
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764 
 
 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Lectionary 27, Year A 

Season of Creation - Feast of St. Francis of Assisi  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

September 1 - October 4 is celebrated as the 
Season of Creation by many faith groups and 
congregations around the world.  This year, St. 
Paul’s will join in this effort to bring prayerful 
awareness of the dire need to protect the 
environment, and seek a more just and 
peaceful use of God’s creation.  
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Welcome:  
 
Prelude:   “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” - Watts 
 

Reader:  
As we gather for worship, we join Christians around the world in celebrating 
the Season of Creation. This sacred time invites us to give thanks for God’s 
gift of the earth, to reflect on our place within creation, and to renew our 
commitment to care for all that God has made. In a world facing 
environmental challenges, we remember that creation is not simply a 
resource to use, but a gift to cherish and a community to which we belong. 
May this season deepen our gratitude, inspire our stewardship, and draw us 
closer to the Creator whose love sustains all life. Amen. 
 
Greeting 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 
Pastor:  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Pastor:  
The Lord God brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there water 
was flowing from below the entryway of the temple toward the east. 
 
Reader:  
Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and 
there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will become 
fresh, and everything will live where the river goes.  
 
ALL:  On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds 
of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they 
will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows 
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for 
healing.” 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Water! Water!  We praise you, O God, for water— 
The Florida Aquifer, The Gulf, Tampa Bay,  
Lake Tarpon and Lake Seminole, 
the rain that nourishes animals and plants, 
the water for drinking and bathing. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for our water stories— 
a flood that cleansed the earth, 
the sea that drowned the enemy, 
a river that healed leprosy. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We remember the waters of Jesus— 
baptized in the Jordan River, 
calming the Sea of Galilee, 
drinking from Jacob’s Well, 
healing at the pool of Bethesda, 
washing the disciples’ feet. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for this font, 
for through this water 
you have birthed us into the family of Christ, 
bathed us in forgiveness, 
and enlivened us in the Spirit. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
 
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
 

The assembly is sprinkled with the water of life 
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Hymn:  For the Fruit of All Creation - ELW 679 

 
 

Prayer of the Day (for the Feast of St. Francis) 
 
Gracious and loving God, 
we thank you for the witness of St. Francis, who saw your goodness reflected in all 
creation and called every creature brother and sister. As we gather in worship, open 
our hearts to your presence in the beauty of the earth, the song of birds, the gifts of 
water and air, and the lives of all people. Renew in us a spirit of wonder, gratitude, and 
care for the world you have entrusted to us. May our praise today inspire us to love 
what you love and to serve as faithful stewards of your creation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God 
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s 
loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and 
distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
 
 1 I will sing for my beloved 
  my love song concerning  

his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4 What more was there to do  

for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 

 5 And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6 I will make it a wasteland; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown  

with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his cherished garden; 
 he expected justice 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness 
  but heard a cry! 

 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15 
 
 
Reader:  Restore us, O God of hosts; 
    let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 
ALL:  You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
    you cast out the nations and planted it. 
  
Reader:  You cleared the ground for it; 
    it took root and filled the land. 
  
ALL:  The mountains were covered by its shadow 
    and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  
 
Reader:  You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
    and its branches to the river. 
 
ALL:  Why have you broken down its wall, 
    so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 
Reader:  The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
    and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 
ALL:  Turn now, O God of hosts, 

look down from heaven; 
behold and tend this vine; 
preserve what your right hand has planted.  
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Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to 
the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s 
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.  
 
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, 11 if somehow, I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press 
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do 
not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, 
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, 
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of 
scripture. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
 
[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and 
they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ.  
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Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
 
Hymn:  There in God’s Garden - ELW 342 
 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Please respond to each petition with the words: “Your mercy is great.” 
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Sign of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Please be seated. 
OFFERING 

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  

that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  
through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
 
Hymn:  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending - ELW 678 

 



 11 

Offering Prayer 
 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Dialogue:  
 

The Lord be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
 
 

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to 
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in 

relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 
 
We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask 
the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find 
white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask 
the minister as you receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you 
return to your seat.  If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please 
bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Hymn: God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me - ACS 1084 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
Announcements:  
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Litany of Creation  
This litany is inspired by the poem in Genesis 1. 

Glory to you, O God: 
you speak a word of power, 
and so you create the world. 
We praise you, O God: 
We praise you, O God. 
 
For the Spirit hovering to bring forth life, 
for the earth ordered from chaos, 
and for light and dark, 
we bless you, O God: 
We bless you, O God. 
 
For the cosmos beyond our earth, 
for the sky above our heads, 
and for the cycle of evening and morning, 
we exalt you, O God: 
We exalt you, O God. 
 
For the seas, the lakes, and the rivers, 
for the land with its mountains and plains, 
and for the trees, the plants, and their fruits, 
we magnify you, O God: 
We magnify you, O God. 
 
For the sun to rule the day, 
for the moon to brighten the night, 
and for the shining stars, 
we extol you, O God: 
We extol you, O God. 
 
For the fish in the sea, 
for the birds of the air, 
and for the monsters in the deep, 
we glorify you, O God: 
We glorify you, O God. 
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For wild animals and creatures of all kinds, 
for cattle and all livestock, 
and for everything that creeps on the earth, 
we adore you, O God: 
We adore you, O God. 
 
For humankind made in your image, 
for setting us on your good earth, 
and for providing us food to eat, 
we worship you, O God: 
We worship you, O God. 
 
Bless us, your creatures. 
Accept our praise, 
and make us worthy of your marvelous creation. 
We praise you, O God: 
We praise you, O God. 
 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might 
be to you, our God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
Amen. 

 
 

Reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table  
by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
Blessing 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God,  
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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We conclude the Season of Creation singing  
All Creatures Worship God Most High! 

The text is adapted from St. Francis’ Canticle of the Sun 
 
Hymn:  All Creatures Worship God Most High! - ELW 835 
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October  
 

Monday - Wednesday - October 5-7 Pr. Anne at Conference on Ministry  
Wednesday, October 7 - Taizé Prayer - 7:15 PM  
Friday - October 9 - Thursday - October 15 - Pr. Anne on Vacation  
Thursday, October 15 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM  
Sunday, October 18 - Pr. Margarita’s 90th Birthday - in Tommytown  
Wednesday, October 21 - Contemplative Worship - TBA  
Sunday, October 25 - Reformation Sunday - 10:30  

 
Other Dates to Mark   

 
Sunday, November 1 - Daylight Savings Time Ends - clocks back 1 hour 
Tuesday, November 17 - Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  
Saturday, December 5 - St. Paul’s & St. John’s Christmas Party  
Saturday, December 12 - Advent Retreat  
Sunday, December 20 - Interfaith Light Labyrinth  
Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship  & Dinner  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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Canticle of the Sun  
Saint Francis of Assisi (1182–1226) 

 
Most high, all powerful, all good Lord! 
All praise is yours, all glory, all honor, and all blessing. 

To you, alone, Most High, do they belong. 
No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name. 

Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures, 
especially through my lord Brother Sun, 
who brings the day; and you give light through him. 
And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor! 
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars; 
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and beautiful. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 
and clouds and storms, and all the weather, 
through which you give your creatures sustenance. 

Be praised, My Lord, through Sister Water; 
she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 
through whom you brighten the night. 
He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, 
who feeds us and rules us, 
and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 

Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of you; 
through those who endure sickness and trial. 

Happy those who endure in peace, 
for by you, Most High, they will be crowned. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
from whose embrace no living person can escape. 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 
The second death can do no harm to them. 

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, 
and serve him with great humility. 

 


