St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL. 33764

Sunday, August 16, 2026
Lectionary 20, Year A

artwork from in front of the altar in the
Native American Cenacle at
El Santuario de Chimayé, New Mexico

Introduction

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather
the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is
unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and
meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.



Welcome:

Prelude: Blessed Assurance - Crosby

Gathering Hymn: Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment ACS 1036
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1 Com-mon-wealth is God’s com-mand-ment; com-mon goods are meant to share.

2 Shar-ing lav - ish gifts and bless-ings, love that not one mite with-holds,
3 Gen-ders, rac - es, tribes, and na - tions, hear the Ho - ly One who calls,
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Ta - bles set and doors wide o - pen wel-come an - gels un - a-ware.

stretch out arms to friends and strang-ers: God has sheepof  man - y folds.
bid - ding all to work to - geth-er, bridg-ing lives and breach-ing walls.
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Plead for the peace of all cre-a - tion. Pray for a place where grace is found.
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Shan-ti, pax, sha - lom,mas-la - ha: com-mon good is ho - ly ground.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and
| will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach
us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your
name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.

'Thus says the Lord:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed.
® And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
"these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8 Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm will be used as the final blessing



Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have
been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

[Paul writes:] 11 ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 22 God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 3' so
also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they
also may now receive mercy. * For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he
may be merciful to all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: Sing Praise to the Lord
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al - le - lu - ia. Thanks  be to God.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress




Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

19[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:'it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth
that defiles.” > Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” "> He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. ' Let them alone; they are
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a
pit.” 1° But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '® Then he said, “Are you also
still without understanding? ' Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters
the stomach and goes out into the sewer? '® But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. '® For out of the heart come evil
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 2° These
are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ?? Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 22 But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” 2 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” 2 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 2 He
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 2’ She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 22 Then
Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter was healed from that moment.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pr. Anne Harman
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Hymn of the Day: Built a Longer Table - ACS 1062

0
A s ' ——1 .
“ e 1r r s 1
D) ' |
1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long -er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - Dpense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
0 | .
Yy D | I I | | I I
e o o —— 2 F 2
J o
Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984

Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.




Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please respond to each invocation: God of grace, receive our prayer.

Sign of Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Please be seated.
OFFERING

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God.
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed
through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.



Offertory Hymn: In Christ There Is No East or West - ELW 650
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In Christ there 1S no east or west, in him no
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south or  north,

In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-Kkind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

Offering Prayer

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Christ has died. Chnst is 1is-en. Christ will come a - gain.

men.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus. In this sacrament we are invited to
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence. This is the Lord’s table. All who desire to be in
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.

We receive communion using bread and wine. If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask
the communion minister. For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find
white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given. If you have a question, please ask
the minister as you receive. The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you
return to your seat. If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please
bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.
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peace,

grant us
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Communion Hymn: One Bread, One Body - ELW 496

Refrain
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1 Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y  the works,
3 Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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wom -an or man, no more.
one 1In the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s1
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469
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1 By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.
2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour - age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts we did not la - bor, by your grace have we been fed:
Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come what we re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er-flow-ing, life out - poured,
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 w All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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Announcements:

Blessing - Psalm: 145: 8-9,14-21

Pastor:

ALL:

Pastor:

ALL:*

Pastor:

ALL:

Pastor:

ALL:

"May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.

2 Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.

3 et the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.

S et the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

®The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.

"May God give us blessing +,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Proclaim that all are children of God!
Thanks be to God.
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Sending Song: Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand ACS 1024
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Here on Je - sus Christ I will stand. He’s the
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sol - id rock of my life. He’s the sol - id rock of my
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life. He’s the sol - id rock of my life.
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1 There’s no oth - er place I can hide till  the
2 It is not the work of my hands that has
3 When my days on this earth are done, and I
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storm that rag - es sub - sides. My voice cries to God from the
washed a-way all my sins. I'm re-deemed, and all of my
stand at God’s ho-ly throne, my heart will not have an -y
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flood, and I'm saved be - cause of his blood.
days, Je - sus Christ will  be my heart’s praise.
fear; in Christ’s righ - teous - ness I am here.

Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966
Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
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Join us at Arkane Aleworks
this Sunday, August 16 at 4PM
for St. Paul’s first (and hopefully not last)
Fun and Fellowship gathering.
Bring along any games you enjoy.
You are welcome and encouraged
to invite friends and neighbors to join us.

Arkane Aleworks serves amazing beer and non-
alcoholic drinks. They do not serve food.
You are welcome to bring simple snacks.
A food truck is available outside.

Arkane Aleworks is located at: F. i
2480 E Bay Dr #23, Largo, FL 33771 ) ,

Northeast corner of Keene and East Bay
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Sunday, August 16 - Fun & Fellowship - Arkane Aleworks - 4:00 PM
Wednesday, August 19 - Silver Foxes - 1:00 PM

Thursday, August 20 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM

Wednesday, August 26 - Healing Service - 7:15 PM
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Sept 13 at 3:30 & 7:00 pm

USF Zinober Concert Hall

See Gene Binion or heraldsofharmony.com for ticket information
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God'’s
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and
welcome to all.

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us. If you
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our
lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved,
please reach out to Pastor Anne.

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org
Website: https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl

Facebook

To reach Pastor Anne
pastoranneharman@amail.com

St. Paul’s Spirituality Center

an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
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God's work. Our hands
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