
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764 
 
 

Sunday, November 1, 2026 
All Saints Day, Year A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are 
the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many 
northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have 
died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather 
with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God 
will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. 
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Welcome 
 
Prelude: Poor Wayfaring Stranger - T. Tonioli  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our dwelling place for all generations, 
whose compassion never slumbers. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 
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Hymn:  Shall We Gather at the River - ELW 423 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the 
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow 
your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a 
time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: 
“Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God’s protection 
and a vision of victory. 
 
A reading from the book of Revelation. 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 
branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12 singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed 
in white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the 
one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out 
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat, 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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(The Psalm will be sung during communion today) 

 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out 
of divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that 
we shall see God as God really is. 
 
A reading from the first letter of John.  
1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God, and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, 
we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 



 6 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are 
blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those 
who seek wealth, fame, and control over others. 
 
 
A reading from the holy gospel of according to Matthew.  
Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, 
saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  - Stewarding the Legacy of St. Paul’s  
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Hymn of the Day: As Saints of Old - ELW 695 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Please respond to each invocation:  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

At the conclusion of our intercessions today we will remember, with the tolling of the 
bell, members of our congregation who have died in the past year.  At the end of the 
reading of names, all will be invited to name out loud your own loved ones you would 

like to remember on this day.  
 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Please be seated. 
OFFERING 

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  

that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  
through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
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Hymn:  Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table - ACS 977 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Eternal God, 
our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. 
Receive what we offer, 
and all that you entrust to us, 
until hungry no more, all the world is fed, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Dialogue:  
 

The Lord be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.   Amen.  

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to 

have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in 
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 

 
We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask 
the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find 
white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask 
the minister as you receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you 
return to your seat.  If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please 
bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Hymn:  I Come With Joy - ELW 482 
 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Holy God, 
we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. 
You continuously seek the lost, 
bind the injured, 
and feed your people abundantly. 
Now send us out, 
awake to your presence, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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Announcements:  
 
Blessing 
The holy Trinity, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you with wisdom to welcome the reign of God, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to your life as one of God’s saints.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn: O When The Saints Go Marching In - ACS 950 
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November  

 
Sunday, November 1 - Daylight Savings Time Ends - clocks back 1 hour 
Thursday, November 5  - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM 
Tuesday, November 10 - Doris Hanson - Memorial Service - 11:00 AM  
Tuesday, November 10 - NO FaithTalk@7  
Wednesday, November 11 - Taizé Prayer - 7:15 PM 
Friday, November 13 - Council Meeting 10:30 on ZOOM  
Saturday, November 14 - Friday, November 20 - Pr. Anne on Vacation  
Tuesday, November 17 - Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  

7:00 PM  Congregation Beth Shalom 
Wednesday, November 18 - WELCA Bible Study & Silver Foxes  
Thursday, November 19 - Quilt Ministry  
Sunday, November 22 - Town Hall Meeting after worship (In person and ZOOM)  
Wednesday, November 25 - Book Club  
Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving Day  
Sunday, November 29 - Advent 1  
 

 
December 

 
 Wednesday , December 2 - Holden Evening Prayer - 7:15 PM 
 Thursday, December 3 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM  
 Friday, December 4 - Church Women United - Farmworkers Ingathering 
 Saturday, December 5 - St. Paul’s & St. John’s Christmas Party  - 3:00 - 5:00  
 Sunday, December 6 - Advent 2 & Congregation Meeting  
 Wednesday, December 9 - Taizé Prayer - 7:15 PM 
 Friday, December 11 - Council Meeting - 10:30  
 Saturday, December 12 - Advent Retreat - 9:30 - 3:00  
 Sunday, December 13 - Advent 3 
 Tuesday, December 15 - Drum Circle - 10:30  
 Wednesday, December 16 - Grace Notes - 7:15 PM 
 Thursday, December 17 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM  
 Sunday, December 20 - Advent 4 
 Sunday, December 20 - Interfaith Light Labyrinth - 5:30 PM - Clearwater UUC 
 Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Dinner (5:30 PM) & Worship (7:00 PM)   
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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