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Taizé Prayer 
“Let me touch His cloak.”   

-  Mark 5:25-34 
 

 
 

I am struck by the simplicity of the story in Mark’s Gospel of the woman with the 
hemorrhage.  Her simple faith, her compulsion to reach out, her desperate need to have her 
life back, these things speak to my heart.  But there is more to this story.  Jesus, surrounded by 
many people, notices that his power has been sought and lovingly searches for this hurting 
soul to give his words of affirmation. The disciples question Jesus’ actions and words.  I am also 
aware of those on the fringe of the story, those who brushed up against Jesus out of curiosity 
or who stood to the side out of skepticism and missed the very presence of God in their midst, 
each in their own stage of readiness to receive the presence of Christ in their lives.  And finally, 
I am humbled by the woman who when healed, falls before the Lord. 

This is a short and simple story of faith and healing, but it is powerful in its ability to 
speak to our lives.  At some point in life all of us, like the woman with the hemorrhage, have 
circumstances and situations that leave us bleeding uncontrollably, seeking a solution at all 
costs.  On occasion, like this unclean woman, our circumstances may leave us outcast from our 
families and friends.  At times our faith spurs us to seek Christ’s presence and surrender our will 
to him; at other times we stand in his presence and fail to recognize him or his authority over 
our lives.  Sometimes we are like the disciples who just stand there and ask questions, not sure 
how all of it fits together.  

I am drawn to the final verse of the following chapter in Mark’s gospel, “Whatever 
villages or towns or countryside Jesus entered, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and 
begged him that they might touch only the tassel on his cloak; and as many as touched it were 
healed.”  Mark 6:56   

I hope and pray that our time together this evening will help all of us to reach out to 
Christ, the healing presence of the God, to seek his mercy, healing, and peace in our lives.  
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Welcome to St. Paul’s Spirituality Center 
Please turn off your cell phones. 

Even the buzz of “silence mode”  
will be heard during our time of profound silence. 

 
Good evening! In the name of Christ, it is our privilege to welcome you to St. Paul’s 
Spirituality Center.  As we gather this evening, We would like to offer hospitality, introduce 
you to our congregation and our Spirituality Center, give a little background about Taizé 
Prayer and what to expect in worship this evening.  If you are here for the first time, our 
restrooms are in the breezeway just outside the main doors of the church.   
 
About Taizé Prayer  The Taizé style of sung prayer mirrors other forms of meditative or 
contemplative prayer.  The gentle repetition of a single thought, in this case, expressed in 
music, allows us to hear God’s voice in the text.  The text melts away creating an interior 
silence for an encounter with God.  The music holds the time and space for prayer. Each 
piece of music has a simple thought that invites the participant to bring their own story, 
their own needs, to this time of prayer.    
 
How To Participate  First, as you gather in the dimly lit room, you might want to simply 
review your day.  Notice what still has your attention and anything that is a distraction to 
being present to this time of prayer.  You might place these distractions at the foot of the 
altar or the doors of the church.  But also notice things beyond your to-do list that are 
taking space in your heart.  What are your needs and concerns, what do you desire most at 
this moment in your life?  What needs to be celebrated, discerned, or even let go of?  Bring 
these things to God tonight!   
 
Singing and Prayer before our Icons  The short repetitive sung mantras are gateways to 
prayer. Although each chant has a text, often with deep theological meaning, this isn’t a 
Lutheran Hymn Sing!  (We will do that someday too!)   The music is gentle and quiet.  You 
are encouraged to sing or even hum as it serves your prayer, but no one should feel a need 
to lead the singing or encourage others to sing.  All should blend into gentle, contemplative 
prayer.   
After the scripture reading for the evening, there will be an extended time, with several 
pieces of music sung; you are invited to come forward and light a candle before one of the 
icons in the room.  There will be time for all to move slowly and prayerfully.  There is no 
need to form a line.  The music will continue until all have had ample time to participate 
and pray.  
 
Silence  After our time of prayer and candle lighting, we will share profound silence. You 
can expect that to be 10 - 15 minutes long.  The musicians are the timekeepers, so your 
only role is to sink into the silence and allow God to speak.  It is helpful if all of us do our 
part to minimize distractions.  Please put your programs aside and again be sure your cell 
phones are off and avoid any distracting movement.   
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Offering  We leave a basket at the back of the church for an offering.   
Your presence and prayer are the most important gifts you bring to our 
community.  However, your contributions support the Spirituality 
Center our Taizé and Retreat ministries. Our congregation uses an 
online giving service and with this QR code you can create an online 
account and make a donation towards our Taizé Ministry.  If you use 
the app and it asks for an “Invite Code” it is MW9599.  Checks should 

be made out to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.   Thank you.  
St. Paul’s Spirituality Center is an outreach of our congregation.  The first call of any 
church is to bring people to Christ and form them to be disciples.  The Spirituality Center, 
desires to be a space and place where people are invited to explore their relationship with 
God.  We invite people to prayer, to learn to talk to God and surrender to God’s presence 
and action in their lives.  The heart of this ministry is our Wednesday Contemplative Prayer 
Services.  We also currently offer retreats, classes, and a grief support group.  If this 
ministry is meaningful to you, reach out to Pr. Anne for ways you can be more involved.  The 
Spirituality Center is intended to be a resource for the wider community. We hope to 
support other congregations in their journey to form disciples.  We hope to reach those 
who, for whatever reason, don’t have a church home.  And we are intentional about being a 
place of healing for those who have been wounded by the church.   
 
If you would like to be on the email distribution list for the Spirituality Center, please fill out 
one of the information cards in the basket at the welcome table at the back of the church 
this evening or send Pastor Anne an email at pastoranneharman@gmail.com 
 
St. Paul’s Spirituality Center has its own Facebook Page.  You can find us by 
searching “St. Paul’s Spirituality Center” in the Facebook search bar or through 
this QR code.  We also have a web page under St. Paul’s website:  
https://stpaulsclearwater.org/spirituality-center.   
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Call to worship:  Psalm 29:11 
 
 Reader 1:  May the Lord give strength to his people! 
 ALL:  May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
 

 
 
 
Word of God – Mark 5:25-34  
 

There was a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years. She 
had suffered greatly at the hands of many doctors and had spent all that 
she had. Yet she was not helped but only grew worse. She had heard 
about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak. 
She said, "If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured." Immediately her flow 
of blood dried up. She felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction.  

Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out from him, turned 
around in the crowd and asked, "Who has touched my clothes?"  

But his disciples said to him, "You see how the crowd is pressing 
upon you, and yet you ask, 'Who touched me?'" 
 
And he looked around to see who had done it.  

The woman, realizing what had happened to her, approached in fear 
and trembling. She fell down before Jesus and told him the whole truth.  

He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and 
be cured of your affliction." 
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A Service of Light  
 

It was a simple act of faith, “let me touch his garment!”  She didn’t demand a 
private audience with the Son of God or need a great display of his power.  She simply 
acted on a nudge of the Spirit and reached out to Jesus believing that he could heal 
her.   

We are all in need of healing.  Some of us need healing from disease or chronic 
pain.  Some need healing from mental illness, depression, grief or loneliness. And 
some of us need spiritual healing for the wounds we have received by the actions of 
others or even ourselves.   

Some of us are walking with a loved one who is suffering or dying.  We may be 
the caregiver for someone who needs constant care.  Our lives may be touched by 
addiction or mental illness.   Grief may linger in our hearts.  

Some of us may have a need to simply find peace in our lives.  Not an absence 
of chaos, but the true peace that comes from knowing that we are in God’s hands, and 
we never walk outside of God’s loving care. Some of us are being called to simply 
profess our faith in Christ and to believe in his power as Lord of our lives.   

No matter what brought you here this evening, or what needs and concerns 
have come to mind this evening, Jesus is inviting you to reach out for healing, comfort 
and peace.   

You are invited to come forward, a few at a time, to light a candle and place it in 
the sand as you simply spent time in prayer with Jesus.  There is no need to form a line 
as the music will continue until all have had time to come forward and pray.  This time 
is yours to seek the presence of Christ at the place of your deepest need.    
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Silence 
 
Whatever villages or towns or countryside Jesus entered, they 
laid the sick in the marketplaces and begged him that they 
might touch only the tassel on his cloak; and as many as 
touched it were healed.   – Mark 6:56 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
Blessing 
 
O God of compassion,  
you have gathered your people here,  
to shower on them your mercy, healing, and peace.  
 
Open our hearts to receive the gifts you give freely, 
give peace where there is anxiety,  
courage in place of fear, healing in place of illness,  
hope in place of despair, joy in place of grief. 
 
May your healing and wholeness fill us.  
May the gifts we receive be given in abundance  
to loved ones and strangers alike.   
 
May the healing we receive bring healing and peace to the world.  
 
Amen.   
  

Please extend to one another a sign of Christ’s peace and love.  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., 

Clearwater, FL  
 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies 

God’s love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending 
inclusion and welcome to all. 

 
We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister 

with us.  If you are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and 
action in the world and our lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation 
and how you can be more involved, please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 

If you would like to be on the email distribution list for the Spirituality Center, please fill 
out one of the information cards in the basket at the welcome table at the back of the 
church this evening or send Pastor Anne an email at pastoranneharman@gmail.com 
 
St. Paul’s Spirituality Center has its own Facebook Page.  You can find us by 
searching “St. Paul’s Spirituality Center” in the Facebook search bar or through 
this QR code.  We also have a web page under St. Paul’s website:  
https://stpaulsclearwater.org/spirituality-center.  
 
 

 
 

To reach Pastor Anne 
pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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