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Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects 
for the Oaths Act 1978, Section 1. (See end of Document for details)

Oaths Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 19

PART I

ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND

1 Manner of administration of oaths.

(1) Any oath may be administered and taken in England, Wales or Northern Ireland in the 
following form and manner:—
The person taking the oath shall hold the New Testament, or, in the case of a Jew, 
the Old Testament, in his uplifted hand, and shall say or repeat after the officer 
administering the oath the words “I swear by Almighty God that . . . . . .”, followed 
by the words of the oath prescribed by law.

(2) The officer shall (unless the person about to take the oath voluntarily objects thereto, 
or is physically incapable of so taking the oath) administer the oath in the form and 
manner aforesaid without question.

(3) In the case of a person who is neither a Christian nor a Jew, the oath shall be 
administered in any lawful manner.

(4) In this section “officer” means any person duly authorised to administer oaths.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Court Martial Appeal Court Rules 2009 (S.I. 

2009/2657), rule 15, Sch. 1
C2 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Court Martial) Rules 2009 (S.I. 

2009/2041), rule 21
C3 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Summary Hearing and 

Activation of Suspended Sentences of Service Detention) Rules 2009 (S.I. 2009/1216), rule 14
C4 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Summary Appeal Court) Rules 

2009 (S.I. 2009/1211), rule 28
C5 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Service Civilian Court) Rules 

2009 (S.I. 2009/1209), rule 20
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C6 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Warrants of Arrest for Service 
Offences) Rules 2009 (S.I. 2009/1110), rule 16

C7 S. 1 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Custody Proceedings) Rules 
2009 (S.I. 2009/1098), rule 21

C8 S. 1 modified (31.1.1999) by S.I. 1998/1504 (N.I. 9), art. 19(1)(3); S.R. 1999/25, art. 2
S. 1 modified (4.11.1996) by S.I. 1995/755 (N.I. 2), art. 169(1); S.R. 1996/297, art. 2(2)
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Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects 
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Oaths Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 19

PART II

UNITED KINGDOM

Oaths

4 Validity of oaths.

(1) In any case in which an oath may lawfully be and has been administered to any person, 
if it has been administered in a form and manner other than that prescribed by law, he 
is bound by it if it has been administered in such form and with such ceremonies as 
he may have declared to be binding.

(2) Where an oath has been duly administered and taken, the fact that the person to whom 
it was administered had, at the time of taking it, no religious belief, shall not for any 
purpose affect the validity of the oath.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 3-6 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Court Martial Appeal Court Rules 2009 (S.I. 

2009/2657), rule 15, Sch. 1
C2 S. 3-6 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Court Martial) Rules 2009 

(S.I. 2009/2041), rule 21
C3 S. 3-6 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Summary Hearing and 

Activation of Suspended Sentences of Service Detention) Rules 2009 (S.I. 2009/1216), rule 14
C4 S. 3-6 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Summary Appeal Court) 

Rules 2009 (S.I. 2009/1211), rule 28
C5 S. 3-6 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Service Civilian Court) Rules 

2009 (S.I. 2009/1209), rule 20
C6 S. 3-6 applied (with modifications) (31.10.2009) by The Armed Forces (Warrants of Arrest for Service 

Offences) Rules 2009 (S.I. 2009/1110), rule 16
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Interpretation Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 30

Statutory powers and duties

12 Continuity of powers and duties.

(1) Where an Act confers a power or imposes a duty it is implied, unless the contrary 
intention appears, that the power may be exercised, or the duty is to be performed, 
from time to time as occasion requires.

(2) Where an Act confers a power or imposes a duty on the holder of an office as such, it 
is implied, unless the contrary intention appears, that the power may be exercised, or 
the duty is to be performed, by the holder for the time being of the office.
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Wording of 

The Privy Council Oath 
 

When a new Member of the Privy Council is inducted in the presence of The King, 
they are required to take an Oath, or make Solemn Affirmation. In its current form, 
the wording of the Oath dates back to Tudor times. At a meeting where new 
Members are inducted, they are not required to repeat the words of the Oath, simply 
to respond “I do” at the conclusion of the reading, which is done by the Clerk of the 
Council. The form of words for the Privy Council Oath is below: 
 
“You do swear by Almighty God to be a true and faithful Servant unto The King’s 
Majesty as one of His Majesty’s Privy Council. You will not know or understand of 
any manner of thing to be attempted, done or spoken against His Majesty’s Person, 
Honour, Crown or Dignity Royal, but you will lett and withstand the same to the 
uttermost of your power, and either cause it to be revealed to His Majesty Himself, or 
to such of His Privy Council as shall advertise His Majesty of the same. You will in all 
things to be moved, treated and debated in Council, faithfully and truly declare your 
Mind and Opinion, according to your Heart and Conscience; and will keep secret all 
matters committed and revealed unto you, or that shall be treated of secretly in 
Council. And if any of the said Treaties or Counsels shall touch any of the 
Counsellors you will not reveal it unto them but will keep the same until such time as, 
by the consent of His Majesty or of the Council, Publication shall be made thereof. 
You will to your uttermost bear Faith and Allegiance unto the King’s Majesty; and will 
assist and defend all Jurisdictions, Pre-eminences, and Authorities, granted to His 
Majesty and annexed to the Crown by Acts of Parliament, or otherwise, against all 
Foreign Princes, Persons, Prelates, States, or Potentates. And generally in all things 
you will do as a faithful and true Servant ought to do to His Majesty. So help you 
God.” 
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Julian Brennan 
 

3 Byland Road, Skelton, Saltburn-by-the-Sea TS12 2NJ 
 
11 June 2023 
 
The Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London SW1A 2HQ 
 
 

To be sent by e-mail to: 
The Private Office to CEU.Enquiries@hmtreasury.gov.ukThe Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP via  
 

FOR THE PERSONAL AND URGENT ATTENTION OF JEREMY HUNT 
 
 
Dear Mr Chancellor 
 

Delaying the appointment of Boris Johnson to an Office of Profit under the Crown 
 

I write in accordance with my duties under Peelian Principles, and my residual duties as a 
former Human Rights Defender, to make a formal request that you comply with Chapter 1.1    
of the Ministerial Code and defend and uphold the “highest standards of propriety” in relation 
to Boris Johnson and his intention to act in breach of the Code of Conduct of Members of 
Parliament and in Contempt of Parliament.  
 
You can – and I believe should – do so by exercising your legal power to deny any application 
from Mr Johnson to be disqualified from membership of the House of Commons by being 
appointed as Crown Steward and Bailiff of the Chiltern Hundreds of Stoke, Desborough and 
Burnham or as the Crown Steward and Bailiff of the Manor of Northstead.  
 
I know of no reason why the Rt Hon Nadine Dorries MP or the Rt Hon Nigel Adams MP 
cannot be appointed to those offices, and thereby vacate the seats they currently hold in respect 
of the Parliamentary Constituencies of Mid Bedfordshire and of Selby and Ainstey; though, I 
hasten to add, that you are perfectly entitled to appoint them to those offices on condition that 
they must hold them until such time the House of Commons has determined and resolved the 
issues it referred to the Committee of Privileges on 21 April 2022, or Mr Johnson has resigned 
his Membership of His Majesty’s Privy Council before the Committee formally presents its 
report to the House of Commons. 
 
The reason why I state the latter condition is that if Boris Johnson is determined not to be 
present in the Chamber to argue his case to MPs following the publication of the Privileges 
Committee’s Report he should not be “forced” to do so; but will, as a result of his own 
decision, have to accept that he will forgo for all time the right to be referred to as an 
“honourable” person and can therefore be appointed to one of the aforementioned offices on 
the basis that he agrees to resign as a Privy Counsellor and resign all other public offices and 
patronages he holds. That will remove all the obligations and duties which he clearly does not 
wish to comply with and thereby release him from all his obligations other than those which 
require him to comply with the law as a private citizen and a company director. For these 
purposes I assume that Mr Johnson doesn’t intend to honestly disclose to you relevant 
information in accordance with his legal duties.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Julian Brennan 
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Julian Brennan 
 

3 Byland Road, Skelton, Saltburn-by-the-Sea TS12 2NJ 
 
12 June 2023 
 

The Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London SW1A 2HQ 
 
 

To be sent by e-mail to: 
The Private Office to CEU.Enquiries@hmtreasury.gov.ukThe Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP via  
 

FOR THE MOST URGENT AND PERSONAL ATTENTION OF MR HUNT 
 
 
Dear Mr Chancellor 
 

Office of Profit under The Crown – Sections 3 & 7 Frauds 
 

I refer to my letter of 11 June which I e-mailed to your Private Office this morning regarding 
appointments to the Offices of Crown Steward and Bailiff of the Chiltern Hundreds and Crown 
Steward and Bailiff of the Manor of Northstead. It seems from media reports that appointments 
are being made. 
 
In the very last line of my letter I said that I assumed Boris Johnson did not intend to honestly 
disclose to you relevant information in accordance with his legal duties. You should look at the 
copy of my correspondence of 15/16 May 2023 to Mr Johnson which is appended. You will 
see from that letter that the correct legal presumption about Mr Johnson is that he has acted and 
is acting criminally. If you turn to Appendices C, D, and E of the letter you will see that Mr 
Johnson’s [assumed] non-disclosure will have breached section 3 of the Fraud Act 2006. If he 
has not been appointed I suggest you do not agree to his request at all. If you look at Appendix 
K and then look at what is absent from Mr Johnson’s letter requesting appointment you will be 
able to see that his letter to you is an “article” supplied as part of a fraudulent act. No doubt the 
same will apply to Boris Johnson’s correspondence regarding his “Resignation Honour’s List”. 
 
You would be well advised to speak urgently with the Prime Minister so that while you halt or 
rescind Boris Johnson’s appointment to an Office of Profit under The Crown Mr Sunak can 
speak with His Majesty the King so as to ensure all recommended honours are “frozen” for the 
time being. The list contains names of individuals who are to be reported to the Commissioner 
of the Metropolitan Police 
 
This letter, like that I sent this morning, is about matters which obviously you must deal with 
personally and which do not come within Carltona Principles. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Julian Brennan 
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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 1

THE ARTICLES

PART I

THE CONVENTION

RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

ARTICLE 17

PROHIBITION OF ABUSE OF RIGHTS

Nothing in this Convention may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any
right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights
and freedoms set forth herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided for in
the Convention.
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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 1

THE ARTICLES

PART I

THE CONVENTION

RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

ARTICLE 18

LIMITATION ON USE OF RESTRICTIONS ON RIGHTS

The restrictions permitted under this Convention to the said rights and freedoms shall not be 
applied for any purpose other than those for which they have been prescribed.
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Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Human Rights Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 42

Other rights and proceedings

11 Safeguard for existing human rights

A person’s reliance on a Convention right does not restrict—
(a) any other right or freedom conferred on him by or under any law having effect

in any part of the United Kingdom; or
(b) his right to make any claim or bring any proceedings which he could make or

bring apart from sections 7 to 9.
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the Human Rights Act 1998, Section 13. (See end of Document for details)

Human Rights Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 42

Other rights and proceedings

13 Freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

(1) If a court’s determination of any question arising under this Act might affect 
the exercise by a religious organisation (itself or its members collectively) of the 
Convention right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, it must have 
particular regard to the importance of that right.

(2) In this section “court” includes a tribunal.
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Judicial Committee Act 1833
1833 CHAPTER 41 3 and 4 Will 4

3 All appeals from Sentence of any Judge, &c. to be referred by His Majesty to the
Committee, to report thereon.

All appeals or complaints in the nature of appeals whatever, which either by virtue of
this Act, or of any law, statute, or custom, may be brought before His Majesty or His
Majesty in Council from or in respect of the determination, sentence, rule, or order
of any court, judge, or judicial officer, and all such appeals as are now pending and
unheard, shall from and after the passing of this Act be referred by His Majesty to the
said Judicial Committee of his Privy Council, and such appeals, causes, and matters
shall be heard by the said Judicial Committee, and a report or recommendation thereon
shall be made to His Majesty in Council for his decision thereon as heretofore, in
the same manner and form as has been heretofore the custom with respect to matters
referred by His Majesty to the whole of his Privy Council or a committee thereof (the
nature of such report or recommendation being always stated in open court).

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 3 extended by House of Commons Disqualification Act 1975 (c. 24, SIF 89), s. 7(2)
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Crown and Parliament 
Recognition Act 1689

1689 CHAPTER 1 2 Will and Mar

An Act for Recognizing King William and Queene Mary and for avoiding all 
Questions touching the Acts made in the Parliament assembled at Westminster 
the thirteenth day of February one thousand six hundred eighty eight.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Short title given by Statute Law Revision Act 1948 (c. 62), Sch. 2

King and Queen recognized. The Acts of the said Parliament were and are Laws and 
Statutes, and to be obeyed.

Wee your Majestyes most humble and loyall Subjects the Lords Spirituall and (X1) 
Temporall and Commons in this present Parlyament assembled doe beseech your 
most excellent Majestyes that it may be published and declared in this High Court 
of Parlyament and enacted by authoritie of the same That we doe recognize and 
acknowledge your Majestyes were are and of Right ought to be by the Laws of this 
Realme our Soveraigne Liege Lord and Lady King and Queene of England France and 
Ireland and the Dominions thereunto belonging in and to whose Princely Persons the 
Royall State Crowne and Dignity of the said Realms with all Honours Stiles Titles 
Regalities Prerogatives Powers Jurisdictions and Authorities to the same belonging and 
appertaining are most fully rightfully and intireley invested and incorporated united 
and annexed. And for the avoiding of all Disputes and Questions concerning the Being 
and Authority of the late Parliament assembled at Westminster the thirteenth day of 
February one thousand six hundred eighty [X2eight] Wee doe most humbly beseech your 
Majestyes that it may be enacted And bee it enacted by the King and Queenes most 
excellent Majestyes by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spirituall and 
Temporall and Commons in this present Parlyament assembled and by authoritie of the 
same That all and singular the Acts made and enacted in the said Parlyament were and 
are Laws and Statutes of this Kingdome and as such ought to be reputed taken and 
obeyed by all the People of this Kingdome.
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Editorial Information
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Editorial Information
X1 Variant reading of the text noted in The Statutes of the Realm as follows: and O. [O. refers to a 

collection in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge]
X2 interlined on the Roll.
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