
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764 
 
 

Sunday, September 14, 2025 
Holy Cross Day 

 
 

 
 
Introduction 
This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of 
the cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of 
God. As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of healing for the 
Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our health and salvation. Each 
time we make the sign of the cross we remember our baptism into the death 
and resurrection of Christ. 
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Welcome 
 
Prelude: “A Quiet Blessing” – Vevenger  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Merciful and loving God, 
 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
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Hymn: Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service – ELW 712 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that 
he might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon the 
cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9 
When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes 
against them. Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a 
serpent of bronze on a pole. All who looked at it after having been bitten by a serpent 
were healed. 
 
A reading from the book of Numbers.  
 
[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became 
discouraged on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
6 Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray 
to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set 
it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses 
made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent 
bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38 
God was their rock and the Most High God their redeemer.  

(Ps. 78:35) 
 

 

 
 
Women:  Hear my teaching, O my people; 
     incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
  
Men:   I will open my mouth in a parable; 
     I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.  
  
Women:  Whenever God slew them, they would seek God, 
     and repent, and diligently search for God. 
  
Men:  They would remember that God was their rock, 
     and the Most High God their redeemer. 
  
Women:  But they flattered God with their mouths 
     and lied to God with their tongues. 
  
Men:    Yet God, being merciful,  

forgave their sins and did not destroy them; 
   holding back anger many times  

and not giving way to wrath.  
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This proclamation 
seems foolish to many because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness 
of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom understands how ours is a God who suffers for and 
with humankind in the cross. 
 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: John 3:13-17 
After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks 
of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses 
in the desert. Here the Son of God is revealed as the source of healing. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
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Hymn of the Day: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song – ELW 808 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 

Please respond to each invocation:  God of grace, receive our prayer 
 
 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
Pastor:  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER  

 
Offering 

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 
Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  

that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  
through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
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Hymn:  We Place upon Your Table, Lord – ELW 467 

 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Lord of the harvest, 
 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
or the security of our own work, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Dialogue 
 
The Lord be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts.  
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Setting 12: OPTION A: Form C  
Response:  

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
 

Invitation to Communion 

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament we are invited to 
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s table.  All who desire to be in 

relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 
 

We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask 
the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find 

white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask 
the minister as you receive.  The bread and wine should be consumed here in the church before you 
return to your seat.  If for some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please 

bring what was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Hymn:  There in God’s Garden – ELW 342 
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Hymn: Spirit, Open My Heart – ACS 1043 
After the choir has received communion 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Living God,  
as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord,  
we have been nourished with the very presence of Christ.  
Through this meal may we be strengthened  
to keep your word and to proclaim  
the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
 
Blessing 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
United to the cross of Christ,  
go in peace  
to bring God’s love and mercy to all.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: Here On Jesus Christ I Will Stand – ACS 1024 
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Announcements:  
 

If you have not received the September Newsletter, please pick one up on the 
table to the left, just past the double door, as you leave the sanctuary.  

 
 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday – Food Return today!  
 
New Directory – Please pick one up on the way out of church today.   
 
Silver Foxes and WELCA Bible Study – Wednesday, September 17 
 
 
“Pop-Up” Food Giveaway at St. Paul’s Property – 407 S. Saturn – Every Thursday 
from 11:00 – 12:45.  Please reach out to Sandy Weaver or Mary Pheasant for more 
information.  
 

Quilt Ministry meets at St. John’s Hall on Thursday, September 4 & September 18 
at 9:00AM .  All are welcome to participate.  For more information, reach out to 
Rhona Diamond.  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s love, and 
promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and welcome to all. 

 
We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you are 
interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our lives, the 
Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, please reach out to 

Pastor Anne.  
 

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 

Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 

 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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