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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764 

 
Sunday, May 31, 2026 

The Holy Trinity, Year A 
 

 
 
 

Introduction 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 
apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples 
forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a 
doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation 
made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the 
mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are 
sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 
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Welcome: 
 
Gathering Hymn:  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
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All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:  Amen 
  
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-
in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us 
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into 
your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a       
 
A reading from the first book of Genesis 
 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was 
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 
from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry 
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate 
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for 
days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every 



 5 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the 
cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our 
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon 
the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 
them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 
2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that 
he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks Be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 8 
  
Reader:  O LORD our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
  
ALL:  you whose glory is chanted above the heavens  

out of the mouths of infants and children; 
   you have set up a fortress against your enemies,  

to silence the foe and avenger. 
  

Reader:  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
  
ALL:  what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
    human beings that you should care for them?  
  
Reader:  Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
    with glory and honor you crown them. 
 
ALL:  You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet: 
 
Reader:  all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 

the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
   and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
  

ALL:   O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
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Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian 
fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s 
partnership. 
 
A Reading from the Second Book to the Corinthians 
 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to 
my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and 
peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints 
greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclimation: Sing Praise to the Lord 
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Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them 
to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Gospel According to Matthew 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Glory to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Pr. Anne Harman 
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Hymn of the Day: Come, Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 414 
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Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Please respond to each invocation:  God of grace, hear our prayer.  

 
 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with You. 
 

 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.  
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Offering Hymn: God is Love ACS 1041 

 
Offering Prayer 
 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with You 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament 
we are invited to have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s 

table.  All who desire to be in relationship with Christ are welcome to receive. 
 

We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free 
host, please ask the communion minister.  For those who prefer to receive grape juice 
rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion 

is given.  If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive.  The bread 
and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat.  If for 
some reason, you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what 
was not consumed to the ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed. 
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Communion Hymn: Taste and See 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Announcements: 
 
 
Blessing: 
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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Pr. Anne will be on sabbatical  
from June 6 - August 8 

 
 
 
 

Pr. Pam Wells will be providing  
pulpit supply and pastoral care.  

She can be reached at 727-248-6630.  
 
 
 

Over the summer Katie will be in the office  
Tuesdays 9:00 - 2:00 

Wednesdays 9:00 - Noon 
Thursdays 9:00 - 2:00 

Fridays as needed.  
The office phone number is  727-741-0917.   
Office email is office@stpaulsclearwater.org  

 
 
 

JoDee Hub is the Council President - 727-417-1587 
 
 

Gene Binion - Council Vice President 727-272-1045 
 

 
  

mailto:office@stpaulsclearwater.org
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Recessional Hymn: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW 836 
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Summer 2026 Calendar Dates 
FaithTalk@7 meets on ZOOM every Tuesday...at 7:00 

Pop-Up meets at the Old Church every Thursday at 11:00 to distribute food  
 

June 
 

June 3 - 6 - Synod Assembly  
Thursday, June 4 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM 
Tuesday, June 9 - Drum Circle - 10:30 AM  
Friday, June 12 - Council Meeting - 10:30 AM  
Wednesday, June 17 - Silver Foxes - 1:00 PM  
Thursday, June 18 - Quilt Ministry 9:00 - Noon  
Sunday, June 21 - Father’s Day 
Wednesday, June 24 - Book Club - 11:00 AM   
Wednesday, June 24 - Prayer Around the Globe 7:15 PM 
 

July 
 

Thursday, July 2 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM 
Sunday, July 5 - 250th Independence Day Picnic in the Hall  
Friday, July 10 - Council Meeting - 10:30 AM  
Friday, July 10 - Pastor Pam’s Birthday!  
Wednesday, July 15 - Silver Foxes - 1:00 PM  
Thursday, July 16 - Quilt Ministry 9:00 AM 
Wednesday, July 22 - Grace Notes: “By Request” - 7:15 PM  
Wednesday, July 29 - Book Club - 11:00 AM  
 

August 
 

Thursday, August 6 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM  
Sunday, August 9 - Pr. Anne back 
Wednesday, August 12 - Taizé Prayer -7:15 PM  
Friday, August 14 - Council Meeting - 9:30 AM  
Wednesday, August 19 - Silver Foxes - 1:00 PM  
Thursday, August 20 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM  
Wednesday, August 26 - Book Club - 11:00 AM  
Wednesday, August 26 - Healing Service - 7:15 PM  



20 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL  

 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s 
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and 

welcome to all. 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you 
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our 

lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, 
please reach out to Pastor Anne.  

 
Phone Number: 727- 446-7718 

Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 

 
To reach Pastor Anne 

pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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