
Research Ethics and Misconduct Statement 
 
The African Studies Research Forum (ASRF) in order to maintain the integrity and high quality of 
its publications and research activities expects all contributors to The Journal of African Studies 
and Research Forum (The JASRF) to adhere to the strong ethical standards and appropriate 
research procedures related to plagiarism and ethical research conduct described as follows: 
 
Plagiarism is the inappropriate use of another person’s research, ideas, indexes/scales, etc. without 
proper acknowledgement or their consent. It is the responsibility of all authors to ensure that their 
respective works are cited appropriately according to the format of their respective disciplines. In 
the case where datasets, tables, and/or index/scales are used or included in your work, such use 
must have the appropriate consent of the owner(s). Thus, authors should ensure that their submitted 
works reflect original ideas with appropriate citations of supporting documentations where 
necessary. 
 
Ethical Research Conduct is the process of engaging in research practices that ensure important 
and meaningful contributions to existing bodies of knowledge. This means engaging in processes 
that include, but not limited to, protecting the sources of information (respondents, interviewees, 
target groups, documentation, etc.), falsification and fabrication, inappropriate authorship, and 
conflict of interest. 
 

• Protecting the source of information—the generation of new knowledge is contingent on 
getting reliable sources of information. Often, the different courses of information are 
connected directly or indirectly to human subjects. Therefore, it is the responsibility of all 
contributors that their works are certified by respective Institutional Review Boards (IRBs). 

• Falsification and Fabrication involve the manipulation of research information, equipment 
or processes, and the generation of unsubstantiated data to support preconceived fixed 
outcomes. This includes making up, modifying or excluding data. 

• Appropriate authorship—all authors to be included on a submission must have contributed 
to the research or work. 

• Conflict of Interest—all authors must disclose potential conflict of interest that may 
jeopardize the research and threaten the integrity of The JASRF. 


