St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764

Sunday, September 15, 2024
Lectionary 24, Year B

Introduction

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This
week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the
stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In
Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and
here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of
messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism
with the sign of the cross.



Welcome
Prelude: Fantasia on “Old Hundredth” — Roger Wilson
Gathering Hymn: Let Us Go Now to the Banquet — ELW 523
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Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreiia; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Music: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955
Text and music © 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
all recite together

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister

of word and sacrament in the church of Christ,
and by his authority,

| therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn
from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.



First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God'’s steadfast love.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

“The Lord Gobp has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
>The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
6| gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%t is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 116:1-9
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Cantor: | love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | sup-pli-cation,

ALL: for the LORD has given ! ear to me
whenev- | er | called.

Cantor: The cords of death entangled me;
the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
| came to | grief and sorrow.

ALL: Then | called upon the name ! of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray you, | save my life.”

Cantor: Gracious is the | LORD and righteous;
our God is full | of compassion.

ALL: The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent;
| was brought low, | and God saved me.

Cantor: Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.

ALL: For you have rescued my ! life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling;

Cantor: | will walk in the presence | of the LORD
in the land ! of the living.



Second Reading: James 3:1-12
A reading from the letter of James.

"Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that
we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. ?For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
guide their whole bodies. “Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on
fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. "For every species of beast and
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human
species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness
of God. '°From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters,
this ought not to be so. '"Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh
and brackish water? '?Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: Mark 8:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” 22And they answered him,
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 2°He asked
them, “But who do you say that | am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”
30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. *?He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. **But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 3Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? *®Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: The Rev. Denise Guinta



Hymn: Faith Begins by Letting Go — ACS 1004
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till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit- ness to God’s grace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please respond to each invocation: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of your peace.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Please be seated.
OFFERING
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God.
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed
through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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Hymn: Come to the Table — ELW 481
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion;

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.

Used by permission.

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God,
source of every gift of your creation.
By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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drink of the blood of the Lamb.




Dialogue:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Instructions for Communion

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus. In this sacrament we are invited to
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence. This is the Lord’s table. All who desire to be in
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.

We receive communion using bread and wine. If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask
the communion minister. They are in a separate plastic wrap marked “gluten free.” For those who
prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays
as communion is given. If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive. The bread
and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat. If for some reason,
you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the
ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.

Lamb of God - ELW 199
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Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Hymn: Loaves were broken, words were spoken — ACS 966
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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Hymn of the Day: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song — ELW 808
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1 Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour - ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
3 As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser vant,
4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as |1 jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant.
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.

Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L’ Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931
Music: Les PETITES SOEURS, Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L’ Arche Community

Text and music © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus
Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville
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Prayer after Communion

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Announcements:

Blessing

God all mighty,

God most merciful

++ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
Amen.
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Hymn: O Spirit, All-Embracing — ACS 944
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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ZOOM Faith Sharing
and Bible Study
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM

FaithTalk@ 7

Use the QR Code to get to our
FaithTalk@7 webpage for more
information and links.

Wednesday, September 18

|'WELCA o

Ladies, join us for our monthly Bible Study

Women of the ELCA " from Gather Magazine.

We will join Silver Foxes for lunch afterwards.

B obl S t d Please reach out to Phyllis Berlage
l e u y for more information.

Wednesday, September 18
St. Pa[l I ’S 1:00 PM
. Capogna’s Dugout
Silver Foxes 1653 Gulf to Bay Blvd.

Luncheon Please sign up by
Sunday September 15

Gathering at

\ St. Paul’s Spirituality Center St. John’s

ain outrzach wainistry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Episcopal Church

Taizé Prayer

o “O Tremendous Love” LET0 b, Bielelbier [ie.
..God is love. Clearwater, FL
{ John 4:8 September 25 - 7:15 PM 33764
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PROTOGOL
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TAMPA DEMOCRACY
FORUM WEEKEND

Friday, September 13 to
Sunday, September 15

St Paul Lutheran Church in Seminole Heights
5103 N Central Ave, Tampa, Fl 33603
813-239-3113

www.StPaultampa.org

. Movie on Dangers of Christian nationalism,
"God and Country"
Friday, September 13 - 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

: Director Dan Partland examines

: the implications of Christian

: Nationalism and how it distorts not
: on|y the constitutional repub|ic, but
Christianity itself.

. Democracy Fair
: Saturday, September 14,10 am - 2 pm

Nonprofits promoting Democracy,
: the environment, civil rights, and
voting rights and education will be
speaking and be staffing booths.
: Food and entertainment will be

provided

. Voter Registration
: Sunday, September 15,11:30am -12:30pm
Register to vote after Sunday’s

LTS

For further information contact: Rev. Brian Scott, Reverend Emeritus at
301-514-2841 or BScott9744eaol.com



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and
welcome to all.

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us. If you
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our
lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved,
please reach out to Pastor Anne.

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org
Website: https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl

Facebook

To reach Pastor Anne
pastoranneharman@agmail.com
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seiop Florida-Bahamas Synod

\Q Vpo Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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