Ethics Law in DeKalb County
The ethics law that we had was found to be unconstitutional. However, we
have two powerful entities that have the ability to enact ethics legislation to
include (1) The DeKalb County Delegation and the (2) Board of
Commissioners. I ask that everyone remember that there is nothing weaker
than going over 2-3 years without an ethics law and/or ethics board. If the
ethics law and/or board continued without constitutional legislation, the
threat of defunding the ethics office was on the table.
As a newly elected official, I understand that no one elected official can
move legislation without having the votes of other elected officials that add
up to the magical number of nine (9) for the DeKalb Delegation.
Remember, the Board of Commissioners was asked by our coalition in 2017
to enact ethics legislation before I was elected. We need to work together to
ensure an ethics law and board exist.
We had multiple extreme versions of the ethics legislation that was unable
to produce enough votes to pass. Senator Emanuel Jones walked a fine line
to produce legislation that would produce the 9 votes needed. Senator
Jones explained to me that it is easier to amend the ethics legislation after
we produce an ethics law that’s constitutional. Senator Jones also pointed
to the fact that the board has the power to keep the ethics officer. However,
the ethics legislation was voted down with over 60% of voters.
We need to work together to ensure our ethics legislation is constitutional
and provides an independent Board of Ethics to create an overall strong
law.

Four Point Action Plan to the Ethics Legislation

1. Restore - Restore an independent ethics board with constitutional
legislation.
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2. Repeal - Repeal the practice of vendors and contractors giving gift
cards to employees during the procurement process and/or at any
other time to ensure there are no malfeasance, wrongdoing, and
alleged criminal activity.

3. Recuse - Recusal process for episodes of conflict of interest. There
must be a method for a person to recuse themselves when there is a
conflict of interest.

4. Respect – Respect the opinions of everyone involved in the process
of developing and/or analyzing the ethics legislation and ensuring
civil behavior free of intimidation, retaliation, racial overtones, and
overall behavior that threatens the elected officials and the general
public.

Serious issues to address concerning Ethics Legislation

1. The research will demonstrate that DeKalb County ethics legislation
is unique because Metro Atlanta has ethics legislation written on the
local level through the ordinance process to include:
Review of some of the other jurisdictions to include the City of Atlanta,
Cobb County, Gwinnett County and Fulton County have ethics codes that
were adopted as ordinances and thus their codes can be changed by their
governing authority or city council without going through a referendum
unlike DeKalb whose ethics code was adopted by a local act of the General
Assembly with a referendum.
a. Cobb County Code of Ethics https://www.cobbcounty.org/board/county-clerk/boards-andauthorities/board-ethics; http://cobbcounty.elaws.us/code/coor
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b. Gwinnett County Ethics https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/departments/count
yclerk/codeofethics
a) https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/departments/
countyclerk/codeofethics
Code of Ethics
b) https://library.municode.com/ga/gwinnett_county/codes/code
_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH54HURE_ARTIICOE
T

c. Fulton County Ethics
a) https://fultoncountyga.gov/commissioners/clerk-to-thecommission/code-of-ethics

d. City of Atlanta Ethics
b) https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/boards-andcommissions/board-of-ethics/code-of-ethics

2. The research will demonstrate that there are a number of cities within
DeKalb County that do not have ethics legislation written within their
charter. We have received requests from taxpayers and voters to
write legislation that can be applied to the county and cities alike.
a. Request copies of the city’s ethics legislation and/or laws
b. Verify the legislation is within the charter
c. Verify that the prior ethics legislation did not apply to the cities
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3. Research has found a true racial divide among the minority elected
officials that has a few demanding a true check and balance on the
power given to the ethics officer due to the overall fear of acts of
discrimination through the ethics officer targeting black elected
officials.

Ethics Referendum Mandate for 2019:
Results:
Ethics Referendum Ballot Question:

Ethics Referendum SB7 Vote Count:
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1. Keep the Ethics Officer
2. Remove the Human Resource Requirement
3. Remove the DeKalb County CEO and BOC from the
legislation

Future Legislation:
Goals and Objectives are to create legislation that is constitutional to
include:
1. Reconstitute the Ethics Board
2. Remove the Gift section of the Ethics Law
3. Recusal - Address the issue of “conflict of interest” and
“recusal”
Legislative Counsel noted there would be no need for a referendum if the
ethics legislation does not include the Board of Commissioners and the
Chief Executive Officer within the legislation. However, there have been
multiple threats of further court challenges if there is not a referendum.
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Timeline for the Ethics Legislation for Legislative Session 20202021:
Schedule 3-4 days of testimony designed to help craft the ethics legislation.
After the testimony, we must have public comment and input to ensure
there is not a repeat of last year’s feeling of the public being excluded from
the process.
Testimony examples:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

A representative from the Solicitor’s office
A representative from the District Attorney’s office
A representative from the CEO office
A representative from the BOC office
Ethics experts to assess the legislation presented
The attorney that has sued DeKalb County concerning ethics
legislation
7. A representative from the DeKalb Ethics office
8. A representative from the Board of Ethics in DeKalb County
9. Public comment after testimonies
Members of the Joint Senate and House Committee/Task Force will have
the opportunity to question the people providing the testimony.
Update: Chair Karla Drenner has changed the Joint Senate and House
Committee/Task Force to a House Ethics Committee.
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