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Fʃʖʊʇʔ’ʕ Mʇʕʕʃʉʇ 
Tʃʍʋʐʉ Iʐʋʖʋʃʖʋʘʇ ʋʐ ʖʊʇ Lʋʈʇ ʑʈ Cʊʔʋʕʖ'ʕ Cʊʗʔʅʊ  

 

"Aʕ ʇʃʅʊ ʑʐʇ ʊʃʕ ʔʇʅʇʋʘʇʆ ʃ ʉʋʈʖ, ʏʋʐʋʕʖʇʔ ʋʖ ʖʑ ʑʐʇ ʃʐʑʖʊʇʔ, ʃʕ ʉʑʑʆ 
ʕʖʇʙʃʔʆʕ ʑʈ ʖʊʇ ʏʃʐʋʈʑʎʆ ʉʔʃʅʇ ʑʈ Gʑʆ."  

 

— 1 Pʇʖʇʔ 4:10  

There is a phrase often heard in leadership circles: 
"Take initiative." Usually, it means stepping up, solv-
ing problems, or doing something without being 
asked. While that can be helpful advice, the Orthodox 
understanding goes much deeper. Initiative is not pri-
marily about leadership skills or ambition. It is about 
love. 
Initiative is love taking responsibility for the gifts 
and opportunities God has entrusted to us. 
When we love Christ, we stop waiting for someone 
else to act. We begin asking, "Lord, what would You 
have me do?" We recognize that every talent, every 
ability, every opportunity, and every 
moment is a gift from God—not to be 
buried, but to be offered back to Him 
in service. 
Throughout the Scriptures, those 
closest to God rarely waited for an 
invitation. 
The Prophet Isaiah heard the Lord 
ask, "Whom shall I send?" Isaiah did 
not hesitate. He responded, "Here am I! Send 
me!" (Isaiah 6:8). 
St. Andrew did not keep the joy of meeting Christ to 
himself. The first thing he did was find his brother Pe-
ter and bring him to Jesus (John 1:41-42). No one as-
signed him this task. Love compelled him. 
The Myrrh-bearing Women rose before dawn and 
went to the tomb, even though they knew there were 
guards and a massive stone blocking the entrance. 
Their love for Christ was greater than their fear. 
Joseph of Arimathea boldly approached Pontius Pilate 
to ask for Christ's body. While many disciples hid in 
fear, Joseph took responsibility because love demand-
ed action. 
This is the paĴern of the saints. They did not wait for 
perfect conditions. They did not ask whether someone 

else would do it. They recognized the opportunity God 
had placed before them, and they responded with 
courage and faith. 
St. John Chrysostom beautifully reminds us: 
"The road to heaven is paved with works of mercy." 
Love is never passive. It always seeks the good of an-
other. 
The same is true in parish life. 
At St. Spyridon, we have been blessed to see so many 
faithful men and women step forward over the years 
to teach, sing, coach, mentor, visit, organize, build, and 
serve. Their willingness has helped shape the parish 

we love today. As we look to the fu-
ture, God is calling a new generation 
of servants to continue that work. 
Every thriving ministry, every wel-
coming smile, every meal prepared, 
every lesson taught, every visit to the 
sick, every child encouraged, every 
candle lit, every choir member who 
sings, every volunteer who quietly 

cleans after an event—all began because someone 
chose to take responsibility for the gifts and opportuni-
ties God had entrusted to them. 
Sometimes we tell ourselves, "Someone else will do it." 
But perhaps God is asking us the same question He 
asked Isaiah: 
"Whom shall I send?" 
Perhaps He has allowed you to notice the need because 
He is inviting you to become part of the answer. 
This does not mean doing everything ourselves. In fact, 
genuine initiative often means inviting others to serve 
alongside us. It is recognizing a need, praying about it, 
and taking the first faithful step. It is trusting that God 
will bless our willingness, even when we do not know 
exactly how everything will unfold. 
You don't need to have every answer or every skill be-
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Fʃʖʊʇʔ’ʕ Mʇʕʕʃʉʇ (Cʑʐʖʋʐʗʇʆ) 

fore you begin serving. God is not looking for perfec-
tion; He is looking for willing hearts. Throughout his-
tory, He has taken ordinary people who made them-
selves available and accomplished extraordinary 
things through them. 
The Parable of the Talents reminds us that God does 
not simply ask us to preserve what He has entrusted 
to us. He asks us to multiply it. The servant who bur-
ied his talent was not condemned because he com-
miĴed some terrible sin. He was condemned because 
he failed to act. He allowed fear to become an excuse 
for inaction. God blesses faithful action born from 
love. 
Our parish does not need more spectators. It needs 
more disciples who are willing to say: 
"Here am I, Lord. Use me." 
There are many opportunities in the life of our parish 
where your gifts could make a meaningful difference. 
Whether your passion is working with our youth, 
singing or supporting our music ministry, helping 
grow our stewardship efforts, coaching or assisting 
with athletics, serving through social media and 
communications, welcoming visitors, participating 
in outreach, supporting educational programs, or 
helping with parish events, there is a place for you. 
God has entrusted each of us with unique gifts, and 
when we offer them back to Him in love, the entire 
parish is strengthened and the Gospel is proclaimed 
more powerfully. 
Perhaps God has given you a talent, an idea, or a pas-
sion that could bless His Church. Don't assume some-
one else will step forward. The very fact that you see 
a need may be God's way of inviting you to become 
part of the solution. 
If you have a desire to serve—or even if you're simp-
ly wondering where your gifts might best be used—I 
warmly invite you to speak with me, our Parish 
Council President, or any member of the Parish 
Council. We would love to listen, help you discover 
where your talents can flourish, and connect you with 
opportunities to serve. 
Together, let us continue building a parish where 
every person discovers that they are not simply mem-
bers of the Church—they are active participants in 

Christ's mission. 
When initiative is rooted in humility rather than 
pride, and in love rather than recognition, it becomes 
something beautiful. It becomes stewardship. It be-
comes ministry. It becomes our free response to God's 
grace. We do not act because we are trying to earn 
His love; we act because we have already received it. 
May the Lord help each of us to recognize the gifts 
He has entrusted to us, to have the courage to use 
them, and to joyfully take our place in His vineyard. 
For when each of us offers what we have, the whole 
Body of Christ is strengthened, and His Church 
shines more brightly in the world. 
May we never wait for someone else to build the 
Kingdom of God. Instead, may we each ask, "Lord, 
what can I do with the gifts and opportunities You have 
entrusted to me?" And when He answers, may we 
have the courage to respond with the words of the 
Prophet: 
"Here am I. Send me." 

FLOWERS FOR THE ICON OF 
PANAGIA 

As the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is 
approaching, once again we are asking for your do-
nation towards the adornment of the icons of 
Panagia. Donations are accepted by mail, in the 
church office and in the designated donation box in 
the church narthex. 

Λ̖̖̑̍̑̆̋̃ ̅̋̃ ̉̏̕  
Ε̋̌̑̏̃ ̉̔̕ Π̃̏̃̅̋̃̔ 

Φντος και πΣλι, παρακαλοϾΐε ϱλους ϱσους νχουν την 
ευχαρϟστηση να προσφνρουν χρφΐατα για την αγορΣ 
λουλουδιЏν για τον στολισΐϱ της εικϱνας της 
Παναγϟας ΐας για τις ̰γιες ηΐνρες του 
ΔεκαπανταϾγουστου, να επικοινωνφσουν ΐε το 
γραφεϟο της Εκκλησϟας ΐας. 



5 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Τ̑ Μ̖̉̏̎̃ Τ̖̑ ̒. Γ̖̇̓̅̋̑̚ 
Κ̃̊̇ Χ̃̓̋̔̎̃ Μ̇̓̃̇̋̕ 

 

Α̏̃̍̃̎̄̃̏̑̏̃̔̕ Π̖̓̑̄̑̍̋̃̚̕ ̔̉̕ Ζ̉̚ ̉̔̕ Ε̌̌̍̉̔̋̃̔ ̖̑̕ ̘̓̋̔̑̕  ̖
 

«Ἐκαστος καθὼς ἔλαβεν χάρισμα εἰς ἑαυτοὺς αὐτὸ διακονοῦντες ὡς καλοὶ οἰκονόμοι  
ποικίλης χάριτος Θεοῦ»  

— Α’ Π̖̇̓̑̕ 4:10 

ΥπΣρχει ΐια φρΣση που ακοϾγεται συχνΣ στους 
ηγετικοϾς κϾκλους : «ΠΣρε πρωτοβουλϟα». Συνφθως 
σηΐαϟνει να κΣνεις το βφΐα ΐπροστΣ, να λϾνεις 
προβλφΐατα φ να ενεργεϟς χωρϟς να σου το 
ζητφσουν. Αν και αυτφ η συΐβουλφ ΐπορεϟ να εϟναι 
χρφσιΐη, η ορθϱδοξη κατανϱηση πηγαϟνει πολϾ 
βαθϾτερα. Η πρωτοβουλϟα δεν αφορΣ πρωτϟστως 
ηγετικνς ικανϱτητες φ φιλοδοξϟα. ΑφορΣ την 
αγΣπη. 
Η πρωτοβουλϟα εϟναι η αγΣπη που αναλαΐβΣνει 
την ευθϾνη για τα χαρϟσΐατα και τις ευκαιρϟες που 
ΐας νχει εΐπιστευθεϟ ο Θεϱς. 
ͥταν αγαποϾΐε τον Χριστϱ, παϾουΐε να 
περιΐννουΐε να ενεργφσει κΣποιος Σλλος. 
Αρχϟζουΐε να ρωτοϾΐε: «ΚϾριε, τι θνλεις να κΣνω;» 
Αναγνωρϟζουΐε ϱτι κΣθε ταλνντο, κΣθε ικανϱτητα, 
κΣθε ευκαιρϟα και κΣθε στιγΐφ εϟναι δЏρο του 
ΘεοϾ — ϱχι για να το θΣψουΐε, αλλΣ για να Του το 
προσφνρουΐε πϟσω ΐνσα απϱ τη διακονϟα. 
Σε ϱλη την Αγϟα Γραφφ, εκεϟνοι που φταν πιο 
κοντΣ στον Θεϱ σπΣνια περϟΐεναν πρϱσκληση. 
Ο Προφφτης Ησαΐας Σκουσε τον ΚϾριο να ρωτΣ: 
«Τϟνα αποστεϟλω;» Ο Ησαΐας δεν δϟστασε. 
ΑπΣντησε: «ΙδοϾ εγЏȉ απϱστειλϱν ΐε» (Ησαΐας 6:8). 
Ο ̰γιος Ανδρνας δεν κρΣτησε για τον εαυτϱ του τη 
χαρΣ της συνΣντησφς του ΐε τον Χριστϱ. Το πρЏτο 
πρΣγΐα που νκανε φταν να βρει τον αδελφϱ του, 
τον Πντρο, και να τον οδηγφσει στον ΙησοϾ 
(ΙωΣννης 1:41-42). Κανεϟς δεν του αννθεσε αυτφ την 
αποστολφ. Η αγΣπη τον Џθησε. 
Οι Μυροφϱρες Γυναϟκες σηκЏθηκαν πριν ακϱΐη 
ξηΐερЏσει και πφγαν στον τΣφο, παρϱλο που 
γνЏριζαν ϱτι υπφρχαν φρουροϟ και ννας τερΣστιος 
λϟθος που νκλεινε την εϟσοδο. Η αγΣπη τους για 
τον Χριστϱ φταν ΐεγαλϾτερη απϱ τον φϱβο τους. 
Ο Ιωσφφ απϱ την Αριΐαθαϟα πλησϟασε ΐε τϱλΐη 
τον Πϱντιο ΠιλΣτο για να ζητφσει το σЏΐα του 
ΧριστοϾ. ΕνЏ πολλοϟ ΐαθητνς κρϾβονταν απϱ 
φϱβο, ο Ιωσφφ αννλαβε την ευθϾνη, επειδφ η 

αγΣπη απαιτοϾσε δρΣση. 
Αυτϱ εϟναι το πρϱτυπο των Αγϟων. Δεν περϟΐεναν 
τις ιδανικνς συνθφκες. Δεν αναρωτιοϾνταν αν 
κΣποιος Σλλος θα το νκανε. ΑναγνЏριζαν την 
ευκαιρϟα που ο Θεϱς νθετε ΐπροστΣ τους και 
ανταποκρϟνονταν ΐε θΣρρος και πϟστη. 
Ο ̰γιος ΙωΣννης ο Χρυσϱστοΐος ΐΣς υπενθυΐϟζει 
ϱΐορφα: 
«Ο δρϱΐος προς τον ουρανϱ εϟναι στρωΐννος ΐε νργα 
ελνους.» 
Η αγΣπη δεν εϟναι ποτν παθητικφ. ΠΣντοτε 
αναζητΣ το καλϱ του Σλλου. 
Το ϟδιο ισχϾει και στη ζωφ της ενορϟας. 
Στον ̰γιο Σπυρϟδωνα νχουΐε ευλογηθεϟ να δοϾΐε 
τϱσους πολλοϾς πιστοϾς Σνδρες και γυναϟκες να 
προσφνρουν ϱλα αυτΣ τα χρϱνια, διδΣσκοντας, 
ψΣλλοντας, προπονЏντας, καθοδηγЏντας, 
επισκεπτϱΐενοι, οργανЏνοντας, χτϟζοντας και 
διακονЏντας. Η προθυΐϟα τους συννβαλε στη 
διαΐϱρφωση της ενορϟας που αγαποϾΐε σφΐερα. 
ΚαθЏς κοιτΣζουΐε προς το ΐνλλον, ο Θεϱς καλεϟ 
ΐια ννα γενιΣ διακϱνων να συνεχϟσει αυτϱ το νργο. 
ΚΣθε ζωντανφ διακονϟα, κΣθε εγκΣρδιο χαΐϱγελο 
υποδοχφς, κΣθε γεϾΐα που ετοιΐΣζεται, κΣθε 
ΐΣθηΐα που διδΣσκεται, κΣθε επϟσκεψη σε ασθενφ, 
κΣθε παιδϟ που ενθαρρϾνεται, κΣθε κερϟ που 
ανΣβει, κΣθε ΐνλος της χορωδϟας που ψΣλλει, κΣθε 
εθελοντφς που διακριτικΣ καθαρϟζει ΐετΣ απϱ ΐια 
εκδφλωση — ϱλα ξεκϟνησαν επειδφ κΣποιος 
επνλεξε να αναλΣβει την ευθϾνη για τα χαρϟσΐατα 
και τις ευκαιρϟες που ο Θεϱς του εϟχε εΐπιστευθεϟ. 
Μερικνς φορνς λνΐε στον εαυτϱ ΐας: «ΚΣποιος 
Σλλος θα το κΣνει.» 
ͥΐως ϟσως ο Θεϱς ΐΣς απευθϾνει το ϟδιο ερЏτηΐα 
που απηϾθυνε στον Ησαΐα: 
«Τϟνα αποστεϟλω;» 
͜σως σου επντρεψε να διακρϟνεις ΐια ανΣγκη, 
επειδφ σε προσκαλεϟ να γϟνεις ΐνρος της 
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απΣντησης. 
Αυτϱ δεν σηΐαϟνει ϱτι πρνπει να τα κΣνουΐε ϱλα 
ΐϱνοι ΐας. Στην πραγΐατικϱτητα, η γνφσια 
πρωτοβουλϟα συχνΣ σηΐαϟνει να προσκαλοϾΐε και 
Σλλους να υπηρετφσουν ΐαζϟ ΐας. Σηΐαϟνει να 
αναγνωρϟζουΐε ΐια ανΣγκη, να προσευχϱΐαστε γι’ 
αυτφν και να κΣνουΐε το πρЏτο πιστϱ βφΐα. 
Σηΐαϟνει να εΐπιστευϱΐαστε ϱτι ο Θεϱς θα 
ευλογφσει την προθυΐϟα ΐας, ακϱΐη κι ϱταν δεν 
γνωρϟζουΐε ακριβЏς πЏς θα εξελιχθοϾν ϱλα. 
Δεν χρειΣζεται να νχεις ϱλες τις απαντφσεις φ ϱλες 
τις δεξιϱτητες πριν αρχϟσεις να υπηρετεϟς. Ο Θεϱς 
δεν αναζητΣ την τελειϱτητα· αναζητΣ πρϱθυΐες 
καρδινς. Σε ϱλη την ιστορϟα, πφρε συνηθισΐννους 
ανθρЏπους που προσφνρθηκαν διαθνσιΐοι και 
πραγΐατοποϟησε ΐνσω αυτЏν εξαιρετικΣ 
πρΣγΐατα. 
Η Παραβολφ των ΤαλΣντων ΐΣς υπενθυΐϟζει ϱτι ο 
Θεϱς δεν ΐας ζητΣ απλЏς να διαφυλΣξουΐε ϱ,τι 
ΐας νχει εΐπιστευθεϟ. Μας ζητΣ να το 
πολλαπλασιΣσουΐε. Ο δοϾλος που νθαψε το 
τΣλαντϱ του δεν καταδικΣστηκε επειδφ δινπραξε 
κΣποιο φοβερϱ αΐΣρτηΐα. ΚαταδικΣστηκε επειδφ 
δεν ενφργησε. ̰φησε τον φϱβο να γϟνει 
δικαιολογϟα για αδρΣνεια. Ο Θεϱς ευλογεϟ την 
πιστφ δρΣση που γεννινται απϱ την αγΣπη. 
Η ενορϟα ΐας δεν χρειΣζεται περισσϱτερους 
θεατνς. ΧρειΣζεται περισσϱτερους ΐαθητνς που 
εϟναι πρϱθυΐοι να πουν: 
«ΙδοϾ εγЏ, ΚϾριε. Χρησιΐοποϟησν ΐε.» 
ΥπΣρχουν πολλνς ευκαιρϟες στη ζωφ της ενορϟας 
ΐας ϱπου τα χαρϟσΐατΣ σας ΐποροϾν να κΣνουν 
ουσιαστικφ διαφορΣ. Εϟτε το ενδιαφνρον σας εϟναι 
η εργασϟα ΐε τη νεολαϟα ΐας, η ψαλτικφ φ η 
υποστφριξη της ΐουσικφς διακονϟας, η ενϟσχυση 
της διακονϟας της προσφορΣς, η προπονητικφ φ η 
βοφθεια στον αθλητισΐϱ, η προσφορΣ ΐνσω των 
ΐνσων κοινωνικφς δικτϾωσης και της επικοινωνϟας, 
η υποδοχφ επισκεπτЏν, η συΐΐετοχφ σε δρΣσεις 
εξωστρνφειας, η υποστφριξη εκπαιδευτικЏν 
προγραΐΐΣτων φ η βοφθεια σε ενοριακνς 
εκδηλЏσεις, υπΣρχει θνση για εσΣς. Ο Θεϱς νχει 
εΐπιστευθεϟ στον καθννα ΐας ΐοναδικΣ 
χαρϟσΐατα και, ϱταν τα προσφνρουΐε πϟσω σε 
Εκεϟνον ΐε αγΣπη, ολϱκληρη η ενορϟα 
ενδυναΐЏνεται και το Ευαγγνλιο κηρϾσσεται ΐε 
ΐεγαλϾτερη δϾναΐη. 

͜σως ο Θεϱς σΣς νχει χαρϟσει ννα ταλνντο, ΐια ιδνα 
φ ννα ενδιαφνρον που θα ΐποροϾσε να ευλογφσει 
την Εκκλησϟα Του. 
Μην υποθντετε ϱτι κΣποιος Σλλος θα κΣνει το 
βφΐα ΐπροστΣ. Το ϟδιο το γεγονϱς ϱτι βλνπετε ΐια 
ανΣγκη ΐπορεϟ να εϟναι ο τρϱπος ΐε τον οποϟο ο 
Θεϱς σας προσκαλεϟ να γϟνετε ΐνρος της λϾσης. 
Αν νχετε την επιθυΐϟα να προσφνρετε — φ ακϱΐη 
κι αν απλЏς αναρωτινστε ποϾ θα ΐποροϾσαν να 
αξιοποιηθοϾν καλϾτερα τα χαρϟσΐατΣ σας — σας 
προσκαλЏ θερΐΣ να ΐιλφσετε ΐαζϟ ΐου, ΐε τον 
Πρϱεδρο του ΕνοριακοϾ Συΐβουλϟου ΐας φ ΐε 
οποιοδφποτε ΐνλος του ΕνοριακοϾ Συΐβουλϟου. Θα 
χαροϾΐε να σας ακοϾσουΐε, να σας βοηθφσουΐε 
να ανακαλϾψετε ποϾ ΐποροϾν να ανθϟσουν τα 
ταλνντα σας και να σας συνδνσουΐε ΐε ευκαιρϟες 
διακονϟας. 
Ας συνεχϟσουΐε ΐαζϟ να οικοδοΐοϾΐε ΐια ενορϟα 
ϱπου κΣθε Σνθρωπος ανακαλϾπτει ϱτι δεν εϟναι 
απλЏς ΐνλος της Εκκλησϟας, αλλΣ ενεργϱς 
συΐΐντοχος στην αποστολφ του ΧριστοϾ. 
ͥταν η πρωτοβουλϟα νχει ως ρϟζα την ταπεϟνωση 
και ϱχι την υπερηφΣνεια, και την αγΣπη και ϱχι 
την αναγνЏριση, τϱτε γϟνεται κΣτι ϱΐορφο. Γϟνεται 
υπεϾθυνη διαχεϟριση των δωρεЏν του ΘεοϾ. 
Γϟνεται διακονϟα. Γϟνεται η ελεϾθερη ανταπϱκρισφ 
ΐας στη χΣρη Του. Δεν ενεργοϾΐε επειδφ 
προσπαθοϾΐε να κερδϟσουΐε την αγΣπη Του· 
ενεργοϾΐε επειδφ την νχουΐε φδη λΣβει. 
Εϟθε ο ΚϾριος να βοηθφσει τον καθννα ΐας να 
αναγνωρϟσει τα χαρϟσΐατα που του νχει 
εΐπιστευθεϟ, να νχει το θΣρρος να τα 
χρησιΐοποιφσει και να λΣβει ΐε χαρΣ τη θνση του 
στον αΐπελЏνα Του. Διϱτι ϱταν ο καθννας ΐας 
προσφνρει αυτϱ που νχει, ολϱκληρο το ΣЏΐα του 
ΧριστοϾ ενδυναΐЏνεται και η Εκκλησϟα Του 
λΣΐπει πιο φωτεινΣ ΐνσα στον κϱσΐο. 
Εϟθε να ΐη περιΐννουΐε ποτν κΣποιον Σλλον να 
οικοδοΐφσει τη Βασιλεϟα του ΘεοϾ. Αντϟθετα, ας 
ρωτΣ ο καθννας ΐας: 
«ΚϾριε, τι ΐπορЏ να κΣνω ΐε τα χαρϟσΐατα και τις 
ευκαιρϟες που ΐου νχεις εΐπιστευθεϟ;» 
Και ϱταν Εκεϟνος απαντφσει, εϟθε να νχουΐε το 
θΣρρος να ανταποκριθοϾΐε ΐε τα λϱγια του 
Προφφτη: 
«ΙδοϾ εγЏ. Απϱστειλϱν ΐε.» 

Τ̑ Μ̖̉̏̎̃ Τ̖̑ ̒. Γ̖̇̓̅̋̑̚ 
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Scan to volunteer for our 
St. Spyridon Food Fest!  
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St. Spyridon’s 29th annual golf outing and dinner social took place 
on Thursday, June 4th at the Odyssey in Tinley Park. 

 The day was filled with fellowship as participants enjoyed golfing, 
a continental breakfast, lunch, a delicious BBQ themed dinner, 
awards, and a prize-filled raffle including two 70-inch televisions. 
We were blessed with yet another year of an abundance of golfers 
with over 100 participating and several more for dinner.  

Congratulations to Jim Tourloukis, Andy Bendy, Rick Stupit and 
Jack Bracken for winning the best team golf score contest coming in 
at 10 under par. Nic Bendy won the longest drive contest and Al 
Torto won longest puĴ. Naso Grammatis and Dan Lawinger each 
won closest to the pin contests. This important fundraiser helps  
support the St. Spyridon Church Building Fund. This year’s          
donations will help with various church repairs and heavy     
maintenance over some of the church areas, offices and classrooms 
and will provide safety to our parishioners.  

Thank you to Father George Lamberis for his spiritual leadership, 
golf commiĴee members who donated countless hours of their time, 
sponsors, golfers, volunteers, dinner guests and everyone for      
supporting our church and making it a memorable and fun event. 

--Nick Kournetas, Golf CommiĴee Chair. 

2026 Gʑʎʈ Oʗʖʋʐʉ  
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HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSORS $1,000+ 
· BITE SIZE PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY- DR. DENISE  
 BOZONELOS 
· CAREY’S SMALL ARMS RANGE VENTILATION 
· DWF FOOD & PAPER REDISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
· RETRO BURGER 
· THE DANOS FAMILY 
· THE ODYSSEY 

EAGLE SPONSORS $500-$999 
· ADELPHIA PROPERTIES  
· AUTOAGENT 
· CHRIST PANOS FOODS 
· DONNY G’S RISTORANTE- ELMWOOD PARK 
· NEALEY FOODS 
· NORTH & MAPLE KITCHEN + BAR 
· SPIRRCO REAL ESTATE 
· STATE FARM INSURANCE AGENT, PHIL CALI 
· WORLD KIA- JOLIET 

BIRDIE SPONSORS $200-$499 
· APPLIED WELLNESS CLINIC- DR. NICK MALLIOS 
· ATHENIAN BODY SHOP 
· CURI CAPITAL- DIMITRI ELIOPOULOS 
· DR. CHRIS & JANN KOLYVAS 
· EGGHEADZ CAFE- TINLEY PARK 
· GALLAGHER INSURANCE, RISK MANAGEMENT & 

CONSULTING 
· GEORGE SKARPATHIOTIS MD, SC  
· HUCK FINN RESTAURANTS 
· KALLEMEYN AUTO REBUILDERS 
· LES BROTHERS RESTAURANTS 
· MORSE FRESH MARKET- GEORGE THEOHARIS 
· NICK & CHRISTINE PIPIKIOS 
· PETE’S PRODUCE 
· PROVIDENCE BANK & TRUST 
· THE ARISTIDIS HALIKIAS FAMILY 
· ZIEBELL WATER SERVICE PRODUCTS 
DINNER SPONSORS ($650) 
· BITE SIZE PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY- DR. DENISE  
 BOZONELOS 
· CHRIST PANOS FOODS 
· NEALEY FOODS 

LUNCH SPONSORS ($450) 
· ADELPHIA PROPERTIES 
· AUTOAGENT 
· BITE SIZE PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY- DR. DENISE  
 BOZONELOS 
· DONNY G’S RISTORANTE- ELMWOOD PARK 

BEVERAGE CART SPONSORS ($350) 
· DR. CHRIS & JANN KOLYVAS 
· GALLAGHER INSURANCE, RISK MANAGEMENT & 

CONSULTING 
· HUCK FINN RESTAURANTS 
· KALLEMEYN AUTO REBUILDERS 
· NORTH & MAPLE KITCHEN + BAR 
·  

BREAKFAST SPONSORS ($250) 
· CURI CAPITAL- DIMITRI ELIOPOULOS 
· LES BROTHERS RESTAURANTS 
· PROVIDENCE BANK AND TRUST 
· SPIRRCO REAL ESTATE 
· THE ARISTIDIS HALIKIAS FAMILY 
· THE PAPPAS FAMILY 

HOLE SPONSORS 
· APPLIED WELLNESS CLINIC- DR. NICK MALLIOS 

(2 HOLES) 
·  BRIKI CAFÉ, ADDISON 
·  DIXMOOR FRUIT & MEAT MARKET 
·  EGGHEADZ CAFÉ, TINLEY PARK 
·  EGGMAN’S RESTAURANT, ALSIP 
·  ELENI BIZOUKAS 
·  FRANK KOPANIS & FAMILY 
·  HOMETOWN DENTAL CARE, DR. AMIEL PAPPAS 
·  HUCK FINN RESTAURANT 
·  IN MEMORY OF GEORGE PAPPAS 
·  IN MEMORY OF JOHN PERAKIS 
·  JAMESON’S PUB, FRANKFORT 
·  KEFI RESTAURANT, PALOS HEIGHTS 
· KONICHIWA BOYS 
·  MORSE FRESH MARKET, GEORGE THEOHARIS     

(2 HOLES) 
·  MULTICARE HEALTH CENTER – DR. TED 

MIKROULIS 
·  NAXOS RESTAURANT, ITASCA 
· NICK & CHRISTINE PIPIKIOS 
· NICK’S BBQ 
· NICK BOBIS 
· NORTH & MAPLE KITCHEN + BAR 
· OLYMPIC STAR RESTAURANT, TINLEY PARK 
· OMORFIA AESTHETICS & WELLNESS, LLC. 
· PETE’S PRODUCE- LOOMIS 
· PETE’S PRODUCE- STONY 
· SPIRRCO REAL ESTATE 
· STATE FARM- KEN ANDERSON 
· STATE FARM- PHIL CALI (3 HOLES) 
· T&A AUTO SERVICE, TIM GEORGIOPOULOS, 

WORTH 
· TASOS PANAGIOTOPOULOS 
· THE MCCABE FAMILY 
· THE PAPPAS FAMILY 
· THE PATIO RESTAURANTS 
· SPRINGDALE EYE CARE, DR. TANYA HALIKIAS 
· XL ENERGY 
· ZIEBELL WATER SERVICE PRODUCTS 

GOLF OUTING COMMITTEE 
NICK KOURNETAS, BILL KILIAS, JIM ARGYROPOULOS, 
NICK ARGYROPOULOS, ZACHARY CHIBUCOS, ADAM 
COLLOPY, JOHN FARSATIS, NICK HALIKIAS, MIKE 
HANIOTAKIS, PETE HRISTAKOS, GUS KOLYVAS, 
FRANK & ZOE KOPANIS, NICK MAZARAKOS, BILL  
PERAKIS, JIM TOURLOUKIS, NICK TSINOUKAS, SPIROS 
TZANETAKOS 



10 The Voice 

Pʃʔʋʕʊ Rʇʉʋʕʖʔʛ  

Bʃʒʖʋʕʏʕ 
 

The son of Mr. & Mrs. Greg Kristo was baptized 
on May 7th and was given the name Grei Martin 
by his godfather John Puka. 
The daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Christos J Peroulas 
was baptized on May 8th and was given the 
name Ioanna by her godfather Milos Kunac. 
The son of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Frank Eyler was 
baptized on June 27th and was given the name 
Philip Charles by his godfather Peter Chris Kor-
bakes. 
The son of Mr. & Mrs. John Chris Korbakes was 
baptized on June 28th and was given the name 
Chris John by his godfather Peter Xeros. 

Να σας ζφσουν! 
 

Wʇʆʆʋʐʉʕ 
 
 

 

Mark R Sisson and Maria Pappas were joined in 
Holy Matrimony on Sunday, May 24th. Their 
sponsor was George & Katerina Lois.  

Να ζφσετε! 
 
 

Fʗʐʇʔʃʎʕ 
 

On June 4th, Gregory Louis Kelsey fell asleep in 
the Lord. His funeral service took place on June 
12th and he was interned at Fairmount Willow 
Hills Memoria Park.  

 

Mʇʏʑʔʋʃʎʕ 
May 3rd: †9 months Anastasios Kyres & †1 year 

Ioannis Kritikos 
May 10th: †1yr Georgia Kekempanos 
May 17th: †1yr Mary Paras, †1yr Vasiliki Mani-

kas, †11 yrs Demetrios Manikas & †2 yrs 
Georgia Kariofilas 

May 24th: † Tree of Love Memorial Service 
June 7th: †9yrs Metropolitan Iakovos, †40 days 

Christos Tsakiris & †3yrs Arhontia Haĵi-
haralambous  

June 14th: † Peter Manasses, †3yrs Konstantina 
Petropoulos,†2 yrs Periklis Tzavaras, †14 
yrs Argyro Tzavaras & †6 yrs Spyridon 
Kofis 

June 28th: : †3 yrs Harriet Glikis (nee Pap-
pas),†62 yrs Peter Glikis, †5yrs Athanasios 
Treantafeles, †7yrs Alexander Pappas, 
†7yrs Athanasia “Nancy” Papadogianis & 
†6yrs John Lordots 

May their memory be eternal! 

In the main hallway of St. Spyridon stands a golden 
and bronze “Tree of Love” with an icon of our pa-
tron saint at its base.   
This “Tree of Love” is a symbol of our commitment 
to the ministry of our community.  With great hope 
for our community’s future and with love for St. 
Spyridon, we invite you to join the numerous sup-
porters whose names are engraved on these golden 
and bronze leaves in recognition of their gifts to the 
Church. There are numerous ways to contribute to 
our “Tree of Love” such as to honor a friend or in 
memory of loved ones.  For more information, please 
call the church office. 

Tʔʇʇ ʑʈ Lʑʘʇ 
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Sunday, July 5th               Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 7th St. Kyriaki, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, July 12th  St. Paisios, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, July 19th             Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, July 26th             St. Paraskeve, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, August 2nd       Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.    
Monday, August 3rd Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 4th          Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 5th         Vespers at Transfiguration Monastery, Harvard, IL, 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, August 6th     Transfiguration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
                                               Orthros & Divine Liturgy,8:00 a.m.  * Paraklesis,  6:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 7th       Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m.  
Sunday, August 9th Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.   * Paraklesis,  6:30 p.m. 
Monday, August 10th      Vigil of St. Spyridon, 7:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, August 11th        Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, August 12th    Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m.  
Thursday, August 13th      Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m.  
Friday, August 14th      Gr Vespers at Assumption Chicago, Homer Glen, & Hegewisch, 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 15th           Dormition of the Virgin Mary, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, August 16th          Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, August 23rd          Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Monday, August 24th           St, Kosmas, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Thursday, August 27th        St. Fanourios, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.    
Saturday, August 29th           Beheading of St. John the Baptist, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, August 30th           Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 

Κυριακφ 5 Ιουλϟου  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Τρϟτη 7 Ιουλϟου Αγϟα Κυριακφ, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 12 Ιουλϟου  Αγϟου Παϊσϟου, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 19 Ιουλϟου  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 26 Ιουλϟου     Αγϟα Παρασκευφ, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 2 ΑυγοϾστου   ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ.  
Δευτνρα 3 ΑυγοϾστου ΠαρΣκλησις, 6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
Τρϟτη 4 ΑυγοϾστου         ΠαρΣκλησις, 6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
ΤετΣρτη 5 ΑυγοϾστου         Μνγας Εσπερινϱς στην Ιερ. Μονφ ΜεταΐορφЏσεως, Harvard, ΙL, 6:00 ΐ.ΐ. 
Πνΐπτη 6 ΑυγοϾστου          Μεταΐϱρφωση Σωτφρος, ͥρθρος & Θ Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ.* ΠαρΣκλησις, 6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
Παρασκευφ 7 ΑυγοϾστου      ΠαρΣκλησις, 6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 9 ΑυγοϾστου    ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ.  * ΠαρΣκλησις, 6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
Δευτνρα 10 ΑυγοϾστου         Αγρυπνϟα Αγϟου Σπυρϟδωνα—6:00 ΐ.ΐ. 
Τρϟτη 11 ΑυγοϾστου ΠαρΣκλησις—6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
ΤετΣρτη 12 ΑυγοϾστου         ΠαρΣκλησις—6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
Πνΐπτη 13 ΑυγοϾστου ΠαρΣκλησις,  6:30 ΐ.ΐ. 
Παρασκευφ 14 ΑυγοϾστου  Μνγας Εσπερινϱς στους Ι Ν Κοιΐφσεως Της Θεοτϱκου στο ΣικΣγο,   Homer Glen & 

Hegwisch, 7:00 ΐ.ΐ. 
ΣΣββατο 15 ΑυγοϾστου Η Κοϟΐησις της Θεοτϱκου, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 16 ΑυγοϾστου         ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 23 ΑυγοϾστου         ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα,  8:00 π.ΐ. 
Δευτνρα 24 ΑυγοϾστου         Αγϟου ΚοσΐΣ, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ.  
Πνΐπτη 27 ΑυγοϾστου          Αγϟου Φανουρϟου, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ.  
ΣΣββατο 29 ΑυγοϾστου Της Αποτοΐφς της Τιΐϟας Κεφαλφς του Αγ. Προδρϱΐου, ͥ ρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα,  8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 30 ΑυγοϾστου     ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα, 8:00 π.ΐ.   

Π̓̑̅̓̃̎̎̃ Ι̇̓̏̚ Α̖̌̑̍̑̊̋̏̚ 

Dʋʘʋʐʇ Lʋʖʗʔʉʛ Sʅʊʇʆʗʎʇ 
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Dr. & Mrs. Alex Alemis 
Dr. & Mrs. Chris Alemis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Alexakos 
Dr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Alexakos 
Ms. Katerina Alexopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Alexopoulos 
Mr. Gus Alikakos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Arestis 
Ms. Penelope Arges 
Mr. & Mrs. James Argyropoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Argyropoulos 
Mr. Christos Arvanitis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Arvanitis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Baltsas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Baroudos 
Ms. Olga Baroudos 
Mrs. Chrisi Bastas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bastas 
Mr. & Mrs. James Berdusis 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bertsos 
Mrs. Mary Bisbikis 
Mr. Nikolaos Bizios 
Ms. Eleni Bizoukas 
Mr. Nicholas Bobis 
Mr. & Mrs. Zaharias Bousies 
Mr. & Dr. Yiorgos Bozonelos 
Mr. & Mrs. Felix Briseno 
Mr. Christos Catsogiannis 
Mrs. Anna Charalambos 
Mrs. Caryn Chibucos 
Mr. Zachary Chibucos 
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Chrimpouras 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Christofer 
Ms. Aggeliki Christopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Spero Christos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Christy 
Mr. &  Mrs. Adam Collopy 
Mr. & Mrs. Niko Dagres 

Dr. & Mrs. Dean Danos 
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Deligiannis 
Ms. Heather Demacopoulos 
Ms. Bess Demopoulos 
Ms. Eleni Dimis 
Mr. George Drikos 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Eliacostas 
Mrs. Martha Eliopulos 
Mrs. Georgia Evangelopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eyler 
Ms. Ruth Faklis 
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Falcone 
Ms. Rena Falcone 
Mr. & Mrs. John Farsatis 
Mrs. Sophia Felecos 
Dr. Sylvia Felecos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Felĵ 
Mr. & Mrs. Nikos Fragiskatos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Galetsis 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Gatses 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Gatsinos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Gatsios 
Mr. & Mrs. Theofanis Gatsios 
Dr. & Mrs. George Georgelos 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Georgiopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Georgiopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Georgiopoulos 
Mr.  Tim Georgiopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Glikis 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Glikis 
Mrs. Ekatenini Grapsas 
Mr. James Halikas & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Aris Halikias 
Mr. & Mrs. Aristidis Halikias 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Haniotakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Apostolis Hardaloupas 
Dr. & Mrs. Aris Haĵidimitriadis 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hohlastos 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hristakos 
Mr. &Mrs. Nicholas Iovino 
Ms. Nevila Kambylis 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Kapsaskis 
Mr. Vaios Karagiannis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Karamagianis 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Karamagianis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Karampelas 
Mrs. Roula Karampelas 
Dr. & Mrs. George Karanastasis 
Mr. George Karunĵos 
Dr. Georgia Karunĵos 
Mr. James Karunĵos 
Mrs. Helen Katris 
Mr. Bill Katsenis 
Mrs. Tarsi Katsoulakis 
Mrs. Dina Katsoulis 
Mr. & Mrs. George KaĴos 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Kavvadas 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Kekempanos 
Ms. Andriana Kilias 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kilias 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kikpatrick 
Mr. & Mrs. George Kladis 
Mrs. Tasia Kladis 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Klemenĵos 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Klioris 
Mrs. Stavroula Klioris 
Ms. Tina Kliros 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kollinĵas 
Ms. Ioanna Tzaferis Kolios 
Dr. & Mrs. Chris Kolyvas 
Mr. Gus Kolyvas 
Mr. Pete Kolyvas 
Mrs. Anna Kontaris 
Mr. Spiro Kontaris 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kopanis 
Ms. Sophia Kopanitsanos 

As of June 20th, stewardship gifts have been received for 2026 from 260 individual/families.      .  
We are so thankful to these stewards.  
Have you sent in your 2026 Stewardship Commitment Form? Forms are available in the Narthex of the 
church and online. Thank you to our stewards who have already made their pledge for 2026! 
 

ΕυχαριστοϾΐε τις 260 οικογννειες που εκπλφρωσαν τις υποσχνσεις τους για το ντος 2026. Υπενθυΐϟζουΐε 
σε ϱλους ϱτι νχουν ταχυδροΐηθεϟ οι ΚαταστΣσεις Υπϱσχεσης του ΚαλοϾ Οικονϱΐου για το τρνχον ντος.  
Σας παρακαλοϾΐε να ανανεЏσετε την συνδροΐφ σας το γρηγορЏτερο δυνατϱν. Οι δραστηριϱτες και τα 
νξοδα της ενορϟας ΐας νχουν αυξηθεϟ κατΣ πολϾ και χρειαζϱΐαστε την βοφθεια και την υποστφρηξη ϱλων 
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Mr. & Mrs. Chris Korbakes 
Mr. & Mrs. George Korbakes 
Mr. James Korbakes 
Mr. & Mrs. John Korbakes 
Mr. Peter C Korbakes 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G Korbakes 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kostopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kotsiviras 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios KoĴaras 
Mr. Chris Koulogeorge 
Mr.& Mrs. Nicholas Kournetas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Koutsoubas 
Mr. & Mrs.  John Koziocas 
Mr. & Mrs. George Kristo 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Kristo 
Ms. Tina Kritikos 
Mrs. Pam Kyres 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Kyriakopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Kyroudis 
Mr. Eraklis Labrakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Konstadinos Labrakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Lamberis 
Fr. George & Pres. Diana Lamberis 
Mrs. & Mrs. James Laris 
Ms. Joanna Les 
Mrs. BeĴy Lillios 
Mr. & Mrs. George Limperis 
Dr. & Mrs. Makis Limperis 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob McNeill 
Ms. Georgia Malamis 
Mr. & Mrs. Tasos Malamis 
Ms. Angela Malfas 
Mr. Labros Malfas 
Mrs. Yiannoula Malfas 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetri Manasses 
Mr. Theodoros Manasses 
Mrs. Tina Manasses 
Mr. & Mrs. Theophanes Manikas 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mantice 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Marinakos 
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Marines 
Mr. Eustratios Marinos & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Markatos 
Mr. & Mrs. Hrisoval. Maroudas 
Mr. John Mazarakos 
Ms. Kathy Michalarias 
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Mihas 

Ms. Kiki Miller 
Ms. Catherine Nakos 
Mrs. Evelyn Paleothodoros 
Mr. & Mrs. Tasos Panagiotopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Papadatos 
Ms. Demetria S Papadopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Papadopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Dinos Papamihail 
Mrs. Carol Pappas 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Pappas 
Ms. Maria Pappas 
Mr. & Mrs. Sotirios Pappas 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Pappas 
Ms. Athanasia Paraskevopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Paraskevopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Paraskis 
Ms. Stella Parhas 
Mr. &  Mrs. Odysseas Parr 
Mr. John Pavlopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Paxinos 
Mrs. Koula Perivoliotis 
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Peroulas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Petinatos 
Ms. Andreana Petrakos 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Petrakos 
Mr. & Mrs. James Petopoul 
Mr. & Mrs. Stamatis Pierrakeas 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Polymenakos 
Mrs. Penny Poninski 
Mr. & Mrs. Panayotis Prassas 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan PreveĴ 
Mr. &Mrs. Tom Primbas 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Reinhart 
Mr. & Dr. Kostas Retsinas 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Riley 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Rougas 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roumeliotis 
Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Ryan 
Dr. & Mrs. George Scarlatis 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Scarlatis 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Shamma 
Mrs. & Mrs. Nickolas Shizas 
Ms. Anastasia Simeakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Simeakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Simeakis 
Dr. & Dr. Leonidas Skiadopoulos 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Sotiropoulos 

Ms. Rita Sperlakis 
Mr. Andrew Stameson 
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Stamus 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Stergiopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolas Sterpis 
Ms. Alexandra Stolis 
Mr. & Mrs. Khalil Sweis 
Mr. & Mrs. Ioannis Synadinos 
Mr. & Mrs. Georgios Theoharis 
Ms. Xenia Theoharis 
Mrs. Fay Thiakos 
Mr. & Mrs. William Toulios 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Tourloukis 
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Trahanas 
Mrs. Leah Treantafeles 
Ms. Joanne Effie Triantafilloy 
Mr. Angelo Tsagalis 
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Tsakiris 
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Tsantilis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Tsigolis 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Tsinoukas 
Mr. John Tsoukalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Tsoukalas 
Mr. & Dr. Vasileios Tsoukalas 
Mr. & Mrs. Spiros Tzanetakos 
Mr. & Dr. Lampros Tzimas 
Mr. Michael Valaris 
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Valaveris 
Mrs. Patricia Georgelos Vardalos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Vasilakos 
Mr. & Mrs. Konstant. Vasilopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Vasilopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Apostolos Vassilakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Velissaris 
Mr. & Mrs. Labros Vlachos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Vythoulkas 
Mr. & Mrs. Rocky Wagner  
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Watne 
Mr. & Mrs. James Xeros 
Mr. Peter Xeros 
Mrs. Goldie Xirafakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Xydakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Ziogas 
Mrs. Effie Zorbas 
Ms. Andriana Zougras 
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Aʔʅʊʃʐʉʇʎʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ 

Fʎʑʉʃ Dʃʐʅʇ Tʔʑʗʒʇ 
This year was truly a wonderful and blessed year for our Greek 
Dance program at St. Spyridon. Through dance, our children and 
young adults not only learned traditional Greek dances, but also 
strengthened their faith, friendships, confidence, and sense of 
community. 
Our program consisted of two groups: the Wonderworkers, for 
students in 1st through 5th grade, and Floga, for students in 6th 
grade through college. Together, over 40 dancers participated in 
our annual showcase, proudly performing the dances they 
worked so hard to learn throughout the year for their moms, dads, 
yiayiades, papoudes, family, and friends. 
Greek dance continues to be much more than learning steps and 
choreography. It is a way for our youth to connect with their herit-
age, build lasting friendships, support one another, and grow in 
confidence both on and off the dance floor. Watching our dancers 
encourage each other, celebrate together, and form deep bonds 
has been one of the greatest blessings of this ministry. 
We are also excited for a busy summer ahead for our Floga danc-
ers, who will be performing at the Holy Trinity Festival, Holy 
Cross festival both days of the St. Spyridon Festival, and Saints 
Constantine and Helen Festival. 
We thank all of our families for their continued love and support 
throughout the year and look forward to another wonderful sea-
son ahead. 
As we look to next year, the Wonderworkers practice will move to 
Fridays.  Registration information for the upcoming dance year 
will be available sometime in August. 
Sophia Christofer 

What an incredible year it has been at Archangels Academy Preschool, ending on a truly joyful note! 
On May 21, we gathered for our Annual Graduation Banquet to celebrate the remarkable growth, accom-
plishments, and memories made throughout the 2025–2026 school year. With hearts full of pride and joy, we 
congratulate our ten graduates as they begin an exciting new chapter in their educational journey. Through-
out the year, we watched these amazing children grow academically, socially, and spiritually. They worked 
hard, formed lasting friendships, built confidence, and achieved milestones they never imagined possible. 
They truly shined like stars, and we know they are ready for the adventures that await them. 
We are truly grateful to all of our wonderful parents for their unwavering love, support, and partnership 
throughout the year. Thank you for entrusting us each day with your most precious gifts—your children. It 
has truly been an honor and a blessing to be a part of their lives. We would also like to thank everyone who 
joined us at our Graduation Banquet to celebrate our shining stars and support our beautiful school. 
As we enjoy these beautiful summer months and take some well-deserved time to rest and recharge, prepa-
rations are already underway for another exciting school year. We are thrilled to announce that Archangels 
Academy Preschool will begin the 2026–2027 school year with a FULL class! We look forward to welcoming 
both our returning families and all of our 
new students into our preschool family. 
Until then, we wish everyone a safe, re-
laxing, and joy-filled summer. May your 
days be filled with sunshine, laughter, 
precious time with family and friends, 
and countless beautiful memories. 
Have a wonderful summer, and we look 
forward to welcoming everyone back in 
September for another amazing year at 
Archangels Academy Preschool! 
Sofea Malamis 
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Yʑʗʐʉ Aʆʗʎʖ Gʔʑʗʒ 
The St. Spyridon YAL has had a successful spring with a variety of events 
from spiritual to social. Our YAL is a community that brings Orthodox 
young adults together to connect spiritually and can foster lasting relation-
ships through Christ. 
We kicked off spring by hosting a Presanctified Liturgy potluck in March. 
We were blessed to have His Grace Bishop Athenagoras, aĴend this service 
and give our young adults an insightful lecture on Orthodoxy. Our potluck 
brought everyone together, from children to adults, where everyone could 
sit down, eat, and learn more about those who have the same faith as them-
selves. Bishop Athenagoras’ lecture was incredibly insightful and encour-
aged the young adults to maintain their faith and strengthen their relation-
ship with God, even when they are met with hardships.  
In April, we had a social event at X’s and O’s; young adults throughout the 
southside came together and rekindled their friendships. Although this was 
a more casual gathering, our young adults had a wonderful time reconnect-
ing with friends and meeting new people who share their Orthodox faith.  
To end the school year, we hosted a BBQ at the end of May at St. Spyridon 
Church. This event was a mix of spiritual and social. YAL brought young 
adults together again to share a meal and strengthen the bonds they made 
at previous events. We were blessed to have so many people in aĴendance 
and enough food to feed everyone. Father George blessed us with a won-
derful spiritual message, which encouraged us all to keep moving forward 
and trust in God while we’re finding our way.  
On Thursday, June 25th, we hosted a mini golf event at PuĴshack in Oak-
brook from 7-9 pm. In July, we will encourage our friends to come to Litur-
gy, then share a meal at Xando, and promote our St. Spyridon Greek Fest.  
We also encourage all of our young adults to volunteer for the fest. Stay 
tuned for more events at the end of each month! 
SubmiĴed by Mariam Xydakis 
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VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL  

St. Spyridon PTA generously supported our students, teachers, and parish community 
the past couple of months. On Mother's Day, the PTA hosted a special Coffee Hour in 
honor of all mothers, featuring a delicious assortment of breakfast pastries, sandwich-
es, fruit skewers, and desserts.  
A Fanari Leadership Award was given to a student who has demonstrated leadership 
within our church and the community. NicoleĴe Dagres will be aĴending a compli-
mentary trip to Fanari Camp during this summer. St. Spyridon PTA also appreciates 
the dedication and hard work put forth from our teachers. They were given a gift card 

to enjoy as a small token of appreciation. Graduates of Archangels Academy and Plutarchos Greek School 
also received a special gift to celebrate their accomplishments. To conclude the school year, all students en-
joyed a sweet treat with either an ice cream sundae bar or popsicles.  
St. Spyridon PTA is always welcoming new members. We invite everyone to join us for our next meeting on 
Sunday, August 16, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. We look forward to seeing you there!  

P.T.A.  

This year's St. Spyridon 2026 Vacation Church School was a great success! We welcomed 42 children, and this 
year's theme was "Super Saints." 
Throughout the week, the children learned about St. John the Baptist, St. George, St. Katherine, St. Nektarios, 
and Sts. Constantine and Helen. Each lesson was reinforced through every part of the day—including the 
classroom lesson, drama, crafts, music, athletics, and even snack time! Our wonderful volunteers found crea-
tive and fun ways to connect every activity to each saint, making the lessons more meaningful for the chil-
dren. They also aĴended Divine Liturgy on Wednesday for the birth of St. John the Baptist, which just so hap-
pened to tie in perfectly this year! How wonderful to come together to worship and receive holy communion! 
The week concluded with the children performing several of the songs they learned, followed by lunch and a 
gelato truck for everyone to enjoy. 
We are grateful for all of the children who joined us this year, and we hope to welcome even more next sum-
mer! We are equally thankful for our incredible volunteers—both adults and teenagers—whose time, energy, 
and love made this year's Vacation Church School such a wonderful week for everyone. 
SubmiĴed by Presvytera Diana Lamberis  
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Sʗʐʆʃʛ Sʅʊʑʑʎ Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʋʑʐ 
As we come to the end of our 
Sunday School year, I would 
like to thank everyone who 
helps our program thrive. To all 
the Sunday School teachers, who 
share their time and talent 
weekly and are commiĴed to 
teaching our Orthodox faith.  
To the parents, or yiayia and papou, who 
bring their children or grandchildren and 
make Sunday School a priority. To the PTA, 
who are always looking for ways to connect 
our Sunday School and Greek School students 
and support us. The list goes on and on,      
because each of us support Sunday School in a 
different way. It is only together that we make 
it a success. Some of our Sunday School   
teachers have taught for over a decade! That is 
a true testament to their level of commitment. 
They serve as role models and play such an 
important part in the lives of their students. 
Students will always remember their Sunday 
School teacher, which is why, I think, many of 
our teachers choose to come back, year after 
year. We are truly blessed to have many stu-
dents enrolled in our program. I look forward 
to our Sunday School family growing and 
continuing to thrive. Congratulations to all of 
our graduates, and best wishes for summer 
“break”.  
--Zoe Kopanis, Sunday School Director  
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Pʎʗʖʃʔʅʊʑʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ 
On Friday, May 22nd we celebrated the end of another memorable school year with our An-
nual End of the Year Program. A special highlight of the evening was the participation of 
our Adult Greek school students. Their heartfelt speeches and wonderful performances 
were a beautiful reminder that learning Greek is truly a lifelong journey! 
Congratulations to all our graduates and many thanks to our teachers for the amazing pro-
gram. Many thanks to our PTA and all that helped with the set up and brought food and 

treats for the reception.  
Don’t Forget! Take advantage of our Early Bird Registration for the 2026-27 school year before July 17th to 
secure your spot and receive early registration benefits.  
We will like to wish everyone a wonderful and restful summer! Καλϱ καλοκαϟρι! 
Mrs. Nicky Glikis, Mrs. Sofia Charalambous, Mrs. Patricia Vythoulkas, Mrs. Anastasia Vossos, Mrs. Stavroula KoutȬ
sis, Mrs. Georgia Georgelos, Mrs. Evi Marouda,  Mrs. Marianna Haniotakis and  Ms. Christina Drikos. 



19 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Plutarchos Academy proudly participated in this year’s Annual Greek Town Beautification Project in Chica-
go! Students and teachers joined the festive ribbon-cuĴing ceremony to celebrate the completion of the beau-
tiful new murals and paintings. This year’s theme was especially meaningful — celebrating the 250th anni-
versary of the United States of America.  
We are thrilled to have contributed with a stunning painting that our talented students named "One Flame, 
Two Nations, Shared Ideals” On the 250th birthday  of the United States of America this artwork celebrates the 
enduring friendship between Greece and the United States, united by the values of freedom, democracy, 
courage, and opportunity. The torch bearing “250” symbolizes a legacy of liberty that continues to inspire 
future generations, while the flowing flags represent the strong bond between two nations connected by his-
tory and shared ideals. The Parthenon honors the birthplace of democracy, and the Chicago skyline reflects 
the promise to curry the torch within our community. Together, these symbols remind us that when people 
stand united in purpose and respect, they can carry the flame of freedom, honor, beauty and hope into the 
future. 
A big heartfelt thank you to the Greek Town Education 
Foundation for making this inspiring project possible 
and for continuing to celebrate and uplift our Greek-
American heritage! 
Next time you are downtown stroll through Halsted 
Street and these art remind you that Hellenism is alive, 
dynamic and proudly rooted here in Chicago.  

Gʔʇʇʍʖʑʙʐ Eʆʗʅʃʖʋʑʐʃʎ Fʑʗʐʆʃʖʋʑʐ 2026 Aʔʖ Pʔʑʌʇʅʖ 

Pʎʗʖʃʔʅʊʑʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ 



20 The Voice 

Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 2026 

Demetri Christofer  
NicoleĴe Dagres 
Mariam Halikias  
Panagiota Korolis 

Elessa McNeill 
Evan Panagiotopoulos 
Marianna Petropoul 
Georgie Theodorou 

Fotini Toulios 
Demi (Demetra) Wagner 

Hʋʉʊ Sʅʊʑʑʎ Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 

Mʋʆʆʎʇ Sʅʊʑʑʎ Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 

Gʇʑʔʉʇ Aʎʇʚ 
George graduated from Carl Sand-
burg High School, where he dedicat-
ed much of his time and energy to 
playing hockey, a sport that taught 
him discipline, teamwork, and resili-
ence. After graduation, he will con-
tinue his education at Moraine Valley 
Community College as he begins ex-
ploring a future career in the medical field. We are 
proud of the young man he is becoming and excited to 
see where his hard work and determination lead him 
next. 
 

Eʎʇʐʋ Bʃʎʖʕʃʕ 
Eleni is the daughter of John and Maria 
Baltsas. Eleni is a graduate of Mother 
McAuley Liberal Arts High School 
where she was part of Mother 
McAuley’s competitive Varsity Cheer 
team. Eleni was active in cheer all 4 

years and also participated in Varsity sideline cheer at 
Brother Rice for 4 years.  Eleni also served as a Student 
Ambassador at McAuley.  Eleni will aĴend the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin- Milwaukee, where she plans to pur-
sue a degree in Business. She also plans to join the uni-
versity’s collegiate cheer team in the fall. 
 
Cʊʔʋʕʖʋʐʃ Dʔʋʍʑʕ 
Graduating from Carl Sandburg 
High School’s 2026 class is Christi-
na Drikos, whose educational 
journey began at St. Spyridon’s 
very own Archangels Academy. 
From then on, she exhibited a nat-
ural talent for teaching others. 
Throughout her high school career, Christina cultivated 
her passion for teaching at St. Spyridon Plutarhos. At 
Greek school, she began as a teacher’s assistant for pre-
school through 1st grade, working with students to cre-
ate the foundational comprehension of the Greek lan-
guage. By the time she reached senior year, she began a 

more advanced teaching role with kindergarten and 
first grade students. However, Christina’s passion for 
education extended beyond Greek School and into the 
broader community through her internship at Meadow 
Ridge School, where she worked with third grade stu-
dents. There, she demonstrated an ability to keep stu-
dents engaged while encouraging curiosity and enthu-
siasm for learning. Christina also shared her talents 
with preschoolers through the CSHS LiĴle Eagles pro-
gram, where her teaching style emphasized both aca-
demic growth and the development of important social 
skills. Christina’s experiences in the classroom have so-
lidified her desire to dedicate her life to supporting chil-
dren and helping them succeed. She will continue pur-
suing that dream at Illinois State University, where she 
plans to major in Special Education with a concentra-
tion in Behavior and Learning Specialist studies. With 
her compassion, creativity, and dedication to education, 
Christina is certain to make a meaningful impact on the 
lives of future students. 
 
Aʐʆʔʇʙ  Sʃʘʃ Kʃʘʘʃʆʃʕ 
Andrew graduated from Amos Alonzo 
Stagg High School. He excelled academi-
cally in math and eco nomics, has a natu-
ral talent for woodworking and welding, 
took lead positions in culinary, and 
breezed through technologies. Andrew 
will aĴend Moraine Valley Community 
College this fall, and wants to pursue career in culinary 
and stock management.  
 

Gʇʑʔʉʇ Dʇʏʇʖʔʋʑʕ 
Kʑʖʖʃʔʃʕ 
George graduated from Marist High 
School. He will aĴend Butler Univer-
sity in Indianapolis to major in Sports 
Media, with a minor in Journalism 
and Business. George is the son of 

Demetria Papadopoulos and Demetrios 
KoĴaras. George has been active in the St. Spyridon 
community throughout his life. He is a graduate of 
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Archangels Academy, Plutarchos Greek School 
(aĴaining the Level A1 Ellinomatheia), and St. Spyri-
don Sunday School. He is an Altar Boy Captain, a 
member of GOYA, a Jr. Olympics participant, and an 
ongoing volunteer with the Food Pantry, Philoptochos, 
and the annual Greek Festival. George has enjoyed 
aĴending Fanari Camp every summer and he is look-
ing forward to Lighthouse Camp this year. He is grate-
ful to his family and his church community for their 
support and guidance throughout his faith journey. At 
Marist High School, he is the Head manager of the Var-
sity Football, Basketball, Baseball and Lacrosse teams, 
as well as the PA Announcer for these teams and sever-
al others. He also helped run the youth basketball sum-
mer camps. George was the recipient of the 2026 Coach 
Roche Managerial Scholarship. Additionally, he is an 
active member of the Student Council, serving as Secre-
tary, National Honor Society, and a Student Ambassa-
dor Officer. As part of Marist High School’s MHS 
News, George is a regular co-anchor for weekly news-
casts, sports roundtables and special reports. He was 
awarded top honors at the 2026 Scholastic Press Associ-
ation of Chicago Awards, individual recognition for 
Excellence for Sports Feature Story, and group recogni-
tion for Superior Broadcast Special Coverage. In class, 
George is an AP Scholar with Honor. He was a Leader 
on his school’s 199th Kairos religious retreat,  a Peer 
Leader for sophomore English classes, and participated 
LiĴle RedHawk tutoring program for grammar school 
children after school. Outside of school, George has 
been a member of the scouting community since third 
grade. As Senior Patrol Leader, his dedication and ser-
vice to the community and Boy Scout Troop 596, culmi-
nated this year with him aĴaining the rank of Life 
Scout. 
 
Zʃʈʋʔʋ Mʃʎʃʏʋʕ 
Zafiri graduated from Lemont High 
School. His educational journey be-
gan at St. Spyridon’s Archangels 
Academy Preschool, and he also 
aĴended Plutarchos Greek School, 
where he continued to grow in his 
faith and Greek heritage. While 
aĴending Lemont High School, Zafiri 
played baseball and was actively in-
volved throughout his high school years. This fall, he 
will continue his education at Moraine Valley Commu-
nity College.   

 

Kʃʖʇʔʋʐʃ Pʃʐʃʉʋʑʖʑʒʑʗʎʑʕ 
Katerina graduated from Victor J. An-
drew High School, where she pur-
sued rigorous academic, athletic and 
extra-curricular paths.  During her 
high school career, she was recog-
nized for the following academic and 
service achievements: Top 1% of the 
class of 2026; T-Bolt Legacy Award 

for over 150 hours of dedicated service to Andrew’s 
community; Illinois State Scholar; AP Scholar with Dis-
tinction; and Andrew Scholar Athlete Award for main-
taining a GPA greater than 3.5 all 4 years.  She had the 
honor of competing with Andrew’s Varsity Dance team 
all 4 years, a highly awarded team recognized both as a 
top-10 State finalist and National finalist.  Throughout 
her team tenure, she was recognized as a leader and 
named All-Conference Athlete, All-State Athlete, and 
Team MVP.  She was an active member within the fol-
lowing school organizations: National Honors Society 
as Secretary for 2 years; Spanish Honors Society; T-Bolt 
Pep Club as Social Media manager for 2 years; Varsity 
Athletic Leadership Team; Junior Class President with-
in Student Government and a member of the Greek 
Club.  However, her most rewarding time was spent 
giving back to Andrew’s community as a Peer Helper 
Lead where she worked with peers living with neuro-
divergent conditions, working with elementary school 
children as VALT leader, and tutoring underclassman 
as a Center Tutor Lead.  Katerina has been a devoted 
member of the St. Spyridon community since early 
childhood having aĴended Archangels Academy, Plu-
tarchos Greek school, Elinomatheia and Sunday 
school.  Her fondest memories within the community 
were spent as a Handmaiden and volunteering during 
the church’s summer festival and summer camps and 
competing in Junior Olympics.  She will be aĴending 
Miami University of Ohio in the fall, where she will 
major in Biology and minor in Neuroscience.  She will 
also be competing as a Division 1 athlete as a member 
of Miami University’s Dance team.  Her passion for 
helping others and her strong sense of community built 
within the church and school, has inspired her to pur-
sue a future career in healthcare.  

Cʑʐʕʖʃʐʖʋʐʑʕ Tʑʗʎʋʑʕ 
Constantinos has been accepted to Cen-
tral Michigan University. He will be 
majoring in Economics and Pre-Law. 
Constantinos has signed to play Divi-
sion Three Hockey for Central Michi-
gan this fall.   

Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 2026 
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Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 2026 
Cʑʎʎʇʉʇ Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 

Mʃʔʋʃ Cʊʋʄʗʅʑʕ 
Maria Chibucos, daughter of 
Caryn Chibucos and the late 
Nicholas Chibucos, graduated 
from Saint Mary’s College of 
Notre Dame with a Bachelor of 
Arts, double majoring in Sociolo-
gy & Criminology and Philoso-
phy. Throughout her undergrad-
uate years, she dedicated herself to professional develop-
ment, leadership, and research. She worked as a Law 
Clerk with the Office of the Illinois AĴorney General, 
where she assisted in preparing briefs and motions and 
conducted legal research. She also served as a Judicial 
Intern in the Chambers of the Honorable Elizabeth Hur-
ley, observing civil and criminal proceedings, analyzing 
judicial reasoning, and assisting with case documenta-
tion and courtroom administration. On campus, she 
served as Co-President of the Notre Dame Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship, led discussions in the Philosophy 
Reading Club, and contributed as a Community Out-
reach Board Member for the Sociology Club. During her 
summers, Maria also volunteered as a camp counselor at 
Fanari Camp. A devoted member of St. Spyridon, Maria 
grew up aĴending Plutarchos Greek School, Sunday 
School, and participating in Greek Dance, GOYA, Junior 
Olympics, Handmaidens, Myrofores, and Byzantine 
Chant School. She continues to give back through her 
service at the annual Greek Fest. She is deeply grateful 
for the philoxenia and love of the St. Spyridon communi-
ty, especially for the care packages and prayers that re-
minded her of home throughout her college journey. 
 

Tʑʏʏʛ Dʃʉʔʇʕ 
Tommy Dagres graduated in December 
2025 from the University of Illinois Chi-
cago with a Bachelor’s degree in Me-
chanical Engineering. Shortly after 
graduation, he accepted his first profes-
sional position in the City of Chicago, 
reflecting his dedication, perseverance, 
and strong work ethic. Tommy looks 

forward to building a career focused on innovation, pro-
fessional excellence, and service to the community. 
Raised in the St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church par-
ish community, Tommy aĴended Archangels Academy 
Preschool, Plutarchos Greek School, Sunday School, and 
Ellinomatheia classes. He served as an altar boy and par-
ticipated in the Floga dance troupe, Byzantine chant, 
GOYA, church retreats, the Oratorical Festival, parish 

festivals, and Fanari Camp, while also volunteering 
within the Greek School community. His lifelong com-
mitment to faith, family, and community has helped 
shape the person he is today, and he looks forward to a 
future of continued growth, achievement, and service. 
 

Aʆʔʋʃʐʃ Kʋʎʋʃʕ 
Andriana Kilias graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science from Saint Xavier 
University in May 2026. She has 
worked as a pharmacy technician at 
Walgreens for the last four years. In 
August 2026 she will begin PharmD 
studies at University of Illinois Chica-
go in the Class of 2030.  
 

Mʃʔʋʃ Mʃʎʃʏʋʕ 
Maria graduated from the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign with a Bache-
lor’s in Speech and Hearing Science. Dur-
ing her time at UIUC, she served on the 
executive board for the Orthodox Chris-
tian Fellowship, where she helped organ-
ize community service initiatives, volun-
teer events, and faith-based activities on 
campus. This fall, she will continue her 

education at Governor State University, where she will 
pursue a Master of Science in Speech-Language Patholo-
gy. Maria would like to thank the St. Spyridon commu-
nity and her friends and family for their love and sup-
port throughout the years!   
Cʊʔʋʕʖʑʕ Pʃʔʃʕʍʇʘʑʒʑʗʎʑʕ 
Christos Paraskevopoulos gradu-
ated from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale with a Bache-
lor of Science degree in Aviation 
Management and Aviation 
Flight. During his time at SIU, 
Christos earned his Private Pilot 
Certificate, Instrument Rating, 
and Commercial Pilot Certificate, 
and is currently working toward his Multi-Engine Rat-
ing. Following graduation, he plans to continue his flight 
training by earning his Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) 
certificate, with the goal of becoming a flight instructor 
to build flight experience as he works toward a career as 
an airline pilot. Christos would like to thank his family, 
friends, instructors, and the St. Spyridon community for 
all of their love and support throughout his journey. He 
is the son of Paul and Calliope Paraskevopoulos and the 
grandson of Christos Catsogiannis. 



23 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇʕ 2026 
Mʃʔʋʃʏ Xʛʆʃʍʋʕ 
Mariam graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of Illinois Chicago with a bach-
elor's in Anthropology. While at UIC, she presented her research on the Greek and Armeni-
an Genocide to her department and was awarded the Terry award for being an outstanding 
and dedicated student. Over the summer, Mariam will be part of a field school to hone the 
anthropology skills she learned at UIC. Mariam hopes to one day work in a museum and to 
continue her research on the Greek and Armenian Genocide.  

Aʎʇʚʃʐʆʔʃ ‘Aʎʇʅʋʃ’ Cʊʋʄʗʅʑʕ 
Alexandra ‘Alecia’ Chibucos, wife of 
Zachary Chibucos, graduated from Uni-
versity of Notre Dame with a Master of 
Science in Business. During her time in 
the graduate program, she was pub-
lished as a second author in Organiza-
tion Science, one of the top journals in 
the field, and has another second-author 

research paper under review at another leading journal. 
Her research areas included sportsmanship, underdog 
mindsets, meaning in work, employee free speech and 
organizational censorship, and bridging partisan di-
vides in the workplace. Her primary research focus ex-
amined prosocial behaviors between individuals who 
are members of opposing groups in the workplace, in-
spired by the teachings on loving one’s enemies.  

Aʐʆʔʇʃʕ N Cʊʔʋʕʖʛ, DO 
Andreas graduated from the Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. During 
his medical school career, he spent time 
studying in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Florida, Ohio, Illinois and Michigan. His 
favorite part of medical school was seeing 
his patients smile and receiving his annu-
al care package from the Philoptochos. 
He plans on starting his residency training in July 2026! 
 

Iʔʇʐʃ Kʃʔʑʒʗʎʑʕ 
Irena graduated from Lewis Universi-
ty with her Master of Education in 
ESL Curriculum and Instruction. 
Throughout her program at Lewis, 
she earned a 4.0 GPA and she bal-
anced graduate school with her full-
time job as an EL/English teacher, as 
well as being a sponsor of Yearbook 

club, Project Diversity, and Greek club. She 
loves working with emergent bilingual students and 
enjoys seeing them grow in their English proficien-
cy skills. She believes her students' identities and lin-
guistic backgrounds are truly unique, and she values 

their diverse cultures within her lessons. Irena hopes to 
teach classes at the college level and she will continue to 
support all of her students with their future endeavors. 
She is very thankful to the St. Spyridon community 
who has shown her love and support throughout her 
educational journey! She is the daughter of John and 
Kathy Karopulos. 
 

Vʋʘʋʃʐ Kʋʎʋʃʕ 
Vivian Kilias graduated in May 2026 
with a Law Degree from Chicago-Kent 
College of Law.  Vivian was an educa-
tor prior to pursuing her law de-
gree.  She has a Bachelor’s of Education 
from Lewis University and taught for 
high school for two years.  Vivian clerked at Beerman 
LLP during her law school years. 
 

Aʖʊʃʐʃʕʋʃ Pʃʔʃʕʍʇʘʑʒʑʗʎʑʕ 
Athanasia Paraskevopoulos grad-
uated from Midwestern Universi-
ty, earning her Master of Science 
in Speech-Language Pathology 
with highest honors. Throughout 
her graduate program, she has 
gained extensive clinical experi-
ence working with diverse pediat-
ric populations, developing skills 
in assessment, intervention, and collaborative care. Atha-
nasia was an active member of the National Student 
Speech Language Hearing Association, where she further 
strengthened her commitment to the field through pro-
fessional involvement and service. Following graduation, 
Athanasia will begin her career as a Clinical Fellow 
Speech-Language Pathologist, serving students at Riley 
Elementary school in Arlington Heights and Frost Ele-
mentary school in Mount Prospect within Community 
Consolidated School District 21. She would like to thank 
the St. Spyridon Community and her friends and family 
for their love and support throughout the years. Athana-
sia is the daughter of Paul and Calliope Paraskevopoulos 
and granddaughter of Christos Catsogiannis who have 
been members since the Roseland years.  

Gʔʃʆʗʃʖʇ Sʖʗʆʇʐʖʕ 
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St. Spyridon Philoptochos 
Coming To The Aid Of Those In Need 

In addition to our monthly national & Metropolis 
financial commitments, a look at how our St. Spyri-
don chapter has provided for those in need with 
outreach and for our parish: 

Aʗʉʗʕʖ 2025 
· Delivery of backpacks to Almost Home, Oak Lawn 
· Visit to Greek American Nursing Home 
· Donation of $1000 to His Grace Bishop Athenagoras of 

Myrina for mission work in Caribbean 
· Donation of $2000 for caregiving services to a parish fam-

ily in need 
Sʇʒʖʇʏʄʇʔ 2025 

· Members provided 2 weeks of meals for a parish family in 
need 

· Supported Metropolis Philoptochos September Lunch-
eon 

· Attended Christianiki Philoxenia – SS. Constantine & 
Helen, Palos Hills 

· Hellenic College/Holy Cross Seminary National Commit-
ment 

· Retired Clergy/Widowed Presbyteres National Commit-
ment 

 
Oʅʖʑʄʇʔ 2025 

· Monthly Breakfast Gathering – giving back to restau-
rants who support our chapter & parish – Blueberry 
Fields, South Holland 

· Visit to Greek American Nursing Home 
· College Outreach Packages sent to St. Spyridon college 

students 
· Operation Classroom – donation of math and reading 

supplies to Blue Island elementary school 
· Community Outreach – Winter Coat Drive for Together 

We Cope, Tinley Park 
· Attended Christianiki Philoxenia – Holy Cross, Justice 
· Theater Outing to Drury Lane, Oak Brook 
· Emergency Philoptochos Fund National Commitment 

Nʑʘʇʏʄʇʔ 2025 
· Philoptochos Sunday – passing of special tray for Patriar-

chate Fund 
· Monthly Breakfast & celebrating patron saints of 

Philoptochos, Sts. Cosmas & Damianos, Southfork, Or-
land Park 

· Feed The Hungry at Annunciation  
· Attended Christianiki Philoxenia – Assumption Homer 

Glen  
· Thanksgiving Food Pantry $500 Donation 
· Philoptochos partners with Floga Dancers - Book Drive 

for University of Illinois Chicago Hospital Pediatrics & 
Neonatal Unit   

· Operation Classroom – collected Hats, Mittens, Scarves 
for Palos School District 128 

· Operation Classroom - 15 Backpacks donated for Palos 
School District 128 

· Prison Ministry Donation of crosses for inmates visited 
by Fr. George 

· Ecumenical Patriarchate National Commitment 
· Benevolent Fund National Commitment 

Dʇʅʇʏʄʇʔ 2025 
· 43rd Annual Christmas Craft Show & Food Festival  - 

proceeds to St. Spyridon Building Fund - $5000; Crisis 
Center of South Suburbia - $1000;  Bishop Athenagoras – 
Mission Work in Caribbean - $2500 for wheelchairs 

· Operation Classroom Giving Tree – Gift Cards for Teens  
· St. Spyridon Vespers with Refreshments  
· St. Spyridon Feast Day and Luncheon for Guests  
· Christmas Gifts of Love Monetary Donations to parish-

ioners in need 
· Christmas Food Pantry $500 Donation 
· Christmas Luncheon Party – Kefi Restaurant with Toy 

Drive for Courage Group, Oak Lawn  
· Philoptochos with Floga Dancers – Presentation of col-

lected books to UIC Hospital – Pediatrics & Neonatal 
Units  

· United Nations International Children’s Emergency Na-
tional Commitment 

· General Medical Fund National Commitment 
Jʃʐʗʃʔʛ 2026 

· Membership Drive Kick-Off Every Sunday of January 
· Membership Mix & Mingle - Zachary’s, Palos Heights 
· Attended Metropolis Vasilopita at St. Andrew -with bus 

transportation provided by Hellenic Foundation Golden 
Circle Program for southside parishes 

· Winter Warm Up Soup Fundraiser - partial proceeds to 
Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation  

· Cancer & Other Major Illnesses National Commitment 
· Social Services National Commitment 
· St. Basil Academy & Youth/Young Adult Programs Na-

tional Commitment 
Fʇʄʔʗʃʔʛ 2026 

· Go Red Sunday – Wearing red to support Women’s 
Heart Health Awareness with Healthy Coffee Social & 
blood pressure readings  

· Monthly Breakfast Gathering at Harvest Room, Palos 
Heights 

· College Outreach – Lent Package sent to St. Spyridon 
college students 

· Presentation of $1000 Donation to Pediatric Oncology 
Treasure Chest Foundation, Tinley Park 

· Clean Monday – hosted Koulouma dinner  
· Presentation of $1000 donation to Crisis Center of South 

Suburbia, Orland Park 
· Theater Outing - Musical “Les Miserables”  
· St. Photios National Shrine National Commitment 

Mʃʔʅʊ 2026 
· Visit of His Eminence Metropolitan Ambrosios of Korea 

& Exarch of Japan – co-hosted Pre-Sanctified Dinner 
with GOYA – Presentation of $500 Donation  
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· Monthly Breakfast Gathering at Blissful Banana, Orland 
Park 

· Loukoumades – Sunday of the Holy Cross  
· Attended Metropolis Lenten Retreat at St. George, 

Schererville with bus provided by Hellenic Foundation 
for southside parishioners 

· Donation of Lenten Koulouria for SS. Constantine & 
Helen for ordination of Bishop Dionysios  

· Altar Freezer donated by Morfo Bountinas 
· Metropolis Philanthropy Commitment 
· Support A Mission Priest Fund National Commitment 
· Orthodox Missions Fund National Commitment 

Hellenic College/Holy Cross Lenten Fund National 
Commitment 

Aʒʔʋʎ 2026 
· Easter Bake Sale Fundraiser on Palm Sunday  
· Dying of Red Eggs on Holy Tuesday 
· Lenten Centerpieces -re-designed by Yiannoula Malfas; 

$500 donation by Kiki Marinos Georgacopoulos 
· Feed the Hungry at Annunciation 
· Easter Gifts of Love Monetary Donations to parishion-

ers in need 
· Easter Food Pantry $500 Donation 
· Attended Bright Friday at St. Iakovos Retreat Center 

with bus provided by Hellenic Foundation for 
southside parishioners 

· Attended Christianiki Philoxenia at St. Nicholas  
· Metropolis Bishop’s Welfare Fund Commitment 
· Metropolis Membership Commitment 
·  IOCC National Commitment 
· Sisterhood of St. Basil Academy National Commitment 

Mʃʛ 2026 
· Take ‘N Bake Pita Fundraiser with portion of proceeds 

to Philoxenia House 
· New aprons for members donated by Chris Alexopou-

los 
· Theater Outing to “Les Miserables” 
· Monthly Breakfast Gathering at Stacked, Oak Lawn  
· Eldercare National Commitment 

Jʗʐʇ 2026 
· Christianiki Philoxenia at St. Spyridon  
· 5th Annual Cancer Walk - Paraklesis, Memorial & 

Luncheon - $7000 Donation benefitting Testicular Can-
cer 

· Philoptochos Scholarships – Peter Manasses Memorial 
Scholarships – 4 awards totaling $12,000 - donated by 
Tina Manasses in memory of her husband, Peter 

· Preparation for Festival Pitas & Pastries 
· Prison Ministry National Commitment 

Jʗʎʛ 2026 
· Annual Greek Festival 

Aʗʉʗʕʖ 2026 
· Ronald McDonald House Meal with Men’s Minis-

try – preparing & serving 

Our Philoptochos from 
St. Spyridon enjoyed a 

fun evening aĴending the 
theater classic,  
Les Miserables.  

Many thanks to our So-
cial CommiĴee for or-

ganizing this event and 
other outings throughout 

the year. 

A special birthday for a spe-
cial lady, longtime St. Spyri-

don Philoptochos member 
Toula Georgiopoulos!  

She’s done it all - many 
terms as president, as well 

as Metropolis Board member 
and National Board member. 

Many more years! Χρϱνια 
ΠολλΣ!  

Pʊʋʎʑʒʖʑʅʊʑʕ 
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On Saturday, June 13, the St. Spyri-
don Philoptochos held their 5th An-
nual Walk Against Cancer. Well 
over a hundred and thirty 
aĴendees participated in the event 

representing numerous churches.  
The day began offering prayers in a Paraklesis 
Service to St. Nektarios. Names were read of 
those currently baĴling a cancer diagnosis and 
for the wellness of those who have survived their cancer.   
Immediately after the service, all participants began the Walk 
which is held as a remembrance of the struggles endured by 
those we’ve lost to cancer. We ended the half-mile Walk at St. 
Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox Church where a Memorial    
Service was held. At this service, names were read of those 
who succumbed to their cancer. The return half-mile Walk 
was held in celebration of those who have survived their can-
cer and lead us into the hall of St. Spyridon where all partici-
pants gathered for lunch and camaraderie.  
Fr. George Lamberis and Fr. Mousa Haddad joined in the 
spirit of Pan-Orthodoxy on behalf of this event offering   
prayers, love, strength and hope.  
The Walk Against Cancer held their first event in June of 
2022. Since that Walk ALL monies donated have been distrib-
uted – in full – to the following organizations:  2022 - $5,000 – 
American Cancer Society, 2023 - $5,000 -University of Chica-
go: Pediatric Cancer Wing, 2024 - $5,000 – American Liver 
Foundation, 2025 - $7,500 – National Ovarian Cancer Coali-
tion (NOCC), and this year’s recipient will be the Testicular 
Cancer Awareness Foundation.  
The commiĴee members thank everyone who participated in 
this event. It reaches beyond our Philoptochos Chapter and it 
reaches beyond our church’s walls. Families, individuals, sen-
iors in their 90’s, young adults, teens and newborn babies all 
participated this year. We welcome all to join us in this fight.    
A sincere and humble ‘thank you’ to our participants and do-
nors. See you next year!  

Pʊʋʎʑʒʖʑʅʊʑʕ Wʃʎʍ Aʉʃʋʐʕʖ Cʃʐʅʇʔ 
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Pʊʋʎʑʒʖʑʅʊʑʕ ʒʔʇʕʇʐʖʕ ʖʊʇ  
2026 Pʇʖʇʔ Mʃʐʃʕʕʇʕ Mʇʏʑʔʋʃʎ Sʅʊʑʎʃʔʕʊʋʒ 

On Sunday, June 14th, the St. Spyridon Philoptochos Society presented the 2026 Peter Manasses Memorial 
Scholarships to four exceptional young women from our parish.   
These annual awards recognize students who demonstrate outstanding academic achievements, leadership, 
and a commitment to community service.  
This year's distinguished high school winners are Katerina Panagiotopoulos, who will be aĴending Miami 
University (Ohio), and Anna-Maria Manĵilas, who has been admiĴed to Nova Southeastern University. The 
undergraduate recipients are Dena Prassas, who currently aĴends Butler University, and Victoria Zdenovec, 
who is enrolled at the Kelley School of Business at Indiana University.  
These scholars, who were selected by the Philoptochos scholarship commiĴee, embody the core values of 
hard work, perseverance, and dedication to their communities. The organization feels incredibly blessed by 
Mrs. Manasses’s profound generosity, supporting these awards for the fifth year in a row to honor her late 
husband’s values and legacy.  Warmest congratulations and blessings to all the recipients and their families! 

Cʊʔʋʕʖʋʃʐʋʍʋ Pʊʋʎʑʚʇʐʋʃ  
The Christianiki Philoxenia gathering is always highly anticipated by our 
southside seniors, this time hosted by St. Spyridon Philoptochos. The φιλϱτιΐο 
shown by our Philoptochos was felt by over 150 guests! 
The gathering for Divine Liturgy and luncheon for our seniors is rotated by the 
parishes of Ss. Constantine & Helen-Palos Hills, St. Nicholas-Oak Lawn, Holy 
Cross-Justice, Assumption Homer Glen, All Saints-Joliet, Annunciation-
Kankakee and St. Spyridon. Our Philoxenia brings together seniors from these 
parishes for a day of faith, fellowship and fun. 
It was a big party! Special recognition for birthdays and feast days were cele-
brated. Everyone joined in to sing and dance to traditional songs. 
Chairladies Toula Georgiopoulos, Olga Paxinos and Maria Karamangianis did 
an outstanding job with aĴention to every detail. 
Our very own Chef Dean Eliacostas and his crew prepared a delicious lunch-
eon. 
Special thanks to Sophia Kopanitsanos and Dina Katsoulis for preparing the 
Artous and bread for the tables. 
All of our Philoptochos ladies assisted to make everything special for our 
guests. 
A special treat this year - music by Grecian Formula! 
Και του χρϱνου!  



Hi everyone! 
Hope all is well & that your summer is off to a great 
start!  We wanted to thank everyone for participating in 
the Junior Olympics!  We had another great turn-out 
this year with over 80 kids participating and although it 
started out cloudy & on the cool side, the weather even-
tually was once again beautiful and made for a won-
derful weekend!   
Thank you to Father George for all of your guidance 
and support & also those in the office - Kalli, Gus & 
Marianna - for all your assistance.  Also, thank you to 
Father George, Maria Tsinoukas and Vicky Argyropou-
los for another awesome design of the t-shirts! 
We also would like to thank all of the coaches below for 
their hard work!  It is a huge commitment with all of 
the practices, the games, etc. & doing their best to make 
sure all of the kids have fun!  A great job by all & thank 
you again, it is much appreciated! 

Cʑʃʅʊʇʕ: 
Basketball: 
Aris Halikias (ages 7-10 & 11-13) 
William Karopulos (ages 7-10 & 11-13) 
 

Soccer: 
Terry Pappas (ages 7-9) 
Kosta Vasilopoulos &Apostoli Har-
daloupas (ages 10-12) 
Apostoli Hardaloupas (ages 10-12) 
Angelo Velissaris & Bill Tsoukalas (ages 13-15) 
Bill Tsoukalas (ages 13-15)Michael Haniotakis  & Andy 
Watne (ages 16-18) 

Volleyball (girls 13-18): 
Kleopatra "Kleo" Vasiliades & Andreana Kekempanos 

Softball (ages (13-18): 
Tom Bisbikis 

Track & Field (ages 7-18): 
Rob McNeill & Niki McNeill 

Swimming (ages 7-18): 
Mihael Karanastasis & Sofia Sofou 

Bowling (ages 13-18): 
Connie Briseno 

A ʕʗʏʏʃʔʛ ʑʈ ʕʑʏʇ ʑʈ  
ʖʊʇ ʊʋʉʊʎʋʉʊʖʕ: 

This was the third year of bowling after the Metropolis 
brought it back a couple of years ago and it kicked off 
the weekend on Friday night.  We had nine bowlers 
(two teams of four plus an alternate) and once again 
everyone seemed to have a great time. Maria Petrakos 
earned the bronze medal for St. Spyridon!  
This is a really fun event where the kids & everyone 
have a chance to just hang out, bowl, have some pizza, 
etc. and it's all covered by the parish.  Hopefully next 
year we will have even more bowlers! 
Both of our basketball teams played exceptionally well 
and competed in exciting games. Our 7–10 team got off 
to a strong start, winning its opening game before fall-
ing in the next round, while our 11–13 team baĴled 
hard in a closely contested game but came up just 
short. Both teams represented St. Spyridon with great 
effort and sportsmanship, and the experience will serve 
as a wonderful foundation for the future.  
In recent years, our volleyball players joined with Holy 
Cross to form a combined team. Last year, however, we 
had enough girls to field our own team, and this year 
we were blessed to have both our own girls' and boys' 
teams. While neither team advanced, both competed 
with great effort and enthusiasm. More importantly, it 
was wonderful to see so many of our youth represent-
ing St. Spyridon, building friendships, developing their 
skills, and laying a strong foundation for the future of 
our volleyball program.  

We had a softball team for the first time that I can re-
member and they played well, had the lead for much of 
the game though could not hold on for the win.  One 
unique highlight was His Eminence Metropolitan Na-
thanael pinch hiĴing and running for both teams dur-
ing the game.  It was great that we had our own team & 
the kids had a lot of fun so a great experience for them 
going forward.  
Our soccer teams won some & lost some - the 7-9 team 
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had a tough game and did not advance and our 10-12 team 
won their first game 5-1 though did not advance.  Our 13-15 
team started out strong with a 8-0 win though tied their 
next game 2-2 and lost on penalty kicks.  For 16-18, we did 
not have enough kids for our own team so they combined 
with Holy Cross.  Our kids played great and were the driv-
ing force for an impressive run to the gold medal game 
which they won after a double shoot-out!   That was awe-
some, congratulations to them & next year we definitely 
hope to have our own 16-18 team & kudos again! 

For the board games, Platon Belesiotis won the silver in 
Chess (16-18). 
For Track & Field we had the following medals: 
Andreas Baltsas - Bronze - Boys, 11-12 Long Jump 
Eva Hardaloupas - Silver - Girls 16-18 1,600 Meters 
Vasiliki Haĵidimitriadis - Bronze - Girls 13-15 1,600 Meters 
Niko Korolis - Silver - Boys 13-15 400 Meters 
Elessa McNeill - Gold - Girls 16-18 800 Meters 
Elessa McNeill - Gold - Girls 13-15 1,600 Meters 
Sophia McNeill - Gold - Girls 13-15 800 Meters 
Adult division: Amy Korolis - Gold - Women 10K 
 

Congratulations to all of the medal winners & participants!! 
Thank you again everyone & until next year, have a great 
summer!                                  Nick Tsinoukas and Demetrius Marines 

2026 Jʗʐʋʑʔ Oʎʛʏʒʋʅʕ 
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For swimming after nearly a decade, Mario Hal-
ikias passed the coaching reins to Mihael Karana-
stasis & Sofia Sofou. Thank you Mario for the im-
pressive run and helping turn St. Spyridon into a 
swimming powerhouse!  The team had an excel-
lent year as they won 23 medals - 7 Gold, 12 Silver 
& 4 Bronze.  An impressive performance & below 
are the medal winners with their events: 
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Tʊʇ Gʔʇʃʖ Mʋʔʃʅʎʇ ʑʈ Sʖ. Sʒʛʔʋʆʑʐ ʑʐ Aʗʉʗʕʖ 11, 1716 

Vigil of St. Spyridon on  
Monday, August 10th at 7:00 pm 

Our holy father among the saints, Spyridon, wrought 
miracles at all times.  However, the most exceptional 
and remarkable one was whereby he preserved 
Kerkyra impregnable in the face of the Turkish inva-
sion of 1716.  Every corner of the island marvels and 
proclaims this extraordinary event in a resounding 
voice.  The maĴer took place as follows: 
 War erupted between the Venetians and Ishmaelites 
(Turks), resulting in the capture of the Pelopon-
nesos.  The Turks considered it to their advantage to 
take Kerkyra also.  Therefore, on the 24th day of June, 
in the year 1716, a powerful Turkish fleet sailed into 
the city’s harbor.  Due to this unexpected move, the 
inhabitants were overwhelmed 
and surprised.  A great army of 
Turks landed on the beautiful 
island shores, their purpose be-
ing to lay siege and pillage the 
island by land and sea. 
 A fierce baĴle ensued, but the 
barbarians succeeded in over-
powering the Christians by fire 
and sword.  After fifty days of 
violent combat, the infidels’ 
main thrust came to be directed 
against the city of 
Kerkyra.  Then, the beleaguered 
Orthodox Christians, having no 
other recourse, sought refuge in 
their holy hierarch and defend-
er, Saint Spyridon.  Day and 
night, they entreated him with 
tears and vigils, begging him to rescue them from im-
minent annihilation.  (Verily, this occurred!) 
 One day, the Turkish army stormed the outer walls 
of the city (and shortly after, many of them met an 
evil end, as they were evil).  They were vanquished by 
the intervention of the wonderworking Spyri-
don.  The outcome of this further enraged the barbari-
ans, so they marched on the outlying towns, com-
miĴing heartless and brutal murders wherever they 
went.  In addition to this, they threatened new raids 
which would exterminate all the natives either by an 
evil death or by biĴer enslavement. 
 The hapless islanders intensified their vigils and 
prayers to the saint to deliver them from this peril.  At 
the point where they anticipated defeat by the Turks, 

suddenly, at dawn, our great father Spyridon ap-
peared against them, accompanied by a vast celestial 
host, wielding a sword of lightning in his hand with 
which he angrily scaĴered the marauders.  This awe-
some sight struck panic in their ranks, and they 
turned to flight; their eyesight having been darkened, 
they were cast into confusion and slew one anoth-
er.  Therefore, they were routed, driven from the land 
by fear rather than by fire, sword, or any adver-
sary.  All this was accomplished solely by Saint Spyri-
don and the incorporeal hosts of heaven. 
 Meanwhile, the infantry and cavalrymen fled, and 
the fleet sailed away in the face of the great power of 
the holy hierarch, which delivered the city of 
Kerkyra.  However, after calm was restored 

(unbeknownst to the is-
landers), the Kerkyraeans ex-
pected further aĴacks, yet 
there was no enemy in sight, 
nor sound to be heard; only 
absolute silence.  Therefore, 
being puzzled by these peculi-
ar circumstances, they left the 
city walls and proceeded in 
the direction of the enemy 
tents.  It was then that they 
realized that a miracle had tak-
en place, to their uĴer amaze-
ment, and with sheer delight, 
they leapt for joy.  For strange 
it was and unprecedented for 
Turks to disappear and leave 
all their gear behind.  As they 
fled, they acknowledged to 
everyone wherever they went 

that they were driven out by a venerable monk (that 
is, Saint Spyridon) and a glorious celestial army 
which appeared in the air, forcing them out with great 
speed. 
 Therefore, with extreme reverence everyone hastened 
to render honor and chant hymns of thanksgiving to 
the wonderworking hierarch.  Furthermore, the ex-
pulsion was acknowledged by the Venetians (who 
ruled the island at the time), who proclaimed the res-
cue by the saint and the Christ-loving heavenly host, 
and honored them with a procession and hymns of 
praise.  The memory of this miracle is celebrated on 
the 11th of August.  
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