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Sunday, August 7, 2022 
Lectionary 19, Year C 

Introduction 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of 
which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the 
promises of God. Have no fear. 
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Welcome 
Song Rehearsal  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
 

All recite together.  
 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:   All Are Welcome ELW 641 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray:  
 
All recite together  
 
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his 
descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he 
is considered righteous. 
 
A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man 
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought 
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the 
LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
ALL:  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm: Psalm 33:12-22 
 
Women:   Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
      the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 

The Lord looks down from heaven; 
    he sees all humankind. 
 From where he sits enthroned,  
he watches all the inhabitants of the earth— 
 he who fashions the hearts of them all 
    and observes all their deeds. 

 
Sung:  Bless the Lord, my soul… 

 
Men:  A king is not saved by his great army; 

 a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
The war horse is a vain hope for victory, 
  and by its great might it cannot save. 
Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, 
   on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
to deliver their soul from death 
    and to keep them alive in famine. 

 
Sung:  Bless the Lord, my soul… 
 
ALL: Our soul waits for the Lord; 

he is our help and shield. 
Our heart is glad in him 
 because we trust in his holy name. 
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 
 even as we hope in you. 

 
Sung:  Bless the Lord, my soul… 
 
 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope 
and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of 
God. 
 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the 
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worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith 
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners 
on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 
 
 
 
The Word of the Lord 
ALL:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead 
of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive 
from God and to give to others. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
 
Sermon: And he believed the Lord!  
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Hymn of the Day:   Faith Begins by Letting Go ACS 1004  
Sung to the hymn tune: DIX 777777 
 

Faith begins by letting go, 
giving up what had seemed sure, 
taking risks and pressing on,  
though the way feels less secure: 
pilgrimage both right and odd,  
trusting all our life to God.  
 
Faith endures by holding on, 
keeping mem’ry’s roots alive 
so that hope may bear its fruit; 
promise-fed, our souls will thrive,  
not through merit we possess 
but by God’s great faithfulness. 
 
Faith matures by reaching out,  
stretching minds, enlarging hearts,  
sharing struggles, living prayer,  
binding up the broken parts; 
till we find the commonplace  
ripe with witness to God’s grace.  

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Please respond to each prayer, God of love, hear our prayer.  
 
 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  

 
 
Offertory Hymn:   
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Offering Prayer 
 

God of abundance: 
All recite together. 

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Dialogue:  
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Preface 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
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Invitation to Communion 
 
 

All are welcome to receive communion.  We currently receive from a single disposable container.  On one side is a piece 
of bread and on the other is wine.  If you would prefer to receive grape juice, look for the “J” on the top of the container 
as you receive communion.  If you need to receive a gluten free host.  They are in a separate plastic wrap marked “gluten 
free.”  After we have received communion, the ushers will come by to collect the empty containers.  The bread and wine 

should be consumed here in the church as soon as you return to your seat.  
If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the 

ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.   
 
Communion:  In The Singing ELW 466 
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Prayer after Communion 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
 
AUGUST 7 – RETREAT The Together in Mission Task Force would like to invite all of 
you to an afternoon retreat following worship on August 7.  We will begin with a pot-
luck lunch, the task force will present its recommendation of merger and further 
recommendations for a smooth transition.  We will finish the day working on a mission 
statement together.  Please plan on participating either in person or on zoom.  Dennis 
will not be here… so this really is a pot-luck lunch.  We will have drinks available.   
 
There will be NO Bible Study during the month of August.  
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Pastor Teresa Stewart will be installed at Holy Cross in Spring Hill on Saturday, 
August 27 at 10:00 AM. You are welcome to attend.  
 
A few more dates to mark in your calendar:  
 
September 11 – God’s Work Our Hands Sunday.   
 There will be an interfaith event held here at 2:00 that day.   
 More on those events from Judy Ormsby in the next couple of weeks.  
  
Blessing 
The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
Recessional:   
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Believe in God’s promises and take your faith into the world. 
Thanks be to God. 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
is a Reconciling in Christ congregation  

 
worshipping with our siblings in Christ from  
St. Matthias Lutheran Church 

 

407 S. Saturn Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33755    727-446-7718 
 

St. Paul’s Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

St. Matthias Website:  https://www.stmatthiaslutheran.org/ 

 

St. Paul’s Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 

 

St. Matthias Email: stmatthiaslutheran@yahoo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthias-Lutheran-Church-ELCA-310964777712 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       
 


