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Prelude: Voluntary in C Major, Op 5 No. 1 – John Stanley (1713-1796) 
Welcome 
Prelude: (continued)  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 
Pastor: 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Pastor: 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  Come Join the Dance of Trinity - ELW 412 
 

 
 
GREETING 
 
Pastor: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
 
Pastor: 
Let us pray.  
 
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of 
time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving 
Spirit of wisdom. Make us living witnesses of your divine love and gracious mercy. 
Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Romans 12:1-2, 9-18 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 
the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in 
spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 
 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  
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Song of Songs 2:8-16a 

 
 
ALL:  The voice of my beloved! 

     Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, 
      bounding over the hills. 
 

  My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. 
 Look, there he stands behind our wall, 
  gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice. 

 
  My beloved speaks and says to me: 
 
Reader : “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away, 

  for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. 
 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, 
  and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. 
 The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; 
      they give forth fragrance. 

 
Sung:  Arise, my Beloved....  

 
Reader :  Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

 O my dove, in the clefts of the rocks, in the covert of the cliff, 
 let me see your face; let me hear your voice, 
 for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely. 
 Catch us the foxes, the little foxes, 
 that ruin the vineyards—for our vineyards are in blossom.” 

 

ALL:  My beloved is mine, and I am his. 
 
Sung:  Arise, my beloved... 
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Gospel Acclamation   
         

 
 
Gospel: Matthew 22:35-41 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
One of the Pharisees, an expert in the law, asked Jesus a question to test 
him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 Jesus said to him, 
“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
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Hymn of the Day:  Beloved, God’s Chosen  – ELW 648 
 

 
 

 
 
Affirmation of Wedding Vows and Blessing:   

 
Song:  Mozart Alleluia!  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Please respond to each invocation:  God of grace, hear our prayer.  
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Peace 
 
Pastor:  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Please be seated. 
OFFERING 

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  

that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  
through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
 
Hymn:  As the Grains of Wheat – ELW 465 
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Offering Prayer:  
 
Let us pray.  
 
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table  
with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Presider:  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
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Invitation to Communion 
We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to have a 
personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in relationship with 

Christ are welcome to receive. 
 

We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask the 
communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find white grape 

juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask the minister as you 
receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat.  If for 

some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the 
ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 

 
In This Feast of Love – ACS 962 

 
 
 

Solo:  Lord’s Prayer - Malotte 
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Hymn:  To Be Your Presence – ELW 546 
 

 
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
O Blessed Trinity, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements:  
Blessing  
The holy Three, the holy One 
increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 
deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. 
Amen. 
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Hymn:  Build Us Up, Lord - ELW 670 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Now is the time to bring God’s light and love to the world! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  Toccata in G minor – Theodore Dubois  
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Eucharistic Prayer From Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks:  
A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table 

by Gail Ramshaw, Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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