Rep. Richard Haggerty, House Chair
Sen. Julian Cyr, Senate Chair
Joint Committee on Housing
Massachusetts State House
24 Beacon Street, Room 146
Boston, MA 02133
Via E-Mail:
Robin.ketro@mahouse.gov
Meg.ribera@masenate.gov
Re:	Support for H3934 – A Bill to Create a Plymouth Land Bank
Dear Senator Cyr and Representative Haggerty:
I wish to express my support for the proposed Plymouth Land Bank.  
Plymouth is facing a housing affordability crisis.  51.4% of renters and 30.8% of homeowners in Plymouth are considered cost-burdened by their housing.  As a result, young people starting out are unable to come here and seniors trying to age in place are unable to stay.  
At the same time, legislation intended to create more affordable housing, well-meaning as it may be, has been unsuccessful in Plymouth.  Thousands of units of housing have been constructed in Plymouth pursuant to M.G.L. c. 40B and 40R.  However, because pricing for those units is tied to income levels in the greater Boston area, rents for units that are supposed to be “affordable” actually costs as much, if not more, than market rate housing.
Plymouth needs a means to create genuinely affordable housing suited to the needs of our community.  The Plymouth Land Bank proposal does that.  It creates opportunities to work with public, private, and non-profit entities to incentive them to build the types of housing Plymouth needs.  At the same time, it requires that those receiving Plymouth Land Bank support provide housing at an affordability level consistent with income levels in Plymouth. 
Equally important, the proposed Plymouth Land Bank is to be funded in a manner which has been shown to be successful elsewhere; through a land transfer fee that has numerous exemptions, limitations, and safeguards.  Unlike a general tax which would disproportionately affect those residents already experiencing affordability challenges, the transfer fee applies only to those who can reasonably afford it.  And because the proposed Plymouth Land Bank also allows those fees to be used for the purchase of land for open/recreational space and municipal needs, those paying the transfer fee will also directly benefit from it.  
For these reasons, I urge your Committee to vote in favor of the proposed Plymouth Land Bank.
Thank you for your consideration.
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