
Taizé Prayer 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 

What Wondrous Love Is This  
 
  
 
 
Throughout the history of Christianity there has been no greater source of conversion 
than meditation on the death of our Lord. St. Francis surrendered his fortune and his 
entire life in service to the Lord in response to meditating on the Passion of Jesus.   
 If the first step to faith is to recognize a need for a Savior.  The second step is to 
ponder the depth of our Savior’s love for each of us.  The Paschal Mystery, the 
suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, is both a universal communal experience, 
for ALL, and an individual experience, for YOU.  Martin Luther would remind us that the 
promises of God and the sacrifice of Christ were made, for YOU.   
 Most things having to do with God and theology have a both/and edge that 
invites us to live into the tension of expanding, not only our understanding, but our 
experience of God.    
 Tonight, we ponder, who is this God who enters the pain and suffering of 
humanity and walks with us bringing redemption to our chaos?  Who is this Christ, who 
taking on our full humanity, physically embraced the pain of the world, for YOU.   
 
 Tonight, do you come in need of God’s saving, redeeming love?  
 Have you come bearing the scars of your own crucifixion? 
 Are you still on the cross?  
 Are you journeying with the suffering of others?  
 
 Whatever your experience or need today, Jesus has invited and welcomed you 
into this hour of prayer and solace.  It’s a good day to talk about the cross with Jesus 
himself.  

 
 

Pastor Anne 
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What Wondrous Love Is This – ELW 666  

 
 

Call to Worship:  
from the Office of Reading 

 
Reader:   O glorious cross, your arms upheld the priceless ransom of  

 captive humankind.  
 
All:   Through you, the world has been saved by the blood of the Lord. 
 
Reader:  Hail, O cross, consecrated by the body of Christ;  
  his members have made your wood more  

noble than precious pearls.  
 

All:  Through you the world has been saved by the blood of the Lord.  
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A Reading from Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:23-31 
 
We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength. Consider your own calling, brothers 
and sisters. Not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth.  Rather, God chose the foolish of the world to shame the 
wise, and God chose the weak of the world to shame the strong, and God chose the 
lowly and despised of the world, those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing 
those who are something, so that no human being might boast before God. It is due to 
him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, as well as 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, so that, as it is written, "Whoever 
boasts, should boast in the Lord." 
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A Service of Light and Prayer before the Cross 
 
When the music begins, you are invited to come forward to light a candle and place it 
in the sand by one of the icons. Light your candle from one which is already lit. Please 
come forward one or two at a time. There is no need to form a line, and you are 
welcome to remain in prayer for a few moments. There is no hurry to our prayer this 
evening.   The music will continue for a while until all have had time to come forward 
and pray.    
 

 
 

 
 

 



 5 

]  
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The Death of Jesus - Mark 15: 33 - 39 
 
 33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land[g] until three in the 
afternoon. 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, 
he is calling for Elijah.” 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 
breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top 
to bottom.39 Now when the centurion who stood facing him saw that in this 
way he[i] breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24852g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24858i
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A Time of Silence  
As the music continues allow yourself to sink into silence.  Maybe there is a single word or thought 
from our prayer this evening that holds your attention or has special meaning for you.  Hold that word 
reverently in your silence.  When the music is finished, we will honor several minutes of profound 
silence in the room.  Try to refrain from moving unnecessarily, rustling papers, or distraction to others.  
 
 
Prayers of Intercession  

 
 
Lord’s Prayer:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer and Blessing  
May almighty God keep you from all harm and bless you with every good gift.  
ALL: Amen.  
 
May he set his Word in your heart and fill you with lasting joy.  
ALL: Amen.  
 
May you embrace the cross in your lives and know the glory of Jesus. 
ALL: Amen.  
 
May you walk in his ways, always knowing what is right and good,  
until you enter your heavenly inheritance.  
ALL: Amen.  
 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
ALL: Amen.  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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