St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FLL 33764

Sunday, July 28, 2024
Lectionary 17, Year B

Introduction

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five
loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not
nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of
our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus
working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a
world where all the hungry are satisfied.



Welcome:
Prelude: More Holiness Give Me — Wilson

Hymn: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly — ELW 461

1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na
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2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a  wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ 1s  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in  truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Here in joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1i - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us 1s our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-1 - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see that God is good.




Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider, help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.



Prayer of the Day

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your
word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true
bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of
Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though
there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and
even more to satisfy the need.

A reading from the Second Book of Kings.

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give it to the people and let them eat.” 3 But his servant said, “How can | set this
before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for
thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” ¢ He set it before them, they
ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 145:10-18

Sung 2x’s
Text: Susan Briehl HOly Word) HOly WISdom
From the Hymn By Your Hand You Feed Your People Anne M Harman
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10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
" They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
2that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
3Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words,
and loving in all your works.

Holy Word, holy wisdom.... sung 1x

4The Lord upholds all those who fall

and lifts up those who are bowed down.
5The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,

and you give them their food in due season.
8You open wide your hand

and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
7You are righteous in all your ways

and loving in all your works.
8You are near to all who call upon you,

to all who call up- ! on you faithfully.

Holy Word, holy wisdom.... sung 1x
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.

14 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, '°from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. | pray that, according to the riches of his glory,
he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his
Spirit, ' and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. '8 pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all
the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, '®and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.

20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly
far more than all we can ask or imagine, ?'to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Sung 2x’s
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1ia, al-le - Iu - 1a.
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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Al-le -lu-ia, al-le-1lu-1a, al-le-1lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia.

Gospel: John 6:1-21

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true
character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be
brought under human control.

The Holy Gospel according to John from the 6" Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the
sick. ® Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. * Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. > When he looked up and saw a large
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?” ® He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.
" Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of
them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
%“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they
among so many people?” 1% Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. "' Then
Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. "> When they were
satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may
be lost.” '3 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves,
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left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. '*When the people saw the
sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come
into the world.”

'SWhen Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

6\When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, '” got into a boat, and
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to
them. '® The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. ' When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near
the boat, and they were terrified. 2° But he said to them, “It is |; do not be afraid.”
21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the
land toward which they were going.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pr. Anne Harman

Hymn of the Day: Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal — ELW 464
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1 Bread of life, our host and meal, Je - sus, feed us.
2 Bread now break and wine now pour, Je - sus, feed us.
3 Grant for - give-ness in the feast— Je - sus, feed us—
4 Thank you for this gift we share. Je - sus, feed us.
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Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love.
Make us one, our hope re - store; feed us with your love.
for  the great-est and the least; feed us with your love.
Save God’s chil - dren  ev - 'ry - where; feed us with your love.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943; Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: JESUS, FEED US, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Please respond to each invocation: In your mercy, hear our prayer.

A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Please be seated.
OFFERING
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God.
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed
through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.



Hymn: As the Grains of Wheat — ELW 465
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Offering Prayer

Jesus,

you have set this table with your very self,

Bread of life,

and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,

your body for the life of the world.

Amen.




Dialogue:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high est.
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Be known to us, Lord Je-sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus. In this sacrament we are invited to
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence. This is the Lord’s table. All who desire to be in
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.

We receive communion using bread and wine. If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask
the communion minister. They are in a separate plastic wrap marked “gluten free.” For those who
prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays
as communion is given. If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive. The bread
and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat. If for some reason,
you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the
ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.

Lamb of God - ELW 195
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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Hymn: By Your Hand You Feed Your People — ELW - 469
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1 By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.

2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour - age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts we did not la - bor, by your grace have we been fed:
Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come what we re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er-flow-ing, life out - poured,
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 w All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Text: Susan Briehl HOly WOI'd, HOly Wisdom

From the Hymn By Your Hand You Feed Your People Anne M Harman
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©2015 Anne M. Harman, P.O. Box 15, Tarpon Springs, FL 34688-0015.
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Prayer after Communion

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.

In your name we pray.

Amen.

Announcements:

Blessing
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

++ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ — ELW 674
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1 Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out Dbear-ingfruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-ken and seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-’ry-where!

Refrain
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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ZOOM Faith Sharing and Bible Study

Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM ¢

Use the QR Code to get to our Falth I alk 7 ,
FaithTalk@7 webpage for more

information and links.

o0
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St. Paul’s and St. John’s

will join hands to celebrate
God’s Work, Our Hands, Sunday

September 8, 2024

We will worship together at 9:30 AM
and then celebrate a Ministry Fair exploring ways

we can join hands, to be God’s hands in our community.
Following worship we will share a potluck lunch.
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St. Paul’s Spirituality Center

an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Tuesday Grief Forum

Where education and grief support meet

) -~

- % Facilitated by Rebecca Bass,
Certified Grief Educator and Spiritual Director

‘ 10:30 am - Noon
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the Month

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church - Fellowship Hall
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater

Tuesday Grief Forum will feature:

e A welcoming place to learn about grief and to
connect with others for support

* A judgement-free and supportive small
community
e A forum format (presentation and

conversation) with a different topic each
week

A place of fellowship, connection, support, and learning

Tuesday Grief Forum is open to
all, free of charge
as an expression of God’s love,
healing & hope

For more information:
https://stpaulsclearwater.org/tuesday-grief-forum




St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God'’s
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and
welcome to all.

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us. If you
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our
lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved,
please reach out to Pastor Anne.

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org
Website: https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl

Facebook

To reach Pastor Anne
pastoranneharman@agmail.com
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seiop Florida-Bahamas Synod

\Q Vpo Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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