Welcome to the Eternal Fountain Church Member Class

Location: 3368 Harrison Rd, Montgomery, AL 36109
Pastor: Tillford Thomas

A Message from Pastor Tillford Thomas

"We welcome you to the fresh start that God has ordained for us. Now that we are here, it is my
prayer that God pours out His Spirit upon each of you, so you might know His desire for all
humanity."

At Eternal Fountain Church, we believe that humanity has committed two significant sins, as
outlined in Jeremiah 2:13:

1. We have forsaken the fountain of living water.
2. We have established for ourselves broken fountains that can produce no water.

Therefore, as a body of believers we have adopted the following mission statement as the
purpose for uniting as a body of Christ:

Our Mission Statement

To exemplify the love of Christ by fostering spiritual growth and understanding, acknowledging
the reality of sin, and embracing forgiveness as we strive for the reconciliation of humanity with
God and unity for all.

We are excited to have you join us in this journey of spiritual growth and understanding.
Welcome to the Eternal Fountain Church family!



Orientation:

As a believer in Christ, you have taken the first step toward a transformed life. Here at Eternal
Fountain, we want to support you as you begin this incredible journey of faith.

During the Orientation, You will:

1.

Learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith: Understand who Jesus is, what He has
done for you, and how you can live out your faith daily.

Explore the Bible: Gain insights into the Word of God and how it applies to your life.
Understand the Importance of Prayer: Discover how to communicate with God and
grow in your relationship with Him through prayer.

Connect with Fellow Believers: Meet others who are also new to the faith and start
building a supportive community.

Prepare for Baptism: Learn about the significance of baptism as a public declaration of
your faith.



1. Learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith:

The foundation of the Christian faith is built upon several key beliefs and principles that are
rooted in the teachings of the Bible and the person of Jesus Christ. Here are the core elements
that constitute the foundation of the Christian faith:

1. Belief in One God

The Christian faith is monotheistic, affirming belief in one God who is the Creator of all things.
This God is holy, just, and loving, and He exists eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son
(Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. This doctrine, known as the Trinity, is foundational to
understanding the nature of God and His work in the world.

2. The Authority of Scripture

The Bible is considered the inspired and authoritative Word of God in Christianity. It is the
primary source of knowledge about God, His will, and His plan for humanity. The Bible is
composed of the Old and New Testaments, and it is seen as the ultimate guide for faith, practice,
and moral living.

3. The Deity and Humanity of Jesus Christ

Central to the Christian faith is the belief that Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man. He is
the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, who lived a sinless life on earth. Jesus’ divinity is
essential because it affirms that He is the only one capable of reconciling humanity with God
through His sacrificial death and resurrection.

4. The Death and Resurrection of Jesus

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are the cornerstone of Christian faith. Christians
believe that Jesus died on the cross to atone for the sins of humanity and was raised from the
dead on the third day. This event is seen as the victory over sin and death, offering salvation and
eternal life to all who believe in Him.

5. Salvation by Grace through Faith

Salvation is understood in Christianity as a gift from God that cannot be earned through human
effort. It is received by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). This means
that individuals are saved by trusting in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for the forgiveness of sins
and His resurrection for new life.



6. The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit plays a vital role in the Christian faith. The Holy Spirit dwells within believers,
guiding, teaching, and empowering them to live according to God’s will. The Spirit also convicts
the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, drawing people to faith in Christ (John 15:26).

7. The Church as the Body of Christ

The Christian faith holds that the Church is the body of Christ on earth, composed of all
believers who are united by their faith in Jesus. The Church is called to worship God, teach His
Word, share the Gospel, and serve others. It is a community of believers who support one
another in their spiritual journey (Ephesians 1:22-23, 4:15-16, 5).

8. The Sacraments

In many Christian traditions, sacraments such as Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are considered
foundational practices. These sacraments are outward signs of inward grace, instituted by Christ.
Baptism signifies the believer’s identification with Christ’s death and resurrection, while the

Lord’s Supper commemorates His sacrifice and serves as a means of spiritual nourishment
(Matthew 26:17-29, 1 Corinthian 11:23-25).

9. The Second Coming of Christ

The Christian faith teaches that Jesus Christ will return to earth at the end of time to judge the
living and the dead. This second coming is a key element of Christian eschatology, which gives
believers hope and encourages them to live in anticipation of Christ’s return. There are 67 Bible
verses that validates the 2"Y Coming of Christ, but the main verse is Revelation 22:20.

10. The Great Commandment and the Great Commission

The Christian faith is grounded in the Great Commandment to love God with all one’s heart,
soul, and mind, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself (Matthew 22:37-40). It is also rooted in the
Great Commission, where Jesus commands His followers to go and make disciples of all nations
(Matthew 28:19-20). These teachings encapsulate the mission and purpose of the Christian life.

11. The Reality of Sin and Need for Redemption

Christianity teaches that all humans are born in sin, which separates them from God. Sin is not
just specific actions but a condition of the heart. The need for redemption is central, and this
redemption is made possible through Jesus Christ, who paid the penalty for sin and offers
reconciliation with God. The Bible has many scriptures that validate the reality of sin
and the need for redemption, including:

e Romans 3:23: "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"



e Colossians 1:13-14: "He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins"

e John 1:29: "Jesus was the Lamb of God that took away the sins of the world"

o Ephesians 1:7: "It was through the shedding of Jesus' blood that you received
redemption, which is the forgiveness of your sins"

12. The Hope of Eternal Life

The Christian faith holds that eternal life is a gift from God to those who believe in Jesus Christ
(John 3:16). This hope is based on Jesus' resurrection, which guarantees that believers will also
be raised to eternal life with God. This promise of eternal life is a source of comfort and
motivation for Christians, guiding them to live in accordance with God's will.

In summary, the foundation of the Christian faith is based on belief in one God, the authority of
Scripture, the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection, salvation by grace
through faith, the role of the Holy Spirit, the Church, the sacraments, the second coming of
Christ, the Great Commandment and Great Commission, the reality of sin, and the hope of
eternal life. These elements form the bedrock of what it means to be a Christian and guide the
beliefs and practices of the faith.



2. Understand who Jesus is, what He has done for you, and how you can live out your
faith daily.

1. Who Jesus Is
A. Jesus as the Son of God:

e Jesus is the Son of God, fully divine and fully human. He is the second person of the
Trinity, eternally existent with God the Father and the Holy Spirit.

o Inthe Gospels, Jesus is revealed as the Messiah, the Savior of the world, and the one
through whom God’s plan of redemption is fulfilled.

B. Jesus as the Savior:

e Jesus is the Savior who came to redeem humanity from sin and restore our relationship
with God. He was born of the Virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, and willingly offered
Himself as a sacrifice for our sins.

C. Jesus as the Lord:

o Jesus is Lord over all creation. He has authority over heaven and earth, and His lordship
means that believers are called to submit to His will and follow His teachings.

2. What Jesus Has Done for You
A. The Sacrifice on the Cross:

o Jesus died on the cross to atone for the sins of humanity. His sacrificial death paid the
penalty for sin, which is death, and provided a way for people to be reconciled with God
(Romans 5:8).

« By shedding His blood, Jesus made it possible for believers to be forgiven and cleansed
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:7).

B. The Resurrection:

o On the third day after His crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead, demonstrating His power
over sin and death (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

« His resurrection is the foundation of Christian hope, as it assures believers of their own
future resurrection and eternal life with God.

C. The Gift of Salvation:

e Through His death and resurrection, Jesus offers salvation as a free gift to all who believe
in Him. Salvation includes the forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, and the
promise of eternal life (Ephesians 2:8-9).



o This gift of grace cannot be earned by good works but is received by faith in Jesus Christ
alone.

D. The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit:

o After His ascension, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within believers (John 14:16-17).
The Holy Spirit empowers, guides, and comforts Christians, enabling them to live a life
that honors God.

3. How You Can Live Out Your Faith Daily
A. Develop a Relationship with God:

e Spend time in prayer, talking to God, and listening to His voice. Prayer is a vital way to
maintain a close relationship with God and seek His guidance in your daily life.

e Read and study the Bible regularly to grow in your understanding of God’s Word and His
will for your life. The Bible is the primary way God communicates with His people.

B. Live According to God’s Word:

o Strive to live in obedience to God’s commandments, following the teachings of Jesus as
your model for daily living (John 14:15).

o Practice the fruits of the Spirit—Ilove, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).

C. Participate in Christian Community:

o Engage in regular fellowship with other believers through church attendance, small
groups, and other forms of Christian community. Being part of a community provides
support, encouragement, and accountability in your faith journey (Hebrews 10:24-25).

o Serve others within the church and the broader community, using your gifts and talents to
glorify God and help those in need.

D. Share the Gospel:

o As afollower of Christ, you are called to share the good news of Jesus with others
(Matthew 28:19-20). Be a witness of Christ’s love and salvation through your words and
actions.

o Live a life that reflects Christ’s love and grace, so that others may see the difference He
has made in your life and be drawn to Him.

E. Rely on the Holy Spirit:

o Depend on the Holy Spirit for strength and guidance in your daily walk with Christ. The
Holy Spirit helps you overcome challenges, resist temptation, and grow in your faith.



o Be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit in all areas of your life, allowing Him to shape
your character and decisions.

F. Keep an Eternal Perspective:

o Remember that your ultimate hope is in Christ and the promise of eternal life with God.
Let this eternal perspective influence how you live, prioritizing God’s kingdom over

earthly pursuits (Colossians 3:1-2).
e Trust in God’s plan and purpose for your life, even in difficult times, knowing that He is

working all things together for your good (Romans 8:28).

In summary, understanding who Jesus is, recognizing what He has done for you, and living out
your faith daily are foundational to the Christian life. By nurturing your relationship with God,
living according to His Word, engaging in community, sharing the Gospel, relying on the Holy
Spirit, and keeping an eternal perspective, you can grow in your faith and glorify God in all that
you do.



3. Explore the Bible: Gain insights into the Word of God and how it applies to your life.

The Bible is a library of books, not just one single book. The Bible is a collection
of 66 book, 39 Old Testament and 27 New Testament.

The Bible is a collection of 66 little books written by 40 authors over 1600 years of

time.
OLD TESTAMENT - 39 BOOKS
17 HISTORICAL 5 PERSONAL EXPERIENTIAL 17 PROPHETICAL
5-LAW 12 5 5 MAJOR
MOSES
Pentateuch
HISTORICAL POETRY 12 MINOR
NEW TESTAMENT - 27 BOOKS
5 FOUNDATIONAL 21 EPISTLES
GOSPELS 14 ARE BY PAUL THE REVELATION
MATT. - MARK (9 TO THE CHURCH, 5 ARE
LUKE JOHN PASTORAL OR PERSONAL) OF

ACTS OF HOLY SPIRIT

7 ARE GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

JESUS CHRIST

The Essential Message and Character of the Bible




1) The Essential Message Content of the Bible

Human-divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit and sent through human
personalities as they recorded God’s revelation for then and now. The Bible is
God’s revelation of Himself to His people. God revealed Himself to one man,
Abraham, and called that man to be a bearer of a universal covenant message. This

revelation of God to Abraham is contained in Genesis chapter 12:1-3

2) Progressive Revelation

In 1962, there was a revised edition of “The New Hampshire Confession of
Faith”—a statement of faith by which all Baptists have been governed from its
inception. In the first article of faith the authors addressed the issue of Scripture.

We must understand that God is still revealing Himself to His people.

There was:

Abraham—the covenant

Moses—the Ten Commandments

Amos—ethical demands

Isaiah—the vision of God

Hosea—unconditional love of God

Micah—the immortal covenant

Jeremiah—God’s Word concerning Israel

Jesus—The Father’s will

Jesus understanding of the revelation and well of God is the highest and most
perfect that has ever been given. Therefore, the doctrine of progressive revelation
demands that we view all Scripture through the mind and eyes of Jesus (Hebrews
1:1-2)



4. Understand the Importance of Prayer: Discover how to communicate with God and grow
in your relationship with Him through prayer.

1. What Prayer Is

Communication with God: Prayer is a conversation with God. It is an opportunity to
speak to God, express your thoughts, feelings, and needs, and also to listen to His voice
and guidance.

A Relationship-Building Tool: Prayer is not just about asking for things; it is a way to
deepen your relationship with God. Through prayer, you draw closer to Him,
understanding more of His character and His will for your life.

2. The Importance of Prayer

A. Expression of Dependence on God:

Prayer is an acknowledgment of your dependence on God. It is a way to express your
trust in Him and your recognition that you need His guidance, provision, and strength in
all areas of life (Philippians 4:6-7).

Through prayer, you surrender your worries, burdens, and desires to God, trusting that He
will take care of you and meet your needs according to His will.

B. A Means of Spiritual Growth:

Prayer is a vital part of spiritual growth. It helps you stay connected to God, allowing the
Holy Spirit to work in your heart, transforming you to be more like Christ.

Regular prayer fosters a closer relationship with God, leading to greater understanding,
wisdom, and alignment with His purposes (Colossians 4:2).

C. A Source of Comfort and Peace:

In times of trouble or anxiety, prayer provides comfort and peace. By casting your cares
on God through prayer, you can experience the peace that surpasses all understanding
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Prayer reassures you of God’s presence and His promise to never leave or forsake you,
giving you the strength to face life’s challenges with confidence.

D. Guidance and Wisdom:

Prayer is a way to seek God’s guidance and wisdom for your life. When you pray, you
invite God to lead you in your decisions and actions, helping you discern His will (James
1:5).

Through prayer, you can ask God for direction in specific situations, trusting that He will
provide the wisdom you need to navigate life’s complexities.



E. A Pathway to Intercession:

« Prayer allows you to intercede on behalf of others, bringing their needs, struggles, and
desires before God. Intercessory prayer is a powerful way to support and love others, as
you ask God to intervene in their lives (1 Timothy 2:1).

o By praying for others, you participate in God’s work in their lives, contributing to their
spiritual growth, healing, and well-being.

F. Strengthening Faith and Trust:

e Prayer strengthens your faith and trust in God. As you see God answer prayers and work
in your life and the lives of others, your faith is built up, and your trust in His goodness
and faithfulness deepens (Mark 11:24).

o Even when answers to prayer are delayed or different from what you expected, prayer
helps you develop patience and reliance on God’s perfect timing and wisdom.

G. Worship and Thanksgiving:

o Prayer is also an act of worship and thanksgiving. It is an opportunity to praise God for
who He is, thank Him for His blessings, and express your love and gratitude toward Him
(Psalm 100:4).

o Through prayers of worship, you acknowledge God’s greatness and sovereignty, and
through thanksgiving, you cultivate a heart of gratitude that recognizes His goodness in
your life.

3. How to Pray Effectively
A. Be Honest and Open:

e Approach God with honesty and openness. You don’t need to use fancy words or follow
a strict formula. God values sincerity, so share your heart with Him, whether you’re
joyful, struggling, or confused (Psalm 62:8).

B. Pray Regularly:

o Make prayer a regular part of your daily routine. Set aside specific times for prayer, but
also learn to pray continually, turning to God throughout your day in various situations (1
Thessalonians 5:17).

C. Use Scripture in Prayer:

e Praying Scripture is a powerful way to align your prayers with God’s will. Use passages

from the Bible as a foundation for your prayers, asking God to fulfill His promises and

apply His Word to your life (Hebrews 4:12).

D. Listen to God:



o Prayer is a two-way conversation. Take time to listen to God’s voice. This can be through
a quiet moment in prayer, through reading the Bible, or through the prompting of the
Holy Spirit (John 10:27).

E. Pray with Faith:
o Pray with confidence, believing that God hears your prayers and will answer them
according to His perfect will. Faith in prayer means trusting God’s character, even when
you don’t see immediate results (Mark 11:24).

F. Be Persistent:

e Don’t give up in prayer. Jesus taught the importance of persistence in prayer through
parables, encouraging believers to continue praying and not lose heart (Luke 18:1-8).

G. Include All Forms of Prayer:

« Include different forms of prayer, such as adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and
supplication (ACTS model). This ensures a balanced prayer life that includes worship,
repentance, gratitude, and requests.

4. The Impact of Prayer

A. Transformation of the Heart:

e Regular prayer transforms your heart and mind, aligning your desires with God’s will. It
deepens your love for God and others and shapes your character to reflect Christ more
clearly (Romans 12:2).

B. God’s Work in the World:

o Prayer is a way to participate in God’s work in the world. Through prayer, you can
influence situations, support missions, and contribute to the advancement of God’s
Kingdom (James 5:16).

C. Building a Foundation of Faith:

o Prayer lays a strong foundation of faith in your life. It strengthens your spiritual life,
helping you stand firm in times of trial and remain committed to following Christ.

In summary, prayer is of immense importance in the Christian life. It is a means of
communicating with God, expressing dependence on Him, and growing spiritually. Prayer brings
comfort, guidance, and wisdom, strengthens faith, and allows you to participate in God’s work
through intercession. By praying regularly, with sincerity, and in alignment with Scripture, you
can deepen your relationship with God and experience His transformative power in your life.



5. Connect with Fellow Believers: Meet others who are also new to the faith and start building
a supportive community.

1. The Importance of Connecting with Fellow Believers
A. Spiritual Growth:

e Being part of a community of believers allows you to learn from others, share
experiences, and gain insights that can help you grow in your faith.

o Fellow believers can challenge you to mature in your understanding of God’s Word, hold
you accountable, and inspire you to live out your faith more fully (Proverbs 27:17).

B. Encouragement and Support:

e The Christian journey can be challenging, but having a supportive community can
provide the encouragement you need to persevere through trials and difficulties (Hebrews
10:24-25).

« Intimes of struggle, fellow believers can offer prayer, counsel, and practical help,
reminding you that you are not alone.

C. Building Relationships:

« Connecting with other believers helps you build lasting relationships rooted in shared
faith and values. These relationships can become a source of joy, fellowship, and mutual
support.

o Strong, healthy relationships with fellow Christians can help you navigate life’s ups and
downs with wisdom and grace.

D. Unity in the Body of Christ:

e The Church is described as the Body of Christ, with each believer being a part of that
body (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). Connecting with others allows you to experience the
unity that comes from being part of this spiritual family.

e As you connect with others, you contribute to the strength and vitality of the Church,
helping to fulfill its mission and purpose.

2. How to Connect with Fellow Believers
A. Join a New Believers’ Group:

e Many churches offer specific groups or classes for new believers. These groups are
designed to help you learn the basics of the faith, ask questions, and connect with others
who are also beginning their Christian journey.

o Participating in a new believers’ group can provide a safe and welcoming environment to
explore your faith and make new friends.



B. Attend Church Services Regularly:

e Regularly attending church services is a keyway to connect with other believers. It allows
you to participate in corporate worship, hear God’s Word, and meet others who share
your faith.

o Take the opportunity to introduce yourself to people, join in church activities, and get to
know the community better.

C. Join a Small Group or Bible Study:

« Small groups or Bible studies are excellent places to build deeper relationships with
fellow believers. These groups typically meet regularly to study Scripture, pray together,
and share life’s experiences.

« Inasmall group setting, you can have more intimate conversations, receive personalized
support, and grow in your understanding of the Bible.

D. Participate in Church Activities and Events:

o Getinvolved in various church activities, such as volunteer opportunities, social events,
or outreach programs. These activities provide additional ways to connect with others and
serve alongside them.

« Being active in church life helps you integrate into the community and find your place
within the larger body of believers.

E. Be Open and Willing to Engage:

« Approach new connections with an open heart and a willingness to engage with others.
Don’t hesitate to reach out, introduce yourself, and take the first step in building
relationships.

« Share your story and listen to others’ stories, finding common ground and ways to
support each other in your faith journeys.

3. The Benefits of a Supportive Christian Community
A. Shared Learning:

e In a community, you can learn from the experiences and wisdom of others. Whether it’s
understanding Scripture, applying biblical principles, or navigating life’s challenges, the
collective knowledge of a community is invaluable.

e Group discussions and shared insights can deepen your understanding of God’s Word and

help you apply it to your life.

B. Accountability:



o Fellow believers can help hold you accountable in your spiritual growth and personal
conduct. Accountability partners or groups encourage you to stay committed to your faith
and make choices that honor God.

e Having someone to check in with can help you stay focused on your spiritual goals and
resist temptations.

C. Mutual Support:

e A supportive Christian community provides mutual support in times of need. Whether
you’re facing personal struggles, health issues, or spiritual doubts, you can rely on your
community for prayer, encouragement, and practical help.

« Knowing that others are praying for you and standing with you can give you strength and
peace during difficult times.

D. Opportunities for Service:

« Being part of a community allows you to serve others with your gifts and talents.
Whether it’s through ministry, outreach, or acts of kindness, you have the opportunity to
make a positive impact on those around you.

« Serving others not only blesses them but also helps you grow spiritually as you live out
the teachings of Christ.

E. A Sense of Belonging:

« Connecting with fellow believers gives you a sense of belonging and identity within the
Body of Christ. You are part of a larger family of faith, united by your shared belief in
Jesus.

« This sense of belonging helps you feel grounded and supported as you navigate the
challenges and joys of the Christian life.

4. Overcoming Challenges in Building Community
A. Dealing with Differences:

« In any community, you will encounter people with different backgrounds, personalities,
and perspectives. It’s important to approach these differences with grace, understanding,
and a spirit of unity (Ephesians 4:2-3).

e Focus on what unites you—your shared faith in Christ—rather than what divides you.

B. Making Time for Relationships:

« Building relationships takes time and effort. Make it a priority to invest in your
community by regularly attending church, participating in activities, and spending time
with fellow believers.

« Be intentional about fostering relationships, even if it means stepping out of your comfort
zone.



C. Handling Disappointments:

e There may be times when you feel hurt or disappointed by others in the community.
When this happens, remember to extend forgiveness and seek reconciliation, following
the example of Christ (Colossians 3:13).

o Use these experiences as opportunities to grow in love, patience, and understanding.

5. The Long-Term Impact of Christian Community

A. Lifelong Friendships:

e The connections you make with fellow believers can lead to lifelong friendships that
support you throughout your Christian journey.

o These relationships can provide ongoing encouragement, accountability, and joy as you
walk through life together.

B. Growth in Faith and Character:

o Being part of a community that challenges and supports you will lead to growth in your
faith and character. Over time, you will become more mature in your understanding of
God and more Christ-like in your actions and attitudes.

e The influence of a strong Christian community will shape you into a faithful disciple of
Christ, equipped to serve and lead others.

C. A Legacy of Faith:

e As you connect with others and invest in your Christian community, you contribute to the
legacy of faith that is passed down to future generations.

e Your involvement in the community helps build a strong, vibrant Church that continues
to share the love of Christ with the world.

In summary, connecting with fellow believers is essential for spiritual growth, encouragement,
and building lasting relationships. By joining groups, attending services, participating in
activities, and being open to new connections, you can find a supportive Christian community
that will help you grow in your faith and provide mutual support. This community will be a
source of strength, guidance, and friendship as you journey together in your walk with Christ.



6. Prepare for Baptism: Learn about the significance of baptism as a public declaration of
your faith.

1. The Significance of Baptism
A. Obedience to Christ's Command:

« Baptism is an act of obedience to the command of Jesus Christ. Before His ascension,
Jesus instructed His disciples to baptize believers in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).

« By being baptized, you are following the example and command of Christ, demonstrating
your commitment to Him.

B. A Public Declaration of Faith:

« Baptism is a public declaration of your faith in Jesus Christ. It is a way of proclaiming to
the world that you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior and have chosen to
follow Him (Romans 6:3-4).

e This public act is a testimony to others of the transformation that has taken place in your
life through faith in Christ.

C. Symbolism of Death, Burial, and Resurrection:

o Baptism symbolizes your identification with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.
As you are immersed in water, it represents dying to your old life of sin; as you come out
of the water, it represents being raised to new life in Christ (Colossians 2:12).

« This act symbolizes the cleansing of your sins and the beginning of a new life in Christ.

D. Union with Christ:

« Through baptism, you are symbolically united with Christ in His death and resurrection.
It is an outward sign of an inward spiritual reality—that you are now one with Christ, and
He lives in you (Galatians 2:20).

e This union means that you share in Christ’s victory over sin and death, and you are
empowered to live a life that honors God.

E. Entry into the Christian Community:

o Baptism is also a way of entering into the Christian community, the Body of Christ. It
signifies that you are now part of the global Church, united with other believers in faith
and purpose (1 Corinthians 12:13).

« This communal aspect of baptism highlights your connection with fellow Christians and
your commitment to live in fellowship with them.



2. The Process of Baptism
A. Understanding the Meaning:

o Before being baptized, it’s important to fully understand its meaning and significance.
Many churches offer baptism classes or meetings with a pastor to explain the biblical
basis for baptism and what it represents.

o Take this time to ask questions, discuss any concerns, and deepen your understanding of
this important step.

B. Personal Reflection and Preparation:

e Spend time in prayer and personal reflection as you prepare for baptism. Consider the
significance of the decision you are making and the commitment it represents.

« Reflect on your journey of faith, your relationship with Christ, and the reasons you want
to be baptized. This preparation will help you approach baptism with a clear and sincere
heart.

C. The Baptism Ceremony:

o Baptism is usually performed as part of a church service, either indoors in a baptismal
pool or outdoors in a natural body of water. The pastor or another church leader will
typically lead the ceremony.

« During the baptism, you will be asked to publicly affirm your faith in Jesus Christ. You
may be asked questions like, “Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and
your personal Savior?” and “Do you commit to following Him for the rest of your life?”

o After affirming your faith, you will be immersed in water by the pastor, symbolizing your
identification with Christ’s death and resurrection.

D. Celebration and Fellowship:

o Baptism is a cause for celebration! It is a joyful occasion that marks a significant moment
in your spiritual journey. Your church community will likely celebrate with you, offering
prayers, congratulations, and encouragement.

o After the ceremony, take time to fellowship with other believers and share your
experience. This is a wonderful opportunity to strengthen your connections within the
Christian community.

3. The Ongoing Significance of Baptism
A. A Reminder of Your Commitment:
« Baptism serves as a lifelong reminder of your commitment to Christ. Whenever you face

challenges or doubts in your faith journey, you can look back on your baptism as a
reaffirmation of your decision to follow Jesus.



o Itis a milestone that marks the beginning of your new life in Christ and the ongoing
process of growing in your faith.

B. Living Out Your Baptismal VVows:

o After baptism, you are called to live out the vows you made. This means continuing to
grow in your relationship with Christ, obeying His teachings, and serving others in love.

e Your baptism is not just a one-time event but the beginning of a life dedicated to
following Jesus and embodying His love in the world.

C. A Witness to Others:

e Your baptism can also serve as a powerful witness to others. As people see the
transformation in your life and hear your testimony, they may be inspired to explore their
own faith and consider the message of the Gospel.

e By living out the faith you professed at baptism, you can be a light to others and lead
them closer to Christ.

4. Common Questions About Baptism
A. What if | was baptized as an infant?

« If you were baptized as an infant, some churches may encourage or require you to be
baptized again as an adult believer, while others may recognize your infant baptism as
valid. It depends on the denomination’s teachings.

e You may want to discuss your specific situation with your pastor to understand your
church’s stance and what steps are appropriate for you.

B. Is baptism necessary for salvation?

e Most Christian denominations teach that baptism is an important act of obedience and a
public declaration of faith, but it is not the means of salvation itself. Salvation is by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9).

« Baptism is a symbolic act that follows faith and repentance, signifying the inward change
that has already taken place.

C. Can | be baptized privately?

e While baptism is typically a public event, some circumstances may call for a more
private ceremony. However, the public nature of baptism is important because it serves as
a testimony to the community of your faith in Christ.

« If you have concerns about public baptism, talk with your pastor to find a solution that
respects your situation while still honoring the significance of the act.



5. What to Do After Baptism
A. Continue Growing in Your Faith:

o Baptism is the beginning of your journey with Christ. Continue to grow in your faith
through regular prayer, Bible study, fellowship with other believers, and participation in
church life.

o Seek out opportunities for spiritual growth, such as discipleship programs, Bible studies,
and service opportunities.

B. Stay Connected to the Church:

o Stay connected to your church community, as they will be a source of support,
encouragement, and accountability. Regular attendance, involvement in activities, and
forming relationships with other believers are key to staying strong in your faith.

e Your church can also provide guidance and resources as you continue to mature in your
walk with Christ.

C. Share Your Faith with Others:

e Don’t keep the joy and transformation of your baptism to yourself. Share your faith with
others, whether through your testimony, acts of kindness, or inviting them to church.

o Let your life be a reflection of the change that has occurred and use your story to inspire
others to seek a relationship with Jesus.

In summary, baptism is a significant and joyous step in your Christian journey. It is a public
declaration of your faith, a symbol of your union with Christ, and an entry into the Christian
community. By understanding its importance, preparing thoughtfully, and continuing to live out
your faith afterward, you can make the most of this powerful and transformative experience.



