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Sunday, September 6, 2026 
Lectionary 23, Year A 

Season of Creation  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel 
tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the 
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among 
us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.  
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September 1 - October 4 is celebrated as the Season 
of Creation by many faith groups and congregations 
around the world.  This year, St. Paul’s will join in this 
effort to bring prayerful awareness of the dire need to 
protect the environment, and seek a more just and 
peaceful use of God’s creation.  
 
 
Welcome:  
 
Reader:  
As we gather for worship, we join Christians around the world in celebrating 
the Season of Creation. This sacred time invites us to give thanks for God’s 
gift of the earth, to reflect on our place within creation, and to renew our 
commitment to care for all that God has made. In a world facing 
environmental challenges, we remember that creation is not simply a 
resource to use, but a gift to cherish and a community to which we belong. 
May this season deepen our gratitude, inspire our stewardship, and draw us 
closer to the Creator whose love sustains all life. Amen. 
 
Greeting 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

Pastor:  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
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Call to Worship - Ezekiel 47: 9,12 
 
Pastor:  
The Lord God, he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there 
water was flowing from below the entryway of the temple toward the east. 
 
Reader:  
Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and 
there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will become 
fresh, and everything will live where the river goes.  
 

ALL:  On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds 
of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they 
will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows 
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for 
healing.” 
 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Reader:  
Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water— 
The Florida Aquifer, The Gulf, Tampa Bay,  
Lake Tarpon and Lake Seminole, 
the rain that nourishes animals and plants, 
the water for drinking and bathing. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for our water stories— 
a flood that cleansed the earth, 
the sea that drowned the enemy, 
a river that healed leprosy. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
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We remember the waters of Jesus— 
baptized in the Jordan River, 
calming the Sea of Galilee, 
drinking from Jacob’s Well, 
healing at the pool of Bethesda, 
washing the disciples’ feet. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
 
We praise you, O God, for this font, 
for through this water 
you have birthed us into the family of Christ, 
bathed us in forgiveness, 
and enlivened us in the Spirit. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
 
O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. 
O God, you are the River, saving us from death. 
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. 
We praise you, O God, 
today, tomorrow, forever. 
Amen, and amen. 
 
Amen, and amen. 
 

The assembly is sprinkled with the water of life 
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Hymn:   Crashing Waters at Creation - ELW 455 
 

 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Pastor:  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with 
the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 
 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I 
say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40 
 
 
Reader:   Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
     and I shall keep it to the end. 
 
ALL:   Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
     I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
Reader:   Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
     for that is my desire. 
 
ALL:  Incline my heart to your decrees  

and not to unjust gain.  
 
Reader:  Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
     give me life in your way. 
 
ALL:    Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
     which is for those who fear you. 
 
Reader:  Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
     because your judgments are good. 
 
ALL:    Behold, I long for  your commandments; 
     by your righteousness enliven me.  
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Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 

 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 
is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw 
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk 
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

 



 9 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should 
go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, 
you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such 
a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
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Hymn of the Day: Come to the Water of Life - ACS 955 
 

 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Please respond to each petition with the words, “Your mercy is great.” 
 

 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  

 
 
Hymn:  As the Grains of Wheat - ELW 465 
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Offering Prayer 
 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Dialogue:  
 

The Lord be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Come to the banquet that makes us one!  
 

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to 
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in 

relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 
 
We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask 
the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find 
white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask 
the minister as you receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you 
return to your seat.  If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please 
bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Hymn:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace - ELW 247 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
Litany of Creation & Blessing 

This litany is inspired by the poem in Genesis 1. 
Glory to you, O God: 
you speak a word of power, 
and so you create the world. 
We praise you, O God: 
We praise you, O God. 
 
For the Spirit hovering to bring forth life, 
for the earth ordered from chaos, 
and for light and dark, 
we bless you, O God: 
We bless you, O God. 
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For the cosmos beyond our earth, 
for the sky above our heads, 
and for the cycle of evening and morning, 
we exalt you, O God: 
We exalt you, O God. 
 
For the seas, the lakes, and the rivers, 
for the land with its mountains and plains, 
and for the trees, the plants, and their fruits, 
we magnify you, O God: 
We magnify you, O God. 
 
For the sun to rule the day, 
for the moon to brighten the night, 
and for the shining stars, 
we extol you, O God: 
We extol you, O God. 
 
For the fish in the sea, 
for the birds of the air, 
and for the monsters in the deep, 
we glorify you, O God: 
We glorify you, O God. 
 
For wild animals and creatures of all kinds, 
for cattle and all livestock, 
and for everything that creeps on the earth, 
we adore you, O God: 
We adore you, O God. 
 
For humankind made in your image, 
for setting us on your good earth, 
and for providing us food to eat, 
we worship you, O God: 
We worship you, O God. 
 
Bless us, your creatures. 
Accept our praise, 
and make us worthy of your marvelous creation. 
We praise you, O God: 
We praise you, O God. 
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Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might 
be to you, our God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
Amen. 
 

Reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table  
by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn:  Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom  - ACS 1064 
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Suncoast Conference Annual Meeting  
Saturday, September 19  

9:00 AM  - 12:00 PM 
(Refreshments served at 8:30) 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  
455 Missouri Ave., Largo, FL 33770 

 
_________________________________ 

 
David Meeks is graduating from the School of Lay Ministry  

on Saturday, September 19 - 4:00 PM  
 

Hope Lutheran Church  
250 Avenida Los Angelos 
The Villages, FL 32162 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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