
What are the common reasons for delays in building permit approvals

1. Incomplete or Incorrect Applications: Missing essential documents, plans, or information can 

lead to delays as authorities need to request these materials, extending the processing time[1]

[2].

2. Bureaucratic Red Tape: The involvement of multiple government agencies with their own rules 

and requirements can lead to confusion and delays[4].

3. High Volume of Applications: During peak construction seasons, local building departments 

may be overwhelmed with requests, resulting in longer wait times[2].

4. Complex Projects: Projects with intricate designs or unconventional methods may require 

additional scrutiny and time for compliance checks[2].

5. Code Violations: If building plans do not adhere to local codes or zoning regulations, revisions 

and resubmissions are necessary, delaying approval[2][3].

6. Changes in Project Plans: Modifications to submitted plans necessitate resubmission and re-

evaluation, causing further delays[3].

7. Limited Resources and Staff: Understaffed departments may struggle to process applications 

promptly, especially if there is a sudden influx of applications[4][5].



8. Community Concerns: Objections from neighbors or community groups can slow down the 

approval process as authorities address these concerns[2].

JDFales Plans &Permits
Citations:

[1] What Happens When Your Permitting Process Gets Delayed? 

https://www.debowsky.com/what-happens-when-your-permitting-process-gets-delayed/

[2] How Long Does It Take To Get a Building Permit - LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-long-does-take-get-building-permit-greenlite-technologies

[3] How To Overcome Permit Delays - Modernize https://modernize.com/contractor-

resources/articles/how-to-overcome-permit-delays

[4] Why Does It Take so Long to Get a Building Permit? - Crossfield Group 

https://crossfieldgroup.com/why-does-it-take-so-long-to-get-a-building-permit/

[5] Why does it take so long to get a Building Permit? https://www.burkearchitects.com/building-

permits-take-so-long

[6] Top Reasons & Causes for Construction Project Delays - Viewpoint 

https://www.viewpoint.com/blog/what-causes-construction-project-delays

[7] Welcome to East Hartford, CT https://www.easthartfordct.gov/inspections-

permits/pages/frequently-asked-questions

[8] Frequently Asked Questions for Building (Construction) Permits 

https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/departments/planning-building/how-to-apply-for-a-permit-in-

unincorporated-slo-co/building-construction/support-services/construction-permit-support-

services/frequently-asked-questions-for-building-%28construct




