
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764 
 

Sunday, October 12, 2025 
Lectionary 28, Year C 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. 
The body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. We 
have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have 
returned to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to 
share the good news. 
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Welcome 
 
2026 Stewardship Campaign - Be Thou My Vision 
A time of sharing and reflection  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people.  We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others.  We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
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Hymn:  I Come with Joy ELW 482 
 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us 
safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with 
grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously 
cures his illness, but only after Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he 
also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then acknowledges the 
sovereignty of the God of Israel. 
 
 
A reading from the Second Book of Kings.  
 

1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high 
favor with his master because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, 
though a mighty warrior, suffered from a skin disease. 2 Now the Arameans on one of 
their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served 
Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is 
in Samaria! He would cure him of his skin disease.” 
  7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to 
give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his skin disease? 
Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.” 
  8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, 
he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, 
that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses 
and chariots and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger 
to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, 
and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I 
thought that for me he would surely come out and stand and call on the name of the 
LORD his God and would wave his hand over the spot and cure the skin disease! 12 Are 
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
Could I not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his 
servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to 
do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said 
to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and immersed himself seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored 
like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 
  15a, b, c Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and 
stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in 
Israel.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 27:1,4-10,13-4 

 

Reader:  1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 

ALL:  4 One thing I asked of the Lord; 
    this I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
    and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
   in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
    he will set me high on a rock. 

 

Reader:  6 Now my head is lifted up 
    above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
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ALL:  7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 
8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 
    Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
9     Do not hide your face from me. 

Reader:  Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
    you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, 
    O God of my salvation! 
10 If my father and mother forsake me, 
    the Lord will take me up. 

 

ALL:  13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
   in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the Lord; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the Lord! 
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Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 
Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a 
Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise 
and worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to You, O Lord.  
11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between 
Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease 
approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and 
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 
15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 
God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked 
him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made 
clean? So where are the other nine? 18 Did none of them return to give glory 
to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on 
your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
ALL:  Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Please stand 

 
Beloved of God, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before 
God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and 
the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the 
gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. We give you 
thanks and praise for the healing and wholeness you offer through baptism 
and Eucharist.  Grant that through the gift of faith and fellowship we may 
always be a place of welcome, a community of compassion and healing for 
each other and the world.  
Amen. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
Pastor:  And so I ask:  

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
ALL:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
ALL:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
ALL:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen  

 
 
Pastor: Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in 
holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
ALL:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another 
in your life in Christ? 
 
ALL:  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
 
Let us pray. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give 
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, bring healing and wholeness, and raise 
us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 10 

During the singing of the hymn of the day all are sprinkled with the waters 
as a sign of, and recommitment to our baptism.  

 
 
Hymn of the Day:  Come to the Water of Life – ACS 955 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Please respond to each invocation:  God of grace, receive our prayer 
 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
  



 11 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Offering 

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  

that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  
through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
Hymn: To Be Your Presence – ELW 546 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Dialogue 
 
The Lord be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Preface and Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 
During the Prayer of Thanksgiving single verses of the hymn are sung throughout the 

prayer replacing the usual responses.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
Invitation to Communion 

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to have a 
personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in relationship with 

Christ are welcome to receive. 
 

We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask the 
communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find white grape 

juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask the minister as you 
receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat.  If for 

some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the 
ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Hymn:  We Come to the Hungry Feast – ELW 479 
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Hymn:  In the Singing – ELW – 466 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements:  
 
Blessing 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace.  
Open your heart to be God’s place of healing welcome! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn:  Build Us Up, Lord – ELW 670 
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“Pop-Up” Food Giveaway at St. Paul’s Property – 407 S. Saturn – Every Thursday 
from 11:00 – 12:45.  Please reach out to Sandy Weaver or Mary Pheasant for more 
information.  

 
Dates to put on your calendar now!   

Events to Invite Family and Friends!  
October:  

• Wednesday, October 8 – 7:15 PM – Taizé Prayer 
• Tuesday, October 14 – Drum Circle  
• Wednesday, October 15 – Silver Foxes- 1:00 PM  
• Wednesday, October 15 – WELCA Bible Study – 11:00 AM  
• Saturday, October 18 – 10:00 - Grief Forum – Pet Loss   
• Wednesday, October 22 – 7:15 PM – Prayer for CreaOon  
• Wednesday, October 22 – 11:00 AM – Book Club  
• Wednesday, October 29 – Grief Forum:  Grief 101 and Prayer of Remembrance 

 
November:  

• Sunday, November 9 – Lunch and Learn:  Stewardship   
• Wed, November 12 – Thanksgiving Dinner and Taizé Prayer with St. John’s – 6:00 PM  
• Tues, November 18 – Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 7:00 PM  

 
December:   

• Saturday, December 6 – Advent Retreat Day  
• Saturday, December 20 – 4:00 PM – Christmas Party – St. Paul’s/St. John’s  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s love, and 
promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and welcome to all. 

 
We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you are 
interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our lives, the 
Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, please reach out to 

Pastor Anne.  
 

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 

Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 

 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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