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NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS

We’'re all familiar with the practice of New Year's
resolutions where we try to identify the habits that
could improve our lives: exercise more, eat
healthier food, stick to our budget, stay organized,
etc. | know many people who make these sorts of
resolutions. But the old trope is that it is hard to
stick to these resolutions. Maybe we aim our
resolutions too high or maybe we lack the
willpower. But how often do we joke about our
treadmill becoming a clothes rack, our healthy
green smoothies giving way to donuts, our budget
buckling under retail therapy or clutter reclaiming
our space. Setbacks feel like failures and we look
for reasons that we never really needed our New
Year’s resolutions in the first place.

Recently someone approached me about the
invitation to communion | started using here on
Sundays. “This is the table of the Lord. It is made
ready for those who love him and those who want
to love him more. So come, you who have much
faith and you who have little; you who have been
here often and you who have never been before;
you who have tried to follow Jesus and you who
have failed. Come, for it is the Lord who invites
you. And it is his will to meet you here.” This is not
a prayer | wrote but one | first heard when visiting
my parents at their church. And that priest found it
in the prayer book for the religious community of
lona based out of Scotland. Everyone who’s said
anything to me about this prayer has loved it so
when this person approached me, | expected
more of that praise.

But I didn’t get more of that praise in this
conversation. “Can we change it? | don’t like the
part about failure. It's a little harsh.” | felt
conflicted. On one hand, | don’t like changing
prayers written by people who know better than |
do. The Scottish monastics who wrote these
prayers were careful and deliberate in their word
choice. On the other hand, she wasn’t wrong... it
is harsh. Failing is harsh and being reminded of it
right before I’'m supposed to receive the
sustenance for my Christian journey can feel like

a bit of a put down.

| forget how exactly | responded in that
conversation but | can write here with a little more
thought how | want to respond. Let’s keep the
prayer as it is. | think God tolerates failure a lot
more than our culture does, and keeping the word
‘fail’ in that prayer might help us remember that. |
want to keep ‘fail’ in our prayers because failing is
a part of our human condition, not a sign that
something is wrong with us. Every failure is a sign
that we tried and that is what God is calling us to
do: try and try again, and hopefully (maybe?)
learn a lesson or two along the way. Divorce,
bankruptcy, addiction, missed deadlines,
diagnosis, etc. None of these lessen God’s
embrace of us. God isn’t surprised when we fail;
why should we be?

If you made a New Year’s resolution this year,
great. If you've already broken it, that’s great, too.
But | hope throughout all of the year, we hold fast
to the promise that there is nothing we could do to
make God love us more and nothing we could do
to make God love us less.

~ St. Patrick’s Lebanon

Check Out What’s Inside
Page 2 January Schedule

Birthdays/Anniversaries
Page 3 Per Capita Increase; PCUSA Special Offerings

Page 4 Deacons Thank You; Prayer for the New Year;
Church Flowers

Page 5 Letter to Wickliffe Church; Nominating Request

Page 6 Congregational Mtg. Deadline; Needle’s Eye;
Goodtimers; Discovery Group; Coins for Church

Page 7 Church Bulletin Bits

Page 8 January Calendar




What’s Up Wickliffe!

DECEMBER SCHEDULE
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January 4 2nd Sunday of Christmas

January 11 Baptism of the Lord M Bh‘t‘”‘b&“l!_

January 18 2nd Sunday After Epiphany

+Support Meeting January 1 Bev Bagoly

January 15  Georgia Velly

January 25 3rd Sunday After Epiphany January 23 Bobbi Jo Smith
¢+ Benevolence Sunday January 30  Grace Brown

Church Office Hours:
Monday - 9:00am - 12:00pm
Tuesday - Closed
Wednesday - Closed
Thursday - 9:00am - 12:00pm
Friday - Closed

(Hours may vary. Please contact the office for an TMV o ﬁ%red ["tm giﬁs,

appointment if you need in the church)

Church Website: www.wickliffepc.com 50[({ ﬂtﬂ-ﬂ{ ﬁﬂ«ﬂki%wﬂﬁl
Secretary’s Email: wickliffepc@gmail.com v ﬂn&( mvﬂ[‘“

Wickliffe Presbyterian Church
45 Idlewood Rd.
Austintown, OH 44515

P: 330-792-6441 F: 330-792-1006

Matthew Z:17

TLCC Daycare and Preschool

Director, Norma Johnson
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2026 Per Capita increased to $35.00.
Per Capita information flyers are available at the church.

Starting January 1, 2026, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will reduce its Special Offerings from
four to three and restructure them to focus on causes rather than programs.

Reduction of Offerings: The current four Special Offerings will be reduced to three. The Pentecost
Offering will be eliminated, and its supported causes will be integrated into a restructured
Christmas Joy Offering.

New Structure: The remaining offerings will be:

Christmas Joy Offering: This will support at-risk children, youth, and young adults,
leadership development for people of color, and the Board of Pensions assistance program
for church servants in need. It will be received during Advent.

One Great Hour of Sharing: This offering will focus on disaster relief, hunger, poverty,
climate change, and immigration issues. It will be interpreted during Lent and received on
Palm Sunday and/or Easter Sunday.

World Communion Offering: Formerly known as the Peace and Global Witness Offering, this
will support grants to councils of the church and causes related to racial justice, gender
justice, and peacemaking. It will be received on World Communion Sunday in October.

Grant Application Process: Instead of retaining portions of the offerings at the congregational level,
congregations and mid councils will apply for grants to support their chosen causes, which may
provide more equitable access to funding for smaller congregations.

Note: These changes reflect a strategic shift in how the PC(USA) approaches its Special Offerings,
aiming to streamline efforts and enhance the impact of contributions across the church's mission.

~Donna Cooper
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ra {] ;ZI THANK YOU FROM THE DEACONS OF WICKLIFFE!
=V |8

e = A huge thank you to all our members who supported the
Deacon Mll‘llStl'y Deacons in any way during this holiday season.

Thanks to your wonderful generosity, we supported 4
different missions. We gave 9 Christmas Shoeboxes to children,14 presents of toys
and qifts to Protestant Family Services and 58 items of gloves, scarves, socks and
mittens to Needle’s Eye to be given to needy children.

None of this would be possible without you!

Wishing a Happy and Healthy New Year one and all!
~The Deacons of Wickliffe

Our Church easels are missing! If borrowed, please return to the Narthex!!

There is a Flower Chart
in the narthex for WPC
members to purchase
altar flowers in memory
of or in honor of a loved

P A/tar one.

A Pravend : e I have established an
Peace & GOO ) . | agreement with Crystal Vase Florist,
—— 5623 Mahoning Ave., Austintown. Their

As the dawn breaks on a new phone number is 330-793-4545. They have
. our Tax Exempt number. If you order flowers,
year, let us give thanks for all you need to pay for them. Do Not Charge
we hold dear: the Church,

our health. our fam||y and Contact me and I will pick them up on the
. ’ Saturday before church. If I am not available,
our friends. Let us release our then you will need to pick them up yourself

grudges, our anger and our and deliver them to the church.

pains, for these are nothing | |~ Srace Brown
but binding chains. Let us live
each day in the most loving

ways, the God-conscious way.
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LETTER TO WICKLIFFE
Greetings One and All,

| want to inform the congregation that PASTOR MARSHA PARRISH has accepted our offer to be the
Minister for Wickliffe Presbyterian Church and Hubbard Presbyterian Church. She will be starting
her services with us on January 11, 2026 for a one year contract. Pastor Marsha will be working

30 hours total per week between both churches. In the next month we will post her information so
you can get a hold of her for any concerns.

As part of this shared ministry, both churches have been accommodating to make Pastor
Marsha's time with us meaningful. One of the items will be that both churches have adapted
their service times by 1/2 hour. Wickliffe will now be starting our services at 9:30 am as of
1/11/26 with Sunday school following. Hubbard Church's service will now be 11:30 am.

We will continue to have a committee of Session members from both churches that will work with
Pastor Marsha throughout this year on ideas and any issues that may arise.

Let us welcome Pastor Marsha on 1/11/26 and if able, please arrive at church early that day so we
can socialize and get to know her better. Also whoever is providing coffee hour on that day, please
bring something special if able.

Remember on 1/11/26 worship service will be held at 9:30 am.

Thank you all so much for your continued prayers and patience as we work together to continue
our work through Jesus Christ.

In Christ,

~ Janelle Truslow

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REQUEST

It is that time of the year. If you are interested in
serving your Church being an Elder, Deacon, TLCC
Board Member or in a financial position, please
contact Tracy Martin at 330-941-0130.

Thank you, Tracy Martin
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congregutional

Needle’s Eye Soup Ministry

Happy New Year, Wonderful People of
Wickliffe! Thank you very, very much
for all your donations in 2025! Now let’s
start 2026 off with lots of donations of
cans of soup, beans and jars of peanut
butter!

¥ WICKLIFFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Our annual Congregational Meeting will be held
Sunday, February 8, 2026.

The deadline for submitting your annual reports is
Thursday, January 15, 2026. Please email it to me
in Word or Excel format—not a PDF. You are also
welcome to drop off a hand-written document if
that is more convenient for you.

_A = P . ﬁ_ Thank you ~Audrey Covault

GOODTIMERS will meet
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at
11:30 AM at Ruby Tuesday,

5555 Mahoning Ave., Austintown.
“Grace Brown

Thank you again ~ Donna Cooper

Tomare
_SouP
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A PRAYER FOR PEACE

L/

g Lord Jesus Christ, You are the true King of
~= peace. In You alone is found freedom.
~_ Please free our world from conflict,
especially in the Mideast and Ukraine.
Bring unity to troubled nations. Let Your
glorious peace reign in every heart. Dispel all darkness and evil.
Protect the dignity of every human life. Replace hatred with Your
love. Give wisdom to world leaders. Free them from selfish
ambition. Eliminate all violence and war. Glorious Virgin Mary,
Saint Michael the Archangel, every angel and saint: please pray for
peace. Pray for unity amongst nations. Pray for unity amongst all
people. Pray for the most vulnerable. Pray for those suffering. Pray
for the fearful. Pray for those most in need. Pray for us all. Jesus,
Son of the living God, have mercy on us. Jesus, hear our prayers.
Jesus, I trust in You! Amen.

The DISCOVERY GROUP will
meet Tuesday, January 27, 2026

at 12:30 PM.

“Grace Brown

Coins for Church

We are continuing our

"Coins for Church".

There is a container in
the Narthex for you to drop off your
spare change. This money is used for
building maintenance and repairs.
Any questions, please see Tracy
Martin.

~Tracy Martin




What’s Up Wickliffe!

R e | ALL SYSTEMS GO

Hold this rectangle to your face and blow on it.

If it turns green, call your physician. If it turns brown,
see your dentist. If it turns purple, consult your
psychiatrist. If it turns red, see your banker. If it turns
black, call your lawyer and make a will.

If it remains the same color, you’re in good health
and there is no reason on earth why you should not
be in church next Sunday morning!

GHORGE W KNIGHT

I AM THE NEW YEAR
I am the new year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of time.
I am your next chance at the art of living.
I am your opportunity to practice what you have learned about life during the last twelve months.
All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it out with more determination.
All the good that you tried for and didn’t achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer conflicting desires.

All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the faith that you claimed
but did not have—these slumber lightly, waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose.

[ am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, “Behold, I make all things new.”

I am the new year.

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy.

O divine master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

~ St. Francis of Assisi
Book Donated by Debby Fabian



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 AM
Worship Service
8:00 PM
AA Mtg. 5:45 PM TOPS
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 AM Deadline for
Worship Service 10:30 AM Submitting
TLCC Board 11:30 AM C tional
Mt Goodtimers ongregationa
& Reports
8:00 PM 5:45 PM TOPS
AA Mtg.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:00 AM
Worship Service
9:00 AM
Support Mtg. *kox 5:45 PM TOPS
MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. DAY
* .
500 PM Session Mig.
AA Mtg.
25 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 AM
Worship Service
12:30 PM
the Discovery
BE Nc U nffeﬂngE Newsletter Group
Deadline
8:00 PM
AA Mtg. 5:45 PM TOPS




