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O God, May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all of our hearts
be acceptable in Your sight, for You are our Strength and our Redeemer,
Amen,

But wait, there’s more! Keep reading and you learn about Elisha’s servant, a
man named Gehazi, who goes after Naaman once he leaves Elisha, asks for and
receives a large sum of money from Naaman, and then goes back to Elisha and lies
to him about where he’s been. Except the joke’s on Gehazi because Elisha already
knew about his wandering and pilfering, so Elisha curses Gehazi with Naaman’s
leprosy. The moral of the story is to be very careful about crossing your prophet!
All jokes aside, the theme of slave/servant is both plentiful and important in

understanding this passage.

I love this story. I first noticed it in a Catholic children’s Bible with a
selection of scripture readings. It was evening and my kids nominated the story
entitled “A Little Girl Helps Heal A Soldietr” for our bedtime reading. T was not
paying attention to where the story came from, and I remember thinking that I had
never heard that one before. This must be some apocryphal Catholic story! But,
nope, there she is, clear as day in any Protestant bible I had ever touched. In the
Bible, a healing/miracle story is not unique, but this character, this little girl, quite
literally 1is the definition of the word ‘unique’ and when we look closely at her, she

is truly remarkable.



She is described as taken captive from the land of Israel and very
specifically as m3wp 7w According to my Bible Nerd Software, the word for
young female (na’arah) appears 63 times in the Hebrew Bible but the adjective
(qutanah) paired with the noun (na’arah}) as seen in this sfory happens once and
only once in the entire book. The root for the adjective (qaton) means “small, little,
insignificant.” So the authors are not only calling her ybung, they emphasize her
youth, her smallness, her insigniﬁcaﬁce. She was likely pre-menstrual. All that to
say, we are talking about an incredibly young female child who also happens to be
a slave in the home of a powerful military enemy commander, She could not be

more different from the main protagonist in the story.

As one commentator notes, the most remarkable quality of this girl is that
“she maintains her humanity in the dehumanizing context of war and captivity” by
extending grace to the people holding power over her. Can you imagine the guts it
took for her to comment on her master’s skin condition to his wife and that her
suggestion includes going into enemy territory? I don’t want to belittle her words
or her faith but I wonder if she was doing that thing little kids do where they say
the first thing that comes to mind without thinking about it. Like a “From the

Mouths of Babes” situation.

We have the ten Hebrew words accredited to her and little else, but her

background cannot be taken for granted because what this little girl says to Ms.



Naaman somehow finds Naaman’s ears and ke actually heeds this child s advice.
Very quickly, he goes about it all wrong. Even though she clearly states he needs to
stand before the prophet of Israel, Naaman is still set in his old understanding of
power, and he involves both his king and the king of his enemies. The king of
Aram sends a note, and the king of Israel tears his clothes. Elisha is shaking his
head at all of this because apparently only one person recalls there is still a prophet
in [srael, and oh yeah, she isn’t even in the country anymore because she was
ripped away from her family as a spoil of war and now lives as a captive servant in
a foreign land. Naaman is greeted by an unnamed servant of Elisha’s house (maybe
- Gehazi, maybe not—the text does not say), given specific bathing instructions, and
then goes off to pout... until more servants get involved and talk some sense into
him! Eventually, Naaman bathes in the water and he is healed with his skin
restored to that of a jop "y1 (na’ar gaton} little boy. Not only that, Naaman

recognizes the God of Israel for the first time ever.

The unnamed little girl serves as the catalyst to Naaman'’s healing, but others
are required to trigger the desired reaction. The anonymous servant of Elisha
probably did not want to go out and tell the enemy commander what to do to be
healed, but he did it anyways. Naaman’s own servants continue the progress by
convincing their master the task is simple. Finally, after Naaman quits crying about

the water quality and takes his bath, he ends up referring to himself while speaking



to Elisha as “your servant” five times in the passage! Aside from his skin issues,
by ancient (and arguably modern) standards Naaman is the ‘perfect man.’ By the
end of the story, his healing which is spurred by the small words of others results in
an encounter with the God of Israel in the Jordan River. Yes, this encounter causes

external transformation, but more importantly it changes Naaman internally and he

is able to humble himself to the status of slave equating himself with the little slave

girl back at the beginning of the story.

God helps us get from sick to healed through our relationship with God
and with others and God uses the most surprising people to bring that healing
to the world. After all, Christians believe God sent a small, insignificant baby boy
to do the job. We must not allow our own smallness, littleness, insignificance to
stop us from doing God’s restorative work. And just as the little girl did not forget
her roots, when we do God’s work, we remember ours. We remember that we must
be as brave and as faithful as the little unnamed girl, as persistent as Naaman’s
servants, and as humble as Naaman becomes. Song-Mi Suzie Park reminds us that
in the previous chapter of 2 Kings Elisha spends much of his time helping those
less fortunate and on the margins, while chapter 5 focuses on how the marginalized
“function as significant and faithful conduits of YWHW's restorative gifts.” Again,

nothing new here. The marginalized as the real insiders is a common theme in both



testaments, but we should ask ourselves how is this story special and why does it

matter?

To echo Kyle’s words from last week, the seemingly small, little,
insignificant things we do and say pull on the web of the universe. As our country
celebrates its 249" birthday, our nation and its leaders would do well to remember
the small, little, insignificant heroine of foday’s scripture reading and the

implications of her words.

In a world where her speech does not matter, in God’s world they are the
words that bring about deep, profound change. In a world where a servant has no
right to tell the master what to do, in God’s world the servant is encouraged to
speak truth, even in the face of danger. In a world where the lowest echelons of
society rally around the powerful to take one big, beautiful step in the right
direction, in God’s world that step leads the powerful to their knees instead of up
on a pedestal of tax breaks for the 1%. And in a world where human leadership
and authority are not questioned and seen as divine, in God’s world, “as is clear,
foreigners — even foreign military commanders — and enslaved children are shown
as wiser, more aware, and more pious than the kings of Isracl.” So I ask us this,

Austin Heights: What small, little, insignificant things is God calling us to next?



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, One

True God, Mother of us all. Amen!



