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Taize Prayer 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026 
w w w w w w w w  

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Please turn off your cell phones. 

Even the buzz of “silence mode”  
will be heard during our time of profound silence. 

 

About Taizé Prayer  The Taizé style of sung prayer mirrors other forms of meditative or contemplative 

prayer.  The gentle repetition of a single thought, in this case, expressed in music, allows us to savor 

God’s voice in the text.  The text melts away creating an interior silence for an encounter with God.  

The music holds the time and space for prayer.  

Each piece of music has a simple thought that invites the participant to bring their own story, their 

own needs to this time of prayer.   The music and prayer are simply the vehicle for you to still your 

mind and soul and sit with the Lord in solitude while surrounded by a community of faith all 

intentionally making time and space for an encounter with God.  

How To Participate  First, as you gather in the dimly lit room, you might want to simply review your 

day.  Notice what still has your attention and anything that is a distraction to being present to this 

time of prayer.  You might place these distractions at the foot of the altar or the doors of the church.  

But also notice things beyond your to-do list that are taking space in your heart.  What are your 

needs and concerns, what do you desire most at this moment in your life?  What needs to be 

celebrated, discerned, or even let go of?  Bring these things to God tonight!   

Singing and Prayer before our Icons  Taizé Prayer is known for the short repetitive sung mantras.  

These are gateways to prayer. Although each chant has a text, often with deep theological meaning, 

this isn’t a Lutheran Hymn Sing!  (We will do that someday too!)   The music is gentle and quiet.  You 

are encouraged to sing or even hum as it serves your prayer, but no one should feel a need to lead 

the singing or encourage others to sing.  All should blend into gentle, contemplative prayer.   

After the scripture reading for the evening, there will be an extended time, with several pieces of 

music sung, when you are invited to come forward and light a candle before one of the icons in the 

room.  This is your time, you are welcome to remain in prayer, standing or kneeling, even sitting on 
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the floor near the icon if you choose.  There will be time for all to move slowly.  There is no need to 

form a line.  The music will continue until all have had ample time to participate.  

Silence  After our time of prayer and candle lighting, we will share profound silence. You can expect 

that to be 10 - 15 minutes long.  The musicians are the timekeepers, so your only role is to sink into 

the silence and allow God to speak.  It is helpful if all of us do our part to minimize distractions.  

Please put your programs aside and again be sure your cell phones are off and avoid any distracting 

movement.   

 

Offering  We leave a basket at the back of the church for an offering.  No one 

should feel they are expected to make a donation.  Your presence and prayer 

are the most important gifts you bring to our community.  However, your 

contributions support our Taizé and Retreat ministries. Our congregation uses 

an online giving service and with this QR code you can create an online account 

and make a donation towards our Taizé Ministry.  If you use the app and it asks 

for an “Invite Code” it is MW9599 

About St. Paul’s Lutheran St. Paul’s is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). This congregation was one of the first RIC congregations in 

Florida. We believe in, and work at being a place of inclusion and reconciliation.  Too many people 

have been told God doesn’t love them because of their sexual identity or orientation.  But our work 

and ministry go far beyond issues of sexual identity.  As an RIC congregation we welcome all seeking 

God’s healing for the wounds of exclusion, poverty, oppression, and racism.  If you have found 

yourself on the outside of a church community and are looking for a place where you can bring all of 

who you are, and you desire to seek God’s healing for these wounds please don’t hesitate to reach 

out to me after the service tonight or at a time of your convenience.  
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Call to Worship  

 
 
Reader:  
 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went 
to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw 
that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they 
entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 
right side, and they were alarmed.  

(Mark 16:2-5) 
 

Sung:  Jesus the Lord is risen!  Alleluia... 
sung once in unison and once as a round 

 
Reader:  
 
 "Do not be amazed!  
 You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified.  
 He has been raised; he is not here.” 

                                                                        (Mark 16:2-7)  
Women:   Alleluia! Praise the LORD, my soul. 
 
Men:    Alleluia!  I shall praise the LORD all my life,  
  sing praise to my God while I live.   
 
 

Sung:  Jesus the Lord is risen!  Alleluia... 
sung once in unison and once as a round 
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Reading from Scripture: John 20: 1-18 
 
On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the 
morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So, 
she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and told them, "They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don't know 
where they put him." 
 
So, Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both ran, 
but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent 
down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 
 
When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial 
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths 
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but rolled up in a separate place.  Then the other disciple also went in, the one 
who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed.  For they did not yet 
understand the scripture that he had to rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned home. 
 
But Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over into 
the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at 
the feet where the body of Jesus had been.  And they said to her, "Woman, why 
are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken my Lord, and I don't 
know where they laid him." 
 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but did not 
know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you looking for?" She thought it was the gardener and said to him, "Sir, if 
you carried him away, tell me where you laid him, and I will take him." Jesus 
said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni," which 
means Teacher. 
 
Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary of Magdala went and announced to the 
disciples, "I have seen the Lord."  
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Psalm 150 

 
 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
 praise him in his mighty firmament!  
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
 

Sung:  Alleluia! 
 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
 

Sung:  Alleluia! 
 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord! 
  



 7 

A SERVICE OF LIGHT:   

When the music resumes all are welcome to come, one at a time, take a candle, 
light it from another candle and place it in the sand in front of one of the icons.    
This will be an extended period of prayer and meditation.  The music will 
continue until all have had time to come forward and pray.  There is no need for 
an orderly line, simply allow a few at a time to come forward.  
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SILENCE 

This evening we will allow time for a profound silence.  Allow yourself to sink into 
stillness, to that place where only you and the Bridegroom reside. 

 
 

Intercessions:  
 

All are invited to stand in body or spirit 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer:   

sung once in unison and once as a round 
 

 
 
 
At the conclusion of the music please take a moment to greet each other with 
a sign of Christ’s peace and reconciliation.  
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Join us for something new! 
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Earth Day Event  

in the Neighborhood  
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Our Next Taizé Prayer 

Wednesday, May 27 – 7:15 PM  

 

If you would like to be on the email distribution list for our Taizé 
Services and other events, please fill out one of the information cards 
on the piano before you leave this evening or send Pastor Anne an 
email at pastoranneharman@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastoranneharman@gmail.com
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, 

FL  
 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies 

God’s love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending 
inclusion and welcome to all. 

 
We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  
If you are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the 

world and our lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be 
more involved, please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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