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Feast Day of our Patron Saint Spyridon 
 

Monday, December 8th, 2025 
Paraklesis to Saint Spyridon—6:30 
p.m. 

 
Thursday, December 11th, 2025 

Hierarchical Great Vespers—7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, December 12th, 2025 
  Orthros—8:00 a.m.  
  Divine Liturgy—9:30 a.m. 
 

Monday, December 15th, 2025 
Holy Unction Service—4:30 p.m. 
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Bless, and Do Not Curse: An Orthodox Response to Turbulent Times 

These past months, many of us have found ourselves 

feeling anxious, angry, or disheartened as we watch 

events unfold in the world of politics. The headlines 

seem to change by the hour, yet the emotions they stir 

are the same: fear, outrage, confusion, and despair. So-

cial media has become a battlefield where people, even 

fellow Christians, are quick to label, condemn, and de-

monize one another. 

In such a climate, it’s easy to forget who we are — and 

whose we are. We belong to Christ. And if we are in 

Christ, then our hearts, our words, and even our re-

sponses to turmoil must reflect His love and His peace. 

And one more thing – our allegiance is not to politics; 

our allegiance is to Christ.  

The enemy of our souls would like nothing more than 

to divide us, to turn our attention away from the true 

spiritual struggle and toward one another as enemies. 

But as the Fathers remind us, “our war is not against 

flesh and blood” (Ephesians 6:12). There is one Satan 

— one adversary — and he works tirelessly to sow 

confusion, hatred, and despair. 

How, then, should we respond as Orthodox Christians 

when the world around us seems to burn with political 

and moral unrest? How do we guard our hearts so that 

we do not fall into the trap of demonizing our brothers 

and sisters — even those with whom we fiercely disa-

gree? 

As I observe the intense elation and despair being ex-

pressed over recent events in both the realm of secular 

politics and what we might, perhaps ironically, call 

“sacred” politics, I was struck by a brief yet powerful 

line at the end of a recent epistle reading. This passage 

was not selected with the summer’s political battles—

whether American or ecclesiastical—in mind, but ra-

ther because it happens to be where we find ourselves 

in the daily readings from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ro-

mans. That line, from Romans 12:14, reads:  

Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse. 

I wonder what would happen if, in our politics, we did 

that instead? What would our country be like if politi-

cal opponents blessed each other rather than painted 

each other as villains? 

One could argue that Paul didn’t have these particular  

candidates in mind, right? Shouldn’t we go ahead and 

curse that candidate? His context is different, right? 

Yes, Paul’s context is different — very different. In fact, 

when he says “bless those who persecute you,” he 

wasn’t using persecute as a metaphor. He was talking 

to Christians about a vast empire that was hunting 

Christians down, torturing them, and exterminating 

them — that was throwing their children into fire and 

to the sword, that was feeding their bishops to lions, 

that was calling them cannibals and atheists, that was  

God-man Jesus Christ. It is those people whom Paul is 

saying should be blessed by his readers. 

So if Paul can say that first-century Christians should 

be blessing those who are actively and literally trying 

to destroy them, what does his instruction mean for us 

in the twenty-first century? 

First, note that he doesn’t give this as an optional 

teaching. We are not actually permitted to curse those 

who persecute us. And if we can’t curse them, then 

how can we curse people who are doing perhaps ex-

tremely hateful things but not actually persecuting us? 

Now, this doesn’t mean that we can’t criticize them or 

hold them to account — there is a long tradition in 

both Jewish and Christian history of offering up a pro-

phetic word to those in power who commit evil. But 

critique is not the same as cursing. We can critique 

even while we bless. 

God is calling us to bless people whom we fear and 

even hate. There’s no way around it. We pray for them. 

We ask God to give them good things. And we do not 

curse them, not with our lips, our keyboards or our 

hearts. 

But of course this is hard. How am I supposed to feel 

when it looks like those people are about to be running 

things, when it looks like those people are in positions 

of power to threaten what I hold dear, what I have 

worked for, what I consider the good, the true and the 

beautiful? Isn’t it just natural to curse those people? 

How can I even think about blessing them? 

How are we supposed to make it through these frankly 

distressing times, whether we consider our political or 

ecclesiastical situation? It really does seem sometimes 

like everything is about to fall apart. 
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Church Office 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Phone: 708-385-2311 

Fax: 708-385-0166 

E-mail: office@Saint-Spyridon.net 

Web: www.Saint-Spyridon.net 

Kalli Theodoropoulos         Church Office 

Litsa Tsarouhis                     Church Office 

Soteria Simantirakis                  Custodian 
 

Parish Council Officers 
Bill Kilias                      President 

Nick Kournetas               Vice-President 

James Korbakes           2nd Vice-President 

Spiros Tzanetakos                         Secretary 

Panagiotis Stamus       Assistant Secretary 

Caryn Chibucos                     Treasurer 

 Gus Kolyvas       Assistant Treasurer 

 Auxiliary Officers 

Alexia Tuhaimer                              Chanter 

Kathy Korbakes                      Philoptochos 

Gus Rougas                                Kentro 

James Korbakes                                Kentro 

Marianna Haniotakis                      Plutarchos  

Sofea Malamis                          Archangels 

Denise Skiadopoulos                             Cherubs    

Zoe Kopanis                               Sunday School 

Vicky Argyropoulos                  Sunday School 

Stacy Vallianatos                             G.O.Y.A.  

Stephane Collopy                             G.O.Y.A. 

Eraklis Labrakis                                    YAL 

Pres. Diana Lamberis                   Family Night 

Ria Hronis                     Family Night 

Labros Malfas                                   Altar Boys 

Zachary Chibucos                          Altar Boys 

Vicky Argyropoulos                    Handmaidens 

Demetrius Marines                            Athletics 

Nick Tsinoukas                          Athletics 

Stella Parhas                     Food Pantry 

Dana Vasilakos                      Prison Ministry 

Pete Mihalopoulos                       Iconography 

Sophia  Christofer                    Floga Dance 

Evi Marouda                    Floga Dance 

Anastasia Deligiannis                 Floga Dance 

Patty Pappas                                 Floga Dance  

Olga Baroudos                    Floga Dance 

Tim Georgiopoulos               Men’s Ministry  

Bill Katsenis               Men’s Ministry 

Vaios Karagiannis               Men’s Ministry 

The key to being able to remain at peace and even bless those who perse-

cute us is that we have to remember that we have but one Messiah. I don’t 

care what promises any leader makes, whether it is a promise of a better 

tomorrow or of revenge against enemies or of progress for victims of injus-

tice or whatever — there is but one Messiah. No politician or even church-

man is the answer to our problems. They can’t do it. They don’t have the 

power. I don’t care how much money or how many nuclear missiles they 

have at their disposal — we have but one Messiah, and that is Jesus Christ 

the Son of God. 

Likewise, there is only one Satan. I don’t care how much you hate some-

one else’s candidate or theologian or whoever — they’re not Satan. 

They’re not the evil one. They’re not even demons. Even if they are deeply 

wicked and in the thrall of demons, they’re still not Satan. They’re actually 

our fellow creatures. They’re actually people for whom Jesus Christ died, 

people whom He came to seek and to save. They’re actually potential 

saints. They’re actually potential brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 

They’re actually sinners, just like us. 

Most of all, though, because we do have a Messiah and because we do 

know who our real enemy is, we remember how the story actually turns 

out in the end. This world will indeed someday end in fire. It is prophe-

sied in the Holy Scripture. We do not need to try to hasten the day, nor is 

there anything we can do to delay it. Until that day comes, there will be 

many ups and downs. We do not know when it will be. 

But we do know that our great Messiah, the conquering King Who has de-

stroyed the power of even death itself, will in the end raise us all up from 

the grave and will reign forever and ever. And that is why we can have 

peace in the midst of whatever terrifying thing the enemy throws at us, 

despite whomever he uses to throw it at us. And it is also why we can 

bless even those who hate us and persecute us. 

We are Christians. We have an eternal perspective. We know how the 

Great Story ends. And so we do not have to be caught up in the world’s 

desperate search for false satans and false messiahs. And we can even seek 

the good of those who make themselves our enemies. Let’s listen again to 

the words of Paul: 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that 

which is good. Love one another with brotherly affection; in honor prefer-

ring one another; in diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the 

Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing steadfastly in 

prayer; communicating to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse. (Romans 12:9–14) 

To our God and Messiah Jesus therefore be all glory, honor and worship, 

with His Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

Father’s Message 



President’s Message 

5 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

As we approach the winter months, we all look forward to the upcoming holidays, including St. Spyridon’s 

Feast Day and Christmas.  It is a joyous time of year, and it reminds us to cherish each and every moment 

with our families.  I wish everyone good health and a safe winter ahead, and may St. Spyridon, along with 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and Panagia, always guide and shelter all of us.  

With the end of the year around the corner, so too is the current term of the Parish Council.  One December 

14, 2025 we will have Parish Council Elections after Divine Liturgy.  I encourage all stewards to attend and 

participate, and if you’re interested in running for the Parish Council, there will be more information distrib-

uted soon. 

Looking back of the last two years, it has been a rewarding and yet humbling experience to serve on this Par-

ish Council, and as President for the last two years.  Each and every Parish Council takes the responsibility to 

move the parish forward, so that we can leave it in better condition from when we took over.  I am confident 

that we have collaborated well, we have been united, and we have delivered on that promise.  I want to 

thank Fr. George for his leadership, the Executive Committee, the entire Parish Council for their love, dedica-

tion, and contributions to improve the parish.  We are a team, and as some once said, “there is no I in team”. 

Creating a roadmap for how we move the parish forward is not easy.  You will hear more from Father 

George soon on the mission and vision for our parish.  We’d love to hear your thoughts on this topic as well.  

With Father George’s leadership over the last 4+ years, we have seen a great deal of positive change.  We 

have welcomed new catechumens and converts seeking Orthodoxy as the true faith.  We have formed new 

ministries to engage our young adults (i.e. our FUTURE), as well as a Men’s ministry, and the Prison Minis-

try.  We have seen various people, e.g. Tim Georgiopoulos, Dana Vasilakos, and Erakli Labrakis step up and 

lead and advocate for these ministries.   And we recently launched Bible Study on Monday evenings which 

has been well attended and very interactive.   

One of the key things we have learned in Bible Study to date is the importance of living our lives through the 

eyes of Christ, and being ‘Christ like’.  This is not easy for any of us, but it is something that we are hopefully 

all actively striving for.  It takes labor and constant focus, recognizing when we have fallen, but with humili-

ty and repentance, getting back up and plowing ahead.  If you have not yet been to our Bible Study, I encour-

age you to join us.    

I would like to thank the entire community for your love and support, and for all of your contributions that 

help the parish thrive.  I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving, a blessed Sarantaliturgo, and eventually a Merry 

Christmas.   

With Love, 

Bill Kilias  
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Schedule of Divine Services  

Saturday, November 1st SS Cosmas & Damianos—1st Hour & Divine Liturgy,  8:00—10:00 a.m. 

 Vespers, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 2nd Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, November 8th  Synaxis of the Archangels, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—10:00 a.m. * 

Vespers at St. Nektarios Church, Palatine, IL,  7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 9th     St. Nektarios,  Orthros & Divine Liturgy,  8:00—11:15 a.m.  

Monday, November 10th Christianiki Filoxenia at Assumption Church in Homer Glen, Paraklesis, 

9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, November 12th  Vespers at St. John Chrysostom Monastery, Kenosha, WI, 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, November 13th    Orthros & Divine Liturgy at St. John Chrysostom Monastery, Kenosha, 

WI, Bus departs at 6:30 a.m. 

Saturday, November 15th Beginning of Christmas Lent, 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Sunday, November 16th Evangelist Matthew, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—11:15 a.m.  

Monday, November 17th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.  

Tuesday, November 18th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, November 19th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.  

Thursday, November 20th  1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Friday, November 21st Entrance of the Theotokos, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—10:30 a.m.   

Saturday, November 22nd 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Sunday, November 23rd Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—11:15 a.m.    

Monday, November 24th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy , 8:00 —9:30 a.m. *Great Vespers at Assumption 

Greek Orthodox Church, Chicago, IL —7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 25th St. Katherine, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—10:15 a.m.   

Wednesday, November 26th—Saturday, November 29th - No Divine Liturgy  

Saturday, November 29th Gr. Vespers at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church, Chicago, IL,  7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 30th St. Andrew, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—11:15 a.m. 

Monday, December 1st 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy with Agiasmos, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 2nd St. Porphyrios, 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.  

Wednesday, December 3rd  1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.  

Thursday, December 4th St. Barbara & St. John of Damascus, 1st Hour & D. Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.      

Friday, December 5th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

 Great Vespers at St. Nicholas, Oak Lawn, IL, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 6th Orthros & Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas, Oak Lawn, IL, 8:15 a.m.     

Sunday, December 7th St. Ambrosios of Milan, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —11:15 a.m. 

Monday, December 8th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.    

 * Paraklesis to St. Spyridon, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 9th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 10th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 
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Σάββατο 1 Νοεμβρίου Αγ. Κοσμά & Δαμιανού, Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00 —10:00 π.μ. 

 Εσπερινός, 5:00 μ.μ. 

Κυριακή 2 Νοεμβρίου Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:30 π.μ. 

Σάββατο 8 Νοεμβρίου Σύναξις των Αρχαγγέλων, Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—10:00 π.μ. 

 Μέγας Εσπερινός στον Ι.Ν. Αγ. Νεκταρίου—7:00 μ.μ 

Κυριακή 9 Νοεμβρίου Αγ. Νεκταρίου, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00 π.μ.—11:15 π.μ.  

Δευτέρα 10 Νοεμβρίου Παράκληση στον Ι.Ν. Κοιμήσεως της Θεοτόκου στο Homer Glen, IL, 9:30 

π.μ.  * Χριστιανική Φιλοξενία 

Τετάρτη 12 Νοεμβρίου Εσπερινός στο Μοναστήρι του Αγ. Ιωάννη του Χρυσόστομου, Kenosha, 

WI, 7:00 μ.μ.  

Πέμπτη 13 Νοεμβρίου Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία στο Μοναστήρι του Αγ. Ιωάννη του 

Χρυσόστομου, Kenosha, WI , (Το λεωφορείο αναχωρεί στις 6:30 π.μ). 

Σάββατο 15 Νοεμβρίου  Αρχίζει το Σαρανταλείτουργο και η Νηστεία των Χριστουγέννων  

 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Κυριακή 16 Νοεμβρίου  Αποστόλου Ματθαίου, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:15 π.μ. 

Δευτέρα 17 Νοεμβρίου  1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Τρίτη 18 Νοεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Τετάρτη 19 Νοεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Προγραμμα Ιερων Ακολουθιων 

9 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Schedule of Divine Services  
Thursday, December 11th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

 Feast Day of Saint Spyridon, Hierarchical Great Vespers, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, December 12th St. Spyridon the Wonderworker, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.  

Saturday, December 13th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.  * Vespers, 5 p.m.  

Sunday, December 14th Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—11:15 a.m.    

Monday, December 15th St. Eleftherios, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—10:15 a.m.  

 * Holy Unction, 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 16th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.  * Great Vespers, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 17th St. Dionysios of Zakynthos, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—10:15 a.m. 

Thursday, December 18th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Friday, December 19th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, December 20th 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m.     

Sunday, December 21st Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00—11:15 a.m.   

Monday, December 22nd 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 23rd 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 24th Royal Hours & Vesperal  Liturgy, 8:00—10:30 a.m.   

Thursday, December 25th Nativity of our Lord, Orthros & Divine Liturgy of St. Basil, 8:00—11:00 

a.m. 

Saturday, December 27th St. Stephen, Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 28th Orthros & Divine Liturgy,  8:00—11:15 a.m.  

Thursday, January 1st Orthros & Divine Liturgy, 8:00 —11:00 a.m.  
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Προγραμμα Ιερων Ακολουθιων 

Πέμπτη 20 Νοεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Παρασκευή 21 Νοεμβρίου  Εισόδια της Θεοτόκου, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00 —10:30 π.μ. 

Σάββατο 22 Νοεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Κυριακή 23 Νοεμβρίου   Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:15 π.μ.   

Δευτέρα 24 Νοεμβρίου  1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:30 π.μ.  

  Μέγας Εσπερινός στον Ι. Ν. Κοιμήσεως της Θεοτόκου, Σικάγο— 7:00 μ.μ. 

Τρίτη 25 Νοεμβρίου  Αγίας Αικατερίνης, Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία—8:00 π.μ.—10:15 π.μ. 

Τετάρτη 26 Νοεμβρίου- Σάββατο 29 Νοεμβρίου Δεν θα τελεσθεί Θεία Λειτουργία  

Σάββατο 29 Νοεμβρίου  Μέγας Εσπερινός στον Ι.Ν. του Αγ. Ανδρέα στο Σικάγο–7:00 μ.μ. 

Κυριακή 30 Νοεμβρίου  Αγίου Ανδρέα, ’Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:15 π.μ.   

Δευτέρα 1 Δεκεμβρίου  1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία, Αγιασμός, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Τρίτη 2 Δεκεμβρίου  Αγ. Πορφυρίου, 1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία—8:00 π.μ.—9:30 π.μ. 

Τετάρτη 3 Δεκεμβρίου  1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Πέμπτη 4 Δεκεμβρίου  Αγίας Βαρβάρας & Αγίου Ιωάννου Δαμασκηνού,  

  1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία,  8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Παρασκευή 5 Δεκεμβρίου   1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

  Μέγας Εσπερινός στον Ι. Ν. Αγ. Νικολάου — 7:00 μ.μ. 

Σάββατο  6 Δεκεμβρίου        Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:15 π.μ. (Ι.Ν. Αγίου Νικoλάου, Oak Lawn, IL)  

Κυριακή 7 Δεκεμβρίου  Αγίου Αμβροσίου, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία—8:00 π.μ.—11:15 π.μ. 

Δευτέρα 8 Δεκεμβρίου  1η Ώρα και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

  Παρακλησις του Αγ. Σπυρίδωνος, 6:30 μ.μ. 

Τρίτη  9 Δεκεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Τετάρτη 10 Δεκεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Πέμπτη 11 Δεκεμβρίου  1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ.    

 Αρχιερατικός Εσπερινός Αγίου Σπυρίδωνος, 7:00 μ.μ. 

Παρασκευή 12 Δεκεμβρίου Αγίου Σπυρίδωνος, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία—8:00 π.μ.  

Σάββατο 13 Δεκεμβρίου 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00 —9:30 π.μ. * Εσπερινός, 5:00 μ.μ. 

Κυριακή 14 Δεκεμβρίου Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:15 π.μ.   

Δευτέρα 15 Δεκεμβρίου  Αγ. Ελευθερίου, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

 Ευχέλαιον—4:30 μ.μ. 

Τρίτη 16 Δεκεμβρίου 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ.  *Μέγας Εσπερινός, 6:30 μ.μ. 

Τετάρτη 17 Δεκεμβρίου Αγίου Διονυσίου Ζακύνθου, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—10:15 π.μ.   

Πέμπτη 18 Δεκεμβρίου 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ.  

Παρασκευή 19 Δεκεμβρίου 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Σάββατο 20 Δεκεμβρίου 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Κυριακή 21 Δεκεμβρίου Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:15 π.μ.   

Δευτέρα 22 Δεκεμβρίου       1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Τρίτη 23 Δεκεμβρίου 1η Ώρα & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—9:30 π.μ. 

Τετάρτη 24 Δεκεμβρίου  Ακολουθία τῶν Μεγάλων Ὡρῶν,  Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—10:30 π.μ.    

Πέμπτη 25 Δεκεμβρίου  ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ, Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία του Αγίου Βασιλείου, 

8:00—11:00 π.μ.*** 

Σάββατο 27 Δεκεμβρίου       Αγ. Στεφάνου, Όρθρος & Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—10:00 π.μ. 

Κυριακή 28 Δεκεμβρίου  Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:15 π.μ.  

Πέμπτη 1 Ιανουαρίου Όρθρος και Θεία Λειτουργία, 8:00—11:00 π.μ.   
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St. Spyridon Feast & Christmas 
Flowers 

Once again we call upon your kindness and generosi-

ty in donating towards the purchase of flowers for 

the adornment of our Church and the Icons for the 

feast day of St. Spyridon and the Christmas season.  

Please send your Feast Day and Christmas Donations 

to the Church office. 
 

Community  Christmas  Card  
Wish all our  parishioners and friends a Merry 

Christmas by signing up for the Community Christ-

mas Card. Please complete the Christmas Card form 

along with the $35 donation and return to the Church 

office by December 10th.  
 

Altar Boys 
All our altar boys are called to serve on the feast of St. 

Spyridon on Thursday, December 11th, at 7:00 p.m. 

and Friday, December 12th, at 8:00 a.m.  We will be 

practicing for the feast day services on Saturday, De-

cember 7th at 10:00 a.m.     

 

ALTAR BOY DAY—DECEMBER 27 
In honor of St. Stephen’s Day, we will be celebrating 

Altar Boy Day on December 27th, with the Divine 

Liturgy, our group photo, and a pizza luncheon in 

the gym.  Please plan to attend.   
 

Community Vasilopita 
The Community Vasilopita will be on Thursday, Jan-

uary 1st, after the Divine Liturgy.  We ask that all pa-

rishioners and friends  join us for this very special 

beginning  for the  New Year. 
 

Christmas Fast & 40-Day Liturgy 
The forty day fast for the feast of the Nativity began 

Saturday, November 15th.  According to the Church 

canons, fish, wine and oil are allowed until December 

17th, except for Wednesdays and Friday.  Strict fast is 

observed from December 18th to the 24th.   This year, 

we will once again celebrate the ‘Sarantaleitourgo’, 

forty liturgies during the Christmas Fast.  The sched-

ule for the services is included in this bulletin 



Philoptochos News 
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Our biggest fundraiser of the year is fast approaching! On Saturday, December 

6th and Sunday, December 7th we present our 43rd Annual Holiday Craft Show & 

Food Festival. As is our tradition, we will feature a wide variety of creative ven-

dors as well as our popular menu – roasted chicken, gyros, pastichio, shrimp cre-

ole and our famous pastries. Support our vendors! Lunch, dinner and pastries 

are available for pick up or stay to dine with friends and family. 
Each month, our St. Spyridon Philoptochos chapter 

donates toward our national obligations. 
November Commitments  

 Ecumenical Patriarchate – our donation benefits the philanthropic programs and 

charities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. This commitment supports the philanthropies of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate, such as Agia Sophia, Balukli Hospital, and nursing homes, 

schools, shrines, parishes and other charities of the Patriarch’s choice.  

Archdiocesan Presbyters Council and National Sisterhood of Presbyteres Joint 

Benevolent Fund – our donation helps provide short-term support to clergy and their 

families in crisis. 

December Commitments  

 United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund- Philoptochos’ dona-

tions help this global organization protect children's rights, health, and well-being world-

wide. 

General Medical Fund - Philoptochos receives numerous requests for financial assis-

tance for adults afflicted with medical conditions outside the scope of restricted funds. 

This fund is used to aid cases where appropriate funding is not otherwise available. In 

some cases, provides grants to organizations who care for Greek Orthodox individuals. 

SAVE THE DATES: 
Winter Coat Drive – thru November 15th – including hats, mittens, scarves. To 

benefit Together We Cope Organization, Tinley Park & Palos School District 128.  

Saturday, November 1st – Liturgy for Feast of Philoptochos patron saints, Sts. 

Cosmas & Damianos. Lunch at Southfork Restaurant, Orland Park – 11:30. RSVP 

Kathy Korbakes 630-926-6077 or kathykorbakes@gmail.com. 

Tuesday, November 4th – Feed the Hungry – Annunciation Cathedral, Chicago 

Sunday, November 9th – Philoptochos Sunday 

Monday, November 10th – Christianiki Philoxenia at Assumption, Homer Glen 

– RSVP Kathy Korbakes– 630-926-6077 or kathykorbakes@gmail.com 

Saturday, December 6th – Sunday, December 7th – 43rd Annual Holiday Craft 

Show & Food Festival 

Thursday, December 11th – St. Spyridon Vespers followed with refreshments 

Friday, December 12th – Feast Day of St. Spyridon – Philoptochos to host 

Sunday, December 28th – Philoptochos Christmas Party –Kefi Restaurant, Palos 

Heights -12:30 p.m. RSVP Alexandra Korbakes – 708-772-0409 or Sarah Korbakes- 

216-409-2532. Please bring a toy to donate to The Courage Program, Oak Lawn. 

As the holidays approach, may we continue to help others in need. We thank our 

parishioners and friends for their constant support in enabling us to continue our 

good work. 

With Sisterly Agape, 

Kathy Korbakes, President 

VISIT TO GREEK AMERICAN  
REHAB CENTER  

Our next  
Philoptochos  

Meeting 
 

General Meeting  
- Open to all members – 
Wednesday, November 

12th at 6 p.m. 
 

(Board Meeting – 5:30 
p.m.  

for Board Members) 
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COLLEGE OUTREACH  
 

Sending gifts of love to our St. Spyridon College Students 
from Philoptochos. Our team is led by Mariam Xydakis & 

Gabriella Tsarouhis. Our twice a year package includes  
koulouria, a spiritual gift and personal necessities to help get 
through college life. St. Spyridon and Philoptochos reminds 

our students, WE CARE! 

Philoptochos News 

Annual Metropolis Luncheon 
 

Our St. Spyridon Philoptochos members were 
proud to represent our chapter at the Annual 
Metropolis September Luncheon on Saturday, 

September 20th.  

DRURY LANE THEATER OUTING  
Our members enjoyed an evening at the Drury Lane Theater to see “Dial M for Murder.”  Thanks to our Social Team 

for organizing – Maria Baltsas, Alexandra Korbakes and Sarah Korbakes. 

BREAKFAST AT PATTY’S  
 

Philoptochos members gathered at 
Blueberry Fields Restaurant, South 
Holland to say thank you to Patty 
Haras, our generous sister from  

Assumption, Homer Glen. 
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Philoptochos News 

CHRISTIANIKI PHILOXENIA  
 

Many of our senior members and parishioners gathered for Liturgy, Lunch and Fellowship in September  
at Sts. Constantine & Helen and then again in October at Holy Cross. 

Philoptochos presented a donation of $7500 from the 
4th annual Walk Against Cancer to the National Ovar-
ian Cancer Coalition on Sunday, September 21st.  

Accepting the donation was Anita Owens from the 
Midwest NOCC. Many thanks to the Cancer Walk 
Committee chaired by Ruth Faklis and Georgia Xeros, 
along with committee Kristin Vasilakos Wagner, Stella 
Parhas, Thalia Colompos, Eleni Dimis, Samantha 
Mataragas.  



GOYA 
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Cherubs 
Our Cherubs Ministry has begun again this ecclesiastical year! We wel-
comed both new and returning little faces.  
Our little ones - ranging from 8 weeks (our newest member, baby Alex 
Georgiou!) to 3 years - played with toys, blocks, and puzzles together. 
We had the opportunity to go into church with Father George, where he 
taught the kids about lighting candles and venerating icons. Father held 
an interactive lesson about Sts. Constantine & Helen that included a spe-
cial scavenger hunt to find crosses around our beautiful church! He also 
brought his guitar and taught us a beautiful song. Our little Cherubs got 
to do sticker crafts, including one where they placed animal stickers onto 
their very own Noah’s Ark. The moms (& Yiayias!) had a beautiful time 
getting to know each other as well. If you have a child between the ages of 40 days and 3 years, please con-
sider joining us. 

September and October have been busy months for Sunday School. By now, most of our students are regis-
tered and attending class regularly. If you have not already registered your child, please do so at the office. 
Fall is in the air and Sunday School has a lot to be thankful for and look forward to.  

The PTA is hosting our annual Godparent Sunday breakfast on November 2nd~ our students will not have 
class as an opportunity to be in church with their Godparents and families. For the month of November, we 
will have class on the 9th, 16th and 23rd. Classes in December will be on the 7th and 14th. The Christmas Pageant 
will be on the 21st, with a practice on Saturday the 20th. Please make an effort to support our Food Pantry. We 
collect canned and dry food items and distribute to those in need on a weekly basis. This is a great time of 
year to remember those less fortunate and provide food for them. For a complete list of items we need, see the 
sign above the pantry box in the North-East corner of the gym. 

Sunday School 
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Floga Dance Troupe 

Floga Hellenic Dance Troupe Kicks Off the Year with En-
ergy and Celebration! 

We are excited to share that the St. Spyridon Floga Hellenic Dance Troupe has had a fantastic start to the 

year! Our practices are in full swing—Wonderworkers meet on Mondays and the Advanced Floga group 

gathers on Fridays, both filled with enthusiasm and dedication. 

Our second annual Floga Fundraiser at Bourbon Street was a tremendous success! The evening was filled 

with joy as about 40 children showcased their talents, creating unforgettable memories through food, danc-

ing, and camaraderie. The event highlighted the richness of our Hellenic dance traditions, including an im-

pressive showcase by our competition group. Lively performances, spirited music, and generous raffle prizes 

brought our community together in a truly meaningful way. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported our fundraiser! Your presence, enthusiasm, and generosity 

made the evening special. Your support helps us continue to celebrate and preserve the beauty of Hellenic 

culture through dance. 

Congratulations to the Floga Dance Troupe on a wonderful beginning to the year—here’s to many more 

memorable moments ahead! Thank you for being part of this journey with us! 

Sophia Christofer 



18 The Voice 

Family Night 

Men’s Ministry 

Saints and Sweets:  
A night of Faith and Fun 

On October 17, the Family Night Ministry and PTA 

hosted a joyful Saints and Sweets, Trunks and 

Treats gathering. The evening began with a delicious 

dinner, followed by a special activity for the children, 

who received “Walk with Jesus” bags to collect their 

treats. 

The kids were divided into groups and visited each dec-

orated car, where they learned about a different Saint. After hearing each story, they were quizzed on what 

they’d learned — and rewarded with a sweet treat for their correct answers! 

It was a wonderful night filled with laughter, learning, and faith. The children had a fantastic time while dis-

covering more about the inspiring Saints of our Church! 

Our 1st Men's Ministry event this ecclesiasti-

cal year took place  on September 25th. . We 

all enjoyed a delicious dinner, socialized and 

then had a talk led by Fr. George on St. John 

the Theologian highlighting his faithful pres-

ence at the cross, his courageous love and his 

spiritual responsibility. Then we split the 

group into three groups to discuss how we 

can imitate St. John in our lives.  

On Oct 11th we went to the Holy Transfigura-

tion monastery in Harvard, IL. We had about 

20 members join us and participate in the Bi-

ble study and lunch  
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Plutarchos Academy 

Our school year began on Friday, September 5th, with Agi-

asmos Service and a meet & greet event. Adult Greek School 

classes started on Friday, September 19th. This year adult 

classes take place in person every Friday and via Zoom on 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays, providing flexibility and con-

sistency for our adult learners. 

On Sunday, September 21st, we held our annual Bears Game Fundraiser. A 

warm thank-you to all the families who supported this event and to X’s & 

O’s for hosting the event. It was a joyful day of fellowship—made even 

more enjoyable by the Bears’ victory! 

On Sunday, October 26th our school community came together to celebrate 

Hellenic Heritage and the historic “OXI Day”, commemorating Greece’s 

courage end unit during WWII. The event was filled with poems, songs, 

dances and national pride as we honored this meaningful day. A heartfelt 

thank you goes to our teachers and families that made this event possible. 

We especially thank the PTA and the Philoptochos ladies for organizing 

and providing refreshments for the social reception.  

This year’s celebration reminded us not only of Greece’s brave past but al-

so of the strength and unity within our own community. OXI Day contin-

ues to be symbol of courage, unity, freedom and faith; values we strive to 

carry forward and instill in our students.  

On Saturday, November 1st our teachers will attend a Metropolis of Chica-

go specialized Professional Development Seminar at St. John the Baptist 

Church. This seminar aims to provide our teachers with innovative strate-

gies, tools and insights into modern educational methodologies tailored to 

the unique needs of our Greek classrooms. This event is an invaluable op-

portunity for our teachers who are passionate about advancing their skills 

and contributing to the future or Greek education. 

As we approach the Thanksgiving Holiday, we want to express our grati-

tude for your continued support and involvement in our school communi-

ty. November is at time of reflection and giving thanks, and we have much 

to be thankful for the at Plutarchos Academy. 
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Archangels Academy 

A Wonderful Start to  
Our Preschool Year! 

What an amazing start to the new school year! Our preschool is 

filled with joy and excitement as we welcome 23 children—a full 

house! The children arrived ready with big smiles, full of energy, 

eager to learn, have fun, and make new friends. 

Over these first few weeks, we have been working hard to learn 

our classroom rules and expectations, while also understanding 

why they are important. It’s been wonderful to see the children 

grow in confidence, kindness, and cooperation each day. 

We also enjoyed our first field trip of the year to Konow’s Corn 

Maze! The children loved the group hayride, exploring the maze, 

and spending a beautiful afternoon together with our school fami-

ly. 

We would also like to extend our deepest thanks to the families 

who donated to our classroom through our Amazon Wish List. 

Your love and support truly help our classroom flourish and pro-

vide meaningful learning experiences for our students. 

A heartfelt thank you to the Hellenic Foundation for their very 

incredibly generous grant, which will allow us to continue expand-

ing our SEL (Social and Emotional Learning) program here at 

Archangels Academy.   We are deeply grateful for your unwaver-

ing suppo9rt, love, and dedication to our school and to the well-

being of our children.  Your generosity is helping us build a 

stronger, more compassionate community – and for that we are 

sincerely grateful.    

We are truly blessed and excited for all that’s ahead this school 

year! 

Sofea Malamis, Archangels Director 
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Archangels Academy 



Baptisms 
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Gal-
lagher was baptized on September 13th and was 
given the name Eleftheria by her godmother De-
metra Politis—Miloshov. 
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Marinakos was bap-
tized on October 18th and was given the name 
Michael by his godparents Peter Borchers & 
Leighanne Kaczmarek  

Weddings 
Christopher James Gallagher and Alexandra 
Politis were joined in Holy Matrimony on Satur-
day, September 13th Their sponsors were De-
metra & Alex Miloshov. 

John Michael Halfman and Jenna Kioussis were 
joined in Holy Matrimony on Sunday, September 
21st. Their sponsor was George Gavrilos. 

Karol Pietka and Fotini Elena Triantafyllou were 
joined in Holy Matrimony on Sunday, September 
28th. Their sponsor was Panagiotis Gatses. 

Tomasz Michal Kulis and Andrianna Zougras 
were joined in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, Oc-
tober 19th Their sponsors were Daniel & Ni-
coletta Young. 

Dominic Paul Blackstone and Vasiliki Botonakis 
were joined in Holy Matrimony on Sunday, Oc-
tober 26th. Their sponsor was Margarita Krem-
mydas. 
 

Funerals 

On October 15th Ioannis Georgakopoulos fell 
asleep in the Lord. His funeral took place in 
Halandri, Greece on October 17th.  

On October 25th Margarita Kremmydas fell 
asleep in the Lord. Her funeral service took place 
on October 29th and she was interned at Ever-
green Cemetery. 

On October 26th Philip Papamakarios fell asleep 
in the Lord. His funeral took place on October 
30th and he was interned at Holy Sepulcher 
Cemetery.  

 

Memorials 

Sunday, September 7th:  † 40 days Spyridoula 

Fotopoulos & † 1 yr Athanasios Loulousis 

Sunday, September 21st:  †9 mo Kyratso Kinto-
nis, †1 yr Vasilios Lolis & 3 yrs Maria Stavrakos 

Sunday, September 28th:  †1 yr Apostolos Mal-
fas & †1 yr  Gloria Dimoutsikos 

Sunday, October 12th:  †6 mo Eleni Patsakas & 

†3 yr Arhon Letsou                        
 

May their memory be eternal!  

Parish Registry 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Borchers 
Ms. Anastasia Chibucos 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Flaskos 
Dr. Kaliopi Flaskos 
Mr. & Mrs. Christ Georgiou 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitri Golfis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Halfman 

Mr. & Mrs. George Karras 
Mr. & Mrs. Killeen 
Ms. Stavroula Koutsis 
Effie Lalios Family 
Mr. Peter Marcopulos 
Ms. Katerina Meletis 
Ms. Nadia Petrovic 

Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Ryan 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Scarlatis 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tuhaimer 
Mr. Nicholas Voutiritsas 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Young 
 

Total # of Stewards: # 326 

We wish to thank the 326 Stewards who have committed their stewardship for 2025. Stewardship 

materials are available at the church office, in the community hall and on our website.   

Ευχαριστούμε τους 326 ενορίτες που προσφέρατε την συνδρομή σας για το 2025.  Η υποστήριξη όλων  
είναι απαραίτητη για την σωστή και θεάρεστη λειτουργία της ενορίας μας. Παρακαλούμε όπως όλοι 
συμβάλουμε την συνδρομή μας.  Συμπληρώστε την  κάρτα συνδρομής με την προσφορά σας και 
βοηθήστε να συνεχίσουμε όλοι μαζί την διακονία της ιεράς κοινότητός μας.   

New 2025 Stewards September 1st—October 26th 
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YAL 

The St. Spyridon YAL kicked off the fall season with a successful bonfire event in September. Here, everyone 

gathered around the campfire, rekindling past friendships and finding sparks of new friendships. Towards 

the end of the night, Father George gave a beautiful interactive sermon on how to live in Christ as young 

adults. Father opened up his sermon for discussion, allowing everyone to form deeper connections with one 

another through Christ. The night ended with laughs, camaraderie, and s'mores! 

In October, the young adults visited the Shady Oaks Disability Center in Homer Glen. At the facility we spent 

quality time with the residents by sitting with them, playing bingo, conversing, and giving them gift bags 

with candy and small toys! This was an amazing event where we were able to bring joy to each of the resi-

dents. We hope to go to Shady Oaks more often to brighten up everyone’s day! 

Coming up on November 6th, we will host a movie night featuring “Man of God” at St. Spyridon. There will 

be popcorn, snacks, and drinks provided, and as always, time to meet new people and connect with old 

friends! The Sunday following our movie night, we are inviting all veterans to Divine Liturgy on November 

9th. After Liturgy, we will all gather in the fellowship hall, where the young adults will honor our veterans 

and spend quality time with them. Stay tuned for future events in the winter! 

Our parish Bible Study began this year on Monday, October 6th, and is currently reading from St. Paul’s First 

Letter to the Thessalonians. Each session, Fr. George prepares a thoughtful lesson that explores the history of 

the Church, the theology of the Scriptures, and the meaning and roots of key biblical words. 

We meet on Mondays from 5:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m., and all are welcome to join us for study, discussion, and 
fellowship.  Don’t forget to check the schedule as we usually meet three Mondays per month.   
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Parish Council Elections – Sunday, December 14, 2025 

It is once again time for our parish to conduct Par-

ish Council Elections in accordance with the by-

laws of Saint Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

of Palos Heights. The Parish Council, together with 

our priest, serves as the executive body of the par-

ish and is responsible for overseeing all parish 

affairs. 

The elections will take place on Sunday, December 

14, 2025. Parishioners who wish to become candi-

dates are invited to submit a written application 

(included in the mailing) no later than Thursday, 

November 30, 2025. 

To be eligible, candidates must: 

• Be spiritually, canonically, and financially in 

good standing with the Church. 

• Be at least 21 years of age on election day. 

• Abide by the parish by-laws and the Uniform 

Parish Regulations of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. 

• Attend the Parish Council Training Seminar pri-

or to assuming office. 

Each Parish Council member serves a two-year term and works together with the Proestamenos to guide 

the parish’s ministries and operations in faith and unity. 

The Spiritual Role of the Parish Council 

Serving on the Parish Council is not only an honor but a sacred responsibility. Members are called to be 

co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard, offering their time and talents for the growth of His Church. First and 

foremost, a Parish Council member is expected to lead through faithful participation in the life of the 

Church—through worship, prayer, the Sacraments, and personal example. 

This spiritual commitment forms the foundation for all leadership in the community. As potential leaders 

of the parish, members are called to be servants of Christ and of one another, living out the love, humili-

ty, and faith that define true discipleship. As Saint Paul reminds us, “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 

the Lord and not to men” (Col. 3:23). 

Voting Eligibility 

Parishioners 18 years or older who are stewards in good standing are eligible to vote. New stewards 

must have been enrolled at least three months prior to the election. Absentee ballots are not permitted. 

For more information, please contact the Election Committee through the Church Office (708-385-2311). 

Board of Elections Committee: 

Eleni Bizoukas · Alexia Chibucos · Georgia Georgelos · Christina Kilias · Patricia Vythoulkas 



YAL 
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