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Members of the Caledonian Club of Florida West, 
New World Celts, St. Andrews Society of Sarasota, 
St. Davids Welsh Society, Suncoast British Car Club, 
and the Suncoast Scots attended the Memorial 
Day Ceremony held by the Arcadia Rotary Club to 
remember and honor the British cadets buried in Oak 
Ridge Cemetery. They also brought flower wreaths to 
decorate the grave site. 

	 Chairperson of the Arcadia Rotary Club’s 
Memorial Day Ceremony Committee, Paul Bennett 
Seusy organized the event held annually at 10:00 a.m. 
on Memorial Day by the Club since 1956. This year’s 
ceremony included raising the Union Jack and Royal 
Air Force (RAF) flags, invocation, keynote address, 
and a flyover by a PT-26 thanks to owner and pilot Ed 
Franco.
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BRITISH ISLES CLUBS
REMEMBER CADETS IN ARCADIA

CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

Both the Union Jack and the Royal Air Force (RAF) flag were raised to open the ceremony for the British cadets on Memorial Day in Oak 
Ridge Cemetery. Photograph courtesy of Michael Wolfe. 

“THE BRITISH PLOT” IN OAK RIDGE 
CEMETERY

	 In Jan. 1941, John Paul Riddle purchased land 
near Carlstrom Field, southeast of Arcadia, where he 
had completed his basic training during World War I. In 
March, he opened the Riddle Aeronautic Institute (RAI) 
to train British and U.S. cadets. “Both American and 
British cadets are keenly anticipating the Rodeo shows 
this weekend,” reported the July 3, 1941, “Arcadian.”

	 Later that month, having just arrived at RAI, 
British Cadet Charles F. Russell, died at Arcadia 
General Hospital “following a brief illnesses said to 
have been due to pneumonia”—later identified as 
meningitis—according to the July 24 issue of The 
Arcadian.” His death spurred the purchase of the first 
plots in Oak Ridge Cemetery. More gravesites were 
bought later to accommodate a total of 23 cadets who 
died of disease, drowning, in a car accident, or a flying 

RealtorShowcase
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mishaps—most during advanced training 
at Riddle Field in Clewiston.

As the guest speaker at the March 
19 meeting of the Arcadia Rotary Club, 
Roach talked about the legislative 
session, including a bill he sponsored 
for property insurance reform that 
would offer universal wind coverage 
to home owners that would be similar 
to the earthquake coverage available 
in California. He noted that property 
insurance rates have increased 103% in 
the past three years, and after Hurricane 
Ian in 2022, many companies will no 
longer insure Florida homeowners. 
Democrat Hillary Cassel from Dania 
Beach co-sponsored the bill, and it 
received one reading. He hopes it will 
be brought back to the legislature’s next 
session.

“Stopping the bad bills is more 
important than advancing the good 
bills,” he said, and one of those 
“bad bills” was term limits for county 
commissioners. He believes that such 
matters should be decided by local 
voters. He also reminded that the 
legislature’s primary function is to 
balance the budget, and he made sure 
that some appropriations for DeSoto 
County were included this year.

For more information about 
the event, contact the Chamber 
of Commerce at 863-494-4033 or 
chamber@desotochamberfl.com.

Pilot Ed Franco flew his PT-26 over Oak Ridge 
Cemetery during the Memorial Day Ceremony for 
the British cadets. Photograph courtesy of Bert 
Mitchell.

Members of the Suncoast British 
Car Club parked their distinctive 
vehicles together near the burial site 
of the British cadets who died while 
training to be pilots. Photograph 
courtesy of Michael Wolfe.

From left, Michael Ward of the New World Celts, Nat Bolin of the Suncoast 
Scots, Amy Ferrel of the St. Davids Welsh Society, and Ron Lee of the St. 
Andrews Society of Sarasota pose a moment with Rotarian Paul Seusy before 
the Memorial Day Ceremony commenced.

The keynote speaker for the Memorial Day Ceremony was John G. Clary, son of 
Reed R. Clary, who was a flight instructor at Riddle Field in Clewiston. John Clary 
shared recollections of his father and some of the British pilots whom he met 
later in life. Photograph courtesy of Michael Wolfe.

Chairperson of the Arcadia Rotary Club’s Memorial Day Ceremony Committee, 
Paul Bennett Seusy stands for a moment with Bill Dalgarno of the Caledonian 
Club of Florida West, who helped invite the British Isles clubs to the Memorial 
Day Ceremony.

The Rev. Ed. Horne, Pastor of Pine Level Church, gave the invocation at the 
Memorial Day Ceremony held by the Arcadia Rotary Club. Photograph courtesy 
of Michael Wolfe.

For Al l  Your Water  Needs

Water Treatment Sales & Service
• Pumps • Tanks • Aerators • Salt Delivery

863-494-6548 Serving Desoto and 
Surrounding Counties

Newberry A Trusted Name in the Water Industry for Over 50 Years. 
Owned & Operated by a SWFWMD.  Licensed Water Well Contractor. License #2881

RATES STARTING AT
$95.00 PER MONTH
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PLEASE CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

RV/BOAT/OUTSIDE STORAGE
AND PRODUCT ADVERTISING

COWPENS, LLC

Amy Smith, Mgr. - 863-303-1406The
lov

ely

2242 SE HWY 70, ARCADIA, FL 34266 - BEHIND K & J’S
HOMEGROWN PRODUCE

FIRST MONTH FREE!

mailto:chamber@desotochamberfl.com


 June 13, 2024  |   The Arcadia Community Local   |   Page 3 

WE ARE THE BEST COMBINATION OF FFL 
DEALERS AND PRIVATE COLLECTORS AROUND!

All Federal, State , and local laws must be obeyed.
Guns, knives, accessories, ammo, parts, and so much more. Come 
ready to buy, sell, or trade. We have new, used, and antique items. 

And as always, FREE PARKING!
ADULT (17 and Over)

2-Day Admission

$1000
Saturday AND Sunday

Come and go as you please  on both days!

CHILDREN (16 and Under)
2-Day Admission

Free
ACTIVE Miliarty or LEO

2-Day Admission

Free
Veteran OR Retired LEO

2-Day Admission

$100 o� 

Tickets sold at the door, Cash or Check Only, limit 1 discount per person
WE HAVE TONS  OF GUNS AND AMMO  AVAILABLE!

UPCOMING

JUNE 22ND & 23RD

SATURDAY 9AM-5PM   &  SUNDAY 9AM-3PM

LARGO GUN SHOW
JULY 13TH & 14TH

LARGO EVENT CENTER 
(FORMERLY MINNREG HALL)

6340 126TH AVE. N. • LARGO, FL 33773
SAT 9AM-5PM   &  SUN 9AM-3PM

PORT CHARLOTTE GUN SHOW
CHARLOTTE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
2333 EL JOBEAN RD • PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33948

PORT CHARLOTTE
JULY 20TH & 21TH

CHARLOTTE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
2333 EL JOBEAN RD. • PORT CHARLOTTE, FL

SAT 9AM-5PM   &  SUN 9AM-3PM
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THANK YOU TO OUR
BULLDOG YOUTH SPONSOR! • DESOTO COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD (PRS)

T-BALL BRAVES GO
11-1 FOR CHAMPIONSHIP

SportsPEACE RIVERSportsPEACE RIVER

Braves

Astros

MarlinsRays

Red Sox

The Championship Braves’ rings.
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SPRING SPORTS AWARD WINNERS
BASEBALL

HAGEN BRYAN
Heart and Hustle

ABEL NEDLEY
Defensive MVP

TRENTON ALLEY
Offensive MVP

LOGAN ADKINS
Most Improved

CORBIN GILMORE
MVP

REVEL RODRIGUEZ
State Farm

SOFTBALL
JONI TAYLOR

State Farm

JONI TAYLOR
Leadership Award

DAYSHA IZAGUIRRE
MVP

CALEIGH DUKE
Coaches Award

TENNIS: GIRLS
ISABELLE ZOLKOS

Statefarm

BRIANA ROBLES
Team Leader

ANNETT FLORES
Most Improved

VANESSA VILLAFUERTE
Bulldog Award

TENNIS: BOYS
DARRECUS BARTEE

State Farm

EZRA MORENO
Team Leader

AARON HENNING
Most Improved

ANTHONY JACKSON
Bulldog Award

TRACK
DIEGO SANDATE

Sportsmanship

ZARIONNA JARVIS
Sportsmanship

JALIYAH LUTHER
Coaches Award

FERNANDO ZEPADA
Coaches Award

CAMILA TREJO-BALDERAS
Do It All Runners

DANIEL DIAZ
Do It All Runners

MICHELLE MERIDA
MVP

CHARLIE WILKERSON
MVP

JADA REED
Most Improved

I'VARION TICE
Most Improved

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!

The 2024 track and field team gets together for a final photo.

The softball team picked up their awards at the awards ceremony.

Don Knoche talks about the State Farm 
Sportsmanship awards that are given to a team 
member in every sport in every season. This 
award has been going on for many years.

Isabelle Zolkos earned her award as a member of the tennis team.

Revel Rodriguez got his Sportsmanship award as 
a member of the baseball team.

Joni Taylor won the Sportsmanship award for the softball team.

Diego Sandate picks up his Sportsmanship Award 
from Don Knoche as a member of the track team.
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LOTS OF FUN AT SENIORS GRADUATION PARTY

Just some of the many volunteers before the graduates arrived.

Lots of money was given away but Natalie Yanez came home 
with the big prize of $1000.

The audience were enjoying the talented dancing program.

Many students got a photo with the dancers after their performance.

Three time Soccer coach of the year Fernando 
Zepeda lets out a shout as he drums along 
with the professional drummer.

Samantha Hershberger drives the 
tricycle course with “drunk glasses” 
supplied by drivers training teacher 
Mitchell Johnson.

Bernabe Torres-Angel 
become cat man with a 
little face paint.

The entertainment put on a good show for the graduates and guests.

Raegan Hancock and Chloe Pomerleau 
enjouyed the air hockey table.

Poker was a 
very popular 
game.

Some of the kids attempted to follow along with the dancers.

Students gather around as more prizes are given away. There were a lot of gift 
cards and electronics given away. Local donors did a fine job for the graduates.
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Dancers put on a good show.

Anthony Jackson comes out of the money machine 
with a hand full of bills.

Roulette seemed to be the game of choice for the night.
Foosball was another very 
popular game for the night.

Blackjack was a very popular game for the graduates.

Jenga blocks come tumbling down in a popular game.

Cooper Hancock and Owen Roe play a little cornhole.

Blake Gross looks pretty confident on the bull. Moments later he was 
smiling after he got thrown from the bull.

Mitchell Johnson gets ready to follow 
along with the drummer.

SENIORSSENIORS
20242024
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Deborah Clifton and a group of 
friends who call themselves “The 
Sisterhood” will present a Juneteenth 
exhibit in historic photographs and 
“inspired artifacts” from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. on June 19 at the DeSoto 
County Library, 125 N. Hillsborough Ave. 
The event is free and open to the public.

Juneteenth is an elision of June 19, 
the day in 1865 when the Emancipation 
Proclamation was announced in Texas, 
the last of the Confederate States 
of America to learn that slavery was 
abolished. Also known as Juneteenth 
Independence Day, Freedom Day, 
Jubilee Day, Liberation Day, and 
Emancipation Day, Juneteenth was first 
officially celebrated in 1866 in Texas 
and its observance spread across the 
United States from then to the present 
time. In 2021, it became a federal 
holiday. Clifton wrote, “Come let us 
journey together in unity to get more 

“SISTERHOOD” PRESENTS  
JUNETEENTH EXHIBIT

understanding of the importance of this 
celebrated day.”

The Juneteenth exhibit will include 
informational boards, photographs and 
“inspired artifacts—so it will be 3-D,” 
Clifton said. She hopes that people 
will walk around the exhibit and ask 
questions or have a discussion. “It will 
be a learning process for us all,” she 
said. “We celebrate our ancestors—and 
give them homage forever” for their 
endurance, perseverance, and suffering 
during and after slavery.

Many surrounding communities are 
holding their Juneteenth celebrations on 
the weekends before and after June 19, 
but the Sisterhood wanted to honor the 
actual day. “Juneteenth is everybody’s 
history,” she said.

The mission of the Sisterhood is 
“to empower ladies to do activities for 
the community, especially the elderly,” 
Clifton said. “We hear about activities 
for the children, but we never seem to 
hear about interesting and engaging 
events for the elderly. We can learn from 
them as well as they can learn from us.”

CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

This collection shows some of the 
photographs and “inspired artifacts” 
that will be in the Juneteenth exhibit 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Wed., 
June 19, at the DeSoto County Library, 
15 N. Hillsborough Ave. Photograph 
courtesy of Debra Clifton.
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TFF.COM / FDOH LOCKUP

The logo lockups were designed to contain both logos,

separated by a bar that is the same thickness as our
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established on page 6 between the bar and both logos.
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Wood Park Pointe I & II

Now Taking Applications

Come Enjoy The Tranquil 
Atmosphere And Beautiful 

Landscaping...

Income Restricted
Residents must be 62+ years,

handicapped, or disabled.

600 West Gibson St., Arcadia
863-494-3230 - TDD 711
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Join our Growing and Successful Team … If you haven’t heard, 
We expanded and built a 2ND PLANT!! Right here in Arcadia! 

LOOKING FOR DAY SHIFT POSITIONS?
Join our Administrative and Logistics Team!

CALLING ALL HARD-WORKINGCALLING ALL HARD-WORKING
AND AMBITIOUS NIGHT OWLS!!AND AMBITIOUS NIGHT OWLS!!

Competitive Wages, Guaranteed Overtime, Paid-Time Off, Holiday Pay, 401k, Medical, Dental and Vision 
Insurance. All positions of Hands-On Training. If you are selected for an interview; you will also be given a 
Plant Tour, please dress appropriately for the environment. (Closed Toe Shoes, No Shorts, No Tank Tops) 

These positions require resume to be sent to: crownHR@crownrooftiles.com for consideration.

Logistics/Customer Service
Administrator:
Must have a minimum of 2-years customer service 
experience in offi ce atmosphere. Heavy computer 
skills required.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:00pm - 4:00am

Logistics/Customer Service
Manager:
This is a hands-on position where “rolling up your 
sleeves” is expected and required. Previous supervisory 
logistics/customer service in manufacturing or similar 
atmosphere is a plus. Heavy computer skills required.

Apply in person at: 6018 SW Highway 72 • Arcadia, FL 34266
Questions? Call Dawn McIntyre: Human Resources, 863-993-4004 x108

Batch Mixer Operator:
Mechanics install and inspect machines and electrical 
equipment and carry out preventive maintenance to ensure 
that industrial machines remain operational. Troubleshoot 
reported problems and resolve in a timely manner. Conduct 
repairs aiming for maximum effi ciency and reliability. 
Excellent communication and problem-solving ability.

Rotary Kiln Operator:
Responsible for operating the industrial kiln that are 
used to dry, heat, and harden various materials. Monitor 
temperatures, conveyor settings, Maintain records 
and test data and communicate with Quality and 
Production managers. Basic maintenance, cleaning, and 
troubleshooting. 

Forklift Operator:
Use equipment to lift heavy materials, goods, or 
equipment. Need to be skilled at maneuvering 
throughout the facility while adhering to all safety 
protocols. Basic maintenance, cleaning, and 
troubleshooting.

QC/Sealer Operator:
An important step in our manufacturing process, maintains the 
spray booth and associated equipment, and quality checks. Maintain 
records and test data and communicate with Quality and Production 
managers. Basic maintenance, cleaning, and troubleshooting.

Extruder Operator:
Responsible for setting up the machine that shapes the 
fi nished product. Mechanical skills are a must, and attention 
to detail. Maintain a clean work environment and follow 
safety regulations. Maintain records and test data and 
communicate with Quality and Production managers. Basic 
maintenance, cleaning, and troubleshooting. 

Robotic Packer Operator:
Operating and basic maintenance of the packaging 
machine and ensuring that fi nalized products are ready for 
distribution. Meticulous attention to detail and the 
ability to troubleshoot minor problems. A solution-
driven individual who can prioritize and time effi cient. 
Maintain records and test data and communicate with 
Quality and Production managers. Basic maintenance, 
cleaning, and troubleshooting.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6:00pm - 6:30am
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email: editorial@peacerivershopper.com

As part of the Library’s summer 
reading program, the DeSoto County 
Historical Society will present 
“Adventure Into The Past”—three 
programs at 1:00 p.m. on June 18, 19, 
and 20, at the DeSoto County Library, 
125 N. Hillsborough Ave., and a fourth 
program from 10:00 a.m. until noon 
on Sat., June 22, at the John Morgan 
Ingraham House Museum, 120 W. 
Whidden St.. The events are free and 
open to the public.

	 In addition, lunch is free for all 
children age 18 years or younger from 
noon until 1:00 p.m. on Tues., Wed., 
and Thurs., in the DeSoto County Library 
Courtyard.

	 On Tues., June 18, the Society 
will tell the story of the railroads 
that crossed the County; the Florida 
Southern Railway, Charlotte Harbor and 
Northern Railway, Atlantic Coast Line, 
Seaboard Air Line, Tampa Southern 
Railroad, and more. Children will have a 

ADVENTURE INTO THE 
PAST AT THE LIBRARY

chance to learn how to read a time table 
and decorate a route map.

	 On Wed., June 19, the Society will 
share a story about the pioneer skill of 
quilting and traditional quilt patterns. 
Children will have the opportunity to 
design their own quilt patterns.

	 On Thurs., June 20, the Society will 
read a “tall tale,” and host a visit from 
some local legends, such as Arcadia 
Matilda Albritton Coker, the woman who 
had a town named for her because she 
baked a cake, and Acrefoot Johnson, 
who walked in one day from Fort Ogden 
to Fort Meade to deliver the mail.

	 From 10:00 a.m. to noon, on Sat., 
June 22, the “Library On The Go” will 
visit the John Morgan Ingraham House 
Museum, 120 W. Whidden St. Families 
may tour the Museum and enjoy some 
hands-on activities as well as  books 
and other materials from the mobile 
library.

	 For more information, contact the 
Society at 863-266-5774 or online at 
desotocountyhistoricalsociety@gmail.
com.

CAROL MAHLER
Independent Contractor 
carolmahler22acl@gmail.com 
Photos provided

Learn about the Florida Southern 
Railway and other railroads during 
“Adventure Into the Past,” a series 
of four events presented by the 
DeSoto County Historical Society as 
part of the DeSoto County Library’s 
Summer Reading Program.

James Mitchell “Acrefoot” Johnson will 
visit the DeSoto County Library, 125 N. 
Hillsborough Ave., as part of the DeSoto 
County Historical Society’s program about 
legendary characters at 1:00 p.m. on Thurs., 
June 20.
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www.gulflandrealestate.com

Gulfland Real Estate

National Marketing,
Local Expertise®

FOR YOUR Lifestyle Property

Mac Martin, ALC, GRI, BA 
BROKER/OWNER

863.494.2100
landpanther@gmail.com

2019 Florida Land Realtor

223 E Oak St. Arcadia, FL 34266

Jean Vitali REALTOR®

Cell: 863-990-5106 
Office: 863-494-6181

jean1711@gmail.com

Dan 
Collins, 
Broker

Oralia Ramirez, BROKER

863.494.2702
oraliaramirez@gmail.com

3263 NE Hwy 17 Unit #3
Arcadia, FL 34266

“If You’re Looking To 
Buy, Sell Or Invest In Real 

Estate, Give Us A Call”
Hablamos Español

www.rmzhomez.com

11855 SE South Hog Bay Ave • Arcadia, FL

Mary E. Dow BROKER/OWNER

863.494.6062
marymarydow@gmail.com

DOW Realty Inc.
Been a Realtor for 46 years in Arcadia

Congratulations to Leadership DeSoto Class XIV 
on their recent graduation!

Learn more and apply at DeSotoChamberFL.com

These class members spent eight months focused on different community topics and 
learned more from leaders and businesses throughout DeSoto County. We’re proud to 
have a graduating member and to support the DeSoto County Chamber of Commerce 
as they educate, challenge and develop leaders who live or work in the County! 
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At the DeSoto County Education 
Foundation, we take immense pride in 
supporting the aspirations of individuals 
committed to making a positive impact 
in our community. One such inspiring 
story is that of Jamie Atherton, whose 
journey from a clerical role to becoming 
an educator exemplifies dedication, 
resilience, and the power of community 
support.

Jamie’s path to becoming a teacher 
was marked by determination and hard 
work. Over the course of four years, 
she balanced full-time employment 
with the School District of DeSoto 
County while pursuing higher education. 
Jamie earned her Associate of Arts 
degree from South Florida State 
College and her Bachelor’s degree from 
St. Petersburg College, majoring in 
Elementary Education K-6 with infused 
ESOL and Reading Endorsement. This 
rigorous academic path reflects her 
commitment to equipping herself with 
the skills necessary to meet the diverse 
needs of her future students.

Family support played a crucial role 
in Jamie’s journey. Her partner, Andy 
Heine, provided unwavering support, 
while her three children – Savanna, 

FROM CLERICAL TO CLASSROOM:  
A JOURNEY ROOTED IN DEDICATION AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Archur, and Madalynn – served as 
both motivation and cheerleaders. 
Additionally, Jamie received support 
from her two godsons, Shon and Shane 
Galloway, during her studies. 

The DeSoto County Education 
Foundation is honored to have played 
a part in Jamie’s journey. Through 
grant funds from the “Teacher To 
Be” program, we were able to assist 
in alleviating some of the financial 
pressures associated with her studies. 
This support enabled Jamie to focus 
more on her academic and professional 
growth, highlighting the importance 
of community in fostering educational 
aspirations.

Jamie’s years of experience within 
the school district have ingrained in her 
the values of empathy, patience, and 
resilience. As she steps into her new 
role as an educator, she is committed 
to creating an inclusive and engaging 
learning environment where every 
student feels valued and empowered to 
succeed.

Jamie’s journey serves as an 
inspiration to others in our community 
to pursue their passions, no matter the 
obstacles they face. Her commitment to 
education and her passion for making 
a difference in the lives of students are 
qualities that will undoubtedly benefit 

the entire school district. 
We at the DeSoto County Education 

Foundation are proud to support 
educators like Jamie Atherton, whose 
dedication to their profession and 
community exemplifies the very best of 
what education can achieve.

If you are interested in our Teacher 
To Be Program or have questions, 
please visit desotoeducationfoundation.
com or email us at director@
desotocountyeducationfoundation.com

Joshua 4:1-3 When all the people 
had crossed the Jordan, the LORD 
said to Joshua, “Now choose twelve 
men, one from each tribe. Tell them, 
‘Take twelve stones from the very 
place where the priests are standing 
in the middle of the Jordan. Carry 
them out and pile them up at the 
place where you will camp tonight.’”

God had performed a miracle, His 
children, the children of Israel are 
crossing the Jordan River into the 
Promised Land on dry ground. Now, 
God wants them to take 12 stones 
from that dry riverbed and set them up 
in the place where they will camp their 
first night in their new home.

Have you ever lost your car in a 
parking lot, or forgetting where you 
parked it? It’s frustrating, but not near 
as frustrating as it was for a man in 
Frankfurt, Germany, who found his 
car after forgetting where he parked 
it 20 years before that. The man, 
now 76-years-old, reported the car 
missing to police when he couldn't 
find it after leaving it in a parking lot 
outside an industrial building. After 
hearing nothing, the man assumed 
the car was lost permanently. But 
a construction crew preparing to 
demolish the building and lot reported 
the abandoned vehicle to police. After 

checking through old records, police 
located the two-decade-old report. 
(WORLD magazine, “Quick Takes” 
12-30-17; www.PreachingToday.
com)

God wanted His people to 
remember what He had done for 
them that day. They had been slaves 
for 400 years in Egypt and nomads 
40 years in the desert. Now, they 
have to get ready to face the 
hardships of battle as they get ready 
to conquer the Promised Land.

And if they’re going to move 
forward in victory, they have to be 
able to look back and remember the 
miracle God did for them that day. 
And if you want to move forward 
in your life, then you must do the 
same. Look back and remember. 

Today we remember something 
else God did for us, He sent Jesus.

Prayer: Father you have done so 
much for us, today let me ask what 
I can do for you. In Jesus name, 
Amen.

Pastor Ed Horne
Pine Level Church
DeSoto Ministerial Association

REMEMBER

JODIE DELOACH

DeSoto County Education Foundation
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Mercer, John Adam:  
Contempt Of Court

Mitchell, Roderick Joe:  
Prob Violation (X2)

Roman, Anthony Miguel:  
Failure To Appear - Written Promise To 
Appear

Vieira, Jairson Lima:  
Out Of County Warrant

White, Travis:  
Smuggle Contraband Into Prison 
- Control Subs Defined Provisions Of 
S.893.02(4), Drugs-Possess - Cntrl 
Sub Wo Prescription

Williams, Gloria Jean:  
Drugs-Possess - Cntrl Sub Wo 
Prescription (X2), Drugs-Health Or 
Safety - Poss Harmful New Legend 
Drug Wo Prescription, Drug Equip-
Possess - And Or Use

ARREST REPORT:  11/15/20 - 11/20/20
DESOTO COUNTY
S H E R I F F ’ S  O F F I C E

5/31/24 - 6/6/24

Arthur, Glen D:  
Hit And Run - Leave Scene Of Crash 
Involve Damage To Prop, Drug 
Equip-Possess - And Or Use

Barnes, Sarah:  
Drug Equip-Possess - And Or Use, 
Drugs-Possess - Cntrl Sub Wo 
Prescription

Colunga, Roberto:  
Prob Violation

Cortes, Erguin Nicolas:  
Nonmoving Traffic Viol - Drive While 
Lic Susp 2Nd Off, Out Of County 
Warrant

Dacruz, Manoel Lucas:  
Nonmoving Traffic Viol - Fail To 
Register Motor Veh

Dahr, Alan Michael:  
Failure To Appear - Written Promise To 
Appear (X2), Drugs-Possess - Cntrl 
Sub Wo Prescription (X2), Marijuana-
Possess - Not More Than 20 Grams, 
Drug Equip-Possess - And Or Use 
(X2)

Durand, Rose A:  
Smuggle Contraband Into Prison 
- Any Currency Or Coin To Inmate

Durrance, Kary Michelle:  
Drugs-Possess - Cntrl Sub Wo 
Prescription

Edwards, Nicholas Drew:  
Disorderly Conduct - Brawling 
Fighting Corrupt Public Moral 
Decency

Flowers, Tyrek Antwon:  
Prob Violation

Information on this report is provided for informational purposes only from the public Inmate Records of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office.  While every effort is made to ensure that the posted information is accurate, it may contain 
factual or other errors. Arrest information may not reflect the current information.  An arrest does not mean that the individual has been convicted of a crime.  The information on this report should not be relied upon for any type of legal 

action.  Unauthorized or illegal use of the information is strictly prohibited.

Gomez, Brian:  
Marijuana-Possess - Not More Than 
20 Grams

Hernandez, Haley Elizabeth:  
Nonmoving Traffic Viol - Drive While 
Lic Susp 1St Off

Hernandez, Manuel:  
Failure To Appear - Written Promise To 
Appear

Hodges, Sam Hardy:  
Out Of County Warrant

Jones, Amy Janelle:  
Prob Violation

Layport, Daniel Shane:  
Failure To Appear - Written Promise To 
Appear

Martin, Lewis Raymond:  
Aggrav Asslt - Weapon - W Deadly 
Weapon Without Intent To Kill

ARREST REPORT |

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
SHIRLEY HELEN TAYLOR

MARCIA DEANA BROWN

Marcia Deana Brown (nee 
Wilson), passed away on June 4, 
2024, in Port Charlotte, FL, at the 
age of 89. She was born on March 2, 
1935 in Cincinnati, OH. She moved 
to Arcadia from Sarasota in 1952, 
graduating DeSoto High School, 
Class of 1953.

Shirley Helen Taylor 91, passed 
away peacefully at her home on June 
1, 2024, preceeded by her husband 
Elmer. Mrs Taylor was a long 
time resident of Arcadia and was 
affectionately known as “Grandma 
Shirley”. She is survived by her 
Daughters Debi Gilmore (Donnie), 
Cathleen Roberts (Richard), 
Theresa Stone, and her brother 
Jimmy Peters (Kathy). Shirley 
had 12 grandchildren, 32 great 
grandchildren, and 9 great great 
grandchildren. Grandma Shirley was 
truly in love with her family. 

Marcia was known for her 
positive demeanor, her cheerful and 
energetic personality, as well as her 
strong sense of service. She was 
organized, and reliable in all aspects 
of her life.

In her career, Marcia served 
as a Church Secretary at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Arcadia and 
the Trinity United Methodist Church. 
Prior, she was the Owner of Green 
Belt Fuel Distributors of Arcadia 
- Union Oil Company. She was a 
member of St. Edmunds Episcopal 
Church, Arcadia.

Marcia enjoyed traveling, 
especially to Scotland, exploring 
literary works, visiting the Ringling 
Museum, and attending dinner 
theatre. She cherished RV’ing 
in the Great Smoky Mountains, 

She loved Calvery Baptist 
Church, teaching Sunday school, 
Bible School, and volunteering 
wherever needed.

Shirley was an award winning 
artist, illustrator and author, and a 
member of the Desoto Arts Center. 
We remember her contagious sense 
of humor, how she loved teaching 
art to children at the Desoto Public 
Library, and in her home. She 
cherished the outdoors, boating 
with Elmer and the kids, her dog, 
and playing the piano. We will all 
remember her prayerful blessings. 

attending Friday Night Dinners with 
her friends, and leading DeSoto 4-H 
activities. Marcia had a passion for 
colorful jewelry, followed college 
football, and enjoyed watching golf.

She is survived by her daughter 
Laura Louise Amendola, son-in-
law James William Amendola, 
grandsons Alex Clark Grantham 
and Tyler James Amendola, great-
granddaughters Natalee Laura 
Grantham and Zoey Joel Grantham, 
and niece Barbara Norris-Dees. 
Marcia was preceded in death by 
her spouse Franklin (Frankie) Brown, 
parents James and Helen Louise 
Wilson, sister Mary Ann Dees, and 
brothers Richard Wilson and Robert 
Wilson.

A service to honor Marcia’s life 
will be held on Wednesday, June 12, 

A Celebration of Life will be held 
at Calvary Baptist Church, 48 N.15th 
Ave., in Arcadia on Sunday, June 30 
at 4 pm. 

at 10 a.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Arcadia, FL. Interment 
to follow and early luncheon 
immediately afterwards in Phrangle 
Hall. In lieu of flowers, contributions 
can be made to the DeSoto County 
4-H Youth Development UF/IFAS 
Extension, (863) 993-4846 Attn 
Katelyn Mulinix kmulinix@ufl.edu 
2150 NE Roan St, Arcadia, FL 
34266; or the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America.

The funeral arrangements are 
entrusted to Ponger Kays Grady 
Funeral Home of Arcadia, FL. 
Condolences and/or your fondest 
memory of Marcia can be shared at 
PongerKaysGrady.com.
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The need for youth to speak up 
and make their voices heard about the 
issues they care about is as important 
as ever, which is why one student-led 
organization in Florida is leading the way 
in the fight against the tobacco industry 
and the addictive products that target 
youth.

Students Working Against Tobacco 
(SWAT) is a statewide youth organization 
focused on educating, empowering, 
and mobilizing Florida youth to revolt 
against and de-glamorize Big Tobacco. 
As a member of the DeSoto County 
SWAT chapter, I believe SWAT is an 
important cause more youth should 
get involved in. SWAT has not only 
supported its members but has also 
positively impacted the community 
through its efforts. They have helped 
raise awareness of the harmful effects 
of tobacco, for instance, the dangers 
of more popularized tobacco products 
that industries have aimed their 
advertisement to the youth who are 
more susceptible to following the crowd 
and purchasing. Despite significant 
progress over the years, tobacco and 
e-cigarette use is still prevalent, and 
the tobacco industry’s antics must be 
stopped. SWAT is working to change the 
social norms associated with tobacco, 
including e-cigarettes. 

SWAT has been educating and 
empowering youth and communities 
since 1998. SWAT has had several 
successful initiatives throughout the 
years. ‘Not a Replacement’ was a 
statewide campaign where thousands 
of youth reminded tobacco companies 
that they are unique individuals with 
the potential to make a positive impact 
on their community. ‘Not a Lab Rat’ is 
the current statewide campaign that 
focuses on the truth behind e-cigarettes 
and how youth can stop the spread of 
misinformation. Through such initiatives, 
SWAT continues to work toward 
changing the way people think about 

tobacco, making it less desirable, less 
acceptable, and less accessible.

My reason for joining SWAT was 
clear. When I was in middle school, I 
would see other students vape in the 
bathrooms all the time and I wanted 
to educate them on the harm they are 
doing to their bodies. Joining SWAT 
helped me by not only being educated 
on the negatives but also has taught me 
leadership skills and how to be involved 
in my community.

In our community, the DeSoto 
County SWAT chapter helped make a 
difference by recruiting youth to join 
SWAT at Back-to-School open houses, 
participating in local events to raise 
awareness about the dangers of youth 
e-cigarette use, organizing community 
cleanups, educating at the county fair 
and presenting to local government 
representatives in our city and county 
to support anti-tobacco and anti-vaping 
legislation.

There is still work to be done to 
protect our generation and future 
generations from the tobacco industry. 
By working with peers, students can 
create change that will keep tobacco 
products out of DeSoto County and 
improve the health of our family, friends, 
and community. SWAT is open to all 
Florida youth in 6th-12th grade. There 
is a SWAT chapter in every county 
in Florida, and some counties also 
have clubs in schools and community 
organizations. In DeSoto County we 
have 5 SWAT Clubs. We have two 
community clubs, West and Nocatee. 
We also have a clubs at our middle and 
high school. We also are excited that we 
started a club at our new private school 
this year as well. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about SWAT and how youth can 
get involved, contact our local SWAT 
Coordinator, Lindsey Sager at lsasger@
quitdoc.com or visit www.SWATFlorida.
com. I hope that in writing this, more 
youth are inspired to stand up and speak 
out against the tobacco industry by 
joining SWAT.

STUDENTS WORKING AGAINST 
TOBACCO GIVES FLORIDA 

YOUTH THE TOOLS THEY NEED 
TO HELP REDUCE THE TOBACCO 

INDUSTRY’S INFLUENCE AND 
ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE.

GRACIE SAGER

SWAT Club Member  
at DeSoto High School

As low as $299 down!

DESIGN your shed, 
your way at 

Shed4me.com

FEATURED options:
- NEW! electrical packages
- Shelving
- Work benches
- Ramps



 June 13, 2024  |   The Arcadia Community Local   |   Page 15 

Join the Mission to 
Keep Florida 
Communities 
Safe 

Walk-in interviews 
every Wednesday 9am-noon

Wellpath Recovery Solutions/Florida Civil Commitment Center

13619 Hwy 70 Arcadia, Florida 34266 (10.5 miles east of Walmart)

(863) 491-4800 To apply please visit Wellpathcare.com/careers/

WWee  hhaavvee  jjoobbss  aanndd  ccaarreeeerrss  iinn  sseeccuurriittyy  (($$2211)),,  nnuurrssiinngg  (($$2233--3388)),,  ddiirreecctt  
ccaarree  (($$1155--1166)),,  mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  tthheerraappiisstt,,  mmaaiinntteennaannccee,,  
ffoooodd  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd  mmoorree......

WWee  ffiinndd  tthhee  bbeesstt  ffiitt  ffoorr  aapppplliiccaannttss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  hhiissttoorryy,,  
aattttiittuuddee,,  eedduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  iinntteerreessttss..  NNeeww  eemmppllooyyeeeess  rreecceeiivvee  iinntteennssiivvee  
ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  OOTTJJ  ssuuppppoorrtt..

YYOOUU  hhaavvee  cchhooiicceess!!  WWee  ooffffeerr  DDaaiillyyPPaayy,,  rreegguullaarr  ppaayycchheecckkss,,  vvaarriioouuss  
hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  ppllaannss  ((hheeaalltthh,,  ddeennttaall,,  vviissiioonn)),,  440011KK,,  ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp  ffoorr  tthhee  
CCoorrrreeccttiioonnaall  AAccaaddeemmyy,,  ffuullll  ttiimmee  aanndd  PPRRNN,,  ssoommee  ssiiggnn  bboonnuusseess  aarree  uupp  
ttoo  $$22000000,,  aaiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonneedd  wwoorrkk  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  ttuuiittiioonn  rreeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt 
aanndd  mmoorree......

Florida Civil Commitment Center
13619 SE Hwy 70, Arcadia FL 34266  (863)491-4800

We provide evidence based
Forensic Treatment.
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CUSTOM HOMES
STARTING AT $269,000!

NOW TAKING ON CUSTOM HOMES 
IN DESOTO COUNTY AND SURROUNDING AREAS!

IF YOU HAVE THE LAND OR ARE THINKING OF PURCHASING LAND... 

LET US HELP YOU GET YOUR 
DREAM HOME BUILT! 

CALL ROGER AT: 863-990-5921
OR AJ AT: 863-633-8345

JEWELCONTRACTINGINC.COM

FREE TILE SHOWER UPGRADE
THROUGH THE MONTH OF JUNE!


