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GOVERNMENT  
MEETING SCHEDULE

SEE CHAMPS PAGE 7 angle-double-right

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 
See page 5

Sponsored by:

CITY

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS OCCUR THE 
1ST AND 3RD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED

Margaret Way Building  
23 N. Polk Ave., Arcadia, FL 34266

Active dates and times are subject to change.
County: http://desotobocc.com/calendar

City: https://arcadia-fl.gov/events/

“We’ve got a great defense, our outside hitters 
and middle hitters are very good. We set real well, 
our libero is strong, and the girls work hard and 
are very coachable. Yes I guess you could say we 
don’t have a weakness,” said DeSoto County Middle 
School head coach Danielle Taylor.

Emma Sorrells said, “We have such good energy, 
team bonding, we talk and we can pass and serve 
receive, it is just a very good team.”

I don’t think any team in the Heartland 
Conference would argue that fact. In their 12 game 
season the Lady Bulldogs never lost a set. Think 
about that again. Twelve teams lined up against 
the Bulldogs and all 12 went home shattered. The 
playoffs were nothing more than a continuation of 
the regular season as the Bulldogs steam rolled 
over their semi final opponent and enjoyed a cake 
walk in the finals against Hardee.

MAR

26
DESOTO COUNTY

REGULAR COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEETING
Administration Building
201 E. Oak Street, Suite 203 
Arcadia, FL 34266

TUES
3P & 6:30P

MAR

29
DESOTO COUNTY

COUNTY OFFICES CLOSED
In observance of Good Friday

APR

9
DESOTO COUNTY

REGULAR COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEETING
Administration Building
201 E. Oak Street, Suite 203 
Arcadia, FL 34266

TUES
9:00A

DISTRICT CHAMPS!
DREAM SEASON ENDS WITH CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY

Hardee brought 20 very vocal students that sat 
behind the Wildcats’ bench. Admittedly they were 
loud and very much into the game even when their 
team fell behind 10-2. They sounded as if they were 
in a library when their team trailed 18-5. When the 
first game ended at 25-8 on a Madelynn Atherton 
shot from the front row, they sounded as if they 
were practicing for mime school. From that point 
on, they may as well have been sitting on the bus as 
the Bulldogs took care of business with a 25-10 win 
to take home the championship trophy.

Emma Sorrells finished off the perfect season 
with an ace to send the team and fans racing onto 
the court to celebrate their successful season. “I 
had a plan as to where I was going to serve it, either 
in the corner or between two people. The safer plan 

The 2024 DeSoto County Middle School won the Heartland Conference district championship in a perfect 14-0 season with 28 straight winning sets.

STEVE KNAPP
Sports Writer 
sports@peacerivershopper.com

mailto: sales@peacerivershopper.com
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CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

RIBBON CUT ON FIRST TINY TOWN RESIDENCE

On March 5, with the help of the 
Chamber of Commerce, DeSoto Cares 
Homeless Services cut the ribbon on 
the first Tiny Town Residence at 103 S. 
Lee Ave. in the planned village. Each 
160-square-foot home will be fully 
furnished and built on donated property.

A not-for-profit organization, DeSoto 
Cares works to “to transition individuals 
out of homelessness and address the 
systemic causes of homelessness in 
our community.” In addition to the Tiny 
Town project, the organization operates 
a service center, 159 S. Orange Ave., 
offering “showers, laundry, mailboxes, 
internet connection, case management, 
and referral services to those in need”  
(desotocareshomeless.com).

Approximately 35,000 people live 
in DeSoto County—with about 6,600 
residing within the City of Arcadia. The 
population has a poverty rate of 30% 
and an uninsured rate of 30%, plus the 
School District of DeSoto County counts 
400 homeless students. 

Community meetings organized by 
St. Edmund Episcopal Church to talk 
about homelessness in Arcadia led to 
the formation of DeSoto Cares Homeless 
Services. Funding from the Episcopal 
Charities of the Diocese of Southwest 
Florida Episcopal Church allowed 
the service center to open, but the 
organization “relies on the generosity of 
individuals, churches, and community 
organizations for financial support.” 
Volunteers provide the services and 
operate the center. 

After connecting with the Arcadia 
Housing Authority, DeSoto Cares 
became a 501(c)(3) organization in 
2016. The organization collaborates “with 
regional and state homeless services 
providers and advocates to maximize our 
impact and address the systemic causes 
of homelessness.” Call 863-491-9933 or 
desoto.cares@gmail.com.

CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

COUNCIL VOTES TO RAISE THEIR SALARIES

At their meeting on March 5 with a 
vote of four to one, Council members 
voted to raise their salaries from 
$500.00 to $800.00 per month for 
council members and from $700.00 to 
$1,000.00 per month for the mayor. 
Council Member Mike Hall was opposed. 

Council Member Judy Wertz-
Strickland said that council member 
salaries have not been raised in 
18 to 20 years. She had proposed 
raising the salaries to $1,000.00 and 
$1,300.00 respectively, but Deputy 
Mayor Keith Keene countered with the 

lower amounts. He said, “I feel that I’m 
doing this for the community—not the 
money.” 

City Attorney T. J. Wohl will draft an 
ordinance to change the salaries which 
will have two readings in public hearings, 
and if the ordinance passes, the pay 
increase will not take effect until after 
the next election.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
GRANTS

City Administrator Terry Stewart 
thanked Assistant City Administrator 
Beth Carsten for her negotiations 
with Eric Case, Historic Preservation 
Grant Supervisor, concerning the 
Florida Department of State, Division 
of Historic Resources (DHR), Speer SEE COUNCIL PAGE 16 angle-double-right

The Chamber of Commerce joined with DeSoto Cares Homeless 
Services to cut the ribbon on Tiny Town Residence #1, 103 S. Lee 
Ave., built to provide shelter for a homeless person.

Far left, Angie Duckett and far right, Heather Fugate—representing the Chamber—hold 
the ribbon for the DeSoto Cares directors and volunteers, from left: Vicki Price, Steve 
Price, Mark Lawrenceson, Mike Provau, Robert Krost, Pastor Ed Horne, Contractor 
Reece Welch, Karen Smoke, Sandy Krost, and Heather Fugate.

DeSoto Cares President Mike 
Provau and Executive Director 
Robert Vaughn on the porch of 
Tiny Town Residence #1 before 
the ribbon cutting.

Founder of DeSoto 
Cares, Mike Provau 

shares the history of the 
organization and the Tiny 

Town project before he 
cut the ribbon on the first 

Tiny Town residence.

At the beginning 
of the council 

meeting on 
March 5, 

Judge Don Hall 
administered 

the oath of office 
and—after the 

ceremony—
congratulated 

newly appointed 
Council Member 

Luis Velsaco.

http://desotocareshomeless.com
mailto:desoto.cares@gmail.com
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CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

COACH BOWERS HONORED AND CELEBRATED

Hundreds gathered last Saturday 
to honor and celebrate Coach Richard 
Bowers, Jr., on his 90th birthday at the 
Smith-Brown gym, now the Louis and 
Gloria Flanzer Boys and Girls Club, 14 
School Ave., in Arcadia.

After everyone had given their 
praise and shared their stories, Bowers 
recalled growing up as a “country boy.” 
His father wanted him to pick oranges 
and become a foreman for Mt. Dora 
Growers or Plymouth Citrus Growers. 
However, Bowers, Jr., found another 
route to success through education and 
playing football.

He said, “Treat everyone you meet 
like you want to be treated . . . and give 
it all you’ve got to make DeSoto County 
the best county in Florida.”

The event began with a welcome 
from Bowers’ Granddaughter Paige 
Maloney and music by the Elizabeth 
Missionary Baptist Church (EMBC) 
choir. EMBC Pastor Daniel Savage gave 
the invocation and those attending 
enjoyed the food—plus photographs and 
fellowship with Bowers, Jr., and his wife 
Martha.

Grandson Richard Koonce emceed 
the first part of the program, with former 
Superintendent of Schools Adrian Cline, 
current Superintendent Bobby Bennett, 
and Archie Lamb each speaking for 
a few moments. Koonce then invited 
remarks and appreciations from the 
Bulldogs in attendance from the 1970s, 
1980s, 1990s, and 2000s. 

Finally, he called up the 1960s 
students, and Kate Anderson recalled 
when Bowers, Jr., worked at the 
segregated Smith-Brown School. She 
led the “green and white” chant and 
the singing of the school song. During 
integration, Bowers, Jr., coached 
football at DeSoto High School, and 
Bulldogs from 1967, 1968, and 1969 
offered some stories and gratitude.

Granddaughter Natasha Jarvis 
directed the next portion, introducing 
singers NaShanda Summers and Dr. 
Sharon Goodman. They led the happy 

SEE GOLF PAGE 18 angle-double-right

Coach Richard Bowers said, “Be the best little 
town in the State of Florida or in the world . . . 
and never give up.”

Standing in front of Granddaughters Colby Dawkins 
and Natasha Jarvis, James “Deak” Gilchrist told 
Coach Bowers, ‘You raised this whole community . . . 
you touched everyone’s lives.”

His wife Martha Bowers said, “I 
got to be his friend and love him.” 
She expressed appreciation for 
everyone’s words and presence at 
the birthday celebration.

Coach and Mrs. Bower’s daughters 
Priscilla Maloney, Debbie 

Richardson, and Cynthia Dawkins 
are educators like their parents.

Tommy Henry said he 
couldn’t believe he would 
walk in the footsteps 
of Coach Bowers, and 
he appreciated Bowers 
for saying, “Be the best 
Tommy Henry.”

Granddaughter 
NaShanda Summers 

and Dr. Sharon 
Goodman sang “the 

happy birthday song” 
before Bowers blew out 
the candles on his cake.

birthday song, and dessert was served.
Granddaughter Colby Dawkins led 

the family tribute, with stories from the 
“fabulous nine” grandchildren plus the 

great grandchildren, and his 
three daughters—his brother 
visiting from Georgia, and 
family friends.

CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

MOSAIC TEAM WINS MAIN STREET GOLF TOURNAMENT

Arcadia Main Street held a golf 
tournament on March 2 at the Arcadia 
Municipal Golf Course that celebrated 
its centennial anniversary in 2023. 
The DeSoto County Historical Society 
chronicled some of the history in a 
display.

The event began with breakfast in 
the clubhouse for the 18 teams plus a 
chance for participants to bid on items  

in the silent auction and 
purchase raffle tickets. The 
teams started golfing at 8:30 
and returned to the clubhouse 
for lunch and awards. 

The real winner was funding 
for Arcadia Main Street, a non-
profit organization dedicated 
to “improving economic 
management, strengthening 
public participation, historic 
preservation, and making 
downtown a focal point 
for the entire community” 
(arcadiamainstreet.com).

Representing Mosaic 
Fertilizer Company, 

Brent Anderson, Daniel 
Porter, Joe Porter, 

and Keith Nadaskay 
won first place in the 

Arcadia Main Street 
Golf Tournament on 

March 2 at the Arcadia 
Municipal Golf Course. 

Photograph courtesy of 
Briana Harris.

http://arcadiamainstreet.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR
BULLDOG YOUTH SPONSORS!

• DESOTO COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD (PRS)
• MOSAIC

MEET AND GREET WITH 
COACH CLIFF LOHREY

SportSPEACE RIVERSportSPEACE RIVER

A curious crowd turned out for 
the meet and greet with new football 
coach Cliff Lohrey on Wednesday night. 
Considering athletes were going to 
church and others were practicing, it 
was a very good turnout as over 100 
people filled the cafeteria to get the 
opportunity to meet coach Lohrey.

He realized that for some athletes he 
would be the third coach of their high 
school career. Lohrey said, “I can’t ask 
you to put everything you have on the 
field and give 100% everyday if I don’t 
give you 100% too. I promise you that 
you will get my best everyday and I ask 
that you give me the same. Everybody is 
starting out with a clean slate with me.” 

He is looking to put the best athletes 
on the field that can give the team the 
best chance to be successful. “We will 
put as much speed and athleticism on 
the field as possible. We want to get the 

STEVE KNAPP
Sports Writer 
sports@peacerivershopper.com

Some of the players who attended the meet and greet lined up with 
coach Lohrey for the first team photo.

Kay Reed stands next to Cliff Lohrey after the meet and greet.

ball in the hands of our best athletes 
and see what they can do. Offensively 
we like to be balanced, but if we have to 
run the ball 60 times to be successful 
then that is what we will do,” said 
Lohrey.

Athleticism is important to Lohrey. 
When a player asked about the weight 
room, Lohrey answered, “The role of 
the weight room is to make you a better 
athlete. Whether you are a tennis player 
or basketball or whatever, if you are a 
better athlete then the coach for your 
sport can make you a better player in 
that sport. It doesn’t matter how big 
and strong you are if you can’t move. 
Be athletic then strength and power will 
come.”

I talked to weightlifter and track 
member Brasaya Wiley during track 
practice before the meet and greet. 
She said she was thinking about trying 
out for the football team and wondered 
if Lohrey would give a girl a chance to 
play. I told her to come to the meet and 
greet and ask him for yourself.

After the athletes and parents had 



 MARCH 14, 2024  |   The Arcadia Community Local   |   Page 5 

ATHLETES  OF THE WEEK DESOTO COUNTY
Sponsored by:

It is a pretty easy choice for athlete of 
the week as the middle school volleyball 
team completed a perfect season with 

The DeSoto County Middle School varsity volleyball team completed a perfect 
14-0 season with a sweep against Hardee in the conference finals.

DESOTO COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOLDESOTO COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL
VOLLEYBALL TEAMVOLLEYBALL TEAM

an easy sweep in the conference finals 
against Hardee. The win gave the team a 
14-0 record with 28 consecutive set wins.

talked to Lohrey, Wiley introduced 
herself to the new head coach. She told 
him about her dream to play football. He 
encouraged her to come out and give it 
a try. Later he told me, “I don’t care who 
anybody is, if they want to play football 
for the Bulldogs, then I am more than 
happy to give them a chance.”

Lohrey finished by saying, “I want 
everybody who cares about Desoto 
football to be involved with our program 
in some sort of way. I’m asking you to 
trust me before I earn it. Relationships 

are key to building a strong program. 
I know that takes time. I believe in 
this program. I wouldn’t have taken 
this job if I didn’t. I believe in the 
vision of this program, I believe in the 
community support and I believe in the 
administration. I’m proud to wear blue 
and white and I’m proud to be a DeSoto 
County Bulldog.”

Joe Davis and Gabe Mass have 
joined the football coaching staff as the 
first two local coaches hired for the fall 
season.

Coach Lohrey gets a chuckle 
out of some of the players 

who were asking him about 
the program.

Blake Gross introduces himself to 
coach Lohrey. Gross will return to 

the gridiron after a one year break 
to play golf. “My heart really is in 

football. I love it,” said Gross.

After the speech, Brasaya Wiley 
introduced herself to the coach 
and stated she wanted to try 
football. Lohrey encouraged her 
to come out and give it a try.

Royce Mott introduces himself 
to the new coach.
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STEVE KNAPP
Sports Writer 
sports@peacerivershopper.com

When a team doesn’t get their first 
hit until the third inning and by that time 
they had already committed 5 errors, 
that is a pretty good recipe for a losing 
game. That was the case in the 12-2 loss 
to Bartow. 

The Bulldogs are not a team that is 
going to light up the scoreboard and 
must play small ball to win. Small ball 
needs great pitching, great defense 
and a few timely hits to be successful. 
The Bulldogs had none of that as they 
dropped their sixth game of the season.

One good thing that came from the 

RECIPE FOR 
A LOSS, 

BULLDOGS 
FALL 12-2

Daylon White gets a drink after his relief stint on 
the mound.

Revel Rodriguez got the first hit for the Bulldogs in 
the third and knocked in their first run in the fifth.

Obadiah Strader comes into the dugout after 
scoring the first DeSoto run after leading off the 
inning with a base hit.

game was the way the team fought back 
while facing a mercy rule 10-0 game in 
the fifth. 

Obadiah Strader led off with a base 
hit. Owen R oe was plunked and Abel 
Nedley singled to load the bases. Revel 
Rodriguez, who had the only hit until 

the fifth on a line drive in the 5-6 hole, 
grounded out to keep the game alive. 

Bartow scored twice in the sixth to 
take a 12-1 lead. DeSoto tried to get 
something going in the bottom of the 
sixth. Will Joens, the leading hitter with 
a .444 average, doubled to left. The 

throw to second got over the second 
baseman’s head and Joens went to 
third. He scored on a ground out but 
that was all the Bulldogs could get 
dropping the game 12-2.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

DMS 
AIDEN 

SCHIEMER-TAYLOR
6Th GraDE

MICHELLE 
NICO-SOLIS

7Th GraDE

RAFAEL BALBINO
8Th GraDE

DHS 
EMMA KINARD

9Th GraDE

ISAAC CLARKE
10Th GraDE

SAIGE BARNEY
11Th GraDE

ANIS 
RODRIGUEZ-DIEGO

12Th GraDE

J&J One Stop Gun Shop 
hosted the DeSoto County 
Chamber of Commerce's 
Early Bird Thursday, March 
7th. The students below were 
recognized as Student of the 
Month. (not all are pictured):
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CHAMPS 
FROM PAGE 1 angle-double-right

would be between two people. I took a 
deep breath and served it and I was so 
excited to see it hit the court.”

Hardee earned half of their points 
on DeSoto errors. Several DMS points 
came on double hits from the Wildcat 
defenders and setter. A team needs 
a strong setter and the Bulldogs have 
that in seventh grader Kylee Taylor. 
I was impressed with her flawless 
performance. 

“I have worked very hard to become 
a good setter. I am thankful for the 
coaches that have worked with me 
to get me this far. I am so happy and 
thankful that our team 
has gotten this far and 
it has been a lot of fun 
playing with them,” 
said Taylor.

Coach Taylor was 
asked to go outside 
after the photos were 
taken in the gym. As 
she got out of the 
gym doors she felt 
assistant coach Lacy 
Hancock pushing her. 
“I felt like cattle being 
pushed down the 
chutes. I said ‘I’m not 
going out there and 
she said yes you are’. 
I never saw it coming.” 
The team dumped a 
water jug over the 
triumphant coach’s 
head.

Later I talked to 
the wet, but very happy, coach as 
the gym cleared out. “Our goal was 
to keep them under 17 points in both 
games  (Hardee had scored 10,11,12 
and 17 points in their first two 
matches) because that was 
the most points they scored 
against us.”

Taylor’s plans since 
she is now the head 
coach for the high school 
varsity team is definite 
for the next season. “I will 
be coach here for at least 
another season to see my 
daughter go through and then 
hopefully find a coach that can keep 
this going because it is a feeder for 
the high school. She also plans to 
continue coaching travel ball with the 
13U team. 

The scary part, at least for other 
members of the Heartland Conference, 
is that only 4 of the players will move 
on to the high school next fall and 
everyone else will return to defend 
their title.

In the 28 sets this season and 
a win in each of them should be a 
total of 700 points scored. This team 
amassed 701 because of a 26-24 win 
against Sebring earlier this season. 
A better than perfect season is pretty 
hard to top but you can bet the team 
will be out there next season trying to 
top that record.

Maddie Atherton finished off the first set 
with a kill for a 25-8 win.

Chloe Clemons gives a nice push shot to score another 
point for the Bulldogs in their sweep over Hardee to win the 
district championship.

Rhadassa Caldas powers the shot past the 
Hardee defender as the Bulldogs won the 
district championship.

DeSoto coach Danielle Taylor 
shows the team the Heartland 
Conference trophy that they won in 
their perfect season.

The DMS volleyball champions 
await their coach Taylor after 

the game. When Taylor arrived 
she was doused with a bucket 

of water and ice.

The Bulldogs shake hands with the hardee Wildcats 
before the championship finals.
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DESIGN your shed, 
your way at 

Shed4me.com

FEATURED options:
- NEW! electrical packages
- Shelving
- Work benches
- Ramps

Wood Park Pointe I & II

Now Taking Applications

Come Enjoy The Tranquil 
Atmosphere And Beautiful 

Landscaping...

Income Restricted
Residents must be 62+ years,

handicapped, or disabled.

600 West Gibson St., Arcadia
863-494-3230 - TDD 711

1173 SW Hwy 17 Arcadia, FL 34266
(863) 303-4439 • ShedPro.Pro • ShedProLLC@gmail.com 

Scan for a free 
quote!
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Florida is a closed primary election state. Only voters who are 
registered members of political parties may vote for respective 
party candidates or nominees in a primary election, including a 
presidential preference primary election. In a general election, 
all registered voters receive the same ballot and may vote for 
any candidate or question on the ballot. If there are write-in 
candidates who have qualified for a particular o�ce, a space will 
be left on the ballot where their name can be written.

CHANGING YOUR POLITICAL PARTY?

18
February
Presidential 

Preference Primary

20
July

Primary Election

05
October

General Election

LOCAL OFFICES UP FOR 
ELECTION IN 2020:

Sheri�
Clerk of Court
Tax Collector
Supervisor of Elections 
Property Appraiser 
Superintendent of Schools

∙
∙
∙
∙
∙
∙

∙

∙

•

Board of County 
Commissioners 
Districts 1,3 & 5
School Board
Districts 2 & 4
Arcadia City Council - 2 Seats

Signature Updates can be made any time! A voter’s signature on 
file is used to verify Vote-By-Mail (absentee) ballots and petitions 
for candidates or initiative issues. If you believe your signature 
has changed, please send us an updated voter registration 
application. Print, complete and mail us a completed voter 
registration application form to PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 34265. 
Find the form at www.votedesoto.com.

HAS YOUR SIGNATURE CHANGED?

2020 ELECTION DATES:

17
March

Presidential 
Preference Primary

18
August

Primary Election

03
November
General Election

Voting by mail is easy! Call the Elections O�ce at 863-993-4871 or click the Vote-By-Mail button on our website 
(www.votedesoto.com) to request a Vote-By-Mail ballot. Vote-By-Mail ballots are NOT forwarded by the U.S. Postal Service. It is the 
voter’s responsibility to provide an accurate mailing address. Ballots can be mailed worldwide. 

VOTE BY MAIL

Any registered and eligible voter in the county may vote early. Early voting is held in the DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections O�ce 
at 201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL 34266.

VOTE EARLY

MARK NEGLEY

Presidential Preference Primary:
March 2nd - 14th

You must vote in your assigned precinct on Election Day. See the dates above if you have not voted early or by mail. Please change 
your address by calling the Elections O�ce before visiting your polling location at 863-993-4871. *Polls will be open from 7 AM - 7 PM 
on Election Day. Find your precinct online at www.votedesoto.com.

VOTE ELECTION DAY

Early Voting Hours:
8 AM - 4:30 PM Monday - Friday
7 AM - 3 PM Weekends

General Election: 
October 19th - 31st

Primary Election:
August 3rd - 15th

DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871

Change your address with the Elections O�ce prior to Election 
Day to avoid delays at the polls. It’s easy to change your 
address, just call us at 863-993-4871.

HAVE YOU MOVED?

BOOK CLOSING DATES:

Please remember that state law requires you to present a form of photo/signature identification, such as a Florida Driver License, when voting on Election Day.

Signature Updates can be made any time! 
A voter’s signature on file is used to verify Vote-By-Mail (Absentee) ballots and petitions for candidates or initiative issues. 
If you believe your signature has changed, please send us an updated voter registration application. Print, complete and mail 
us a completed voter registration application form to: PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 34265. Find the form at: www.votedesoto.com.

VOTE BY MAIL
 Voting by mail is easy! Call the 

Elections Office at 863.993.4871 or 
click the Vote-By-Mail button on our 
website (www.votedesoto.com) to 

request a Vote-By-Mail ballot. 

Vote-By-Mail ballots are NOT 
forwarded by the U.S. Postal Service. 

It is the voter’s responsibility to 
provide an accurate mailing address. 

Ballots can be mailed worldwide.

VOTE EARLY

 
 

Any registered and eligible voter 
in the county may vote early. Early 

voting is held in DeSoto County 
Supervisor of Elections Office at: 
201 E. Oak Street, Ste 104 

Arcadia, FL

MARCH 4TH - 16TH 
Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Weekends 7:00 am – 3:00 pm 

VOTE ELECTION DAY
 You must vote in your assigned 

precinct on Election Day. 
 

Please update your address by 
calling the Elections Office before 

visiting your polling location 
863.993.4871

MARCH 19TH 
Polls Open 7:00 am – 7:00 pm

THREE CHOICES FOR VOTING IN 
DESOTO COUNTY

Reclamation ecologists like Ashlee work to return
mined lands to productive use as wildlife habitats, 
public parks and more—so future generations 
can enjoy these lands for years to come.

With every
generation,
we get better at protecting 
our environment.
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201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871MARK NEGLEY
DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections

CHANGING YOUR POLITICAL PARTY?
Florida is a closed primary election state. Only voters who are registered 
members of political parties may vote for respective party candidates or 
nominees in a primary election, including a presidential preference primary 
election. In a general election, all registered voters receive the same ballot and 
may vote for any candidate or question on the ballot. If there are write-in 
candidates who have qualified for a particular office, a space will be left on the 
ballot where their name can be written.

20
February
Presidential 

Preference Primary

LOCAL OFFICES UP FOR 
ELECTION IN 2020:

Sheri�
Clerk of Court
Tax Collector
Supervisor of Elections 
Property Appraiser 
Superintendent of Schools

∙
∙
∙
∙
∙
∙

∙

∙

•

Board of County 
Commissioners 
Districts 1,3 & 5
School Board
Districts 2 & 4
Arcadia City Council - 2 Seats

Signature Updates can be made any time! A voter’s signature on 
file is used to verify Vote-By-Mail (absentee) ballots and petitions 
for candidates or initiative issues. If you believe your signature 
has changed, please send us an updated voter registration 
application. Print, complete and mail us a completed voter 
registration application form to PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 34265. 
Find the form at www.votedesoto.com.

HAS YOUR SIGNATURE CHANGED?

2020 ELECTION DATES:

17
March

Presidential 
Preference Primary

18
August

Primary Election

03
November
General Election

Voting by mail is easy! Call the Elections O�ce at 863-993-4871 or click the Vote-By-Mail button on our website 
(www.votedesoto.com) to request a Vote-By-Mail ballot. Vote-By-Mail ballots are NOT forwarded by the U.S. Postal Service. It is the 
voter’s responsibility to provide an accurate mailing address. Ballots can be mailed worldwide. 

VOTE BY MAIL

Any registered and eligible voter in the county may vote early. Early voting is held in the DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections O�ce 
at 201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL 34266.

VOTE EARLY

MARK NEGLEY

Presidential Preference Primary:
March 2nd - 14th

You must vote in your assigned precinct on Election Day. See the dates above if you have not voted early or by mail. Please change 
your address by calling the Elections O�ce before visiting your polling location at 863-993-4871. *Polls will be open from 7 AM - 7 PM 
on Election Day. Find your precinct online at www.votedesoto.com.

VOTE ELECTION DAY

Early Voting Hours:
8 AM - 4:30 PM Monday - Friday
7 AM - 3 PM Weekends

General Election: 
October 19th - 31st

Primary Election:
August 3rd - 15th

DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871

Change your address with the Elections O�ce prior to Election 
Day to avoid delays at the polls. It’s easy to change your 
address, just call us at 863-993-4871.

HAVE YOU MOVED?

BOOK CLOSING DATE:
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Presidential Preference Primary:
March 2nd - 14th

You must vote in your assigned precinct on Election Day. See the dates above if you have not voted early or by mail. Please change 
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Day to avoid delays at the polls. It’s easy to change your 
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HAVE YOU MOVED?

BOOK CLOSING DATE:

¿NECESITAS CAMBIAR TU PARTIDO POLÍTICO? 
Florida es un estado de elecciones primarias cerradas. Solo los votantes quienes son 

miembros registrados de los partidos políticos pueden votar por candidatos 
o de su partido en una elección primaria, incluso a la elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial. En una elección general, todos los votantes registrados reciben la misma 

votación y pueden votar por cualquier candidato o pregunta en la votación. Si hay 
candidatos “write-in” que tienen calificaciones para una oficina particular, se va a dejar un 

espacio en la votación donde los votantes se pueden escribir su nombre.

20
febrero

Elección primaria de 
preferencia 
presidencial

PUESTOS LOCALES PARA LAS 
ELECCIONES EN EL 2020:

Sheri�
Secretario del juzgado
Recaudador de impuestos
Supervisor de elecciones
Valuador de propiedad
Superintendente escolar

∙
∙
∙
∙
∙
∙

∙

∙
•

Junta de comisionados 
del condado, 
Distritos 1, 3, y 5 
Junta escolar, Distritos 1 y 4 
Consejo municipal de Arcadia 
– 2 asientos

¡Las actualizaciones de firma se puede hacer en cualquier 
momento! Una signatura del votante en archivo se usa para 
verificar las votaciones Votar-por-correo (“Vote-by-Mail”/ausentes) 
y solicitudes de los candidatos o los problemas de las iniciativas. Si 
crees que ha cambiado tu signatura, favor de mandarnos una 
aplicación de votante actualizada. Imprima, completa, y mándanos 
una aplicación de votante actualizada a PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 
34265. Encuentra la forma en www.votedesoto.com. 

¿HA CAMBIADO TU FIRMA?

FECHAS ELECTORALES DEL 2020: 

17
marzo

elección primaria de 
preferencia 
presidencial

18
agosto

elecciones primarias

03
noviembre

elecciones generales

¡Votar por correo es fácil! Llama a la Oficina de las elecciones al 863.993.4871 o haz clic en el botón Vote-By-Mail en nuestro sitio web 
(www.votedesoto.com) para pedir una votación Vote-By-Mail. Las votaciones Vote-By-Mail NO se remitan el Servicio Postal EE.UU. Los 
votantes tienen el deber de proveer una dirección de correo preciso. Se puede mandar las votaciones mundialmente.

VOTO POR CORREO (“VOTE-BY-MAIL”)

Cualquier votante registrado y elegible en el condado puede votar temprano. Voto temprano se lleva a cabo en la Oficina del 
Supervisor de Elecciones del Condado DeSoto en 201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL 34266. 

VOTO TEMPRANO

MARK NEGLEY

Elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial: 2-14 de marzo

Hay que votar en tu distrito asignado el Día de las elecciones. Ve las fechas de arriba si no has votado temprano o por correo. Favor de 
cambiar tu dirección por llamar a la Oficina de las elecciones antes de visitar tu centro electoral al 863.993.4871. *Los centros 
electorales estarán abiertos de 7AM – 7PM el Día de las elecciones. Encuentra tu distrito electoral en línea en: www.votedesoto.com

VOTO EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES

Horario de voto temprano:
8AM – 4:30 PM lunes – viernes
7AM – 3 PM los fines de semana

Elección general: 
19 -31 de octubre

Elección primaria:
3-15 de agosto

DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871

Cambia tu dirección con la Oficina de las elecciones antes del 
Día de las elecciones para evitar los retrasos en las elecciones. 
Es fácil cambiar tu dirección, solo llámanos al 863.993.4871. 

¿TE HAS MUDADO? 

FECHAS DE CERRAR DE LIBROS:
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MARK NEGLEY

Elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial: 2-14 de marzo
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Día de las elecciones para evitar los retrasos en las elecciones. 
Es fácil cambiar tu dirección, solo llámanos al 863.993.4871. 

¿TE HAS MUDADO? 

FECHAS DE CERRAR DE LIBROS:

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE
PRIMARY ELECTION

SAMPLE BALLOT

PRIMARIA DE PREFERENCIA 
PRESIDENCIAL BOLETA DE 

MUESTRA PARA LAS ELECCIONES

EARLY VOTING
OPEN THROUGH:

MARCH 16TH

Monday - Friday • 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM | Weekends • 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Any registered and eligible voter in the county may vote early.
Early voting is held in DeSoto County

Supervisor of Elections O�  ce at:
201 E. Oak Street, Ste 104 • Arcadia FL.

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE ELECTION DAY:

MARCH 19TH

To vote on Election Day, visit your designated precinct location.

PRECINCT 01 • South County Annex
8789 SW CR 761 • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 02 • Owens Community Center/School
5586 Owens School St SW • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 03 • Pine Level United Methodist Church
9596 NW Pine Level St • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 05 • The House of God Church
200 S Alabama Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 06 • The House of God Church
200 S Alabama Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 07 • Family Service Center Annex
310 W Whidden St • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 08 • Oak Hill Baptist Church
5104 NW Oak Hill Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 09 • Bethel Assembly of God
7538 NE Cubitis Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 10 • Iglesia Cristana Patco De Fe Church
1218 SE Hillsborough Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 11 • Trinity United Methodist Church

304 W Oak St • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 13 • First Baptist Church of Nocatee
4610 SW Hwy 17 • Nocatee, FL 34268

PRECINCT 14 • Ft. Ogden Community Church
6923 SW River St • Ft. Ogden, FL 34266

PRECINCT 15 • First Baptist Chur Christ. Life Ctr
1006 N HWY 17 • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 16 • McSwain Building
16 S Volusia Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 17 • First Baptist Chur Christ. Life Ctr
1006 N Brevard Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT LOCATIONS

VOTING PRECINCTS ARE ONLY 
OPEN ON ELECTION DAY,

MARCH 19TH
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201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871MARK NEGLEY
DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections

CHANGING YOUR POLITICAL PARTY?
Florida is a closed primary election state. Only voters who are registered 
members of political parties may vote for respective party candidates or 
nominees in a primary election, including a presidential preference primary 
election. In a general election, all registered voters receive the same ballot and 
may vote for any candidate or question on the ballot. If there are write-in 
candidates who have qualified for a particular office, a space will be left on the 
ballot where their name can be written.

20
February
Presidential 

Preference Primary

LOCAL OFFICES UP FOR 
ELECTION IN 2020:

Sheri�
Clerk of Court
Tax Collector
Supervisor of Elections 
Property Appraiser 
Superintendent of Schools

∙
∙
∙
∙
∙
∙

∙

∙

•

Board of County 
Commissioners 
Districts 1,3 & 5
School Board
Districts 2 & 4
Arcadia City Council - 2 Seats

Signature Updates can be made any time! A voter’s signature on 
file is used to verify Vote-By-Mail (absentee) ballots and petitions 
for candidates or initiative issues. If you believe your signature 
has changed, please send us an updated voter registration 
application. Print, complete and mail us a completed voter 
registration application form to PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 34265. 
Find the form at www.votedesoto.com.

HAS YOUR SIGNATURE CHANGED?

2020 ELECTION DATES:

17
March

Presidential 
Preference Primary

18
August

Primary Election

03
November
General Election

Voting by mail is easy! Call the Elections O�ce at 863-993-4871 or click the Vote-By-Mail button on our website 
(www.votedesoto.com) to request a Vote-By-Mail ballot. Vote-By-Mail ballots are NOT forwarded by the U.S. Postal Service. It is the 
voter’s responsibility to provide an accurate mailing address. Ballots can be mailed worldwide. 

VOTE BY MAIL

Any registered and eligible voter in the county may vote early. Early voting is held in the DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections O�ce 
at 201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL 34266.

VOTE EARLY

MARK NEGLEY

Presidential Preference Primary:
March 2nd - 14th

You must vote in your assigned precinct on Election Day. See the dates above if you have not voted early or by mail. Please change 
your address by calling the Elections O�ce before visiting your polling location at 863-993-4871. *Polls will be open from 7 AM - 7 PM 
on Election Day. Find your precinct online at www.votedesoto.com.

VOTE ELECTION DAY

Early Voting Hours:
8 AM - 4:30 PM Monday - Friday
7 AM - 3 PM Weekends

General Election: 
October 19th - 31st

Primary Election:
August 3rd - 15th

DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871

Change your address with the Elections O�ce prior to Election 
Day to avoid delays at the polls. It’s easy to change your 
address, just call us at 863-993-4871.

HAVE YOU MOVED?

BOOK CLOSING DATE:
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¿NECESITAS CAMBIAR TU PARTIDO POLÍTICO? 
Florida es un estado de elecciones primarias cerradas. Solo los votantes quienes son 

miembros registrados de los partidos políticos pueden votar por candidatos 
o de su partido en una elección primaria, incluso a la elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial. En una elección general, todos los votantes registrados reciben la misma 

votación y pueden votar por cualquier candidato o pregunta en la votación. Si hay 
candidatos “write-in” que tienen calificaciones para una oficina particular, se va a dejar un 

espacio en la votación donde los votantes se pueden escribir su nombre.

20
febrero

Elección primaria de 
preferencia 
presidencial

PUESTOS LOCALES PARA LAS 
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– 2 asientos

¡Las actualizaciones de firma se puede hacer en cualquier 
momento! Una signatura del votante en archivo se usa para 
verificar las votaciones Votar-por-correo (“Vote-by-Mail”/ausentes) 
y solicitudes de los candidatos o los problemas de las iniciativas. Si 
crees que ha cambiado tu signatura, favor de mandarnos una 
aplicación de votante actualizada. Imprima, completa, y mándanos 
una aplicación de votante actualizada a PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 
34265. Encuentra la forma en www.votedesoto.com. 

¿HA CAMBIADO TU FIRMA?

FECHAS ELECTORALES DEL 2020: 

17
marzo

elección primaria de 
preferencia 
presidencial

18
agosto

elecciones primarias

03
noviembre

elecciones generales

¡Votar por correo es fácil! Llama a la Oficina de las elecciones al 863.993.4871 o haz clic en el botón Vote-By-Mail en nuestro sitio web 
(www.votedesoto.com) para pedir una votación Vote-By-Mail. Las votaciones Vote-By-Mail NO se remitan el Servicio Postal EE.UU. Los 
votantes tienen el deber de proveer una dirección de correo preciso. Se puede mandar las votaciones mundialmente.

VOTO POR CORREO (“VOTE-BY-MAIL”)

Cualquier votante registrado y elegible en el condado puede votar temprano. Voto temprano se lleva a cabo en la Oficina del 
Supervisor de Elecciones del Condado DeSoto en 201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL 34266. 

VOTO TEMPRANO

MARK NEGLEY

Elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial: 2-14 de marzo

Hay que votar en tu distrito asignado el Día de las elecciones. Ve las fechas de arriba si no has votado temprano o por correo. Favor de 
cambiar tu dirección por llamar a la Oficina de las elecciones antes de visitar tu centro electoral al 863.993.4871. *Los centros 
electorales estarán abiertos de 7AM – 7PM el Día de las elecciones. Encuentra tu distrito electoral en línea en: www.votedesoto.com

VOTO EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES

Horario de voto temprano:
8AM – 4:30 PM lunes – viernes
7AM – 3 PM los fines de semana

Elección general: 
19 -31 de octubre

Elección primaria:
3-15 de agosto

DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871

Cambia tu dirección con la Oficina de las elecciones antes del 
Día de las elecciones para evitar los retrasos en las elecciones. 
Es fácil cambiar tu dirección, solo llámanos al 863.993.4871. 

¿TE HAS MUDADO? 

FECHAS DE CERRAR DE LIBROS:

¿NECESITAS CAMBIAR TU PARTIDO POLÍTICO? 
Florida es un estado de elecciones primarias cerradas. Solo los votantes quienes son 

miembros registrados de los partidos políticos pueden votar por candidatos 
o de su partido en una elección primaria, incluso a la elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial. En una elección general, todos los votantes registrados reciben la misma 

votación y pueden votar por cualquier candidato o pregunta en la votación. Si hay 
candidatos “write-in” que tienen calificaciones para una oficina particular, se va a dejar un 

espacio en la votación donde los votantes se pueden escribir su nombre.

20
febrero

Elección primaria de 
preferencia 
presidencial

PUESTOS LOCALES PARA LAS 
ELECCIONES EN EL 2020:

Sheri�
Secretario del juzgado
Recaudador de impuestos
Supervisor de elecciones
Valuador de propiedad
Superintendente escolar

∙
∙
∙
∙
∙
∙

∙

∙
•

Junta de comisionados 
del condado, 
Distritos 1, 3, y 5 
Junta escolar, Distritos 1 y 4 
Consejo municipal de Arcadia 
– 2 asientos

¡Las actualizaciones de firma se puede hacer en cualquier 
momento! Una signatura del votante en archivo se usa para 
verificar las votaciones Votar-por-correo (“Vote-by-Mail”/ausentes) 
y solicitudes de los candidatos o los problemas de las iniciativas. Si 
crees que ha cambiado tu signatura, favor de mandarnos una 
aplicación de votante actualizada. Imprima, completa, y mándanos 
una aplicación de votante actualizada a PO Box 89, Arcadia, FL 
34265. Encuentra la forma en www.votedesoto.com. 

¿HA CAMBIADO TU FIRMA?

FECHAS ELECTORALES DEL 2020: 

17
marzo

elección primaria de 
preferencia 
presidencial

18
agosto

elecciones primarias

03
noviembre

elecciones generales

¡Votar por correo es fácil! Llama a la Oficina de las elecciones al 863.993.4871 o haz clic en el botón Vote-By-Mail en nuestro sitio web 
(www.votedesoto.com) para pedir una votación Vote-By-Mail. Las votaciones Vote-By-Mail NO se remitan el Servicio Postal EE.UU. Los 
votantes tienen el deber de proveer una dirección de correo preciso. Se puede mandar las votaciones mundialmente.

VOTO POR CORREO (“VOTE-BY-MAIL”)

Cualquier votante registrado y elegible en el condado puede votar temprano. Voto temprano se lleva a cabo en la Oficina del 
Supervisor de Elecciones del Condado DeSoto en 201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL 34266. 

VOTO TEMPRANO

MARK NEGLEY

Elección primaria de preferencia 
presidencial: 2-14 de marzo

Hay que votar en tu distrito asignado el Día de las elecciones. Ve las fechas de arriba si no has votado temprano o por correo. Favor de 
cambiar tu dirección por llamar a la Oficina de las elecciones antes de visitar tu centro electoral al 863.993.4871. *Los centros 
electorales estarán abiertos de 7AM – 7PM el Día de las elecciones. Encuentra tu distrito electoral en línea en: www.votedesoto.com

VOTO EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES

Horario de voto temprano:
8AM – 4:30 PM lunes – viernes
7AM – 3 PM los fines de semana

Elección general: 
19 -31 de octubre

Elección primaria:
3-15 de agosto

DeSoto County Supervisor of Elections201 E. Oak Street, Suite 104, Arcadia, FL, 34266

863-993-4871

Cambia tu dirección con la Oficina de las elecciones antes del 
Día de las elecciones para evitar los retrasos en las elecciones. 
Es fácil cambiar tu dirección, solo llámanos al 863.993.4871. 

¿TE HAS MUDADO? 

FECHAS DE CERRAR DE LIBROS:

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE
PRIMARY ELECTION

SAMPLE BALLOT

PRIMARIA DE PREFERENCIA 
PRESIDENCIAL BOLETA DE 

MUESTRA PARA LAS ELECCIONES

EARLY VOTING
OPEN THROUGH:

MARCH 16TH

Monday - Friday • 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM | Weekends • 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Any registered and eligible voter in the county may vote early.
Early voting is held in DeSoto County

Supervisor of Elections O�  ce at:
201 E. Oak Street, Ste 104 • Arcadia FL.

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE ELECTION DAY:

MARCH 19TH

To vote on Election Day, visit your designated precinct location.

PRECINCT 01 • South County Annex
8789 SW CR 761 • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 02 • Owens Community Center/School
5586 Owens School St SW • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 03 • Pine Level United Methodist Church
9596 NW Pine Level St • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 05 • The House of God Church
200 S Alabama Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 06 • The House of God Church
200 S Alabama Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 07 • Family Service Center Annex
310 W Whidden St • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 08 • Oak Hill Baptist Church
5104 NW Oak Hill Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 09 • Bethel Assembly of God
7538 NE Cubitis Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 10 • Iglesia Cristana Patco De Fe Church
1218 SE Hillsborough Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 11 • Trinity United Methodist Church

304 W Oak St • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 13 • First Baptist Church of Nocatee
4610 SW Hwy 17 • Nocatee, FL 34268

PRECINCT 14 • Ft. Ogden Community Church
6923 SW River St • Ft. Ogden, FL 34266

PRECINCT 15 • First Baptist Chur Christ. Life Ctr
1006 N HWY 17 • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 16 • McSwain Building
16 S Volusia Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT 17 • First Baptist Chur Christ. Life Ctr
1006 N Brevard Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

PRECINCT LOCATIONS

VOTING PRECINCTS ARE ONLY 
OPEN ON ELECTION DAY,

MARCH 19TH
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CUSTOM HOMES
STARTING AT $269,000!

NOW TAKING ON 
CUSTOM HOMES!

IF YOU HAVE THE LAND 
OR ARE THINKING OF 
PURCHASING LAND... 

LET US HELP YOU
GET YOUR DREAM 

HOME BUILT! 

JEWELCONTRACTINGINC.COM
CALL ROGER AT: 863-990-5921
OR AJ AT: 863-633-8345

11855 SE South Hog Bay Ave • Arcadia, FL 34266

Been a Realtor for 
46 years in Arcadia

Mary E. Dow BROKER/OWNER

863.494.6062
marymarydow@gmail.com

DOW Realty Inc.

www.rmzhomez.com

Oralia Ramirez, BROKER

863.494.2702
oraliaramirez@gmail.com

www.gulflandrealestate.com

Gulfland Real Estate

National Marketing,
Local Expertise®

FOR YOUR Lifestyle Property

Mac Martin, ALC, GRI, BA 
BROKER/OWNER

863.494.2100
landpanther@gmail.com

2019 Florida Land Realtor

223 E Oak St. Arcadia, FL 34266

Jean Vitali REALTOR®

Cell: 863-990-5106 
Office: 863-494-6181

jean1711@gmail.com

Dan 
Collins, 
Broker
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SONYa McDaNIEL

Sonya McDaniel, 84, died peacefully at 
her home on the Anchor Bar Ranch, Fort 
Ogden, Fl, surrounded by her loving family. 
She was born December 3, 1939 and lived 
in N. Fort Myers, Florida until moving to 
Fort Ogden, Florida in 1990 Sonya was 
preceded in death by her loving mother 
Vila M Curry and father Ford Curry.

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
She is survived by her high school 

sweetheart and husband of 67 years, 
Johnny Barton McDaniel, Son, Johnny 
Ford McDaniel (Rozan) from Cleveland, 
TN, Grandson, Jared Barton McDaniel 
(Hillary), Great Grandchildren, Stevie 
Rose McDaniel, Vilah Nicole McDaniel, 
Asa Barton McDaniel, Grandson, U.S. 
Army Captain Joshua Logan McDaniel 
(Erin), Great Grandchildren, George Lee 
McDaniel, Molly Katherine McDaniel

Daughter, Tamre Arlene McDaniel, Fort 
Ogden, FL Granddaughter, Ashley ReVae 
Godwin Walker (Nick), Sister, Sandra 
Curry Nolen (John)from Leoma, TN, 
Nephew, Lane Curry Nolen, and a host of 
relatives and friends. Loved by all!

Sonya was an accomplished 
horsewoman. Raised on a horse, 
cow hunting with her, grandfather/
grandmother, Seth & Sarah Daniels 
(deceased), father and mother, Ford & Vila

While I Breathe I Hope

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, 
As it is in heaven.

Give us this day,
our daily bread.
And forgive us  
our trespasses,

As we forgive them that  
trespass against us. 

And lead us not  
into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen.

Thank you, DeSoto County, for continuing to be an innovation leader 
in the Sunshine State! The FPL Prairie Creek Solar Energy Center is

now using Arcadia’s sunshine to deliver reliable energy at the lowest 
possible cost for the community.

Learn more about solar energy at FPL.com/Solar

Curry, (deceased). They ran a cattle 
ranch on the 40,000 acres of natural 
Florida land, now known as Cape Coral, 
Florida. 

Sonya became a jockey, beginning 
at the age of 5. Riding numerous racing 
Quarter horses in match races. Bettors 
would always bet on the little Blonde Girl! 
She also jockeyed in the FLQHA Futurity! 
A successful Barrel Horse trainer. She 
was a many time Champion Barrel 
Racer, having won several Barrel Races 
in the Southeastern U.S., Including the 
Arcadia All Florida Championship Rodeo 
1969. She was the Arcadia All-Florida 
Championship Rodeo Queen at the age of 
6, and The Ft. Myers Lee County Sheriff’s 
Posse Rodeo Queen in 1960. In 1969, 
Sonya was the founder and inaugural 
president of the Florida Barrel Racing 
Assn, she graduated from Fort Myers 
High School, Class of 1957, where she 

was the Head Majorette and Drum Major. 
Sonya retired from North Ft. Myers 

High School after 20 years of service 
as secretary for School Counseling and 
Athletics.

Sonya was a member of Grace Family 
Church. Her love for God and people was 
evident in her daily life.

A private family gathering will be held.
In lieu of flowers, thank you for 

sending support or donations to, Empath 
Tidewell Hospice, as they have provided 
professional support, and comforting 
care with love and kindness!

Online condolences can be made at 
www.pongerkaysgrady.com

Ponger-Kays-Grady Funeral 
homes have been entrusted with the 
arrangements.    
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allen, Jac’ques randell Lamar:  
Homicide - Murder First Degree 
Premeditated, Aggrav Battery - 
Person Uses A Deadly Weapon

Bailey, Dylan Michael:  
Aggrav Battery - Cause Bodily 
Harm Or Disability

Bailey Jr, robert Edwin:  
Battery - Touch Or Strike

Baker, awanda Teresa:  
Nonmoving Traffic Viol - Drive 
While Lic Susp 1St Off

Diego-Salgado, Juan antonio:  
Nonmoving Traffic Viol - Operate 
Motor Vehicle Wo Valid License, 
Out Of County Warrant

Garcia, corey Nicho:  
Drug Equip-Possess - And Or Use

harris, Byron Jamal:  
Failure To Appear - Written 
Promise To Appear (X4)

Jackson, chonteria Sharde:  
Larc - Petit Theft 2Nd Degree 1St 
Offense

Machado-ramirez, Yunior:  
Drugs-Possess - Cntrl Sub Wo 
Prescription (X2), Drug Equip-
Possess - And Or Use, Veh Theft 
- Grand Theft Of Motor Vehicle, 
Pass Counterfeited-Traffice Poss 5 
To 14 Credit Cards

Marrero, Dominick Paul:  
Traffic Offense - Dui Alcohol Or 
Drugs, Nonmoving Traffic Viol - 
Drive While Lic Susp 1St Off

Martinez, Tricia:  
Cocaine-Traffic - 28 Grams Less 
Than 150 Kg Cocaine Or Mixture, 
Weapon Offense - Commit 1St 
Degree Felony W Weapon, 
Smuggle Contraband Into Prison 
- Control Subs Defined Provisions 
Of S.893.02(4)

Molina-Lopez, cirilo:  
Trespassing - Fail To Leave 
Property Upon Order By Owner

Morales, Deedra Lee:  
Larc - Petit Theft 2Nd Degree 1St 
Offense

ARREST REPORT:  11/15/20 - 11/20/20
DESOTO COUNTY
S H E R I F F ’ S  O F F I C E

3/1/24 - 3/7/24

Information on this report is provided 
for informational purposes only from 
the public Inmate Records of the 
DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office.  While 
every effort is made to ensure that the 
posted information is accurate, it may 
contain factual or other errors. Arrest 
information may not reflect the current 
information.  An arrest does not mean 
that the individual has been convicted 
of a crime.  The information on this 
report should not be relied upon for any 
type of legal action.  Unauthorized or 
illegal use of the information is strictly 
prohibited.

Morr, Krystal Joann:  
Contrib Delinq Minor - Or 
Dependency Of

Morris, Jeffery Earl:  
Nonmoving Traffic Viol - Fail To 
Register Motor Veh

Murphy, Justin Lelon:  
Drugs-Possess - Cntrl Sub Wo 
Prescription, Drug Equip-Possess 
- And Or Use (X2)

Quib-Ical, Jamie Florencio:  
Traffic Offense - Dui And Damage 
Property, Nonmoving Traffic Viol - 
Operate Motor Vehicle Wo Valid 
License

ramos hernandez, Jose:  
Trespassing - Fail To Leave 
Property Upon Order By Owner

rollman ritchie, Kathleen 
Florence:  
Traffic Offense - Dui Alcohol Or 
Drugs, Traffic Offense - Refuse To 
Submit Dui Test After Lic Susp

rutherford, Treasure Lynn:  
Marijuana-Possess - Possess 
Marijuana Over 20 Grams, Drug 
Equip-Possess - And Or Use

rydzinski, Melissa Marie:  
Out Of County Warrant

Torres, Samuel:  
Disorderly Intox - Disorder Intox 
Public Place Cause Disturbance, 
Prob Violation

Williams, ashley Nichole:  
Drugs-Possess - Cntrl Sub Wo 
Prescription, Drug Equip-Possess 
- And Or Use, Aggrav Battery - 
Person Uses A Deadly Weapon, 
Cocaine-Possess - Possess 
Cocaine

SHERIFF POTTER
DeSoto County Sheriff

As spring break approaches, 
excitement fills the air for many 
individuals eager to embark on 
adventures and create lasting memories. 
However, amidst the thrill of planning, 
it’s crucial not to overlook the 
importance of safety. As Sheriff, I want 
to ensure your spring break is not only 
enjoyable but also safe and responsible. 
Here are the top 10 safety tips to keep 
in mind:

1. Plan Ahead: Before setting off on 
your spring break journey, take 
the time to plan your trip carefully. 
Research your destination, 
familiarize yourself with local laws 
and customs, and make sure you 
have all necessary documents and 
emergency contacts handy.

2. Travel in Groups: Whether you’re 
staying local or exploring a new city, 
always travel with a group of trusted 
friends. There’s safety in numbers, 
and sticking together can help deter 
potential dangers.

3. Stay Aware of Your Surroundings: 
Always pay attention to your 
surroundings, whether it’s while 
you’re driving on the roads, or 
walking in an unfamiliar area. Be 
mindful of any suspicious individuals 
or situations, and trust your instincts 
if something feels off.

4. Limit Alcohol Consumption: While 
it’s tempting to indulge in alcoholic 
beverages during spring break 
festivities, excessive drinking can 
impair judgment and increase the 
risk of accidents or dangerous 
situations. We encourage you to 
drink responsibly and know your 
limits.

5. Designate a Sober Driver: If you’re 
planning to drink alcohol, designate 
a sober driver or utilize alternative 
transportation options such as 
rideshare services or public transit. 
NEVER drink and drive.

6. Protect Your Skin: If you’ll be 
spending time outdoors, don’t forget 
to protect your skin from the sun’s 
harmful UV rays. Wear sunscreen with 
a high SPF, reapply frequently, and 
seek shade during peak sun hours.

NEWSFROM THE
DESK OFS

NEWSFROM THE
DESK OF

7. Swim Safely: If you’ll be swimming 
or participating in water activities, 
prioritize safety. Swim in designated 
areas supervised by lifeguards, never 
swim alone, and be mindful of unsafe 
waters and other potential hazards.

8. Secure Your Belongings: Keep your 
belongings secure at all times to 
prevent theft. Avoid carrying large 
amounts of cash or valuables, use 
hotel safes when available, and be 
cautious when using ATMs or making 
purchases.

9. Stay Connected: Keep in touch 
with friends and family back home 
throughout your trip. Share your 
itinerary and check in regularly to let 
them know you’re safe.

10. Trust Your Instincts: Above all, trust 
your instincts and prioritize your 
personal safety. If something doesn’t 
feel right, remove yourself from the 
situation and seek help if necessary.

By following these top 10 safety tips, 
you can enjoy a spring break filled with 
fun, adventure and peace of mind. 
Remember, safety is key, so make 
responsible choices and look out for 
yourself and those around you. Wishing 
you a safe and memorable spring break.

Be Kind, Be Safe, God Bless.
Sheriff James Potter

SHERIFF POTTER’S
SPRING BREAK SAFETY GUIDE
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COUNCIL 
FROM PAGE 2 angle-double-right

Center Rehabilitation Grant Agreement 
of $500,000.00. It includes masonry 
and structural repairs; Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance 
upgrades to exterior steps, railings, 
ramps, and restrooms; upgrades to 
plumbing, heating, ventilation, and 
air-conditioning (HVAC), and electrical 
systems; replacement of roof, carpet, 
and ceiling tiles; interior and exterior 
painting; fire alarm system installation; 
plus professional architectural/
engineering services.

Under DHR guidelines, the City 
is not allowed to begin on the Speer 
Center project until the Historic City 
Hall Grant from DHR is completed on 
Dec. 31, 2024. However, Carsten and 
Case found a way to move forward. 
The Council executed the agreement 
with DHR, but DHR will not sign the 
agreement until the Historic City Hall 
project is accomplished; the City will 
hire an architect to finalize the design 
and construction documents, procure 
contractor services for—and begin—
construction; DHR will not reimburse the 
City for the work on the Speer Center 
until the Historic City Hall project is 
finished; once DHR executes the Speer 
Center agreement, then the City may 
request reimbursement for the work.

Stewart noted that the YMCA has 
pledged funds—plus a grant received from 
the Dept. of Education—for the Speer 
Center. According to the agenda summary, 
“The significance of this project and the 
future positive impacts to our community 
through the partnership and investment of 
the YMCA outweigh the risk.”

Funded with a Historic Preservation 
Planning Grant, Stevenson Architects 
prepared design plans necessary for 
the City to apply for the $500.000.00 
Historic Preservation Grant, and the 
Council approved and executed the 
Architectural Engineering Services 
agreement for $71,735.00 with MLD 
Architects for the Speer Center 
Rehabilitation project to provide a 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
(m/e/p) conditions assessment; modify 
the M/E/P design documents “to 
coordinate with proposed floor plan 
changes requested by the City/YMCA; 
structural investigation for mitigation/
stabilization efforts; design; construction 

documents; bidding and construction 
administration.”

In other business, the Council also 
adopted Resolution 2024-02 authorizing 
the City Administrator to complete the 
applications and execute the Florida 
Dept. of Emergency Management 
Projects Historic City Hall Hardening 
and Police Annex Generator. The City 
Hall project will include “hurricane-
rated windows and doors purchase 
and installation that will include labor, 
equipment and supervision; dry-rot 
frame, sill, and jamb repair as needed; 
preparation and painting the windows, 
sill, jamb, and exterior caulking; 
existing tile roof removal, wood decking, 
underlayment, and reinstallation of 
historic tile as needed.” The Police Annex 
Generator will include “purchasing, 
permitting, delivering, and installing 
a new diesel generator for the Police 
Department Annex building.” 

PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Bob Heine, Jr., and the Council 

proclaimed March as “Problem Gambling 
Awareness” month to educate . . . about 
gambling’s adverse effects and available 
treatments.” The Florida Council on 
Compulsive Gambling makes accessible 
to everyone,“free referrals to problem 
gambling resources, including licensed 
providers, self-help groups, online 
programs, financial and legal assistance” 
through the 888-ADMIT-IT HelpLine.

Allen Reesor reported on Team 
Arcadia’s activities in the McSwain 
Cultural Arts and Learning Center, 16 
S. Volusia Ave.: two concerts a month, 
limited to 50 seats each, are planned: 
Best of Broadway on March 22 and Elvis 
Tribute on April 5. He said that the Friday 
Farmers Market is becoming successful. 
He asked for lighting for the parking lot, 
signs to mark McSwain Park, and that 
the gates be unlocked.

On the consent agenda, the Council 
approved two special event permits:

Heartland Fireworks for a tent sale 
from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on June 28 
through July 5, 2024, and on Dec. 19, 
2024, through Jan. 1, 2025, at 1306 E. 
Oak St.; and the Arcadia Rodeo Assoc. 
and 5-Start Youth of America, for the 
Arcadia Rodeo Parade at 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. on Mar. 9, starting at Orange Ave., 
and moving east on Oak St. to the 
intersection of  Volusia Ave.

Mayor Bob Heine, Jr., presented a certificate of grateful recognition to Fonda Doane and Rick Warner for 
their donation to the Arcadia Municipal Airport of four radio controlled (RC) airplanes and a Piper Cub 
Wind-T that are on display in the terminal building.

The Council approved the Selection Committee 
Recommendation to award the Request For 
Proposal (RFP) 2023-02 Classification and 
Compensation Study to—and authorize staff 
to negotiate the contract with—RSC Insurance 
Brokerage doing business as (d/b/a) Risk 
Strategies Company of Palm Beach Gardens 
as first, and Cody & Associates, Inc., of Cocoa 
Beach, as second choice. Risk Strategies Senior 
Consultant Janet Bodner spoke at the meeting.

Terry Stewart introduced Sharla Booth, the 
City’s new grants manager, who is working 

with 47 different projects. He said, “We’re so 
happy to have her on our team.”

COMMENTS FROM 
DEPARTMENTS

Marshal Quinn Jones reported traffic 
enforcement from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
on Mar. 1: 22 total citations, including 
one criminal citation for 40 mph more 
than posted speed. On Feb. 23, a traffic 
stop for unlawful speed turned into an 
arrest of two individuals for trafficking 
in MDMA (a mixture of cocaine and 
methamphetamine) with a street value of 
$25,000.00. On Feb. 27, assistance was 
given to the Sheriff’s office in capturing 
a juvenile with a firearm.

Airport Director Shelley Peacock 
reported 57 aircraft—including a historic 
Waco biplane—visited for Taco Tuesday, 
and some pilots are flying in to camp for 
the Arcadia Rodeo. Construction of the 

shade hangars will begin next week, and 
the last pancake breakfast of the season 
will be Mar. 23.

In the absence of Director Jeff 
Gibson, Anne Applegate gave the report 
for the Arcadia Golf Course. She said, 
“February’s numbers astonished me—
they broke six figures.” She attributed 
the increase in business to tournaments 
benefiting Toys for Tots and the 
American Legion.

For Al l  Your Water  Needs

Water Treatment Sales & Service
• Pumps • Tanks • Aerators • Salt Delivery

863-494-6548 Serving Desoto and 
Surrounding Counties

Newberry A Trusted Name in the Water Industry for Over 50 Years. 
Owned & Operated by a SWFWMD.  Licensed Water Well Contractor. License #2881

RATES STARTING AT
$185.00 PER MONTH

SSTTOORRAARARRAR GGAGAAGA EE UUNNIITTSS

AAVVAVAAVA AAVAVVAV IILLAALALLAL BBLLEE

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

RV/BOAT/OUTSIDE STORAGE
AND PRODUCT ADVERTISING

COWPENS, LLC

Amy Smith, Mgr. - 863-303-1406The
lov

ely

2242 SE HWY 70, ARCADIA, FL 34266 - BEHIND K & J’S
HOMEGROWN PRODUCE
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WE ARE THE BEST COMBINATION OF FFL 
DEALERS AND PRIVATE COLLECTORS AROUND!

All Federal, State , and local laws must be obeyed.
Guns, knives, accessories, ammo, parts, and so much more. Come 
ready to buy, sell, or trade. We have new, used, and antique items. 

And as always, FREE PARKING!
ADULT (17 and Over)

2-Day Admission

$1000
Saturday AND Sunday

Come and go as you please  on both days!

CHILDREN (16 and Under)
2-Day Admission

Free
ACTIVE Miliarty or LEO

2-Day Admission

Free
Veteran OR Retired LEO

2-Day Admission

$100 o� 

Tickets sold at the door, Cash or Check Only, limit 1 discount per person
WE HAVE TONS  OF GUNS AND AMMO  AVAILABLE!

MARCH 23RD & 24TH

SATURDAY 9AM-5PM   &  SUNDAY 9AM-3PM

BROOKSVILLE GUN SHOW
HERNANDO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

6436 BROAD STREET. (US HWY 41)

WE ARE THE BEST COMBINATION OF FFL 
DEALERS AND PRIVATE COLLECTORS AROUND!

All Federal, State , and local laws must be obeyed.
Guns, knives, accessories, ammo, parts, and so much more. Come 
ready to buy, sell, or trade. We have new, used, and antique items. 

And as always, FREE PARKING!
ADULT (17 and Over)

2-Day Admission

$1000
Saturday AND Sunday

Come and go as you please  on both days!

CHILDREN (16 and Under)
2-Day Admission

Free
ACTIVE Miliarty or LEO

2-Day Admission

Free
Veteran OR Retired LEO

2-Day Admission

$100 o� 

Tickets sold at the door, Cash or Check OnlyCash or Check Only, limit 1 discount per person, limit 1 discount per personCash or Check Only, limit 1 discount per personCash or Check OnlyCash or Check Only, limit 1 discount per personCash or Check Only
WE HAVE TONS  OF GUNS AND AMMO  AVAILABLE!

MARCH 23RD & 24TH

SATURDAY 9AM-5PM   &  SUNDAY 9AM-3PMSATURDAY 9AM-5PM   &  SUNDAY 9AM-3PM

BROOKSVILLE GUN SHOW
HERNANDO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

6436 BROAD STREET. (US HWY 41)6436 BROAD STREET. (US HWY 41)

PORT CHARLOTTE GUN SHOW
APRIL 13TH & 14TH

CHARLOTTE COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS
2333 EL JOBEAN RD. 

SAT 9AM-5PM   &  SUN 9AM-3PM

SARASOTA SHOW
MAY 4TH & 5TH

ROBARTS ARENA
3000 RINGLING BLVD.

SAT 9AM-5PM   &  SUN 9AM-3PM

BROOKSVILLE GUN SHOW
APRIL 27TH & 28TH

HERNANDO COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS
6436 BROAD ST. (US HWY 41)
SAT 9AM-5PM   &  SUN 9AM-3PM

PORT CHARLOTTE GUN SHOW
MAY 11TH & 12TH

CHARLOTTE COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS
2333 EL JOBEAN RD. 

SAT 9AM-5PM   &  SUN 9AM-3PM
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Arcadia, Xfinity is now in your area
Experience powerful and reliable internet today

  1-800-xfinity      xfinity.com      Visit a store today

Learn more about Xfinity, the home of the 10G Network, 
and our full suite of products at xfinity.com.

Restrictions apply. Offer ends 3/21/24. Not available in all areas. New Xfinity Internet residential customers only. Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing with bank account. Without 
enrollment, the monthly service charge automatically increases by $10 (or $5 if enrolling with credit or debit card information). The discount will appear on your bill within 45 days of enrolling in automatic payments 
and paperless billing. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are subsequently cancelled, the $10 monthly discount will be removed automatically. After 12 months, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, 
regular charges for internet service and WiFi equipment apply. Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Internet: Actual speeds vary and not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit 
www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Call for restrictions and complete details or visit xfinity.com. © 2024 Comcast. All rights reserved.

Xfinity Internet 
75 Mbps

$20 a month for 
12 months

with no annual contract. Requires paperless billing 
and autopay with stored bank account.

Equipment, taxes, and other charges 
extra and subject to change. See details below.

GOLF 
FROM PAGE 3 angle-double-right

Main Street Volunteers Chelsea Palmer, Linda Williams, and Mary Pete 
Martin prepared breakfast donated by the Oak Park Inn. Photograph 
courtesy of Carol Mahler.

Taking second place was the Harwood Aluminum Team—David Harwood, Daniel Harwood, Bobby Sherman and Aaron Cross. Photograph 
courtesy of Briana Harris.

Chris Rote, Lance McManaman, Jamie Eckels, and Tim Horvath were awarded 
third prize as Team Bob. Photograph courtesy of Briana Harris.

Golf Course Director Jeff 
Gibson loaned Alli Ryals 
a child-size golf bag full 
of child-size golf clubs, 

so she could play in the 
tournament with her dad J. 

Ryals. Photograph courtesy 
of Carol Mahler.

Golf Course Director Jeff 
Gibson instructed the golfers 
before the tournament began 
after Main Street Director 
Pam Ames welcomed and 
appreciated everyone. 
Photograph courtesy of Carol 
Mahler.
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Join the Mission to 
Keep Florida 
Communities 
Safe 

Walk-in interviews 
every Wednesday 9am-noon

Wellpath Recovery Solutions/Florida Civil Commitment Center

13619 Hwy 70 Arcadia, Florida 34266 (10.5 miles east of Walmart)

(863) 491-4800 To apply please visit Wellpathcare.com/careers/

WWee  hhaavvee  jjoobbss  aanndd  ccaarreeeerrss  iinn  sseeccuurriittyy  (($$2211)),,  nnuurrssiinngg  (($$2233--3388)),,  ddiirreecctt  
ccaarree  (($$1155--1166)),,  mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  tthheerraappiisstt,,  mmaaiinntteennaannccee,,  
ffoooodd  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd  mmoorree......

WWee  ffiinndd  tthhee  bbeesstt  ffiitt  ffoorr  aapppplliiccaannttss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  hhiissttoorryy,,  
aattttiittuuddee,,  eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  iinntteerreessttss..  NNeeww  eemmppllooyyeeeess  rreecceeiivvee  iinntteennssiivvee  
ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  OOTTJJ  ssuuppppoorrtt..

YYOOUU  hhaavvee  cchhooiicceess!!  WWee  ooffffeerr  DDaaiillyyPPaayy,,  rreegguullaarr  ppaayycchheecckkss,,  vvaarriioouuss  
hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  ppllaannss  ((hheeaalltthh,,  ddeennttaall,,  vviissiioonn)),,  440011KK,,  ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp  ffoorr  tthhee  
CCoorrrreeccttiioonnaall  AAccaaddeemmyy,,  ffuullll  ttiimmee  aanndd  PPRRNN,,  ssoommee  ssiiggnn  bboonnuusseess  aarree  uupp  
ttoo  $$22000000,,  aaiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonneedd  wwoorrkk  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  ttuuiittiioonn  rreeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt 
aanndd  mmoorree......

Florida Civil Commitment Center
13619 SE Hwy 70, Arcadia FL 34266  (863)491-4800

We provide evidence based
Forensic Treatment.
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DeSoto County Historical Society’s 20th Annual    

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
March 23, 2024

with the Arcadia American Legion 
sponsored Antique Tractor and 

Hit & Miss Engine Show—plus 
United We Roll Car Club Car Show

Turner Agri-Civic Center
2250 NE Roan St., Arcadia

In centennial commemoration of the Arcadia Tourist Camp

& BBQ
Pioneer Day

• Bodacious BBQ, Luscious Strawberry Shortcake, 
and Tasty Treats of All Kinds

• Classic Firetruck and Fire Hose Demonstration
• Florida Cracker Cow Camp & Whip Crackers
• Demonstrations of Old-Time Skills 
• Hands-On History Area, Fossil Dig, & Games
• Florida Authors and Artists
• Legendary Characters. Music, and More!

Parking $5.00 per vehicle. Like us on Facebook!
www.historicdesoto.org * 863-266-5774 * desotocountyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

James Mitchell “Acrefoot” Johnson (1850-1922)
Nearly seven feet tall & 250 lbs., “Acrefoot”
 was named for his size-14 shoe or for walking

 130 miles round-trip to deliver the mail 
from Fort Ogden to Fort Meade.


