St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church
1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL 33764

Sunday, July 12, 2026
Lectionary 14, Year A

Introduction

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we
may bear fruit in the world.



Prelude: “Nearer My God to Thee” - Tonioli

Welcome:

Gathering Hymn: For the Fruit of all Creation ELW 679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will 1s done.
3 For the har- vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name

of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.



Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

A reading from Isaiah

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return
until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall complete what | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn of the shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memoirial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 65:9-13

Reader: You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very
plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you
provide for the earth.

All: You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

Reader: You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.

All: May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.

Reader: May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys
cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.



Second reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the
law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now
empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

A reading from Romans.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, #so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. "°But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin,
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation: Sing Praise to the Lord
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Sing praise to the Lord: al - le - Iu ia,
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al - le - lu - ia, our thanks be to God.
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Sing praise to the Lord: al - le - lu - ia,
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al - le - lu - ia Thanks  be to God.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress




Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. ” Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

8 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. '® When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. ?° As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 2" yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pr. Pam Wellons



Hymn of the Day: As Rain from the Clouds ELW 508

0]

e

|
s

=! —————]
I As rain from the clouds will your word come to carth,
2 As grain that is scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and  sand.
a wak - ing and warm-ing and  heal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en  our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in  our hearts that the good seed may grow
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the sced of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: AFTON WATER, Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812-1896

Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

WWww.glamusic.com



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Please respond to each invocation: God of grace, hear our prayer.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Please be seated.
OFFERING

All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God.

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed
through life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated.
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Hymn: My Life Flows on in Endless Song ELW 763

*Hymn chosen by congregant
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My life lowson in
2 Through all the tu - mult
3  What though my joys and

end - less song;
and the strife,
com-forts die?
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a- bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,

I hear that

mu-sic ring - ing.

The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.

It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?

What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he

All

Refrain

things are mine since [ am his!
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giv - eth.
Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

11




2 — B —— ] =
(O — I - [ !
T e v * - * * =
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
9] .
A3 * o 4 * s e
- i
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
0 — [
r S . T e J L
1 r ——— - =

"

life.
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

pres-ence, and give

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Offering Prayer

God of all creation,

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious
presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Bless-ed 18 he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life;

near to those who suffer;

beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus. In this sacrament we are invited to
have a personal experience of Christ’s presence. This is the Lord’s table. All who desire to be in
relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.

We receive communion using bread and wine. If you need to receive a gluten free host,
please ask the communion minister. For those who prefer to receive grape juice rather than
wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays as communion is given. If you

have a question, please ask the minister as you receive. The bread and wine should be

consumed here in the church before you return to your seat. If for some reason, you are
unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the
ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
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Communion Hymn: Amazing Grace ELW 779
*Hymn chosen by congregant
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1 A - maz - 1ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that

2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and

3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I

4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his

5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright

2 = | 5

&' i Jr,

J ' —] :
saved a wretch  like me! I once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to

0)

yanmn 1 |

(an1d ] "

S & &

now am found; was blind, but now I see.

grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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Communion Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423

*Hymn chosen by congregant
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Shall we gath - er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

On the mar- gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,
Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.

Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful rv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry
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Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Announcements:

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Sending Song: On What has Now been Sown ELW 550
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1 On what has now been sown your bless-ing Lord, be - stow; the
2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow’rs; ac -
3 Oh, grant that each of us, now met be - fore you here, may
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pow’r 1S yours a - lone to make it sprout and grow. O Lord, in
cept what is your own and par-don what is ours. Our prais - es,
meet to - geth-er thus when you and yours ap - pear, and fol - low
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grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the praise!
Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.

you to heav’'n, our home. E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789
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Summer 2026 Calendar
July
Wednesday, July 15 - Silver Foxes - 1:00 PM
Thursday, July 16 - Quilt Ministry 9:00 AM
Wednesday, July 22 - Grace Notes: “By Request” - 7:15 PM

August

Thursday, August 6 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM
Sunday, August 9 - Pr. Anne back

Wednesday, August 12 - Taizé Prayer -7:15 PM
Friday, August 14 - Council Meeting - 9:30 AM
Wednesday, August 19 - Silver Foxes - 1:00 PM
Thursday, August 20 - Quilt Ministry - 9:00 AM
Wednesday, August 26 - Healing Service - 7:15 PM
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St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church

Gathering at St. John's Episcopal 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s
love, and promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and
welcome to all.

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us. If you
are interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our
lives, the Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved,
please reach out to Pastor Anne.

Phone Number: 727- 446-7718
Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org
Website: https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl

Facebook

To reach Pastor Anne
pastoranneharman@amail.com

St. Paul’s Spirituality Center

an outreach ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
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