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PROMOTING SMALL SCALE MINING , CASUAL GOLD PROSPECTING , RECREATIONAL GOLD PANNING & METAL DETECTING

Important Notice!

Due to COVID-19 issues, as noted in
last months issue, the January 2021
meeting was cancelled! Please watch for any
meeting updates in future editions of the Nugget
News! Stay Safe Everyone!

Have FUN Gold Prospecting and/or Metal Detecting!

We can enjoy prospecting/detecting and help
minimize our impact in the following ways:

Prospect only in the permitted area.

Only drive your vehicles on tracks and roads open to the public.
Only park your vehicle on the roadside.

Take all rubbish home or place it in a bin where provided. Do not
bury it. Leave the area better than you found it.

Minimize any damage to vegetation including the ground layer. Re-
store the ground as you found it - backfill any holes you dig and re-
place any leaf litter as it was as soon as practicable.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF A PIONEER
GOLD PROSPECTOR

Before we reached Gorgona we got
acquainted with a man named John
Briggs from Wisconsin, and Lyman
Ross from Rhode Island, and concluded
to travel in company. Our fare thus far
was ten dollars, and two horses to Pan-
ama for which we paid twelve dollars
each. We now rode and walked turn
about, and when we inquired about the
road we were told that being once in it
we could not possibly get out except at
the other end, and would need no guide,
and at the end of a very

(Continued on page 3) Autobiography

at 7:00pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month at the

Please join us.

The Northwest Gold Prospectors Association meets

Rathdrum Senior Center located at 8037 W Montana Street, Rathdrum, ID

Our regular outings are at Eagle City Park the weekend following the monthly meeting with a pot-
luck at 4pm on Saturday. Other outings will be announced by the President and posted in the news-
letter. November thru March members are invited to meet each Saturday morning at 8:00AM at
Kootenai Medical Center Cafeteria in Coeur d’Alene to solve the world’s problems.




Nugget News

Letters to the Editor
&
Other fun “Stuff”

By “GoldFever Boh” Lowe

The Welcome Stranger is the
biggest alluvial gold nugget
found, which had a calculated
refined weight of 97.14 kilo-
grams (3,123 ozt). It meas-
ured 61 by 31 cm

known as the "Welcome
Stranger". At August 2019 gold
prices, it would be worth
US$3.4 million [2.3 million
GBP]. It was heavier than the
"Welcome Nug-

(24 by 12 in) and

et" of 69.0 kilo-

Thai Women Gold

o¢- Panners Are Rare

i~ Winners in COVID
2}~ -Hit Economy

~. By Reuters, Wire Ser-

vice Content Dec.
30, 2020, at 5:09 a.m.

BY MATTHEW TOSTEVIN
SUHKHIRIN, Thailand (Reuters)

- As the yellowish mud swirls
away in the waters of Thailand's
Sai Buri river, Sunisa Srisuwanno
lifts her wooden pan with a clus-
ter of gleaming specks caught in
the centre.

"That's 100 baht," she said,
pointing to grains worth about
$3.30 after little more than 15
minutes work with her gold pan-
ning partner, Boonsom Aeam-
prasert.

With global gold prices near an
all-time high, the women are a
rare bright spot for an economy
hard hit by the collapse of tour-
ism amid coronavirus travel re-
strictions.

"The gold panning business is
doing well, especially during
COVID-19," said Sunisa, a 37-
year-old mother of two. "Panning
gold is our main staple. We sell
gold today, we are able to buy
food to feed the family."

The area's name - Gold Moun-
tain - indicates that mining has
gone on longer than anyone can
remember in Sukhirin District, on

(Continued on page 6) Letters

was discovered
by prospectors
John Deason and
Richard Oates on
5 February 1869
at Moliagul, Vic-
toria, Australia,
about 14.6 kilo-
meters (9 miles)
north-west of
Dunolly.

Found only 3 cm
(1.2 in) below
the surface, near
the base of a tree
on a slope lead-
ing to what was
then known as
Bulldog Gully,
the nugget had a
gross weight of
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rams (2,217 ozt)
hat had been
ound in Ballarat
n 1858. The gold-
ields warden, F.

. Orme reported
hat 2,269 ounces
189 1bs. 1 0z) 10

ere given away
y the finders, esti-
ated as totaling
nother 47 ounces
31bs. 11 0z)7
wit.

he nugget was
oon melted down

109.59 kilograms
(3,523.5 ozt)
(241 1b. 10 0z). Its trimmed
weight was 78 kilograms
(2,520 ozt) (210 Ibs.), and its
net weight was 72.02 kilo-
grams (2,315.5 ozt) (192 lbs.
11.5 0z).

At the time of the discovery,
there were no scales capable
of weighing a nugget this
large, so it was broken into
three pieces on an anvil by
Dunolly-based blacksmith
Archibald Walls.

Deason, Oates, and a few
friends took the nugget to the
London Chartered Bank of
Australia, in Dunolly, which
advanced them £9,000.
Deason and Oates were finally
paid an estimated £9,381 for
their nugget, which became

nd the gold was
sent as ingots to Melbourne for
forwarding to the Bank of Eng-
land. It left the country on board
the steamship Reigate which
departed on 21 February.

An obelisk commemorating the
discovery of the "Welcome
Stranger" was erected near the
spot in 1897. A replica of the
"Welcome Stranger" is in the
Old Treasury building, Treasury
Place, Melbourne, Victoria; an-
other replica is owned by de-
scendants of John Deason and is
now on display at the Dunolly
Rural Transaction Center.

John Deason was born in 1829
on the island of Tresco, Isles of
Scilly, 45 km (28 mi) south-

(Continued on page 7) Welcome Stranger
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disagreeable day's work we reached the
big gate at Panama and entered the an-
cient city.

We waited but little here before taking
the steamer Southerner, bound for San
Francisco. Three days after we sailed
away one of our passengers went over-
board, a corpse, and three or four more
died and were buried alongside before
we reached Acapulco.

Here we took on water and coal and
were soon at sea again. McCloud soon
had to take his place in the sick ward,
and I attended him most of the time, but
was not allowed to give him anything
withouta permit from the doctor, and the
long delays between the administrations
of medicine made the sickness hard to
endure. The sick could see the dead
sewed up in blankets with a bucket of
coal for a weight; then resting on a
plank with sailors on each side, the mate
would read the brief services appropri-
ate to a burial at sea, the plank was tilt-
ed, and the lifeless body slid down into
the depths. Such scenes were no benefit
to the suffering, for each might think his
turn was next, when a bright hope and
prospect would be better for his recov-

ery.

One forenoon the fire gong rang out
sharply, and all was in confusion, sup-
posing the ship to be on fire, but nothing
could be seen but a dense fog except as
a gentle wind lifted it a little and there,
dead ahead, was a rocky island, against
which it seemed we must dash to de-
struction, for there was no beach and
very little chance for any one to be
saved. Ten minutes more in this direc-
tion and we were lost, but the officers
quickly changed the course, and we
passed the pile of rocks scarcely a

rifle shot away. Whose fault it was, this
danger so miraculously avoided, we did
not know, the captain's or the imperfect
chart, and opinions were freely given
both ways.

About those days the air felt cooler, the
fog less dense, and the foggy rain-bows
we had seen so much when the sun tried
to shine, were scarce, while a more
northern wind created a coolness that
made sick folks feel refreshed and hope-
ful. It gave me a chance to cheer up my
sick friend who was still in bed, and tell
him it would continue to be cooler as
we went.

On the Fourth of July the officers pro-
duced the ship's full supply of flags, and

Nugget News

Grubstakin', Swappin’ & Peddlin’

Stop at the Sprag Pole Sports Bar & Museum for Great Food & Good Times in Murray, Idaho.

G & G River Stop at the “Y” in Prichard, ID. Your one-stop-shop for all your camping needs. Cold Beer/
Pop, Food, Fishing Tackle/Bait, Gas, Phone and still the Best Ice Cream Cones around.

Visit the Bedroom Gold Mine Bar in Murray. Enjoy beer, wine and cocktails while playing darts or pool.
See how it looked in the old days. They now have a kitchen with Pizza and deli sandwiches as well as
dinner specials on the weekends, we also serve breakfast on weekends during the summer months and
hunting season. Many great pictures to look at.

Prospector Pins ($5.00) are available for your own use or as gifts. See at meetings or call (208)699-8128

Wanted: Mining videos, books and pamphlets, old owners manuals for detectors, dredges, pumps, etc. for
the NWGPA library. Call Bob Lowe @(208)699-8128.

The Gold Sniper by Gold Fever Bob. Get this effective crevice tube for that hard to reach gold in the
cracks of bedrock. Four models to chose from. From $25 to $75 Call 208-699-8128.

The Snake Pit (Enaville Resort), in Kingston serves the best “Smoked Prime Rib” in the Northwest. They
have a full menu with fast, courteous service.

Rugged Country Outpost, A must-stop, go to food trailer serving the best breakfasts and lunches on the
Coeur d’Alene River. Located on Beaver Creek Rd a hundred yards or so from Babin’s Junction. Open
summers from early morning to mid-afternoon (6am to 4:00pm). See ad on page 4!

Prichard Tavern — Still home to its Famous Broasted Chicken also serving Alligator Bites, Frog Legs,
Hand Formed Hamburgers and Ice Cold Beer! A great place to meet old friends and make new ones! Edi-
tor’s Note: Be sure to try their “Flat Iron Steak”

the sailors climbed high and low, fastening them to every rope till we had a very gay
Independence day appearance. In this gay dress we steamed into San Diego harbor to
leave the mail for a few soldiers stationed there, and get their letters in return.

I could see no town in San Diego, but a beautiful harbor, and some poor looking mus-
tard wigwams some way off seemed to contain the good people of that place.

A boat with a small crew pulled out and came along-side to get the mail and deliver
theirs, and then we turned to sea again. The country all around this beautiful little
harbor looked mountainous and extremely barren, and no one wanted to go on shore.

About dark we had made sufficient offing and turned northward, plowing through
large fields of kelp. The next morning the forward watch announced land ahead,
which could dimly be seen as the fog rose. The officers rushed on deck and could see
not far ahead a sandy beach, and a moment more showed that we were headed direct-
ly for it, and that it was not more than a quarter of a mile away. Quickly the helms-
man was given orders to steer almost west instead of the north course he had been
following. He was asked why he kept on his north course when he saw danger ahead,
and answered:—"It is my business to steer according to orders, even if the ship goes
ashore, and I can not change course unless ordered to.” The Captain now examined
his chart and decided he was in San Pedro harbor, off Los Angeles.

The sun came out bright and clear a little later, and I got McCloud out of his bed and
gave him a seat at the ship's side where he could see the green grassy hills near the
beach, and larger hills and mountains farther back. We could see cattle feeding in the
nearest pastures, and the whole scene was a pleasant one; and as we sat on the eastern
side of the ship and snuffed the cool breeze which came from the north, we thought
we were comparatively happy people, and hoped that, if no accident befell, we would
soon be at the end of our voyage.

On the seventh day of July, 1851, we entered the Golden Gate, this being my second
arrival in California. On our trip from Panama seven or more had died and been bur-
ied at sea, but the remainder of us were quite safe and sound. We found the heart of
the city still smoking, for a fire had broken out on July fourth and burned extensively,
and these broad, blackened ruins were the result. Some said the work had been done
by the Sidney “ducks” and their numerous helpers, who were really the rulers of the
(Continued on page 4) Autobiography
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city. The place now looked much worse than it did when I left
in November before. These Sidney “ducks” were English con-
victs from Australia, and other thieves and robbers joined them
as agreeable companion, making a large class that seemed to
glory in destruction and a chance for booty.

I walked around over the hills where I could see the burned
district and the destruction of so much valuable property, and
when I thought the civil law was not strong enough to govern,
it seemed to me it would be a good place for such men as the
Helms brothers of Georgetown to come down and do a little
hanging business, for they could here find plenty to do, and
they could carry out their plan of letting no guilty man escape.

About four o'clock one afternoon we went aboard the Sacra-
mento steamer, Antelope, paying our passage with half an
ounce apiece, and were soon on our way past the islands and up
the bay. When we were beyond Benicia, where the river banks
were close, McCloud sat watching the shore, and remarked that
the boat ran like a greyhound, and it seemed to him, beat the
old ocean steamer pretty bad.

He seemed to be nearly well again, and complimented me as
the best doctor he ever saw. Since he had been sick I had paid
him all the attention I could, and he gave me all the praise I
deserved, now that he was getting to feel himself again.

At Sacramento we changed to another boat bound for
Marysville, which place we reached without special incident.
Here we invested in a four-ounce donkey, that is, we paid four
ounces of gold for him, just an ounce apiece for four of us—W.
L. Manley, Robert McCloud, Lyman Ross and John Briggs.
We piled our blankets in a pack upon the gentle, four-ounce
donkey, and added a little tea and coffee, dried beef and bread,
then started for the Yuba River, ourselves on foot. We crossed
the river at Park's Bar, then went up the ridge by way of Nigger
Tent, came down to the river again at Goodyear Bar, then up
the stream to Downieville. This town was named after John
Downie, a worthless drunkard. I remember that he once re-

Club T-Shirts
Are Available

S, M, L & XL are $14 each
2XL & 3XL are $16 each

New caps & visors are available
See and purchase at the meetings and the outings

Makes Perfect Gifts

formed, but again back-slid and died a drunkard's
death.

We found this a lively mining town about sixty miles above
Marysville, on the north fork of the Yuba River, and only
reached by a pack trail, but everything was flush here, even
four aces. The location was a veritable Hole-in-the-Ground,
for the mountains around were very high, and some of them
wore their caps of snow all summer, particularly those on the
cast. The gold dust we found here was coarser than it was
where I worked before, down south on the Merced River. Be-
fore I came to California I always supposed that gold dust was
really dust, and about as fine as flour.

We went up the North Fork about a mile or two above town
and camped on Wisconsin Flat to begin our mining operations.
Our luck was poor at first, and all except myself were out of
money, and more or less in debt to me. We made expenses,
however, and a little more, and as soon as Mr. Ross got his
small debt paid he said he was discouraged mining, and with
blankets on his shoulders started up the trail towards Gallo-
way's ranch, on the summit south of town. Mr. Ross said the
work was too hard for him, for he was not strong enough to
handle pick and shovel, and he believed he could go down to
Sacramento and make more by his wits than he could here. I
went with him to town and saw him start off with a fair load
on his back, and watched him as he toiled up the steep

(Continued on page 5) Autobiography

Gold is $1,846.60 an ounce! This time last year it was $1,551.80 an ounce!

To get your copy of the Nugget News early via
email, please send an email to
bob@goldfeverminingsupply.com
with “Newsletter” in the subject box.

When I was a boy I was told that anybody
could become President. I’m beginning to
believe it!

~Clarence Darrow

Notice

Eagle City Park is privately owned and operated and is for the exclusive use of Eagle City Park Members and their guests and is
open to all NWGPA members the weekend after the second Thursday of the month from May thru October, free of charge for day
use. Overnight camping during this weekend is $20 per family for the whole weekend (Friday thru Sunday). Potluck picnic is at
4pm on Saturday that weekend.

You are welcome to come and prospect and / or camp at other times. The fees are $20 per family per day, $30 per family per
weekend (Friday thru Sunday), $75 per family per week and $275 per family per month.
Please call 208-699-8128 or 208-682-4661 for reservations.

To get to Eagle City Park take 1-90 to Kingston (Exit 43), then take the Coeur d’Alene River Road to Thompson Falls/Prichard
Creek Road (Mile Post 23), take Thompson Falls/Prichard Creek Road (2.6 miles) to Eagle Creek Road, take Eagle Creek Road
(1/2 mile) to 439 Eagle Creek Road, the Eagle City Park entrance on left side of road. GPS is 47°38°51”N & 115°54°37”W

4
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mountain trail for about two miles, when he went out of sight.
The rest of us kept on mining. Our luck was not very good, but
we persevered, for there was nothing to be gained by fainting
by the way. I went into an old abandoned shaft about ten feet
deep and found the bottom filled with a big quartz boulder, and
as | had been a lead miner in Wisconsin, I began drifting, and
soon found bed rock, when I picked up a piece of pure gold
that weighed four ounces. This was what I called a pretty big
find, and not exactly what I called gold dust. It was quite a
surprise to me, for the gravel on the bed rock was only about
three or four inches thick.

We kept on drifting for some time, sometimes making good
wages, and on the whole so satisfactory that we concluded to
stay. We now located some claims back in the flat where the
ground would be thirty feet deep, and would have to be drifted.
These we managed to hold until winter, and in the meantime
we worked along the river and could make something all the
time.

We put in a flume between two falls on the Middle Fork, but
made only wages, and I got my arm nearly broken, and had to
work with one hand for nearly a month.

One afternoon I went crevicing up the river, and found a crev-
ice at the water's edge about half an inch wide, and the next
day we worked it out getting forty ounces, and many of the
pieces were about an inch long and as large around as a pipe-
stem.

Winter was now near by, and we set to work to build a cabin
and lay in a stock of grub, which cost quite a good deal, for the
self-raising flour which we bought was worth twenty cents a
pound, and all kinds of hog meat fifty cents, with other sup-
plies in proportion. Our new claims now paid very well. Snow
came down to the depth of about four feet around our cabin,
but as our work was under ground, we had a comfortable place
all winter.

In the spring McCloud and I went to Sacramento and sold our
chunks of gold (it was all very coarse) to Page, Bacon & Co.
who were themselves surprised at the coarseness of the whole
lot. When our savings were weighed up we found we had
made half an ounce a day, clear of all expenses, for the entire
year.

We now took a little run down to San Francisco, also to Santa
Clara where we staid a night or two with Mr. McCloud's
friend, Mr. Otterson, and then went back to our claims again.
In taking care of our money we had to be our own bankers, and
the usual way was to put the slugs we received for pay into a
gallon pickle jar, and bury this in some place known only to
our particular selves, and these vaults we considered perfectly

Jinger’s Gold-Con Fluid Tube

Saves Hours Of Panning
Simple, Easy To Use
Assembled $40 - DIY Plans $15

GoldFever Mining Supply
208-699-8128

safe. The slugs were fifty dollar pieces, coined for convenience,
and were eight-sided, heavy pieces. In the western counties the

people called them “Adobies,” but among the miners they were
universally known as “Slugs.”

The winter proved a little lonesome, the miners mostly stayed at
home and worked. During the year we had been here I had not
seen a respectable woman in this mining country. There were
few females here, and they were said to be of very doubtful
character. As a general thing people were very patient with their
wickedness, but not always.

Twice only in the history of California were women made the
victims of mob violence, once at Los Angeles and once at
Downieville. The affair at the last-named place occurred in
1851, and the victim was a pretty little Spanish woman named
Juanita. She and her husband, like many another couples at that
time, kept a monte game for the delectation of the miners who
had more money than sense, but beyond this fact absolutely
nothing was said against her character.

There was an English miner named Cannon living in town, who
was very popular among a large number of gamblers and others.
He got drunk one night and about midnight went to the house
occupied by the Spanish woman and her husband and kicked the
door down. Early the following morning he told his comrades
that he was going to apologize to the woman for what he had
done. He went alone to the house, and, while talking with the
husband and wife, the woman suddenly drew a knife and
stabbed Cannon to the heart. What had been said that provoked
the deed was never known, further than that Juanita claimed she
had been grossly insulted.

She was given a mock trial, but the facts of the case were not
brought out, as the men who were with Cannon were too drunk
to remember what had happened the previous night. It was a
foregone conclusion that the poor woman was to be hanged, and
the leaders of the mob would brook no interference. A physician
examined Juanita and announced to the mob that she was in a
condition that demanded the highest sympathy of every man, but
he was forced to flee from town to save his life. A prominent
citizen made an appeal for mercy, but he was driven down the
main street and across the river by a mob with drawn revolvers,
and with threats of instant death. The well-known John B.
Weller was in town at the time, and was asked to reason with the
mob, but refused to do so.

The execution was promptly carried out. A plank was put across
the supports of the bridge over the Yuba, and a rope fastened to
a beam overhead. Juanita went calmly to her death She wore a
Panama hat, and after mounting the platform she removed it,
tossed it to a friend in the crowd, whose nickname was
“Oregon,” with the remark, “Adios amigo.” The she adjusted the
noose to her own neck, raising her long, loose tresses carefully
in order to fix the rope firmly in its place, and then, with a smile
and wave of her hand to the bloodthirsty crowd present, she
stepped calmly from the plank into eternity. Singular enough,
her body rests side by side, in the cemetery on the hill,

with that of the man whose life she had taken.

To be continued.........

A number of us meet at Zips, across the
highway from the Senior Center for dinner
at 4:30pm on the day of the meeting.
Come join us!



Treasurer's Report

Beginning Balance: December 1, 2020 $10,376.00
Income
Interest .08
Memberships 70.00
Gold Show 75.00
INCOME 145.08
Disbursements
12/7 Consumer Cellular 17.86
12/11 NW Offset Printing 161.58
DISBURSEMENTS 179.44
Ending Balance: December 31, 2020 $10,341.64

By: Diane McCarroll filling in for Mark Cook

HELP!

One of our members just purchased a box of mining equipment
from the widow of a deceased gold prospector. In the box were
several snuffer bottles with about 10 pieces of small diameter
copper wire about 3 inches long in each one. Other than storing
the wire, does anyone know any other reason why one would
have copper wire in snuffer bottles?

Important!
If you have any digital photos of any prospecting / mining activi-
ties, outings, meetings, wildlife, etc., that you would be willing to
share, please email or send copies of them to me to be included in
a digital photo slideshow.

Also, I would be interested in getting future photos covering the
same topics as above. Slideshows are a great draw at meetings
and gold shows. Also, I can use them in the Nugget News.

Send to: bob@goldfeverminingsupply.com

Thanks........Bob

Eagle City Park Memberships for Sale
#95 Robin & Becky Bird (208)691-1721
#55 & 56 James Bonham (208)582-2471
#63 Mark & Lisa Wenig (208)687-2072
#68 & 69 Margie Coe (208)660-7795
#85, 86 & 87 Doug & Cathy Boseth (208)773-4701

(Continued from page 2) Letters

Thailand's southern border with Malaysia.
But it has been made more lucrative by rising
gold prices, up nearly a quarter over the past
year.

The rest of Thailand's economy is suffering,
with the central bank forecasting a 6.6% con-
traction this year.

Thailand's deep south, scene of a decades-
old Muslim separatist insurgency, lacks the
beach resorts, nightlife or temples that draw
so many tourists to the country.

But visitors who come to Sukhirin for hiking,
kayaking and wildlife are still an important in-
come source - at least until the pandemic
struck.

"As the community was forced to shut down
the attractions, we had to switch from wel-
coming tourists to digging and sifting for
gold," said Wari Bantakit, 40, who works for a
community tourism group.

Some gold sifters use just a shovel, a pan
and a plastic squeezy bottle to suck up the
grains - and the occasional nugget. Others try
to find the best prospects by scrabbling un-
derwater with a snorkel mask.

There are men among the gold panners, but
miners said the draw of gold is particularly
appealing for women. Men traditionally gather
wood and forage in the forests.

"Housewives who used to sell stuff, vegeta-
bles, food to tourists were forced to stop,"
said Wari. "They had to turn to gold panning.
It's become the main job."

(Writing by Matthew Tostevin; Editing by
Gareth Jones)

Copyright 2020 Thomson Reuters.

Share With Your Friends
Eagle City Park Video at:
http://youtu.be/01zZnkOJaVk

A Must Have Book

“Fists Full of Gold”
By Chris Ralph

Cover Price $29.95
ISBN: 978-0-9842692-0-4
Goldstone Publishing; 362-pages




Some tools of a Prospector!

Pickles’ Mining Supply

42 N Kelly Drive
Cusick, WA 99119
(509) 442-3196

Pans * Sluices * Dredges * Etc.

In Memoriam

It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of our
wonderful friend and long-time NWGPA member,
Pat Beck.

Pat and her husband Bob have been members of the club since
our Gold & Treasure Show in 2011 and Eagle City Park
members since that same time, also.

She was a staunch supporter of the our club and the Park,
volunteering her time to help wherever needed. She will be
greatly missed by all who knew her.

(Continued from page 2) Welcome Stranger

west of Cornwall, England, UK. In 1851, he was a
tin dresser before becoming a gold miner. Deason
continued with gold mining and workings most of
his life and, although he became a store keeper at
Moliagul, he lost a substantial proportion of his
wealth through poor investments in gold mining. He
bought a small farm near Moliagul where he lived
until he died in 1915, aged 85 years.

Richard Oates was born about 1827 at Pendeen in
Cornwall. After the 1869 find, Oates returned to the
UK and married. He returned to Australia with his
wife and they had four children. The Oates family,
in 1895, purchased 3.2 square kilometers (800
acres) of land at Marong, Victoria, about 24 kilome-
ters (15 mi) west of Bendigo, Victoria, which Oates
farmed until his death in Marong in 1906, aged 79
years.

Club Officers

2020

President:
Wayne McCarroll
208-262-6837
mccarroll2297@roadrunner.com

Vice President:
Bryan McKeehan
509-999-8710
doorguybryan@hotmail.com

Secretary:

Mary Lowe
208-651-8318
mary@goldfeverminingsupply.com
Treasurer:

Mark Cook
208-755-8853
mark2697301@gmail.com

Sergeant of Arms:
Skip Lindahl
509-487-7831

kd7fye@gmail.com

Club Merchandise:

Directors:
Bob Grammer (1yr Oct 2021)
208-755-1919

Bob Lowe (1yr Jan 2021)
208-699-8128
bob@goldfeverminingsupply.com

Bryan McKeehan (3yr Jan 2020)
509-999-8710
doorguybryan@hotmail.com
Mark Cook (3yr Jan 2020)
208-755-8853
mark2697301@gmail.com

Bill Izzard (2yr Jan 2022)
208-5104111
bluefrontside@hotmail.com

Communication and Newsletter:
Bob Lowe
208-699-8128
bob@goldfeverminingsupply.com

Membership:

Mary Lowe

208-651-8318
mary@goldfeverminingsupply.com

Claims & Gold Show Chairman:
Mark Cook

Activities: Open
Nomination: Open
Law and Regulations: Wayne McCarroll
Legislation Liaison:
Internet Website: Bill Izzard
Programs: Open
Financial Audit: Open

Note: If you would like to become an officer of the
Association or a member of any of our committees, please
contact one of the board members above. A club or
association is only as good as those who volunteer their
talent and time!



2021 Club Calendar

All future calendar events are on hold at the

moment. Look to this portion for any changes in
meeting dates, times and other activities. Stay safe

and try to enjoy yourselves.

All dates are subject to change & other events
will be added when dates are known.
Check back often.

Please email:
bob@goldfeverminingsupply.com
of any changes of your email address or
home address to ensure delivery of your
newsletter each month!

Field Guide to Recreational

Prospecting in Montana
55 detailed maps
local advice
regulations
89 pages
$14.95

Gold Panners' Guide to Idaho
by Tom Bohmker
80 detailed maps
useful information
geology of gold deposits
big nuggets
$29.95

www.goldpannersguide.com
Tom Bohmker (503)606-9895

RED SKELTON'S RECIPE FOR THE PERFECT MARRIAGE

1. Two times a week we go to a nice restaurant, have a little beverage,
good food and companionship. She goes on Tuesdays, I go on Fridays.

2. We also sleep in separate beds. Hers is in California and mine is in
Texas.

3. I take my wife everywhere, but she keeps finding her way back.

4.1 asked my wife where she wanted to go for our anniversary.
"Somewhere I haven't been in a long time!" she said. So I suggested the
kitchen.

5. We always hold hands. If I let go, she shops.

6. She has an electric blender, electric toaster and electric bread maker.
She said "There are too many gadgets, and no place to sit down!" So I
bought her an electric chair.

7. My wife told me the car wasn't running well because there was water
in the carburetor. I asked where the car was. She told me, "In the lake."

8. She got a mud pack and looked great for two days. Then the mud fell
off.

9. She ran after the garbage truck, yelling, "Am I too late for the gar-
bage?" The driver said, "No, jump in!".

10. Remember: Marriage is the number one cause of divorce.
11. I married Miss Right. I just didn't know her first name was 'Always'.

12. I haven't spoken to my wife in 18 months. I don't like to interrupt
her.

13. The last fight was my fault though. My wife asked, "What's on the
TV?" Isaid, "Dust!".

Can't you just hear him say all of these?

I love it. These were the good old days when humor didn't have to start
with a four letter word. It was just clean and simple fun. And he always

ended his programs with the words, "And May God Bless" with a big
smile on his face.

Types of Placer Deposits

An area well protected from the flow of water is a great location to find gold. Gold is very dense and is often found in a stream
bed. Many different gold deposits are dealt with in different ways. Placer deposits attract many prospectors because their costs are
very low. There are many different places gold could be placed, such as a residual, alluvial, and a bench deposit.

Residual

Residual deposits are more common where there has been weathering on rocks and where there hasn't been water. They are de-
posits which have not been washed away yet or been moved. The residual usually lies at the site of the lode. This type of deposit

undergoes rock weathering.

Alluvial

Alluvial or eluvial deposits are the most common type of placer gold, and are often the richest. They contain pieces of gold that
have been washed away from the lode by the force of water, and have been deposited in sediment in or near watercourses or for-
mer watercourses. Therefore, they are mostly found in valleys or flood plains.

Bench

Bench deposits are created when gold reaches a stream bed. Gold accumulations in an old stream bed that are high are called
bench deposits. They can be found on higher slopes that drain into valleys. Dry stream beds (benches) can be situated far from
other water sources and can sometimes be found on mountain tops. Today, many miners focus their activities on bench deposits.




"
Who Knew? : Editor’s Note
A recent study by Australian scientists found that termites have
been found to excrete trace deposits of gold. According to the
CSIRO, the termites burrow beneath eroded subterranean material
which typically masks human attempts to find gold, and ingest and

' We are always looking for stories to fill our pages.
1 Please take a minute to jot down a story (fact or fic-
: tion) and send it into me.

bring the new deposits to the surface. They believe that studying | Tell us about your experiences, plans or ideas.
termite nests may lead to less invasive methods of finding gold 1 Letters to the editor, pictures, jokes (clean, of course),
deposits. | car-toons and ads are all welcome.

| Recipes, web pages of interest, email, magazine and
1 news clippings are also needed.
1

1 A newsletter is only as good as the article and content
The largest true California gold nugget, known as the "Dogtown | submitted.

nugget," weighed 54 troy pounds (20 kg), and was found in ' pl iveitat K th iti o
Magalia, California. A 195-pound troy (73 kg) mass of gold mixed | yoel::se giveita try and wake up the writing genius in
1

with quartz was also found.

Hushing is an ancient and historic mining method using a
flood or torrent of water to reveal mineral veins. The
method was applied in several ways, both in prospecting
for ores, and for their exploitation. Mineral veins are often
hidden below soil and sub-soil, which must be stripped

Rugged COlllltl'y OUtPOSt away to discover the ore veins. A flood of water is very
Located on Beaver Creek Road (red food trailer effective in moving soil as well as working the ore depos-
behind G&G Riverstop Store), RCO serves the best its when combined with other methods such as fire-
“made to order” breakfast & lunch food items around. setting.

Specialty coffee drinks are also available. . . . .
Hushing was used during the formation and expansion of

Open 6am to 4pm—Closed Tuesdays & Wednesdays the Roman Empire from the 1st century BC on to the end
Make sure you order the “Big Bob”! of the empire. It was also widely used later, and apparent-

. ly survived until modern times where the cost of explo-

You can call in your order at 208-682-3012 sives was prohibitive. It was widely used in the United

CLOSED FOR THE SEASON! SEE YOU IN THE SPRING! States, where it was known as "booming".

Most of us know a form of this as hydraulic mining where
jets or streams of water were used to break down deposits,

DID YOU KNOW..... especially of alluvial gold and alluvial tin, is commonly

That 1 oz. of pure gold is approx. the size of a cube of sugar? That 1 oz. used.
of gold can be flattened out to 300 sq. ft.? That a mixture of one part nitric
acid and 3 parts hydrochloric acid (aqua regia) will dissolve gold?
That in 1966 all the refined gold in the world would make a cube 50 feet
on a side?

i

enjoylivingagain.com/fd001ce6 Pai”Reli%

What is gold?
Symbol: AU
Atomic Weight: 196.967
Atomic Number: 79
Melting Point: 1063° C (1945° F)
Boiling Point: 2966° C (
Specific Gravity: 19.2
MOH’s Scale of Hardness: 2.5 - 3

4

/

RTPR .co

What is a carat?
Pure gold is expressed as 24 carats. When alloyed (mixed with other met-
als) the following table is used to determine the carat.

24K donated by 100% Pure Gold
18K donated by 75% Pure Gold
14K donated by 58% Pure Gold
10K donated by 42% Pure Gold

Live simply. Love
generously. Care
deeply. Speak kindly.
Leave the rest to God.

sales associate

How is gold weighed?
0.0648 grams = 1 grain
24 grains = 1 pennyweight (dwt.)
20 pennyweight (dwt.) = 1 troy oz.
12 troy oz. =1 troy pound

Relief In Minutes
Coy McGaha

Safe...Effective...Fast Acting...
Phone: (509) 663-5429




Recipe(s) of the Month

Prospector’s Corn Pudding

Ingredients

1 8.50z box cornbread mix

1 140z can whole kernel corn, drained

1 140z can creamed corn

2 large eggs

8 tbsp butter, melted

1/2 tsp salt

1/2 cup sour cream

2 cups marbled cheddar cheese, shredded and divided

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly grease a 9x13 casserole
dish with non-stick spray and set aside.

In a large bowl whisk together the cornbread mix, corn,
creamed corn, eggs, butter and salt until mixed.

Gently fold in 1/2 cup sour cream and 1 cup of the shredded
cheese. Pour into the prepared casserole dish and top with the
remaining cheese.

Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, until the center is set. Let cool
slightly before digging in! Enjoy!

Note:

To spice it up, add some green chiles and
substitute pepper-jack cheese.

The Wisdom of
Eagle City Ed

I hate it when prople in a commercial
have more fun in 30 seconds than I will
ever have in my lifetime!

Inland Empire
Metal Detectors

12105 E an Sprague, Spokane, WA
(inside Pine Street Market)

Multi-Line Dealer
Garrett, Tesoro, Fisher
Keene, Coming Soon : MineLab
Detectors, Gold Pans
And ALL Accessories
Over 100 Years of Combined Experience

E-mail: cstreasure@centurytel.net

509-999-0692 or 208-660-4852
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