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President’s Letter 
Χριστός Ανέστη ! 

Dear St. Spyridon Parish Family, 

May all of us and our families be staying healthy and prospering. Our 

parish received many blessings this Lenten Sarakosti with Fr. George 

guiding us and inspiring us, through the intercessions of our beloved Pa-

tron Saint Spyridon, to experience and participate in the many beautiful 

holy services and sacraments. Thank you to Nick Argyropoulos, Gus 

Kolyvas and all of the parish council for their efforts and leadership, 

church office and maintenance staff, and all of the volunteers for support-

ing Father’s efforts by helping to maintain a welcoming and peaceful 

church order. We are thankful to Fr. Christodoulos from Colorado for joining us for the Palm Sunday weekend 

and the well-attended Lenten Retreat to provide us and our children with spiritual guidance about these holy 

days and times. We were blessed to also see Theofilestatos Athenagoras from the Metropolis of Mexico, as he 

was passing through to minister the Holy Week services in the Cayman Islands. We were honored to receive 

Bishop Timothy of Hexamilion, from our Chicago Metropolis, as he ministered the Holy Friday, Apokathelosis 

service. 

The parish council met in early April and approved various parish items that included the Greek Independence 

Day Parade registration fee, Greek School Summer Camp, Festival tent rentals, Festival Raffle prizes, Golf Out-

ing fees, confessional room renovation and replacement of the exterior gymnasium lights. 

Golfers, volunteers, sponsors, basket and prize donors are needed for the St. Spyridon 25th Annual Golf Outing. 

The outing is scheduled to take place on Thursday, June 9th at the Odyssey Country Club in Tinley Park. It 

would be nice to see everyone for dinner and cocktails at 5:00PM if you are unable to golf. Thank you to Nick 

Kournetas for volunteering to lead the Golf Outing fundraiser. 

The St. Spyridon Festival needs volunteers. It is scheduled to take place on Saturday, July 9th and Sunday, July 

10th. The raffle will take place on Sunday, July 10th, at 10:00pm. Volunteers are needed to help set up the Festi-

val areas in the days before the Festival, work during the Festival and assist with take down the Monday after 

the Festival. Festival departments that need volunteers include: Admissions, Advertising, Baking, Bar, Café 

Opa, Cleaning, Cooking, Decorations, Raffle, Security, Set up, and Take down. 

Please volunteer for the Golf Outing and Festival, or any of the parish 

committees by contacting Fr. George, any parish council member or the 

church office at (708) 354-2311 for more information. 

Thank you Fr. George, parish council members, all of the church organ-

izations and committees, the parishioners, volunteers and donors for 

helping our parish and families by supporting, participating and lead-

ing the church ministries. 

May St. Spyridon continue to guide us and protect us. 

Humbly submitted, Frank Kopanis 
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Parish Family of Saint Spyridon,  
 

Christ is Risen! Χριστός Ανέστη!  
 

What a blessing it was to share our first Holy Pascha together! I was deep-
ly moved by the beautiful chanting, the participation of our altar boys and 
myrophores, and the offering of time that many people shared to clean and 
help execute our beautiful services throughout the week.  
 

On Holy Pascha, as we sat in darkness and waited in great anticipation for 
the reception of His light, I found myself contemplating the love of God for 
all of us.  God became flesh on earth so that one day we could have the op-
portunity to live in the Kingdom.  God sacrificed himself here on earth so 
that we could live forever in the Kingdom of heaven.   
 

What a beautiful display of love! God gives us this amazing gift, and he 
displays it throughout Holy Week.  The great gift of God’s love is offered 
to us so that we may also share the love and joy of the Resurrection with 
the world!     
 

Saint Paul writes in Ephesians 5:8: “You are in darkness but now I need 
you to walk as children of light.” When our church is dark on Holy Pascha, 
it symbolizes our old ways – our life without Christ. We have now re-
ceived the light and now Saint Paul wants us to walk as Children of light.   
 

How do we  walk as Children of Light?  
 

First, we make the choice to give God ALL of who we are because He gave 
us all of Himself.  This saving act took place to “trample upon death,” but 
the evil one still works.   
 

One of the greatest things that the devil uses against us is distraction.  He 
distracts in many ways by whispering in our ear, “I work six days a week, 
I can’t make it to church on Sunday” or “God knows I love Him – I don’t 
need to be in church on Sunday” or “I love God – he knows I was at Holy 
Pascha – that’s enough for me.”  Brothers and sisters, these are all distrac-
tions to continue living in darkness and not walk as Children constantly 
bearing His light.   
 

God doesn’t want to be our “Easter God.” He wants us to be our “every-
day God.”  I want to encourage everyone reading this article to make God 
your every-day God.  Make God a “non-negotiable” in your life.  If we are 
truly going to celebrate Holy Pascha every day, why don’t we make a dec-
laration that every single day we are going to give fifteen minutes to Him? 
Spend five minutes every single day reading the scriptures and something 
inspirational that will fill you with His light and love!  
 

Second, God wants us to serve others as He first served us.  On judgment 
day God is going to ask us, “What did you do with my Christ? What did 
you do with that Holy Resurrection service that I gave you? What did you 
do with the light that I gave you on Holy Pascha?”  
 

God wants us to share the blessing of life.  The value of our lives is not 
what you get – it is who you serve in this world.  Let us be sincere to live 
our best here on earth so that we can live with Him in the kingdom! Let us 
go “all in” with God because he went “all in” with us.  Let us serve Him by 
serving others in this world!  I want to encourage you to get involved, 
keep growing and let God be your every-day God! In this way, Holy 
Pascha does not become a one-day event in our life, but an invitation to 
change our life and live for Him every day!  
 

Truly He is Risen!  



Schedule of Divine Services  
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Saturday, May 7th Vespers—5:00 pm. 

Sunday, May 8th Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m. 

Sunday, May 15th Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 18 Mid-Pentecost, Orthros & Divine Litturgy—8:15 a.m. 

Friday, May 20th Great Vespers at Ss. Constantine & Helen Church, Palos Hills—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 21st Feast of Ss. Constantine & Helen,  * Orthros & Divine Liturgy at Ss. Constantine & 
Helen, Palos Hills, IL—8:30 a.m.  

 Vespers—5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 22nd  Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m. 

Thursday, May 26th Vigil for St. John the Russian, Orthros & Divine Liturgy—6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 29th Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m. 

Monday, May 30 Memorials at Evergreen Cemetery— 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 Memorials at Bethania Cemetery—11:30—1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 31st Orthros & Divine Liturgy—5:30 p.m. * Apodosis of Pascha at Holy Cross, Justice, IL  

Προγραμμα Ιερων Ακολουθιων 

Σάββατο, 7 Μαΐου   Εσπερινός –5:00 μ.μ. 

Κυριακή, 8 Μαΐου   Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία – 8:15 π.μ. 

Κυριακή, 15 Μαΐου  Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία – 8:15 π.μ.  

Τετάρτη, 18 Μαΐου  Μεσοπεντηκοστής, Όρθρος &  Θεία Λειτουργία – 8:15 π.μ.    

Παρασκευή, 20 Μαΐου  Μέγας Εσπερινός  στον Ι.Ν. Αγίου Κωνσταντίνου— 7:00 μ.μ. 

Σάββατο, 21 Μαΐου  Του Αγ. Κωνσταντίνου και της Αγ. Ελένης, * Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία   

                 στον Ι.Ν. Αγ. Κωνσταντίνου και Αγ. Ελένης, Palos Hills, IL—8:15 π.μ.  

    Εσπερινός –5:00 μ.μ. 

Κυριακή, 22 Μαΐου  Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία – 8:15 π.μ. 

Πέμπτη, 26 Μαΐου  Αγρυπνία στον Αγ. Ιωάννη τον Ρώσο –6:30 μ.μ. 

Κυριακή, 29 Μαΐου  Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία – 8:15 π.μ. 

Δευτέρα, 30 Μαΐου  Μνημόσυνο στο  Evergreen—8:30 π.μ. –10:30 π.μ. 

    Μνημόσυνο  στο  Bethaniα—11:30 π.μ. –1:30 μ.μ. 

Τρίτη, 31 Μαΐου  Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία –5:30 μ.μ.  

    Απόδοσις του Πάσχα στον Ι.Ν. Τιμίου Σταυρού,  Justice, IL  

Mr.  Hristos Apostolopoulos 

Mr. & Mrs.  John Arvanitis 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Besbekos 

Mrs. Mary Bisbikis 

Mr. & Dr. Kevin Cajas 

Mrs. Irene Giardina 

Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Glikis 

Mr. James Halikas 

Mr. & Mrs. Apostolos Hardaloupas 

Mr. & Mrs. Alexios Karabetsos 

Mr. Jimmy Kollintzas 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Kritikos 

Mr. & Mr. George Kyroudis 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Lemer 

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Les 

Mr. & Mrs. George Maglaris 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Maramathas 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Marinakos 

Mr. Eustratios Marinos 

Mrs. Evelyn Paleotheodoros 

Ms. Demetria S. Papadopoulos 

Mr. & Mrs. John Pavlopoulos 

Mr. & Mrs. Nickolas Shizas 

Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Skourletos 

Mr. & Mrs. Omar Sweiss 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stathakis 

Mrs. Leah Treantafeles 

Mr. & Mrs. Labros Vlachos 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Watne 

New 2022 Stewards March 31st—April 30th  
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On April 26th, the parish council hosted a dinner to honor a longtime member, 

Pete Kolyvas, who retired at the end of this past term. It was a warm-hearted 

evening of fellowship where Pete was joined by his family, Chris and Jann 

Kolyvas, Gus Kolyvas, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, Theofilestatos 

Athenagoras, Fr. Tilemahos, Fr. George as well as former and present parish 

council members and friends. Pete served on the parish council for an inspir-

ing 42 years. As an original member of our parish, Pete devoted countless 

hours of his life to help our parish become a thriving part of the community 

that we have the blessing to enjoy today. We wish Pete many good years 

ahead and look forward to seeing him at church for us to all be together.  

 

Parish Council Retirement Dinner Honoring Pete Kolyvas  
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Sunday School and Oratorical Festival 
Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen! As we come closer to the end of our 

Sunday School year, I would like to thank everyone who helps our pro-

gram thrive. To all the Sunday School teachers, who share their time 

and talent weekly and are committed to teaching our Orthodox faith. 

To the parents, or yiayia and papou, who bring their children or grand-

children and make Sunday School a priority. To the PTA, who are al-

ways looking for ways to connect our Sunday School and Greek School 

students and support us. The list goes on and on, because each of us 

support Sunday School in a different way. It is only together that we 

make it a success. Most of our Sunday School teachers have taught for 

many years! That is a true testament to their level of commitment. They 

serve as role models and play such an important part in the lives of 

their students. Students will always remember their Sunday School 

teacher, which is why, I think, many of our teachers choose to come 

back year after year. I look forward to our Sunday School family grow-

ing and continuing to thrive. We will have class on May 1st. On May 

8th, we will have our last class for all grade levels. On May 15th, we 

will be honoring all of our 8th grade graduates, High School graduates 

and College graduates. If you are the parent of a graduate, please make 

sure to call the church office to have them included in the bulletin. 

Graduation Sunday will also be an opportunity to thank all of our 

teachers asl well. Please make every effort to attend this celebration.  

CONGRATULATIONS to our Oratorical Finalists, Andreas 

Petropoul and Eleftherios Halikias, who proudly represented St. Spyri-

don at the Metropolis Oratorical Festival, which was held on Bright 

Saturday at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. Our parish Oratorical Festival was held on Sunday, April 

3rd. Congratulations to all of our participants for sharing their insight-

ful thoughts on their faith and identity as Orthodox Christians. Our oth-

er Oratorical participants included: Dionysia Stamus (Senior level), and 

Eleni Baltsas, Christos Deligiannis, and Epaminontas Stamus (Junior 

level). Participants in the elementary division included: Andrea Baltsas, 

Nicoletta Dagres, Panayiota Riley , Marianthe Petropoul, Theodore Col-

lopy, Demetra Wagner, Victoria Halikias, Demitri Christophilopoulos, 

Sophia Velissaris, Elessa McNeill. Thank you to Maria Baltsas for organ-

izing the Oratorical Festival for our parish this year! 
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Great Lent and Pascha 
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Great Lent and Pascha 

Easter flower donations and Pascha offerings 
We wish to thank the following parishioners and friends for donating towards the church, the needy, the 

flowers and adornment of our St. Spyridon Church during the Great Lent and Pascha.  

Dr. and Mrs. Chris Alemis 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Alikakos 

Mr. James Anagnostopoulos 

Mrs. Chrisi Bastas 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Battersby 

Mrs. Mary Bisbikis 

Mrs. Eleni Bizoukas 

Mr. Nicholas Bobis 

Mrs. Morfo Bountinas 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Bart 

Mr. and Mrs. Zaharias Bousies 

Mr. Theodore Bouzios 

Mr. Christos Catsogiannis 

Mrs. Anna Charalambos 

Ms. Alexia Chibucos 

Mrs. Caryn Chibucos 

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Christofer 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Collopy 

Mrs. Bessie Demopoulos 

Mrs. Vivian Dokos 

Mrs.  Martha Eliopoulos 

Mrs. Georgia Evangelopoulos 

Ms. Routh Faklis 

Mrs. Demetrios Felecos 

Dr. Sylvia Felecos 

Mr. and Mrs. Demetrios Flaskos 

Mrs. Kaliopi Flaskos 

Mr. and Mrs. George Gatsios 

Dr. and Mrs. George Georgelos 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Georgiopoulos 

Dr. Nickolas Georgiopoulos 

Mr.and Mrs.Th. Georgiopoulos 

Mrs Irene Giardina 

Mr. and Mrs. Andreas Glikis 

Mrs. Katherine Grapsas 

Mrs. Georgia Hadjiagapiou 

Mrs. Maria Hatzimichalis 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Hohlastos 

Mr. and Mrs. Athanasios Hronis 

Mr. Constantine Karampelas 

Mrs. Roula Karampelas 

Dr. Georgia Karuntzos 

Mr. James Karuntzos 

Mrs. Tarsi Katsoulakis 

Mrs. Dina Katsoulis 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kilias 

Mrs. Tasia Kladis 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kladis 

Dr. and Mrs. Chris Kolyvas 

Mr. Peter Kolyvas 

Mrs. Sophia Kopanitsanos 

Mr. Chris Koulogeorge 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kyroudis 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Lamberis 

Mrs. Joanne Les 

Mrs. Betty Lillios 

Mrs. Mary Limparis 

Mr. and Mrs. George Limperis 

Mr. and Mrs. Theophanes Makikas 

Mr. and Mrs. Apostolos Malfas 

Mr. and Mrs. Demetrius Marines 

Mrs. Eleni Marudas 

Mrs. Eleni Nicolaou 

Mr. Philip Papamakarios 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Paraskis 

Mrs. Carol Pappas 

Mr. George Pappas 

Mrs. Kathryn Pappas 

Dr. Mary Peters 

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Petinatos 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Primbas 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Rougas 

Nr. Nick Shizas 

Mrs. Matexea Siomos 

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Scarlatis 

Mr. Greg Smirnis 

Mr. George Souleles 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stathakis 

Mrs. Efthimia Thiakos 

Thiakos Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Andreas Tsantilis 

Mr. and Mrs. Odysseus Tsarouhis 

Mrs. Athena Tsinoukas 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Tsinoukas 

Mr. & Mrs. Gleb Urobuskin 

Mr. Mike Valaris 

Mr. and Mrs. George Vasilakos 

Mr. and Mrs. Lambros Vlachos 

Mrs. Goldie Xirafakis 

Ms. Magdalene Zippmann 
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Handmaidens 
ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!! The month of April was cer-
tainly a fruitful month for our Handmaidens.  We 
started off with our monthly meeting; where, we 
were blessed to have Mrs. Olga Paxinos join us in 
making Lazarakia.  A great big thank you to 
her!  Her dedication to our church is inspiring. The 
girls learned about St. Lazarus’ life and of the tradi-
tion of the little Lazarus buns.  We also began learn-
ing about one of the original Handmaidens of Christ: 
Mary of Egypt; as well as the life of Mary Magdalene 
and her role as a Myrrh-Bearer ‘Myrofora’ which was 
appropriate because our young ladies practiced their 
processions for Holy Week.  We had been blessed to 
make an icon of St. Irene, for our visiting clergy join-
ing us during this Lenten period.   
I would like to humbly thank all of our mothers for 
their generous donations during our time togeth-
er.  Many have donated snacks for our meetings and 
even robes and lanterns for our young myrofores to 
use during Holy Week.  These gestures are over-
whelmingly gracious and the ministry thanks you 
all!  I would also like to thank Zoe Kopanis for vol-
unteering her time and helping lead the Myrofores 
throughout Holy Week as well as Tammy and Sia 
Stamus for their help with organizing myrofores be-
fore and during Holy Week.   Also, a special thank 
you to Anastasia and Maria Chibucos for their dedi-
cation to the myrofores.  Their guidance and leader-
ship to our young girls this past week during the ser-
vices was absolutely inspiring and beyond helpful! I 
hope they will continue to join us as we grow within 
our Handmaiden’s ministry.  Thank you to all our 
families that dedicating so much time during Holy 
Week with their beautiful daughters!  They truly did 
amazing!! 
Please join us for a Bake Sale on May 15th during 
coffee hour, where we will be fundraising to pur-
chase blank art canvases that the girls will paint, and 
will have it donated to a local children’s hospital in 
hopes of brightening the hallways for the young pa-
tients and visitors.   
Our next meeting is on May 14th!  
 
In Christ, 
Vicky Argyropoulos  



Food Pantry 

11 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Food Pantry 

Please always remember the Food Pantry  and our Dona-
tion box so that we never have to turn anyone away. If 
you wish to donate food or monetary donation for our 
Food Pantry, please bring your items/donations to the 

Thank you to everyone who generously donated to our Easter Food Drive! We were able to distribute Food 

Baskets to 25 local needy families in our community. Included in the baskets were: Ham, eggs, butter, Sum-

mer sausage, 5 pounds of frozen vegetables, potatoes, celery, carrots, fresh fruit, pancake mix & syrup, vege-

table oil, ketchup, canned corn, peas, beans, cake mix & frosting, brownie mix, salt & pepper, Jell-O, choco-

late chip cookies, corn muffin mix, fresh fruit pie, brown n’ serve rolls, mac & cheese, and rice .  

Rev. Dunkin and his brother, Rev. Gordon from Kingdom Word Church in Roseland (formerly St. Spyridon)  

came to our church to pick-up our Easter food donations, to be distributed to 45 families in their community. 

Thanks to our generous donors, we were able to donate: Ham, eggs, chicken broth, canned corn, rice, 

mashed potatoes & gravy, Jell-O, chicken soup, Mac & Cheese, tomato sauce, and corn bread mix. 
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Plutarchos Academy 
Congratulations to Vasilios Vythoulkas and Despina Karana-

stasis for receiving the Agrafon Award. The award ceremony 

was held  at St. Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church in Niles 

on April 9th.  

The Centre for the Greek Language has scheduled the exami-

nations for the certification of attainment in Greek 

(Ελληνομάθεια) on May 23, 2022. Both level A1 and A2 stu-

dents will take the exam on Monday, May 23 at 9 a.m and 12 p.m. respectively.   

The Greek Independence Day Parade will be held on Sunday, May 22, 2022 at 

the Greektown on Halsted Street at 2:30 p.m. 

With great anticipation and excitement, we are happy to announce that Plutar-

chos Academy registration is now open for the 2022-23 School Year! Full in-

person classes will be offered for grades PreK-8th and Ellinomatheia (unless 

school closures are mandated). Registration is open for everyone but is on a first 

come, first serve basis. You are encouraged to apply as soon as possi-

ble. Space is limited and there is a tuition discount for paid applications 

received until May 27, 2022 (see below). A $100 non-refundable application 

fee per family is due when the application forms are submitted. The appli-

cation fee will be applied to tuition once enrolled. 

Application Fee: $100 per family (will be applied to tuition once enrolled). 

Make checks payable to St. Spyridon Church (Memo: Plutarchos Acade-

my). Application can be found at  http://www.plutarchosacademy.org/

registration  Submit application to the Church office 

GiEEK  

lNDEaENDENCE 

DvY avivDE 

SUNDvY  MvY 22  

2022 

GiEEKTOWN ON 

HvLSTED STiEET @ 

2:30 a.M. 



13 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Archangels Academy 

Family Night 
Χριστός Ανέστη! On April 4th, families gathered for a lesson on Saint 

Mary of Egypt. The night started with fellowship over dinner and the 

kids participated in a relay course. Father George then led the children 

into church where he spoke on Saint Mary’s life and her beautiful exam-

ple of repentance. The night ended with Father George on guitar and 

Presvytera Diana joining him in song. The kids enjoyed singing along!  

Plan to join us for our last dinner and meeting of the year on Friday, 

May 13th for an “End of School Year” party!! 
 

Χριστός Ανέστη! 

Can’t believe it’s already May and our school year is quickly coming to an end. April was a very busy month and suc-

cessful month. We were able to host our very first Family Paint Night! It was so amazing to see all our families come 

and enjoy an evening together. Thank you to all our families who were involved to help make this happen. Thank you 

to Kefi Restaurant of Palos Heights for donating all the food for our event. We truly appreciate the overwhelming sup-

port from everyone. 

On Tuesday , May 24th, Archangels Academy will be holding our 17th Annual Graduation Banquet at Georgio’s. The 

event is open to all who would like to support St. Spyridon’s Archangels Academy. Our parents have been busy organ-

izing and preparing for this beautiful event. 
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Dear Friends of Philoptochos 

Christos Anesti! May our Lord’s Resurrection and the light of Holy Pascha shine 
bright in our hearts. We thank Father George for his beautiful services and ser-
mons during the Lenten Period and Holy Week. At our Anastasi service, Father 
George’s joyous face and the beautiful singing of “Christos Anesti” by the parish-
ioners and myrofores brought unbridled joy to us all. 

As usual our ladies were working hard in April to prepare for Pascha. Many 
thanks to Toula Georgiopoulos and her committee for once again preparing, pack-
aging and delivering the “Philo” plates for Pascha greetings to our homebound 
community members. Father George personally delivered to the shut ins, some as 
far as Indiana. 

Thank you to all who supported our Easter bake sale: what an amazing response from our community! With the presale 
orders we almost sold out prior to Palm Sunday. With the coordination of Dina Katsoulis, Sophia Kopanitsanos and Olga 
Paxinos, our ladies baked over 140 tsourekia, 900 koulourakia and 750 kourabiethes. Having been the official taste tester, 
all I can say is everything was delicious. So, thank you ladies, kai to hronou (again next year)! 

As we traditionally do, on Holy Thursday we dyed the red eggs for the church. Dina Katsoulis prepared the dark red dye 
and our ladies dyed over 1,300 eggs. Thank you to Yanoula Malfas and Angela Malfas who decorated 900 bags with 
crosses for the eggs to be placed in so they can be handed out by Father George. I still say you can tell the ladies who 
dyed the eggs as their fingers are always red on Friday. Thank you, ladies! 

On April 2nd, our ladies attended the Philoptochos Lenten Retreat at St. Sophia’s “Clothe yourself with compassion, kind-
ness, humility, gentleness & patience”.   They left feeling spiritually renewed and uplifted, also enjoying the hospitality 
and fellowship of the host parish.  At the retreat Metropolitan Nathanael swore in the new Chicago Philoptochos board 
members: we are so proud to announce Kathy Korbakes was appointed to the Chicago Metropolis Philoptochos 
Board.   Kathy has been a St. Spyridon Philoptochos member and officer for many years: her kindness, leadership, hard 
work and creativeness have been essential for the success of our Philoptochos programs. Congratulations Kathy!!!  

On April 15th, we hosted the Presanctified Liturgy dinner welcoming Fr. Christodoulos Papadeas. Fr Christodoulos 
spoke his wise and beautiful words in a gentle manner that inspired all of us. 

Looking forward we will be celebrating our mothers on May 8th by hosting our annual Mother’s Day Luncheon. Chef 
Dean will be preparing a delicious filet mignon lunch and a children’s menu will be offered. We are truly excited to once 
again be hosting this traditional luncheon as we have been unable to host it for the past 2 years. So please reserve your 
seating as we all gather together to celebrate the blessings of our mothers, grandmothers, godmothers and aunts who are 
integral to our life. Please see the flyer for further information and how to make reservations. 

On May 24th we will be Feeding the Hungry at the Cathedral and delivering lunches for the homeless under the bridges 
in the city. We are hoping to serve hot lunches instead of our packaged sandwich lunches. This will take both prepackag-
ing on May 23rd as well as packaging the hot food at the hall on May 24th. These hot lunches are packaged in to go con-
tainers, as the hall is not opened for indoor seating. If you are interested in helping, please reach out to me or Dana Va-
silakos. 

On June 7th, St Spyridon will be hosting the Southside Philoxenia for our seniors. There will be a morning liturgy fol-
lowed by a fellowship luncheon in the hall immediately after the liturgy, everyone is invited. The southside Philoxenia is 
comprised of six southside churches each hosting a Philoxenia luncheon during the year. 

Also, in May, we will be sponsoring our Take and Bake Sale. As usual we will be selling tyropites, spanakopites, pastichio 
and moussaka. We will be taking preorders through May with the pick-up date on June 4th. Proceeds from this fundrais-
er will be donated to the Greek American Rehabilitation and Care Center. It is important to support the nursing home so 
seniors needing special care have a home where they can actively practice our Ortho-
dox Religion and Hellenic values. 

Please mark June 11th (Saturday of the Souls) on your calendars for a walk to raise 
Cancer awareness. We will be inviting all the southside parishes to participate and are 
finalizing the details. On the morning of June 11th, we will meet for liturgy and the 
memorial at church and then begin our walk. I will be sending out more information 
when the details are finalized. 

Also, a reminder that Philoptochos is offering a $2,000 scholarship to one of our well 
deserving high school graduates. We invite all interested high school seniors and cur-
rent college students to apply.  
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The deadline for application and support-
ing documentation is June 15th. The appli-
cation is on the Church website. 

In closing I am pleased to announce that 
our goal was met: $4,000 has been donated 
to help our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 
Thank you everyone! 

As always, I thank you for your support, 
encouragement, attendance and continued 
participation in Philoptochos events and 
projects. It is only with your support that 
we can accomplish our philanthropic mis-
sion. 

With Sisterly Agape, 

Georgia Xeros 
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Parish Registry 
Congratulations to Omar and Alexandria Ramirez who 

brought their child, Iakovos, (Santiago)  
for his 40 day blessing!  

Memorials  

Sunday, April 3rd 

†9 mo. Athanasios Treantafeles, †1 yr. Rousa Ayaleanos, †3 

yrs Pete Ayaleanos, †25 yrs. Stamata Vythoulkas 

Saturday, April 10 

†40 days Janet Tsoukalas, †40 days Soteria Hronis,    †3 yrs. 

Sophia Kolyvas, †38 yrs Fr. Vasilios Tsoukalas, †51 yrs Pre 

Markella Tsoukalas 
 

Funerals 

On March 28th, Mr. Andy Theodore fell asleep in the Lord. 

His funeral service took place on April 4th and he was in-

terned at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

On April 4th, Mr. Mihail P. Tzanetakos fell asleep in the 

Lord. His funeral service took place on April 7th and he 

was interned at Bethania Cemetery.  
 

May their memory be eternal! 
 

Parish Announcements 

Kentro of Orthodox  Martyria 
Bookstore 

Fanari Camp 

Please visit our Kentro of Orthodox 
Martyria Bookstore where you can 
find newly published religious books 
in English and in Greek, icons, and 
gift items such as stephanothikes, 
martyrika and other items for your 
sacramental needs. 
This month’s item available in our 
book store is Parenting toward the 

Kingdom, Orthodox Christian Principles of Child-
Rearing” by Philip Mamalakis, Phd. The Orthodox 
Christian tradition is filled with wisdom and guid-
ance about the biblical path of salvation. Yet this 
guidance remains largely inaccessible to parents and 
often   disconnected from the parenting challenges 
we face in our homes. Parenting Toward the King-
dom will help you make the connections between 
the spiritual life as we understand it in the Orthodox 
Church and the ongoing challenges of raising chil-
dren. It takes the best child development research 
and connects it with the timeless truths of our Chris-
tian faith to offer you real strategies for navigating 
the challenges of daily life.  
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Parish Announcements 
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