
OrCam Read 5

Quick Instruction 
Guide



Congratulations on your purchase of the OrCam Read 5!

The device has unique features while offline, connected to your phone’s 
Bluetooth and when connected to a smart screen/computer.

Basic Instructions to Read Text Offline
To Power On/Off: At the back end of the device, press the rectangular 
button for 2 seconds.

To Control Volume: While device is not reading, you can press the + to 
increase volume or – button to reduce volume.

To Read: Press and hold the round trigger button for a red laser box to 
surround the text you want read. Once text is centered, release trigger 
and text will be read. Press the + button to skip forward, or the – button 
to skip backward.

To Use Handheld AI Assistant
Download OrCam App available on iOS and Android.

Turn device on holding Power button at end of device.

Open app and tap “Let’s Start” to pair. This is only necessary in initial 
pairing of phone. Device will be recognized by the app on future uses.

Place the round trigger button for a red laser box to surround the text 
you want read. Once text is centered, release trigger and text will be 
read. Press the + button to skip forward, or the – button to skip ahead.

Once you have captured text and the app is running, you can push 
and hold the trigger button and ask the Read 5 additional questions 
pertaining to the text in front of you. 



For example, you can ask Read 5 to summarize the text, find a specific 
phrase in the text, find an amount due, or even ask for additional 
information on the topic on the text captured. Push down the trigger 
button while asking a question and release the trigger button for answer. 
The device is equipped to respond to questions spoken while the  
trigger button is held down; releasing the trigger will enable the device  
to respond.

OrCam App 
While device is turned on, you will have full 
functionality of App.

Locate device tutorials on the Home page.

On the lower middle area of the App, press 
Gear symbol – you can increase/decrease 
Volume by sliding bar to the right/left.

You can increase/decrease the reading  
rate by moving Reading Rate Bar to the right/
left.

You can locate the device as long as the 
device is powered on by pressing the Find 
Me icon. Your Read 5 device will beep loudly 
and flash its light to help you locate your 
device.

You can connect to speakers, wireless 
headsets, or other Bluetooth devices by 
pressing “Connectivity Settings” and locating  
your preferred source.



Remote Control Feature
You can also use the Remote Control feature 
on the OrCam App to increase or decrease 
volume and reading rate.

You can click on the capture icon to capture 
an image with your Read 5 so the device can 
process it directly. You will not be able to 
save or upload an image from the app; this 
can only done while using the Magnification 
Feature discussed below.

The “Start Listening” button activates the  
AI assistant by enabling the device to listen 
for a question from the user.

Finally, the bottom bar allows the user to 
skip back, play, skip ahead or stop while it is 
reading text.

Connecting to Magnification Feature
Connectivity Options: Connect your Read 5 to a computer screen to use 
magnification features. This can be done via the provided USB-C cord, 
requiring no Wi-Fi connection, or it can be done wirelessly via Wi-Fi.

To connect with USB-C cord:

•	 Power on the Read 5 device

•	 Connect the Read 5 to your computer using a USB Type-C cord

•	 Place the Read 5 on the supplied stand

•	 On your computer, visit cast.orcam.com

•	 Press “Start”



•	 Create an account using your email address

•	 Click “Connect via USB” to connect your computer to the Read 5 device

To connect without USB-C via Wi-Fi:

•	 Make sure Read 5 device and computer are connected to the  
same Wi-Fi

•	 The Read device can be connected via the OrCam Read app  
or QR code by going to the website orcam.com/en-us/wifiset

•	 Visit cast.orcam.com on your computer
•	 Press “Start” 
•	 Create an account using your email address
•	 Follow instructions on screen to connect your device

Operating the Magnifier and AI assistant
Place a book or document underneath the Read 5 camera or upload a 
file from your computer. Use the Read 5 stand for simple hands-free 
document reading. 

Live stream mode
Make sure the document or book is placed underneath the device camera 
so all text is visible.

•	 AI assistant – Ask any question related to the scanned text and OrCam 
will provide an answer.

•	 Press the star button located in the center of the button bar 
If requested, allow access to your camera and microphone. These 
permissions are required for the web application to work properly.

•	 The Read 5 will snap a picture of the text, process it and then play 
a summary of the text



•	 You can now ask any questions regarding the text or any general 
questions, for example:

•	 Can you explain the first paragraph?”
•	 “When is the due date?”
•	 “Who is this letter addressed to?” 

•	 If you want the magnifier to read the entire text aloud instead 
of summarizing, press the “Audio Book” icon to switch to text 
reading mode. 

•	 Using the left side toolbar

Change connection type: switch between live capture and upload file

Toggle between the photo or text mode

Download a JPEG, copy text or download MP3 File

Change the colors of your reading content

Rotate the image

Adjust brightness of the image

Increase magnification

Decrease magnification

*If using access software, tab will move through each button or use 
hotkeys below for easy access



Hot Key Commands
Instead of your mouse, you can use the hot keys on your computer as 
shortcuts to navigate the magnifier. 

Key				     Action
1				    Download
2 				    Copy Text
3				    Download MP3 File
Escape			   Back
Backspace		  Back
t				    Change Contrast
r				    Rotate
c				    Contrast 
Ctrl+-			   Zoom Out
Ctrl+=			   Zoom In
-				    Zoom Out
=				    Zoom In
a				    Change Footer Note
Enter			   Hey OrCam Assistant
P 				    Stop Hey OrCam Assistant 
Ctrl + r			   Change Voice Rate
?				    Show Help Dialog

Troubleshooting
If having trouble connecting to your device from your phone’s hotspot, 
please check your devices settings to confirm that the “Maximize 
Compatibility” option is turned on.

Should you receive an error issue while using the handheld AI application, 
please use “Reset Installation Retries” under General Settings.

If you have any additional issues: shut down the app, hold down the 
OrCam App Icon, agree to delete and redownload the application from  
the App Store. Typically most user issues will be corrected directly.
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