
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship Service Bulletin 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year A 

 

Introduction 

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the 
disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church 
around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for 
their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we 
seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go 
forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the 
whole human family. 
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Welcome 
 
Prelude: Be Thou My Vision - Evans  
 
Gathering Hymn:  Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading ELW 401  
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 
 
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
ALL:  Amen  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God  
who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. 
These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in 
which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
A reading for the Acts of the Apostles.   
 
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist 
the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will 
strengthen and guide us. 
 

A reading from first letter of Peter.  
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: John 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, 
asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, 
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that 
you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 
11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You, O Christ 
 

Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman - Witness  
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Hymn of the Day:   All Are Welcome - ELW 641 
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NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Please respond to each invocation:  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
ALL:  And, also with you. 

 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  

 
Offering Hymn: I Come with Joy ELW 482 
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Offering Prayer 

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
R/. And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
R/.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
R/.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

Invitation to Communion 
We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to 

have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in 
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 

 
We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask 
the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find 

white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask 
the minister as you receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you 
return to your seat.  If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please 

bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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As the Grains of Wheat – ELW 465 
 

 
 
Christ Our Peace – ACS 1037 
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Table Blessing:   
 
+The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
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Announcements:  

 

 

Blessing 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading - ELW 401  
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Today is PICTURE DAY.   

We will gather outside after worship for a group picture, and we will be 
taking individual pictures for the directory following worship.   

 
NEXT SUNDAY - PENTECOST 
Service with St. John’s 9:30 AM 

Please wear RED 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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