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Sunday, November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent, Year A 
Introduction 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s 
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither 
the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather 
all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we 
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: 
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 
promises of God. 
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Welcome 
Prelude:  “Advent Star” – Broughton  
 
Greeting 

All may make the sign of the as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Verse 1 is sung 

 
 
First Sunday of Advent 
 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 
ALL:  Amen. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, 
 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
 
Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  The King Shall Come - ELW 260  
 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
ALL:  Amen. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God 
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and 
the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
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Psalm: Psalm 122 

 
Pastor: I was glad when they | said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
 
ALL: Now our | feet are standing 
    within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 
Pastor: Jerusalem is built | as a city 
    that is at unity | with itself; 
 
ALL: to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 
    the assembly of Israel,  

to praise the name | of the LORD.  
 
Pastor: For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
    the thrones of the | house of David. 
 
ALL: Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
    “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 
Pastor: Peace be with- | in your walls 
    and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 
ALL: For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
    I pray for | your prosperity. 
 
Pastor: Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 
    I will seek to | do you good.”  
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Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives 
today in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 
 
A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about 
deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay 
awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come 
unannounced. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
ALL:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL:  Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
 
SERMON: Stay Awake, God is Near! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn – ELW 242 
 

 



 
NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit  
and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  
of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father  
and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic  
and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Please respond to each invocation:  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
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Offering Hymn:  People, Look East – ELW 248 
 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
With this bread and cup, we remember your Word  
dwelling among us,full of grace and truth. 

 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
 
We pray, come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. 
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 
We pray, come, Lord Jesus. 
  
All praise and glory are yours… 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

We currently receive communion with real bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, 
please ask the communion minister.  They are in a separate plastic wrap marked “gluten free.”  For 

those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of 
the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive.  The 

bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat.  If for some 
reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to 

the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.   
 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD – ELW Setting 9  
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Communion Hymn:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247   
 

 
SILENCE  
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
heal you, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
ALL:  Amen.  
 
Canticle of Zechariah 
 
Pastor:  Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
ALL:  your word has been fulfilled. 
 
Pastor: My own eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared 
in the sight of ev’ry people: 

 
ALL:  a light to reveal you to the nations 

and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

  Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
Blessing 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us  
in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn: Keep Your Lamps ACS 949  
 

 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements:  
 
Our Social Justice Ministry is participating with Church Women United's annual 
Farmworkers Ingathering. We will be collecting unwrapped gifts of toys and books for 
children of all ages including teenagers. If you prefer, you may buy gift cards from 
Walmart or Dollar Tree in $5.00 or $10.00 increments. Also, food staples such as bags 
of rice and beans. Please bring your gifts to the church narthex by Sunday, December 
4th. Questions contact Phyllis Berlage, 727-698-2728 
 
Silver Foxes, St. Paul’s fellowship and food monthly gathering will resume in 
December. The plan is to enjoy lunch at O’Keefe’s on December 14 at 1 pm. Soon 
you will see an opportunity to reserve a spot. All members and friends are welcome, no 
age or other restrictions.  
 
Thank you to all who worked and participated in our 2023 Stewardship Campaign:  
Together in Mission – Forward in Faith.    
 
 

 
Advent Retreat – Be Born in Me  
Friday, December 2 -10:00 – 3:00.  
 
The event is free we only ask you to 
bring your own lunch.  Drinks will be 
provided.   
 
This is an opportunity for evangelism.  
Help us spread the word and invite 
others to join us.   
 
Invite a friend or neighbor to come 
with you. 
 
Send email invitations to friends and 
family.   
 
Find our post on Facebook and share 
it on YOUR Facebook page.   
 
And if you see it on Facebook, make a 
comment or at least hit “like.”   
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________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you looking for a great way to get the in the Holiday Spirit?   
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
Prince of Peace Lutheran will celebrate an Advent Lessons and Carols with 
Santa Lucia Procession on Sunday, December 11 at 7:00 PM.    
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
The Heralds of harmony & Toast of Tampa Bay presents 
Spirit of the Season  - Saturday, December 17 – 3:00 PM 
Calvary Church - 110 N. McMullen Booth Rd. - Clearwater, FL 337659 
Tickets are $25 7 $40 - See Gene Binion and Sully Hansen for more information  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 a Reconciling in Christ congregation  

 
407 S. Saturn Avenue,  
Clearwater, FL 33755     

727-446-7718 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Website:  
 https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

 
 

St. Paul’s Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 

 
 
 
 
 

To reach Pastor Anne 
pastoranneharman@gmail.com 

 
 

                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB118342. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
onelicense.net  A-739852  &  CCLI Copyright #11599365 / CCLI Streaming #2069936 
 


