St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764

Sunday, May 18, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C

Introduction
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth.

The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism
God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in
a new light—through the lens of love.



Welcome:
Prelude: Be Thou My Vision — Tonioli

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John

and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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Hymn: Come to the Water of Life — ACS 955
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1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal-ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4 All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
# r/—3 — 1 3 —
#H"ﬂ I |
| |
— e —
J | ' 1 4
love; all who are thirst-y for love, for mer - cy,
touch; all who are thirst-y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst -y for truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst -y for peace, for jus - tice,
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour

into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your

Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.

Amen.




First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the
members of the Jerusalem church that God'’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews
is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially
authorized.

A reading from the book of Acts.

"Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” # Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, °“l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance | saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.

® As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles,
and birds of the air. 7| also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill
and eat.” 8 But | replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean
has ever entered my mouth.’ ® But a second time the voice answered from
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” ' This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. ' At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. 2 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make
a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house. '*He told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon,
who is called Peter; '* he will give you a message by which you and your
entire household will be saved.” '® And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. '® And | remembered
the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” '” If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that |
could hinder God?” '"® When they heard this, they were silenced. And they
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The prescribed Psalm response today is Psalm 148. The Psalmist reminds us that every creature
gives praise to God by being its created self. The Psalm is always a response to the first reading.
Today'’s reading from Acts is a proclamation that God intends for God’s salvation to extend to all
people. The hymn Earth and All Stars proclaims that God’s diverse people give praise by being their
best selves wherever they are planted.

Earth and All Stars! — ELW 731
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - Dbals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - Dbers!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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I too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells
with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be
wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

| saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. > And | saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. *And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them:;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

“he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” ® Then he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

— — ] 1 Jr— 1
1 I I 1 | 1 1 1 1 | = I
I | e | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 ! e § 1
%ﬁ:ﬁb‘:‘:’:ﬂ F o —
o = i —
Al -le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al - le Iu - ia. Al -le
s P ® e e J J g —
| 5 | T I - I 1§
ﬂP_F - = T = - ” tl
LA . | 1 1 1 _4 1 1 1
= e — I T g —
5
) e | | pr— | |
o I I | el | I 1 1 1 1 { ;l # | -_—= H
33— A
lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia. al -le - lu - - ia. U
P o = o o 7 4 -
. o o 1 1 1
D= e
B T | ! —




Gospel: John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his
betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of
Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3"When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 3 Little
children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said
to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ 34|
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. 3° By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon: Pr. Anne Harman



Hymn of the Day: All Are Welcome — ELW 641
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I Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love 1s found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where all God’s chil - dren dare to seek to
wheat: a ban - quet hall on ho - ly ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
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hearts learn  to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - ftice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they’ve known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - in  the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vl - sions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love  of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 18 re - vealed in time and space; as we share 1n
strang -er bear the 1m - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger:
claim from floor to raf - ter
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please respond to each invocation: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation

The peace of Christ be with you always.
ALL: And, also with you.



THE LORD’S SUPPER

Please be seated.
OFFERING

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God.
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed
through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.

Hymn: Gracious Spirit, Head our Pleading — ELW 401
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Njo - o kwe -tu, Ro-ho mwe-ma, M - fa-ri-ji we - tu.
1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash -ion us all a - new.
2 Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.
3 Guide our think-ing and our speak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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help us to fol -low you.

that we’re need-ing,
strength-ened by grace un - priced.

It’s your lead -ing
may they flour-ish,

Bless the faith - ful,

Mo - ti- vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrai
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4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment,
nor rootless liberty;
turn disquiet to contentment,
doubt into certainty.

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922

5 Keep us fervent in our witness,
unswayed by earth’s allure.
Ever grant us zealous fitness,
which you alone assure.

Music: NJOO KWETU, ROHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila; arr. Egil Hovland, b. 1924
English and Swahili text and tune © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Arr. © Egil Hovland. Used by permission.
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Offering Prayer

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,
breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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Al-le -lu-ia, al-le -1lu-ia, al-le-lu ia, al-le - lu-ia.

The Lord be with you.
R/. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

R/. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R/. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus. In this sacrament
we are invited to have a personal experience of Christ’s presence. This is the Lord’s
table. All who desire to be in relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.

We receive communion using bread and wine. If you need to receive a gluten free
host, please ask the communion minister. For those who prefer to receive grape juice
rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion

is given. If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive. The bread
and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat. If for

some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what
was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.



Hymn: Will You come and Follow Me — ELW 798
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love  be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rnm go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’t in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Prayer after Communion

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

Announcements:
Blessing

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *F Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.

' St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Lunch & Learn
Sunday, May 18 - Following Worship

“Get your Paperwork in Order NOW!”

Betsy Lindsay, Senior Care Manager, will join us after

in place when we cannot speak for ourselves. You may
% have a plan or desires in your mind, but does your family
@ know these plans? Do you have legal paper work that
gives someone you trust the power to act on your
behalf? Without well prepared paperwork stressful
situations can become chaotic quickly.

o 321850 Bring a dish to share.
S Bring a friend. All are welcome!
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Recessional Hymn: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind — ELW 400
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1 God of tem - pest, God of whirl - wind, as on Pen - te -
2 God of blaz - ing, God of burn - ing, all that blocks your
3 God of earth - quake, God of thun - der, shake wus loose from
4 God of pas - sion, God un - sleep - ing, stir in us  love’s
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cost de - scend! Drive us out from shel - tered com -fort;
pur - pose, purge!  Through your church, Christ’s liv - ing  Bod -y,
leth - ar - gy! Break the chains of sin a - sun - der,
rest - less - ness! Where the peo - ple cry in an - guish,
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us in - to cost - ly ser-vice,

let your flam -ing Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals 1in - jus - tice,

for earth’s heal - ing  set us free! Crum-ble walls that still di-vide us;

may we share your heart’s dis-tress. Rouse us from con - tent with e - vil;
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle wus to speak your truth, kin - dle us to  speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!
claim us for your king-dom’s work, claim us for  your king-dom’s work!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permis

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

sion.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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,”a St. Paul’s Spirituality Center
ol an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

The Good Shepherd

Wednesday, May 21
7:15 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
gathering at St. John’s Episcopal
1676 S. Belcher Rd.
Clearwater, FL 33764

St. Paulg

Silver Foxes Luncheon

Announcements — May 18, 2025

16



WELCA Wednesday, May 21

Women of the ELCA 11:00 AM - in the conference room

o It will be from March/April /May Gather Magazine page 44
Bible St“dy "Receiving the Spirit's Flame" : Spiritual gifts in the life of the church.
A o Please bring your Bible, an offering and Gather Magazine if you have one.

All women are welcome.
Afterwards we will meet Silver Foxes at 1:00 at Roosterfish Grill Restaurant.

Please reach out to Phyllis Berlage for more information.

St' Pau l’s Boo k C lu b 1975 is a time of change in America. The Vietnam War is

\LL THE ending. Muhammad Ali is fighting Joe Frazier. And in the

5 J . . smalltown of Monta Clare, Missouri, girls are disappearing.
C () L 0 /\) S Sl e When the daughter of a wealthy family is targeted, the

L T May 28, 2025 most unlikely hero emerges—Patch, a local boy, who saves

the girl, and, in doing so, leaves heartache in his wake.

. AN DK o Patch and those who love him soon discover that the line
DARK 11'00 AM between triumph and tragedy has never been finer. And
that their search for answers will lead them to truths that
C H R I S O ur Place Clearwater could mean losing one another. A missing person mystery,
| R R H H a serial killer thriller, a love story, a unique twist on each,
W H ITAKER 1101 S M ISsourl Ave’ Chris Whitaker has written a novel about what lurks in the
¥EW ORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR 0 Clearwate r, FL 33756 shadows of obsession and the blinding light of hope.

Mark your calendars today:
Sunday, June 8 — Pentecost — 9:30 Service with St. John's.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and
welcome to all.

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us. If you
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our
lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved,
please reach out to Pastor Anne.

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org
Website: https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl

Facebook

To reach Pastor Anne
pastoranneharman@agmail.com

St. Paul’s Spirituality Center

an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

AP
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God's work. Our hands
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