
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764 
 

Sunday, May 18, 2025 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C 

 
 

 
 
Introduction 
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. 
The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism 
God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in 
a new light—through the lens of love. 
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Welcome:  
 
Prelude: Be Thou My Vision – Tonioli  
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:  Amen 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John  
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn:  Come to the Water of Life – ACS 955 
 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour 
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your 
Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the 
members of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews 
is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially 
authorized. 
 
A reading from the book of Acts. 
 
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you 
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain 
it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 
6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, 
and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill 
and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This 
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At 
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make 
a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 
me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift 
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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The prescribed Psalm response today is Psalm 148. The Psalmist reminds us that every creature 
gives praise to God by being its created self.   The Psalm is always a response to the first reading.   
Today’s reading from Acts is a proclamation that God intends for God’s salvation to extend to all 
people.   The hymn Earth and All Stars proclaims that God’s diverse people give praise by being their 
best selves wherever they are planted.   
 
Earth and All Stars! – ELW 731 
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Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 
John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells 
with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be 
wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 
A reading from the book of Revelation.  
 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

  



 7 

Gospel: John 13:31-35 
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his 
betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of 
Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said 
to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
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Hymn of the Day: All Are Welcome – ELW 641 
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Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Please respond to each invocation: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
ALL:  And, also with you. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  

 
Hymn: Gracious Spirit, Head our Pleading – ELW 401 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
R/. And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
R/.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
R/.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 

 
We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament 
we are invited to have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s 

table.  All who desire to be in relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 
 

We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free 
host, please ask the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice 
rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion 

is given.  If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive.  The bread 
and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat.  If for 
some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what 
was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Hymn:  Will You come and Follow Me – ELW 798 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements:  
 
Blessing 
 
The triune God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind – ELW 400 
 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Announcements – May 18, 2025 
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Mark your calendars today:  
Sunday, June 8 – Pentecost – 9:30 Service with St. John’s. 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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