St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764

Sunday, September 20, 2026
Lectionary 25, Year A
Season of Creation

Introduction

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says
that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the
same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God
changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is
angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In
baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin
Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.



September 1 - October 4 is celebrated as the Season of Creation
by many faith groups and congregations around the world. This
year, St. Paul’s will join in this effort to bring prayerful awareness of
the dire need to protect the environment, and seek a more just and
peaceful use of God’s creation. lmmersion in Living Water

EZEKIEL 47:9,12

Living Water

Season of Creation 2026

Welcome:
Prelude: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” - Parker

Reader:

As we gather for worship, we join Christians around the world in celebrating
the Season of Creation. This sacred time invites us to give thanks for God’s
gift of the earth, to reflect on our place within creation, and to renew our
commitment to care for all that God has made. In a world facing
environmental challenges, we remember that creation is not simply a
resource to use, but a gift to cherish and a community to which we belong.
May this season deepen our gratitude, inspire our stewardship, and draw us
closer to the Creator whose love sustains all life. Amen.

Greeting
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Call to Worship - Ezekiel 47: 9,12

Pastor:
The Lord God brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there water
was flowing from below the entryway of the temple toward the east.

Reader: Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live,
and there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will
become fresh, and everything will live where the river goes.



ALL: On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds
of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they
will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for
healing.”

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Reader:

Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water—
The Florida Aquifer, The Gulf, Tampa Bay,

Lake Tarpon and Lake Seminole,

the rain that nourishes animals and plants,

the water for drinking and bathing.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories—
a flood that cleansed the earth,

the sea that drowned the enemy,

a river that healed leprosy.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We remember the waters of Jesus—
baptized in the Jordan River,
calming the Sea of Galilee,

drinking from Jacob’s Well,

healing at the pool of Bethesda,
washing the disciples’ feet.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.



We praise you, O God, for this font,

for through this water

you have birthed us into the family of Christ,
bathed us in forgiveness,

and enlivened us in the Spirit.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.

O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth.

O God, you are the River, saving us from death.

O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being.
We praise you, O God,

today, tomorrow, forever.

Amen, and amen.

Amen, and amen.

The assembly is sprinkled with the water of life



Hymn of the Day: Come to the Water of Life - ACS 955
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city.
Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant
that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to
forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t | be concerned about a hundred
and twenty thousand Ninevites?

A reading from the book of Jonah.

19When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. ?He
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while | was still
in my own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for |
knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” #* And the
LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” ® Then Jonah went out of the city
and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

®The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was
very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun
rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head
of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is
better for me to die than to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '° Then the LORD said, “You are
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not
grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. ' And should |
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right
hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8

Reader:

ALL:

Reader:

ALL:

Reader:

ALL:

Reader:

ALL:

| will exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

Every day will | bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

| will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and | will recount your greatness.

They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.



Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of
his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the
Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ?2If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose. 22| am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain
in the flesh is more necessary for you. 2° Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 2° so that, by my
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether |
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 2 and in
no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their
destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. ?° For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well,
30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that | still
have.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken
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Text: Anonymous, Canada
Music: LISTEN TO THE WORD, Anonymous, Canada; adapt. Church Hymnary, 4th Edition, 2005



Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned or
deserve.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, #and he said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. ®When he went
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ¢ And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ” They said to him, ‘Because
no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.’

8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going
to the first.” 2 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. "' And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '?saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ ¥ But he replied to one
of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a
denarius? ' Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last
the same as | give to you. "> Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ '® So the last
will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pr. Anne Harman



Hymn of the Day: Creating God, Your Fingers Trace - ELW 684
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dove, make known on earth your heal - ing love.
grace un - til we praise  you face to face.

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Music: PROSPECT, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Prayers of Intercession
Please respond to each petition with the words: “Your mercy is great.”

Sign of Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

Please be seated.
OFFERING

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God.

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed
through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.

Hymn: As the Grains of Wheat - ELW 465
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Offering Prayer
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God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

Dialogue:

The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus. In this sacrament we are invited to
have a personal experience of Christ’'s presence. This is the Lord’s table. All who desire to be in
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.

We receive communion using bread and wine. If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask
the communion minister. For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find
white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given. If you have a question, please ask
the minister as you receive. The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you
return to your seat. If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please
bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.
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Hymn: God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me - ACS 1084
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O Christ, sur - round me; O Christ, sur - round me.

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967

Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Teach Us To Love, To Till and Keep

Anne M. Harman
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©2015 Anne M. Harman, P.O.Box 15, Tarpon Springs, FL 34688-0015. All Rights Reserved.
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Prayer after Communion

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
Announcements

Litany of Creation and Blessing

Glory to you, O God:

you speak a word of power,
and so you create the world.
We praise you, O God:

We praise you, O God.

For the Spirit hovering to bring forth life,
for the earth ordered from chaos,

and for light and dark,

we bless you, O God:

We bless you, O God.

For the cosmos beyond our earth,

for the sky above our heads,

and for the cycle of evening and morning,
we exalt you, O God:

We exalt you, O God.

For the seas, the lakes, and the rivers,

for the land with its mountains and plains,
and for the trees, the plants, and their fruits,
we magnify you, O God:

We magnify you, O God.

For the sun to rule the day,
for the moon to brighten the night,
and for the shining stars,
we extol you, O God:
We extol you, O God.
16

This litany is inspired by the poem in Genesis 1.



For the fish in the sea,

for the birds of the air,

and for the monsters in the deep,
we glorify you, O God:

We glorify you, O God.

For wild animals and creatures of all kinds,
for cattle and all livestock,

and for everything that creeps on the earth,
we adore you, O God:

We adore you, O God.

For humankind made in your image,
for setting us on your good earth,
and for providing us food to eat,

we worship you, O God:

We worship you, O God.

Bless us, your creatures.

Accept our praise,

and make us worthy of your marvelous creation.
We praise you, O God:

We praise you, O God.

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and might
be to you, our God, forever and ever.

Amen.
Amen.
Reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table
by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.
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The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: Light Dawns on a Weary World - ELW 726
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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= s~ St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
' Fun & Fellowship Q
Join us at Arkane Aleworks - Sunday, September 20 at 1:15 PM @

Arkane Aleworks is located at:
2480 E Bay Dr #23, Largo, FL 33771
Northeast corner of Keene and East Bay

Bring along any games you enjoy.
You are welcome and encouraged to invite friends and neighbors to join us.

Arkane Aleworks serves amazing beer and non-alcoholic drinks.

In honor of Dave’s graduation from the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute
we will be bringing pizza and dessert.

a St. Paul’'s Spirituality Center

an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Contemplative Prayer for the
Healing of Nations and the Earth

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
gathering at St. John’s Episcopal
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764

Wednesday, September 23

St Pa u Iys In a heavily guarded mansion in the Virginia
. countryside, professional burglar and break-in artist
Luther Whitney is trapped behind a two-way mirror.

B o o k ' I u b What he witnesses destroys his faith not only in

justice, but in all he holds dear.
Our next meeti ng is What follows is an unthinkable abuse of power and
criminal conspiracy, as a breathtaking cover-up is set
Septem ber 23, 2026 in motion by those appointed to work for one of the

most important people in the world: the President of

11:00 AM the United States.

Location: Our Place Clearwater - 1101 S Missouri Ave., Clearwater, FL 33756
MITANEN PREFAcE BYTAEACTHOR Come to discuss the book or just to eat good food and enjoy the company!

On the grounds of St. John’s Episcopal Church

Blessing of Pets

Saturday, October 3-9:00 AM

in front of the church

1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764
ALL ARE WELCOME




St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John's Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God's
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and
welcome to all.

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us. If you
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our
lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved,
please reach out to Pastor Anne.

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org
Website: https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl

Facebook

To reach Pastor Anne
pastoranneharman@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Spirituality Center

an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
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