
 

WHY IS IT? 

Some things are difficult for me to understand. I am not 
referring to the sciences or mathematics, even though I 
could for they gave me a lot of trouble when I was in 
school—I am talking about some things that, on the 
surface, seem simple enough but yet often have me 
asking myself, "Why?" 

Smoking 

Why is it, in the face of all we know about the dangers of 
smoking, people still smoke cigarettes? 

A person would have to have been a hermit for the past 
40 years not to know of the harmful effects of smoking 
cigarettes. It is well documented that this habit causes 
cancer, heart disease, lung ailments and other maladies. 
There is not a rational person who can say that he does 
not know how harmful smoking is to one's health. Yet, 
people continue to puff away. Why? 

The reasons are many but basically I believe there are 
two main ones. 

1) The "Superman Syndrome." This is the idea that while 
others may be adversely affected by it, it will not hurt me. 
I knew a woman who had smoked for 65 years. She had 
to have portions of both of her lungs removed because 
of cancer. She had less than 15% of her lung capacity. 
She needed oxygen nearly all the time. Yet she would 
not stop smoking. Why? She claimed it was not harmful 
to her. She said that her cancer came from working in a 
peanut warehouse when she was a teenager and that 
the peanut dust caused her respiratory problems. Sadly, 
there are many people like her. 

2) "Nobody's going to tell me what to do. I'll live or die as I 
please." Many who know how harmful smoking is do it 
just to be rebellious. The more you warn and caution 
some people about the dangers of a thing or practice, 
they, instead of being deterred from it, have their interest 
in it heightened. They somehow think that it makes them 
an independent thinker. 

Seatbelts 

I must also ask "Why?" when it comes to using seatbelts 
while driving. Why is it that people who know the dangers 
of not wearing seatbelts or not having their children wear 
them, do not "buckle up?" 

I believe the reasons are the same as those cited for 
smoking cigarettes: "It won't happen to me." "Nobody's 
going to tell me what to do." "I just don't like wearing a 

belt. It is uncomfortable so I am not going to wear one. I'll 
do what I like." 

Sin 
You knew the main lesson of this article was not really 
smoking or seatbelt usage. It is just that when one starts 
asking "Why?" when it comes to these practices, one 
sees the same reasons that people use when it comes to 
sin against God and their participation in it. 

The dangers of sin are plainly revealed in Scripture. The 
soul that sins shall die (Ezek. 18:20). "The wages of sin is 
death" (Rom. 6:23). All sinners will have their place in the 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone (Rev. 21:8). 
Seeing the fate of the sinner, why do people sin? 

1) They sin because they think others may suffer but 
somehow they will not. They believe somehow they will 
be exempted from such suffering. But God is impartial 
(Acts 10:34-35). He promises that one will reap what he 
sows (Gal. 6:7-8). If one sows to the flesh, to sin, he will 
reap corruption. There will be no exceptions. "For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad"     
(2 Cor. 5:10). 

2) Some will not be guided by the Bible. They refuse to 
submit to the will of God choosing, rather, to follow their 
own will. Nobody, not even God, is going to tell them how 
to live their lives. 

3) They want to sin. They want the pleasures of sin                   
(Heb. 11:24-26). They are willing to give up an eternity of 
joy in the presence of God for the passing pleasures of 
sin.  Many have exchanged their soul for sins they enjoy         
(Matt. 16:26).  

~ Gene Taylor, Church of Christ, Zion, Illinois 

SEPTEMBER 2024 What’s Up Wickliffe! 

Check Out What’s Inside 

 Page 2  September Schedule   

   Birthdays/Anniversaries            

 Page 3  WPC Picnic Update/Photos 

 Page 4            Additional Photos 

   Peace & Global Witness 

           Page 5             In Memorium                                        
   Event Announcements      
   Needle’s Eye Ministry 

 Page 6            September Calendar 

  



 

Page 2 What’s Up Wickliffe! 

September Schedule 

********************************************************** 

 
September 1     15th Sunday After Pentecost 
                   
September 8     16th Sunday After Pentecost 
                 
September 15   17th Sunday After Pentecost 
   Support Meeting 
                  
September 22    18th Sunday After Pentecost 
 
September 29    19th Sunday After Pentecost 

            Benevolence Sunday 
 
 
   
     

September 8 Tracy Martin 

September 13 Kimberly Clark 

September 14 Debby Fabian 

September 15     Donna Cooper 

September 16 Bob Fabian 

September 22 Carole Leslie 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Tuesday - Closed 

Wednesday - Closed 

Thursday - 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Friday - Closed 

(Hours may vary.  Please contact the office for an 

appointment if you need in the church) 

Church Website:  www.wickliffepc.com 

Secretary’s Email: wickliffepc@gmail.com  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Wickliffe Presbyterian Church 

45 Idlewood Rd. 

Austintown, OH 44515 

P: 330-792-6441  F: 330-792-1006  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

TLCC Daycare and Preschool 

Director, Norma Johnson 

330-792-9048 

 

Sept. 3      Rich & Janelle Truslow 

Sept. 24    Jeff & Jamie Bryant  

Sept. 25    Ricky & Nancy Witt     

http://www.wickliffepc.com
mailto:wickliffepc@gmail.com
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WICKLIFFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PICNIC            

SUNDAY, August 11, 2024 

What a great day of fellowship, music 
and, of course, yummy food!  Thank 
you to all who brought the yummy 
food, who helped set up tables and 
chairs, who grilled, who ran to the 
store, and who cleaned up after!!! 

But, most of all, those who welcomed      
and visited with our guests from                        
the Pentecostal House of Prayer,                    
Farrell, PA! 

 We met our guests for the first                     
time on July 7 at our Third                             
Annual Needle’s Eye Service                             
and had a delightful time                                 
getting to know one another.                                   

  And so our picnic invitation                         
followed.  And they have                      
invited us to their Annual                             
Fish Fry on September 1st! 

    Bill and I will be going so if                       
anyone else wishes to go, let me 
know!  Since that date is during                                 
 Labor Day Weekend, my                     
 fingers are crossed that some 
 of us will be able to attend!  

  More information follows in 
  this newsletter and in the                 
  bulletins. 

    Growth Committee:             

    Donna Cooper                                                      
    Debby Fabian                                                            
    Janet Walston  

MORE                  

PHOTOS 

NEXT         

PAGE! 
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A few more photos from the picnic... 

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS                                                                                                     
PRESBYTERIAN SPECIAL OFFERING 

"SOWING THE SEEDS OF PEACE" 

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s 
peace extends throughout all Creation.  Whenever the church 
gathers to worship, we are assured of Christ’s peace. We                       
celebrate that we are connected, we are loved, and we are not 

alone. Through the Peace and Global Witness, October 6, our church extends peace to our                   
community and our world. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Peacemaking approved by the 192nd General Assembly in 
1980. 

 25% of the Offering stays with local congregations, 25% within the region, and 50% supports 
the work for peace and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians across the globe. 

 

~ Donna Cooper 
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Needle’s Eye Soup Ministry 

 

Wonderful Wickliffe, keep up the 
great work donating cans of soup, 
beans, and jars of peanut butter!  

Thank you!  ~  Donna Cooper 

 

GOODTIMERS will meet                          

Wednesday, September 11 at                   

11:30 AM at Denny’s on Mahoning Ave.  

                  ~Grace Brown 

 

A REQUEST FROM                                    

JEFF BRYANT, CHAIRMAN                  

WPC SERVICE COMMITTEE 

If you need to enter the church, 

please don’t do so after dark.                         

This is for your safety!                       

If  you need to do so, contact                           

Jeff at 330-402-4498 and he will 

meet you there. 

Thank you! 

Newsletter Content 

Wanted! 

 

Our monthly newsletter,                                

can at times be quite sparse and 

I need your help to fill the pages. 

Some ideas of things that can be 

submitted are: 

Church and Family                  

Celebrations 

  Prayer and                           

    Praise Requests 

 Poems and Stories 

 Favorite Recipes 

 

Let’s beef up our future newsletters to reflect our church  

and family life.  I welcome your contributions! 

Thank you!                                                                                      

Audrey Covault, WPC Secretary 

The DISCOVERY GROUP will meet                           

Tuesday, September 24 at 12:30 PM     

here at Wickliffe Church. 

~ Grace Brown 

Our deepest sympathy 

and prayers for comfort 

are extended to Jamie 

Bryant and family for the 

loss of  her grandmother 

and former member of our                

church, Beverly I. Lunn. 

Beverly passed away      

Monday, August 12, 2024, in The Villages, 

Florida, where she lived.  Bev and her husband 

of 64 years, Kenny, moved from Ohio to                       

Florida in 2003 to allow more time to enjoy 

outside activities. 

Bev is survived by four children, eight grand-

children and multiple great grandchildren.  A 

memorial will be held at a later date. 

May she rest in peace and may perpetual light 

shine upon her. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

September 2024 

Newsletter     

Deadline 

11:30 AM                     

Goodtimers  

Denny’s                        

4927 Mahoning 

Ave. 

10:00 AM                         

Worship Service 

10:00 AM                         

Worship Service 

10:00 AM                       

Worship Service 

10:00 AM                           

Worship Service 

10:00 AM                          

Worship Service 

5:45 PM Tops 

5:45 PM Tops 

5:45 PM Tops 

5:45 PM Tops 

8:00 PM                              

AA Mtg. 

8:00 PM                         

AA Mtg. 

8:00 PM                        

AA Mtg. 

8:00 PM                         

AA Mtg. 

8:00 PM                      

AA Mtg. 

2 PM  Fish Fry                     

Farrell, PA 

6:00 PM                        

TLCC Board 

Meeting 

6:00 PM                         

Session                    

Meeting 

12:30 PM                         

Discovery 

Group-WPC 

Faith Journey                         

Sunday School Class-

9:00 AM 

Adult II Sunday School 

Class-11:15 AM 

Support                      

Meeting 


