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Legislative Vision of Representatives: Viola Davis, Sandra Scott, and Kim
Schofield - Aligning with the Atlanta Urban League’s ‘State of Black Georgia’

Democratic Representatives Viola Davis, Sandra Scott, and Kim Schofield are dedicated
to outlining their legislative agenda and vision for 2024. Their motivation stems from
the resounding calls for justice and equity in various aspects such as education,
economic development, voting rights, criminal justice reform, gun safety reform,
healthcare, and housing.

These Representatives have crafted impactful legislation that can bring positive change
to our community. They have also identified crucial legislation that will propel Georgia
forward in the years to come. Their unwavering commitment to championing these
important laws stems from their understanding of the transformative impact they can
have on our community.

Their tireless efforts are focused on making a tangible difference in the lives of the
people they represent. They are firmly dedicated to being the voice of their constituents
in their respective districts and across the entire state of Georgia. Their aim is to bring
about the much-needed changes that their communities desire and deserve.

For further information on the Atlanta Urban League’s ‘State of Black Georgia’ please
visit (https://ulgatl.org/sobg-2023/)

“Working Together for the Greater Good”
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https://ulgatl.org/sobg-2023/

Education

Elevate Education & Eliminate Disparities

We filed great legislation around education to elevate education and eliminate disparities.
We strive to improve the Quality Basic Education Act (QBE) to improve the formula used
to fund education and provide services.

House Bill 3, or the "Support for Students Living in Poverty Act", drafted by
Representative Sandra Scott will provide additional resources to certain students who may
be living in poverty. The fiscal note estimates HB 3 will provide an additional $300 million
dollars for the education of “Students Living in Poverty”. Georgia is 1 of 6 states yet to
fund “Students Living in Poverty” while the other states provide funding.

“A student’s financial status should never hinder his or her educational opportunities,” said
Rep. Sandra Scott. “House Bill 3 would provide a pathway for schools to receive grant
funding that would launch programs that directly serve our low-income students, such as
wrap-around learning interventions, additional counselors for mental health care, and even
transportation for low- income students to participate in dual enrollment programs. It’s time
for Georgia to join the majority of states across our country that currently provide this
additional funding for low-income students.”

House Bill 3 would examine the program weights and funding requirements under the
Quality Basic Education Act to issue grants that benefit students in poverty. Using funds
appropriated by the Georgia General Assembly, the State Board of Education (BOE) would
issue grant funding to local units of administration for programming geared towards these
students in need. Under HB 3, students in poverty would include students whose family unit
is enrolled in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and/or the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, students who are experiencing
homelessness, students in foster care or migrant students.

For more information on HB3, please click https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63471

To watch the hearing on HB3 https://youtu.be/vUiXAQ53dvk

Opinion: Georgia students living in poverty left behind in Kemp’s plan, by Maureen
Downey, The Atlanta-Journal Constitution, February 1, 2022.
https://www.ajc.com/education/get-schooled-blog/opinion-georgia-students-living-in-
poverty-left-behind-in-kemps-plan/4DLUXUY36FGYPGKYHTNSWFH731l/



https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63471
https://youtu.be/vUiXAQ53dvk
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Assessing Education Funding and Legislative Priorities

In a thought-provoking piece titled “State of Education Funding (2023): Opportunity 1s
Knocking,” authored by Stephen Owens from the GBPI on January 26, 2023, the current
status of education funding is examined. The article can be accessed here: State of
Education Funding (2023): Opportunity is Knocking

Representative Viola Davis shares her perspective on the importance of prioritizing
underfunded schools in an op-ed titled “Governor, State School Chief must make
underfunded schools top priority.” Her article can be found here: OP/ED: Governor, State
School Chief must make underfunded schools top priority

Senate Bill 233 (SB233), known as ‘The Georgia Promise Scholarship Act’, is a subject
of discussion. It primarily targets schools with a majority of Black students and those with a
majority of students living in poverty. The projected cost of SB233, upon full
implementation, is conservatively estimated at an additional $150 million. However, it is
important to note that this voucher system would divert public funds from schools that cater
to these specific student populations.

Considering the welfare of Georgia’s children, state lawmakers are urged to reject SB 233.
Instead, they should explore alternative legislation such as SB 284 or HB 668, which
propose additional funding for students who are most in need. It is worth mentioning that
House Bill 3 aligns with this alternative approach.

Senate Bill 233 (SB233) — ‘The Georgia Promise Scholarship Act’ - Targets Majority
Black Schools and Those with Majority Students in Poverty:

« Senate Bill 233 is conservatively projected to cost an additional $150 million
upon full implementation.

o This voucher would divert public funds from schools serving majority Black
students and majority living in poverty.

« State lawmakers concerned about Georgia’s children should reject SB 233 and
consider legislation like SB 284 or HB 668 which provide additional funding
for students who need it most.

« House Bill 3 included.


https://gbpi.org/state-of-education-funding-2023-opportunity-is-knocking/
https://gbpi.org/state-of-education-funding-2023-opportunity-is-knocking/
https://ocgnews.com/op-ed-georgia-governor-state-schools-chief-must-make-underfunded-schools-top-priority/
https://ocgnews.com/op-ed-georgia-governor-state-schools-chief-must-make-underfunded-schools-top-priority/

Rep. Doreen Carter, Rep. Kim Schofield, Rep. Viola Davis, and Rep. Sandra Scott

SB 233 Comparison
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House Bill 712 - Ensuring Adequate Funding for School Transportation

House Bill 712 (HB 712), spearheaded by Rep. Viola Davis, aims to secure full funding for
transportation in school districts across Georgia. This legislation seeks to amend Part 5 of
Article 6 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the O.C.G.A., which pertains to program weights and
funding requirements under Quality Basic Education (QBE). Its purpose is to increase
funding specially designated for transportation throughout the state of Georgia. For more
detailed information on HB 712, please visit: HB 712 Legislation

Addressing Transportation Funding Shortcomings in Georgia

Georgia has a recurring issue of inadequately funding pupil transportation, which poses
safety concerns and imposes significant financial burdens on local school districts.
According to the Georgia Budget and Public Institute (GBPI):

1. With no additional money planned for student transportation, local districts are again
left to address the issue with little help, especially troublesome for rural school
districts.

2. One culprit for the rising transportation costs is the failure to account for the true
needs of Georgia’s schools. The Quality Basic Education (QBE) formula traditionally
funds pay for driver salaries and school bus replacement. Since FY 2011 bus
replacement has been financed outside QBE through the sale of bonds.

3. State policymakers shifted the responsibility for paying health insurance costs for
non-teaching staff from the state to local school districts.2 This decreased further
state education spending, leaving districts to cover the cost.

4. School districts saddled with health insurance and higher transportation costs, once
carried by the state, are tapping money once used for other school needs. Rising fuel
prices and the need for more drivers as enrollment grows also eat at local budgets.
Meanwhile, state lawmakers declined to come up with enough money to replace the
state’s aging bus fleet.

These circumstances highlight the pressing need to address transportation funding
inadequacies in Georgia’s education system. HB 712 serves as a crucial step toward
rectifying this issue and ensuring that school districts receive the necessary financial
support to provide safe and efficient transportation for students.


https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/65215
https://gbpi.org/georgia-lawmakers-should-renew-their-commitment-to-student-transportation/#_edn1

K-12 Transportation Cost Rises, State Funding Does Not
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https://stateaffairs.com/georgia/education/georgia-school-bus-driver-shortages-aging-buses-
ptl/
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Source: Final Report of the Senate Study Committee on School Transportation, Nutrition and Support Personnel

(2000).

Georgia State Senate. GBPI analysis of District Expenditure Reports, fiscal years 2001, 2011 and 2018,

and State Mid-term Allotment Sheets, fiscal years 2001, 2011 and 2018, Georgia Department of Education.

Georgia has one of the highest overall rates of child poverty in the nation and
simultaneously provides schools with no specific funding to support these children—
one of only six such states.[2]

Georgia must join the rest of the nation and create an Opportunity Weight in the
school funding formula to specifically address the needs of students living in poverty.
This type of funding would help ensure these students are given comparable
opportunities to their wealthier peers.

As of 2020, Georgia had more children (aged 0-17) in poverty than 43 other
states.[3] According to the most recent Georgia KIDS COUNT Data, 20 percent of
children in Georgia live in families with incomes below the federal poverty

level.[4] Black and Brown children are much more likely to live in poverty than their
white and Asian American or Pacific Islander (AAPI) neighbors. The map below
shows the distribution of students in poverty by school district.
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Renewing the Commitment to Student Transportation in Georgia

For a comprehensive analysis on the importance of renewing the commitment to student
transportation in Georgia, please refer to the article titled, “Georgia Lawmakers Should
Renew Their Commitment to Student Transportation,” available at Georgia Lawmakers
Should Renew Their Commitment to Student Transportation.
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Addressing Child Poverty and Funding Disparities

Child poverty remains a pressing concern in Georgia, with one of the highest rates in the
nation. Surprisingly, the state provides no specific funding to support these children,
making it one of only six states lacking such provisions.

To address this issue and ensure equitable opportunities for students living in poverty,
Georgia should align with the rest of the nation and incorporate an Opportunity Weight into
the school funding formula. This targeted funding approach would cater to the unique needs
of students facing economic hardship, enabling them to access comparable opportunities to
their wealthier peers.

As of 2020, Georgia had a larger population of children (aged 0-17) living in poverty
compared to 43 other states. According to recent data from Georgia KIDS COUNT, 20
percent of children in the state reside in families with incomes below the federal poverty
level. It is important to note that children from Black and Brown communities are
disproportionately affected by poverty compared to their white and Asian American or
Pacific Islander (AAPI) counterparts. The distribution of students in poverty, by school
district, can be visualized through the provided map.

These statistics emphasize the urgency of addressing child poverty and funding disparities
in Georgia, advocating for proactive measures that ensure every student has an equal
opportunity to thrive.

Representative Imani Barnes
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Representative Imani Barnes at the Capitol

House Bill 510 - Ensuring Healthy Start for Georgia Students

House Bill 510 (HB 510), introduced by Rep. Imani Barnes, aims to provide free breakfast
and lunch to all students enrolled in Georgia public schools. Additionally, the bill promotes
the utilization of locally sourced Georgia-grown food in school cafeterias. This legislation
proposes amendments to Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the O.C.G.A., which focuses on
elementary and secondary education. It encompasses provisions for offering breakfast and
lunch programs to all public-school students, ensuring no-cost meals for students qualifying
under federal and state guidelines for reduced-price meals. The bill also outlines the
incorporation of school breakfast programs within the framework of the Quality Basic
Education Act. For a more comprehensive understanding of HB 510, please refer to the
following link: HB510 Legislation

An informative news story on Channel 11 provides further insight into the positive impact
of this Georgia bill. To learn more, please visit: News Story on Channel 11

Update: Governor Kemp has vetoed the allocation of funds in the budget intended for
providing low-cost breakfast and lunch to Georgia students. This veto represents a reduction
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