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What’s the Impact on the Cow? 
Research has shown that dystocia can have a tremendous impact on cows. 
6SHFLƓFDOO\��LQ�RUGHU�RI�ƓQDQFLDO�LPSRUWDQFH��UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�
that dystocia can2:
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What’s the Impact of Dystocia?



,Q�VRPH�VWXGLHV��FRZV�ZLWK�G\VWRFLD�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�
WR�EH�FXOOHG���������ZKLFK�ZDV�OLNHO\�UHODWHG�WR�SRRU�
UHSURGXFWLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�ORZ�PLON�SURGXFWLRQ�

&RZV�ZLWK�G\VWRFLD�ZLOO�EH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�GHYHORS�
UHWDLQHG�SODFHQWD��DQG�XWHULQH�GLVHDVH�VXFK�DV�
PHWULWLV��PDVWLWLV��DQG�PLON�IHYHU�

,QFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�GHDWK�DW�ELUWK�RU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ƓUVW����
KRXUV�RI�OLIH��DQG�LQ�WKH�ƓUVW�����GD\V�RI�DJH��7KLV�LV�
QRW�RQO\�UHVWULFWHG�WR�HDUO\�OLIH��VLQFH�FDOYHV�WKDW�
H[SHULHQFHG�D�G\VWRFLD�ZLOO�KDYH�D�UHGXFHG�VXUYLYDO�
UDWH�WR�DGXOWKRRG�

&DOYHV�ERUQ�IURP�D�G\VWRFLD�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHFHLYH�
WUHDWPHQW�IRU�UHVSLUDWRU\�DQG�GLJHVWLYH�GLVHDVH�

Why Do These Impacts Occur on the Cow?
7KHVH�LPSDFWV�DUH�OLNHO\�GXH�WR�WKH�LQMXULHV�DQG�WUDXPD�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�H[WUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDOI�GXULQJ�D�GLIƓFXOW�GHOLYHU\��
6SHFLƓFDOO\��ZKHQ�G\VWRFLD�RFFXUV��WKH�ZDOO�RI�WKH�XWHUXV��FHUYL[��DQG�YXOYD�FDQ�EH�FXW�RU�WRUQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��EDFWHULD�FDQ�EH�
LQWURGXFHG�LQWR�WKH�XWHUXV�FDXVLQJ�GLVHDVHV�OLNH�PHWULWLV��'\VWRFLD�LV�SDLQIXO�DQG�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�IHHG�LQWDNH��
ZKLFK�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�D�FRZōV�QHJDWLYH�HQHUJ\�EDODQFH�LQ�HDUO\�ODFWDWLRQ���

What’s the Impact on the Calf?
'\VWRFLD�DOVR�KDV�D�VLJQLƓFDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�FDOI��6SHFLƓFDOO\��D�FDOI�ERUQ�IURP�D�G\VWRFLD�ZLOO�KDYH�D�DQ3:

INCREASE CULLING LINK TO OTHER DISEASES OF 
CONCERN FOR TRANSITION COWS
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'XH�WR�WKH�UHGXFHG�YLJRU�RI�FDOYHV�WKDW�H[SHULHQFHG�
G\VWRFLD��WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�VXFNOH�RU�GULQN�FRORVWUXP�DV�
ZHOO��OHDGLQJ�WR�D�ORZHU�YROXPH�RI�FRORVWUXP�DQG�PLON�
consumed. 

6HYHUDO�VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKH�VLJQLƓFDQW�OLIHORQJ�
HIIHFWV�RI�H[SHULHQFLQJ�G\VWRFLD�DV�D�FDOI��6SHFLƓFDOO\��D�
UDQJH�RI�����WR�����NJ�ORVV�LQ�PLON�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�ƓUVW�
ODFWDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�VKRZQ�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
FDOYLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH�QHHGHG�

Why Do These Impacts Occur on the Calf?
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�UHDVRQV�ZK\�G\VWRFLD�FDQ�FDXVH�VKRUW�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�LPSDFWV�LQ�GDLU\�FDOYHV��6SHFLƓFDOO\��FDOYHV�WKDW�
experience dystocia:

INCREASED RISK OF FAILED 
TRANSFER OF PASSIVE IMMUNITY DECREASED MILK PRODUCTION

Dystocia is a very costly condition that occurs commonly in the dairy industry. It can have several short- 
and long- term effects in dairy cows and calves. 

Prevention, through excellent calving management and supervision, is critical to reduce the long-term 
effects of dystocia. 

When dystocia occurs, the application of pain management can help to reduce some of the short- and 
long-term effects. Talk to your veterinarian about best practices to help manage cows and calves in the 
event of dystocia. 

:LOO�KDYH�D�UHGXFHG�DPRXQW�RI�R[\JHQ�LQ�WKHLU�EORRGVWUHDP��ZKLFK�ZLOO�LPSDLU�EUHDWKLQJ�DQG�OHDG�WR�D�UHGXFHG�
IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�RUJDQV��

Take Home Messages

LESS MILK 
200-700kg

&DQ�DOVR�VXIIHU�IURP�PDQ\�LQWHUQDO�LQMXULHV��OLNH�EURNHQ�ULEV��ZKLFK�UHGXFH�WKH�YLJRU�RI�FDOYHV�DIWHU�ELUWK��
:LOO�KDYH�GLIƓFXOW\�UHJXODWLQJ�WKHLU�ERG\�WHPSHUDWXUH�DQG�DUH�YHU\�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�K\SRWKHUPLD�

���6FKXHQHPDQQ��*�0���,��1LHWR��6��%DV��.�1��*DOYDR��DQG�-��:RUNPDQ��������$VVHVVPHQW�RI�FDOYLQJ�SURJUHVV�DQG�
UHIHUHQFH�WLPHV�IRU�REVWHWULF�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�GXULQJ�G\VWRFLD�LQ�+ROVWHLQ�GDLU\�FRZV��-�'DLU\�6FL��������������
����0HH��-�)��������3UHYDOHQFH�DQG�ULVN�IDFWRUV�IRU�G\VWRFLD�LQ�GDLU\�FDWWOH��$�UHYLHZ��9HW�-������������
����/RPEDUG��-�(���)�%��*DUU\��6�0��7RPOLQVRQ��DQG�/�3��*DUEHU��������,PSDFWV�RI�G\VWRFLD�RQ�KHDOWK�DQG�VXUYLYDO�RI�
GDLU\�FDOYHV��-�'DLU\�6FL��������������

References




