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Bʇʃʔʕ Gʃʏʇ Pʎʗʖʃʔʅʊʑʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ Fʗʐʆʔʃʋʕʇʔ 
On Sunday, September 15th,  our Annual Bears game fundrais-
er was held at X’s and O’s Sports Lounge.  
The event was a tremendous success, bringing our community 
together for a great cause. Over 50 people came to watch the 
Bears vs the Texans and enjoy time together. Funds raised will 
directly benefit our Greek school.  
Many thanks to X’s & O’s and everyone that supported our 
fundraiser.  



Fʃʖʊʇʔ’ʕ Mʇʕʕʃʉʇ 

3 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Caring for Souls, Not Numbers  
Every parish is unique. Each parish has its own     par-
ticular goals, dreams and problems. Each has    experi-
enced its own successes and failures. But in every par-
ish, there is one concern that appears to be constant 
and universal: Clergy and laity will admit that aĴract-
ing new people to the faith is a challenge. The story is 
the same in most parishes: We need more stewards! 
The words “outreach” and “parish growth” are im-
portant terms often synonymous with this topic.    
Parishes have established commiĴees to address stew-
ardship. There are some ideas and projects that have 
been put together in order to increase the    number of 
people within a parish. This is a great goal, but it can 
also be dangerous if we are embracing it for the 
wrong reasons. 
What is our true purpose for bringing new stewards 
into the church? Why are we going to all this trouble? 
Some may offer the typical “the more the merrier” 
answer. Of course, there is more room for more     
worshippers in all our parishes on Sundays and        
weekdays. It would be great to see thirty or forty 
more people siĴing in the pews. We could do more 
with more people, couldn’t we? We could divide the 
duties and obligations amongst more people and 
spread it out so that people wouldn’t get burnt out. 
New stewards would mean more opportunities, un-
dertaking more projects and greater resources. 
Are these the reasons why we try to “aĴract” new 
people? 
These are perfectly fine secondary reasons for want-
ing to bring others into our church and into the       
Orthodox Faith. But the most IMPORTANT reason, 
not nearly as intriguing, for bringing others into the 
church is this: as Orthodox Christians, it is our duty…
our calling…our obligation to be modern-day apostles 
and evangelists and bring others to Christ and His 
Church because we are to love others unconditionally. 
This is where we should all be! We are not to be     
concerned with what others can bring us, but rather 
what we can give to them. 
What can a parish offer newcomers to the faith? We 
offer the ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC AND                 AP-
OSTOLIC CHURCH – the most ancient of Faiths. We 
offer them the Word of God as God Himself in the 
Divine Person of Jesus Christ taught it, and not some 
human misinterpretation of it. We offer them the    
Sacraments: cleansing through Baptism…a new      
beginning…the gifts of the Holy Spirit (peace, love 

purity, love, joy, etc)…through Chrismation…
forgiveness of their sins through Confession…the Life
-giving Body and Blood of Christ through Holy    
Communion…the healing of body and soul through 
Holy Unction. 
Simply put, we the Church offer them the path to   
salvation. This is why we must reach out to our     
children…family members…our brothers and         
sisters…our friends we grew up with who have 
“fallen by the wayside” – not because we want them 
to nostalgically remember their roots, but rather      
because we are sincerely worried about where they 
are going. More specifically, we are to be concerned 
about where their soul is heading. If you read the Acts 
of the Apostles or in the leĴers of St. Paul, you repeat-
edly see that Christian communities were founded 
and converts were sought so that everyone would 
come to the knowledge of the truth about Christ. 
There were no other “strings” aĴached. 
We must remember that a church is unlike any other 
organization to which we may belong. The same   
principles for “joining” or “belonging” cannot be    
applied. 
So when we ask someone to come to our church 
(which I hope we do often!), remember why we really 
want them! We are looking to bring them into the net 
of the church motivated by our love for them and for 
their soul to be saved! We are looking for a            
commitment – not to be a new youth worker, a      
souvlaki skewer-er at our fest or treasurer of the    
parish council – but a commitment to follow Jesus 
Christ. 
The only way we will lead others toward this path is 
if we are whole-heartedly following Him, His     
teachings, with selflessness, showing love to others 
while receiving confession and all the Sacraments   
regularly (which assumes we are worshipping regu-
larly in the pews too!) 
Brothers and sisters, let us reflect where we are on our 
journey toward the Kingdom, and on the way, let us 
seek to invite others to “draw the world into the net” 
of the church motivated by love for the soul of our 
friends, relatives, enemies, and neighbors. A warm 
smile, caring conversation, a genuine interest in others 
can go a long way! If we are the true church, then 
come and worship the Truth – the Holy Trinity –    
regularly, and be strengthened to be the light of the 
world that leads others to Him. 
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Sʗʐʆʃʛ Sʅʊʑʑʎ 2024-2025 
Welcome back to Sunday School!  

Our first class took place on September 8th. We were very happy to see 
our students return to the classroom. Many thanks to the Sunday School 
teachers who share their time and talents each week to teach our         
students about the Orthodox Faith. During the month of October, we 
will have class on October 6th, 20th and 27th.  

October 13th is Family Worship day, so there is no Sunday School on 
those days. It gives an opportunity for our students to stay in church and 
sit with their families. It is not too late to register your student.  

Sunday School is always looking for new volunteers, if you are interest-
ed in teaching, please feel free to contact Zoe Kopanis or Father George 
for more details.  

The Voice H φωνφ 
Official Monthly Community 

Publication of  
St. Spyridon  

Hellenic Orthodox Church 
12307 S. Ridgeland Avenue 

Palos Heights, IL 60463 
Rev. Fr. George Lamberis 

PARISH PRIEST 
 

Church Office 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Phone: 708-385-2311 
Fax: 708-385-0166 
E-mail: office@Saint-Spyridon.net 
Web: www.Saint-Spyridon.net 
 
 

Parish Council Officers 
Bill Kilias   President 
Nick Kournetas           Vice-President 
James Korbakes           2nd Vice-President 
Spiros Tzanetakos  Secretary 
Panagiotis Stamus    Assistant Secretary 
Caryn Chibucos  Treasurer 
 Gus Kolyvas Assistant Treasurer 
 

 Auxiliary Officers 
Alexia Chibucos            Chanter 
Dana Vasilakos            Philoptochos 
Vicky Argyropoulos        P.T.A. 
Gus Rougas            Kentro 
Jimmy Korbakes            Kentro 
Marianna Haniotakis      Plutarchos  
Sofea Malamis           Archangels       
Evelyn Christakos           Cherubs       
Zoe Kopanis            Sunday School                   
Stacy Vallianatos           G.O.Y.A.  
Stephane Collopy           G.O.Y.A. 
Pres. Diana Lamberis     Family Night  
Ria Hronis           Family Night 
Viaian Tzanetakos           Family Night 
Labros Malfas                  Altar Boys 
Zachary Chibucos            Altar Boys 
Vicky Argyropoulos       Handmaidens 
Demetrius Marines         Athletics 
Nick Tsinoukas           Athletics 
Stella Parhas           Food Pantry 
Kalli Theodoropoulos    Church Office 
Marianna Haniotakis     Church Office 
Litsa Tsarouhis                Church Office 
Soteria Simantirakis       Custodian 
Pete Mihalopoulos          Iconography 
Sophia  Christofer            Floga Dance 
Evi Marouda            Floga Dance 
Anastasia Deligiannis     Floga Dance 
PaĴy Pappas                      Floga Dance  
Olga Baroudos            Floga Dance 



Tuesday, October 1st St. Romanos the Melodist, 1st Hour & Liturgy —8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, October 6th  Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:00 a.m. 
Sunday, October 13th  Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, October 15th Christianiki Philoxenia, Paraklesis to the Holy Cross 
  at Holy Cross Church, Justice—9:30 a.m.  
Saturday, October 19th Vespers—5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, October 20th  Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 23rd St. James (Iakovos) the Apostle 
 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy— 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, October 25th Vespers at St. Demetrios Church, Elmhurst, IL—7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 26th  St. Demetrios, Orthros & Div. Liturgy—8:00 a.m.  
Sunday, October 27th  Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:00 a.m. 
Monday, October 28th Agia Skepi, 1st Hour & Divine Liturgy— 8:00 a.m. 
Friday, November 1st SS Cosmas & Damian the Holy Unmercenaries,   
 1st & Divine Liturgy—8:00 a.m. 
 

Τρϟτη 1 Οκτωβρϟου  Αγ. ΡωΐανοϾ του ΜελωδοϾ,  1η ’Ωρα & Θ. Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 6 Οκτωβρϟου  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 13 Οκτωβρϟου  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
Τρϟτη 15 Οκτωβρϟου  Χριστιανικφ Φιλοξενϟα στο Ι.Ν. Τιΐϟου ΣταυροϾ 
  ΠαρΣκληση στον Τϟΐιο Σταυρϱ –9:30 π.ΐ. 
ΣΣββατο 19 Οκτωβρϟου  Εσπερινϱς—5:00 ΐ.ΐ. 
Κυριακφ 20 Οκτωβρϟου  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
ΤετΣρτη 23 Οκτωβρϟου  Αγ. ΙακЏβου, 1η ’Ωρα & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
Παρασκευφ 25 Οκτωβρϟου       Μνγας Εσπερινϱς στο Ι.Ν. Αγ. Δηΐητρϟου, Elmhurst—7:00 ΐ.ΐ. 
ΣΣββατο 26 Οκτωβρϟου  Αγ. Δηΐητρϟου, ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ.  
Κυριακφ 27 Οκτωβρϟου  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
Δευτνρα 28 Οκτωβρϟου  Της Αγϟας Σκνπης, 1η ’Ωρα & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 
Παρασκευφ 1 Νοεΐβρϟου  Αγϟων ΚοσΐΣ και ΔαΐιανοϾ των ΑναργϾρων 
  ͥρθρος & Θεϟα Λειτουργϟα—8:00 π.ΐ. 

Dʋʘʋʐʇ Lʋʖʗʔʉʛ Sʅʊʇʆʗʎʇ 

Π̓̑̅̓̃̎̎̃ Ι̇̓̏̚ Α̖̌̑̍̑̊̋̏̚ 

5 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 
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Aʙʃʔʆʋʐʉ ʑʈ ʖʊʇ  
Cʊʃʔʎʇʕ C. Cʑʐʆʇʕ Mʇʏʑʔʋʃʎ Sʅʊʑʎʃʔʕʊʋʒʕ 

7 St. Spyridon Hellenic Orthodox Church 

Cʊʇʔʗʄʕ 
The first day with our liĴle Cherubs was on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18th. 
We had so much fun learning about the cross and finding all the 
hidden crosses through out the church with Father George. The 
kids were able to decorate their very own cross and enjoyed     
playing and reuniting with each other!  

On August 18th our church held the 8 year memorial for Charles (Eftixios) C. Condes, 
a great benefactor of our parish, and in his memory also awarded three Scholarships 
to our Undergraduate College students.  
This year we had six excellent applicants for the three available awards. The five    
independent and anonymous judges chose the three winners based on the criteria of 
grade point average, personal essay, recommendation leĴers and resume.  
Τhe Scholarship presenation was made by HarrieĴe Condes-Zervakis, Charles’s niece, following the 
memorial service. The 2024 Charles C. Condes Memorial Scholarships were awarded to: 
Andriana Kilias 

Anthony Papadatos 
Victoria Zdenovec-Malamis 
We wish to congratulate the winners and it is the 
hope of our parish that the scholarships are not 
merely a monetary award but a  transformative 
instrument that plays a  pivotal role in shaping 
the future of the recipients. 
Και εις ανЏτερα! 
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Pʃʔʋʕʊ Nʇʙʕ 
 
 
 
 

Memorials 
 

Sunday, September 1st 
 †1 year Anargyros Karounos 

 

Sunday, September 8th 
†1year Fay Pavlopoulos  

†6 years Nikolas Panagiotaros 
 

Sunday, September 15th 
†3 months Perikles Tzavaras 

†20 years Alexandra Bairaktari 
† The Victims of the Great Fire of Smyrna In 1922 

 
 

Sunday, September 22nd 
† 40 days George Vallianatos 

† 1 year Maria Stavrakos 
 

Funerals 
Mr. Vasilios Lolis fell asleep in the Lord on September 
19th. His funeral took place on September 23rd and he 
was interned at Bethania Cemetery.  

Mr. Apostolos Malfas fell asleep in the Lord on Sep-
tember 25th. His funeral took place on October 1st 
and he was interned at Bethania Cemetery.  
 

 

May their memory be eternal! 
 

Baptism 
 

 

The daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Steven Bedore was      
baptized on September 7th and given the name     
Haralambia Ioanna. Her Godparents were Anastasia 
and Panagiotis Deligiannis.  
 

The son of Mr. & Mrs. Steven Bedore was baptized on 
September 7th and given the name Olaf. His Godpar-
ents were Eleni and Frank Manikas.  
 

The son of Mr. & Mrs. Omar Ramirez was baptized on 
September 15th, and was given the name Benito 
Evlogios. His Godfather  was  Christos Koutsis. 

Να σας ζφσουν! 

P.T.A. 
The children are back to their school routine and 
have been busy reviewing and learning in   
Archangels Academy, in Greek school and in 
Sunday school.  
Our first PTA meeting was held on Sunday,   
September 8th. We had a great turn out and we 
discussed our plans for the year.  Our next  
meeting will be on Sunday, October 6th. 
If you would like to get involved or if you 
would like more info, please contact the office or 
email us at spyridonpta@gmail.com 
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GOYA 
Our 1st Goya meeting was held on September 18th. The room was 
filled with friendships, smiles and laughter—even a homecoming 
proposal. Fr. George also led a discussion with the Goyans about 
St. Efstathios and carrying our cross.  
Look for our Goya schedule, we have a fun year planned! Hope to 
see all the kids at our next meeting on October 9th. We will be as-
sembling food for Project Hope.  
Sign up Goya notifications through the remind app. Text @jrgoyag 
to 81010 You will receive a text to confirm you are signed up. 
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Pʎʗʖʃʔʅʊʑʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ 

ΜετΣ απϱ το ϱΐορφο και ξννοιαστο Καλοκαϟρι ΐας, 
επιστρνψαΐε ϱλοι, ΐαθητνς, γονεϟς και δΣσκαλοι 
ανανεωΐννοι, ΐε ννες δυνΣΐεις, ζφλο, προθυΐϟα και 
υποΐονφ, στο Ελληνικϱ ΐας Σχολεϟο ΠλοϾταρχος για 
να συνεχϟσουΐε το ϱΐορφο και δϾσκολο νργο ΐας.  

Αρχϟσαΐε τα ΐαθφΐατΣ ΐας, στις 6 Σεπτεΐβρϟου, ΐε Αγιασΐϱ κι ευχνς 
για ΐια ευλογηΐννη σχολικφ χρονιΣ, γεΐΣτη υγεϟα αγΣπη και 
ΠΡΟΟΔΟ.  
Καλωσορϟζουΐε ϱλους τους δασκΣλους ΐας, ϱλους τους ΐαθητνς ΐας 
και ϱλους εσΣς τους γονεϟς και σας ευχαριστοϾΐε πΣρα πολϾ, που και 
για ΐια ακϱΐη χρονιΣ ΐας εΐπιστεϾεστε τα παιδιΣ σας. Σας 
υποσχϱΐαστε ϱτι θα κΣνουΐε το καλϾτερο που ΐποροϾΐε για τη 
ΐϱρφωσφ τους. 
 

Το σχολεϟο ΐας λειτουργεϟ δϾο φορνς την εβδοΐΣδα: Δευτνρα και Παρασκευφ  4:30 - 6:30 ΐ.ΐ. ΐε τΣξεις, 
απϱ Προνηπιαγωγεϟο ΐνχρι και την ΕλληνοΐΣθεια Β’ και ΐε τΣξεις για ενφλικες Παρασκευνς 6:45 –8:15 
ΐ.ΐ. Εχουΐε πλοϾσιο Αναλυτικϱ Πρϱγραΐΐα ΜαθηΐΣτων για ϱλες τις τΣξεις,  πολιτιστικφ ΐϱρφωση και 
πολλοϾς και διαφορετικοϾς παραδοσιακοϾς χοροϾς. Βασικϱς Σκοπϱς του Σχολεϟου ΐας εϟναι: Να 
κρατφσουΐε την Ελληνικφ ΐας ταυτϱτητα. Να αγαπφσουν οι ΐαθητνς ΐας την παννΐορφη ΕλλΣδα ΐας. 
Να ΐαθαϟνουν φυσικΣ και αβϟαστα να ΐιλοϾν, να διαβΣζουν, να γρΣφουν, να σκνφτονται και να 
ενεργοϾν ελληνικΣ. Να γνωρϟσουν τις ρϟζες ΐας, την Ορθϱδοξη Θρησκεϟα ΐας, την ΐακραϟωνη κι ννδοξη 
Ιστορϟα ΐας και το ΐεγαλεϟο του ΠολιτισΐοϾ ΐας. Με Σλλα λϱγια να ΐΣθουν τα ΕλληνοχριστιανικΣ 
γρΣΐΐατα και να γϟνουν καλοϟ και αγαθοϟ πολϟτες.    
Ευχϱΐαστε να νχουΐε ΐια Καλφ Σχολικφ ΧρονιΣ. Καλφ Πρϱοδο!!!  
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Pʎʗʖʃʔʅʊʑʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ 
With the intercessions of St. Spyridon, we have been blessed to 
begin a new Greek School year.  We are pleased to welcome to 
our program many new and continuing students, including 18 
adult students.  It is a joy to see our students aĴend class as 
they learn about their Orthodox faith and Hellenic                 
Heritage.  Our students range  from Preschool to Ellinomatheia 
B level. Classes are held every Monday and Friday from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Adult classes are held Fridays 6:45—8:15 p.m. Please 
make every effort to be on time.   
 

Mark your calendars: 
· Friday, October 11th—No Adult Classes 
· Monday, October 15th—No school, Columbus Day 

 
Our 2024-25 staff is as follows: 
Preschool:  Mrs. Nicky Glikis 
Kindergarten:  Mrs. Sofia Charalambous 
1st Level:  Mrs. Patricia Vythoulkas 
2nd Level:  Mrs. Fotini Feradouros & Mrs. Georgia Georgelos 
Upper Levels Mrs. Evi Marouda, Mrs. Natasha Vossos  
Ellinomatheia:  Mrs. Marianna Haniotakis 
Adult Classes:  Mrs. Patricia Vythoulkas & Mrs. Evi Marouda 



Fʃʏʋʎʛ Nʋʉʊʖ 
Family Night Ministry has officially started! On Fri-
day, September 20th.  First, we thank Kefi Restaurant 
for donating the meal for our children.  We also 
thank the Family Night CommiĴee for organizing 
games and a beautiful bon-fire with smores for the 
children. Lastly, Father George taught our children 
about the life of St Efstathios.   
Join us for our next Family Night on Friday, October 
6th.  The children will be learning how to make 
Artoklasia!  
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Iʅʑʐʑʉʔʃʒʊʛ Cʎʃʕʕ 
Our Iconography class meets every Wednes-
day from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  We are 
thankful to Mr. Panagiotis Mihalopoulos for 
offering his time and talent to continue this 
beautiful tradition, prayer and liturgical art.   
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Aʔʅʊʃʐʉʇʎʕ Aʅʃʆʇʏʛ 
What an incredible and eventful month it has 

been! We are thrilled to have successfully       
completed our first month of the school year. The 
children have been seĴling in and growing more 
comfortable with our everyday classroom routine. 
We have been dedicated to instilling the            

importance of following rules and helping the children               
understand the reasons behind them.   
As we step into October, we are delighted to announce the start of 
our much-anticipated Farm Animal Unit. We  are so excited to  
organize our ȈAnnualȈ first field trip of the school year to the    
Children’s Farm. Our eager liĴle learners are buzzing with         
excitement as they look forward to the hands-on experience of 
touching, holding, and learning about the diverse animals that call 
the farm home. 

Additionally, we would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to 
everyone who has generously contributed through our Amazon 
Wish List. Your support has been absolutely invaluable, and our 
gratitude extends beyond what words can express. We are truly 
appreciative of your kindness and generosity.  
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Pʊʋʎʑʒʖʑʅʊʑʕ 
Dear St. Spyridon Family, 

Kalo Mina!! 

This past month has been a very busy month for our Philoptochos! Our ladies 
hosted & invited our southside Sister Chapters (including Indiana), shared a 
meal & ideas! It was great to see & network with our sister chapters – Together 
we can do so much more! 

Our college outreach commiĴee has been busy geĴing ready to send out our 
care packages for our college students as well. The care packages will be sent 
out to over 40 of our own college students within the community! 

We also aĴended the annual Metropolis Philoptochos Luncheon at the Concorde in Kildeer, IL as well. This 
was a great event to see all of our Philoptochos sisters from all over the Metropolis of Chicago. 

We have many events planned for the upcoming New Year! 

Wishing you & your family a Blessed month!! 
 

Sisterly Agapi, 
Dana Vasilakos – Philoptochos President 
 
 

Sʃʘʇ ʖʊʇʕʇ Dʃʖʇʕ!! 
*Saturday, October 5th – IOCC Walk @ St. Andrew, Chicago 

*Saturday, October 5th – Metropolis Dress A Girl Event @ St. Basil, 
Chicago 

*Saturday, October 12th – Philoptochos President’s Meeting @ Holy 
Cross, Justice, IL 

*Sunday, October 20th – St. Spyridon Annual Community Dinner Dance @ Odyssey Country Club 

Next scheduled Philoptochos meeting will be held on Saturday, November 9th @ 10:30am (at church) 
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Pʊʋʎʑʒʖʑʅʊʑʕ Mʋʚ & Mʋʐʉʎʇ Gʃʖʊʇʔʋʐʉ  
President Dana Vasilakos and members of the St. Spyridon 
Philoptochos welcomed Board members from neighboring 
sister chapters to ‘mix and mingle’ on Thursday, September 
19th .   It was an evening which allowed Board members to 
meet each other and share upcoming events in a relaxed at-
mosphere. A dinner of shish-ka-bobs, salad and potatoes 
was served with a special treat of homemade pineapple   
upside-down cake and other sweets.   
Representatives from sister Philoptochos chapters included 
members of  Assumption/Homer Glen, SS Constantine and 
Helen/Palos Hills, St. George/Schererville, St. Nicholas/Oak 
Lawn and the host chapter of St. Spyridon/Palos Heights.  
In aĴendance were two National Philoptochos Board       
representatives: Demetrea Bakras (St. George) and Georgia 
Sarlas (St. Nicholas), a Metropolis Philoptochos Board     
representative: Kathy Korbakes and a St. Spyridon  member 
who has served on the National Philoptochos Board and 
continues to serve on the Metropolis Philoptochos’ Philan-
thropy CommiĴee, Toula Georgiopoulos. 
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ΧΡΙΣΤΙΑΝΙΚΗ 
ΦΙΛΟΞΕΝΙΑ 

 

Οι κυρϟες της ΦιλοπτЏχου απϱ τις πνντε 
Ορθϱδοξες Κοινϱτητες των νοτϟων προαστϟων 
του ΣικΣγου, προσκαλοϾν ϱλους τους πιστοϾς 
της χρυσφς ηλικϟας των εωοριЏν ΐας στο φετινϱ 
γεϾΐα που θα προσφερθεϟ απϱ την κοινϱτητα 
του Ι.Ν. του Τιΐϟου ΣταυροϾ στις 15 Οκτωβρϟου, 
2024. 
Η ΠαρΣκληση στον Τϟΐιο Σταυρϱ θα αρχϟσει 
στις 9:30π π.ΐ. και θα ακολουθφσει δωρεΣν 
γεϾΐα στην κοινοτικφ αϟθουσα της ενορϟας.  
Για κρατφσεις θνσεων θα πρνπει να 
τηλεφωνφσετε στο κοινοτικϱ γραφεϟο του 
Τιΐϟου ΣταυροϾ 708-594-2040. 

Pʃʒʃʆʇʃʕ Yʑʗʖʊ Lʇʃʆʇʔʕʊʋʒ 
We are pleased to announce that Andriana Kilias has been 
awarded the Papadeas Youth Leadership Scholarship.  
This $2,000 award was made possible by the generous        
contributions of the Dr. Gregory Papadeas and Family      
Charitable Fund and the Philoptochos.   
The scholarship recognizes Andriana's outstanding dedication 
to her faith and community. Andriana is currently studying 
Biology and Pre-Medicine at Saint Xavier University and    
exemplifies leadership through her involvement in various 
outreach efforts. We congratulate Andriana on this             
well-deserved honor and pray for her continued success in all 
her endeavors.  

Pʊʋʎʑʒʖʑʅʊʑʕ Nʇʙʕ 
On Sunday, September 22nd a check for $5,000 was presented by our 
St. Spyridon Philoptochos Chapter to the American Liver Foundation. 
The money was raised during our Annual Cancer Walk in June and 
will support transplant efforts, medicine advancements and cancer 
education.  We thank everyone who contributed and participated in 
our Annual Cancer Walk.   

In 2025 the Walk will take place on Saturday, June 14th. More infor-
mation will be forthcoming in the new year.  

President Dana Vasilakos, Cancer Walk 
Chairman Ruth Faklis, American Liver 
Foundation Representative Corrine Rossi & 
Fr. George Lamberis 
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Sʖʇʙʃʔʆ Sʒʑʖʎʋʉʊʖ… 

The mission of Stewardship is to promote spiritual 
growth and strengthen faith. “Becoming a Steward 
begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our 
love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As 
Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives 
comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the 
faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of 
the gifts with which they have been blessed.” 

We have been blessed as a parish community with so 
many who go above and beyond to give of          
themselves for the greater good. As we continue our 
initiative to show appreciation to all our stewards, we 
are delighted to highlight the following stewards.  

Vicky Argyropoulos: 
“What a blessing it is to be apart 
of a community that allows us 
to live with Christ at the center 
of our lives. I have been   
aĴending St. Spyridon with my 
family since I was a young girl 
and continue to do so with my 
husband and children. As a 
family, we’ve been stewards of St. Spyridon for about 
14 years. Being stewards is such a big part of our 
lives, our community has the blessing and opportuni-
ty to humbly give back to St. Spyridon on a weekly 
basis.  

We try to help the church in ways that we are able to 
or to help with the needs of the church to the best of 
our ability.  I have been involved with youth based 
organizations over the years. This includes working 
with our PTA.  I am currently in my 8th year on the 
board.  We spend our time organizing events and 
fundraisers that will benefit our youth and assist our 
schools with any needs. I am also a Sunday School 
teacher and the director of the Handmaiden’s       
ministry of our beloved St. Spyridon.  Being involved 
has helped me see how important stewards and  
stewardship is for our church.  We need to be able to 
come together as one and make beautiful things   
happen together for our church.  Whether that is 

working hard to make our festival come together, 
helping a school with it’s needs or just coming        
together and being present for ourselves, family, 
friends and parish.” A sincere thank you to Vicky 
and her family for all the love and support they give 
to our community. Their time and talents do not go 
unnoticed and are appreciated. 

Bobby Papadatos: 
Bobby and his family have been 
stewards of Saint Spyridon for 
over 30 years. His support has 
extended beyond Saint Spyridon 
to other local orthodox churches 
as well, as he knows the value of 
helping others and giving back. 
His love for the community of 
Saint Spyridon can be seen in all his philanthropic 
works. The support he and his family have given to 
our parish community over the years from our youth 
athletics to our annual festival cannot be measured. 
Bobby is a significant contributor in so many ways 
from  his time and donations to his guidance and 
knowledge. Thank you Bobby and family for all your 
good works to our beloved community. 

Zoe Kopanis:  
Zoe and her family first came to St. 
Spyridon in 2007. At that time they 
enrolled Nick and Sofia in Greek 
School. 

That was the beginning of what 
would be a long-standing            
commitment to be part of the parish 
community and help it grow.  Zoe 
started teaching Sunday School and shortly after,  
became Director. Zoe shared that she has “ enjoyed 
volunteering for various events at church, like the 
golf outing, dinner dance and the festival. I am also 
involved in our Philoptochos and serve on the Execu-
tive Board. The people at St Spyridon are my extend-
ed family. I am especially fortunate to have been 
around the children of St Spyridon and watch them 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.”2 Corinthians 9:8 



His Church as a Steward of  Saint Spyridon with my 2023 Stewardship. 
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Sʖʇʙʃʔʆ Sʒʑʖʎʋʉʊʖ… 
grow up. To be surrounded with volunteers who dedicate their time and talent to our parish has been a great 
blessing to me.” We feel the same way as well Zoe and are blessed to have you as such an integral part not on-
ly in Sunday School, but in the many other events and ministries you are part of. The time and talents you and 
your family have shared with us are inspiring. Thank you for all you do. 

3 ʙʃʛʕ ʖʑ ʄʇʅʑʏʇ ʃ ʕʖʇʙʃʔʆ: 
· Online: Visit our website at hĴps://saint-spyridon.net/ then click “Donate” 

· In-person: Visit our church office Monday-Friday 

· Sundays: Complete the stewardship form in the narthex and place in the collection tray 

Vital to our growth is your participation in Holy services and the offering of your time and talent to the parish. 
When you complete your form, it is of the utmost importance to communicate how you might be able to offer your time 
and talent to serve Christ.  

Sincerely; Stewardship CommiĴee  

Yʑʗ ʃʔʇ ʖʊʇ ʘʑʋʅʇ ʑʈ Cʊʔʋʕʖ  
ʋʐ ʃ Cʊʃʐʉʋʐʉ Wʑʔʎʆ  

 

The base from which we serve as the Voice of Christ in a 
Changing World is the parish. A strong parish provides 
opportunities for sharing the Good News of Christ, for 
welcoming those that are searching for a spiritual home, 
and a base from which we are sent out into the world. 
The parish also provides a place for worship,             
community and education in the faith. To be stewards of 
the Gospel, we need to be stewards of our parish. This 
requires the vision and inspiration to see the parish, not 
as it is, but as it could be. We are called to offer ourselves 
and our treasure to make our local church all that is can 
be.  
We thank the 299 Saint Spyridon Stewards for your generous 
support. Please continue to serve our community and support 
our beloved Saint Spyridon parish.  Your stewardship offering 
may be submiĴed by mail to the church office or on our church 
website (www.Saint-Spyridon.net) for one-time and periodic 
giving.  
 

ΕυχαριστοϾΐε τις 299 οικογννειες που εκπλφρωσαν τις 
υποσχνσεις τους για το ντος 2024. Υπενθυΐϟζουΐε σε 
ϱλους ϱτι νχουν ταχυδροΐηθεϟ οι ΚαταστΣσεις 
Υπϱσχεσης του ΚαλοϾ Οικονϱΐου για το τρνχον ντος. 
Σας παρακαλοϾΐε να ανανεЏσετε την συνδροΐφ σας το 
γρηγορϱτερο δυνατϱν. Xρειαζϱΐαστε την βοφθεια και 
την υποστφριξη ϱλων σας. 

Sʖʇʙʃʔʆʕ 2024 
Sʇʒʖʇʏʄʇʔ 1ʕʖ—27ʖʊ 

Mr.  & Mrs. Steve Bedore 
Mr. & Dr. Yiorgos Bozonelos 
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Chrimpouras 
Mr. & Mrs. Niko Dagres 
Mrs. Zoe Korbakes 
Mrs. Mary Limparis 
Mr. Basil Lolis 
Mr. John Mazarakos 
Mrs. Kathy Perakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Perros 
Mr. & Mrs. Omar Ramirez 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Rousonelos 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Theodorou 
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Vasdekis 
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26 Οκτωβρϟου 
Δηΐφτριον νϾττουσι λϱγχαι Χριστν ΐου, 

Ζηλοῦντα πλευρᾶς λογχονϾκτου σῆς πΣθος. 
Εἰκοστῇ ΐελϟαι Δηΐφτριον ἕκτῃ ἀνεῖλον. 

 
Ο ̰γιος Δηΐφτριος γεννφθηκε περϟ το 280 - 284 ΐ.Χ. και ΐαρτϾρησε 
επϟ των αυτοκρατϱρων ΔιοκλητιανοϾ και ΜαξιΐιανοϾ το 303 ΐ.Χ. φ 
το 305 ΐ.Χ. φ (το πιο πιθανϱ) το 306 ΐ.Χ. 
Ο Δηΐφτριος φταν γϱνος αριστοκρατικφς οικογννειας στη 
Θεσσαλονϟκη. ΣϾντοΐα ανελϟχθηκε στις βαθΐϟδες του ΡωΐαϊκοϾ 
στρατοϾ ΐε αποτνλεσΐα σε ηλικϟα 22 ετЏν να φνρει το βαθΐϱ του 
χιλιΣρχου. Ως αξιωΐατικϱς του ρωΐαϊκοϾ στρατοϾ κΣτω απϱ τη 
διοϟκηση του ΤετρΣρχη (και νπειτα αυτοκρΣτορα) Γαλερϟου 

ΜαξιΐιανοϾ, ϱταν αυτοκρΣτορας φταν ο Διοκλητιανϱς, νγινε χριστιανϱς και φυλακϟστηκε στην 
Θεσσαλονϟκη το 303 ΐ.Χ., διϱτι αγνϱησε το διΣταγΐα του αυτοκρΣτορα ΔιοκλητιανοϾ «περϟ 
αρνφσεως του χριστιανισΐοϾ». ΜΣλιστα λϟγο νωρϟτερα εϟχε ιδρϾσει κϾκλο ννων προς ΐελντη 
της Αγϟας Γραφφς. 
Στη φυλακφ φταν και ννας νεαρϱς χριστιανϱς ο Ννστορας (εορτΣζεται στις 27 Οκτωβρϟου), ο 
οποϟος θα αντιΐετЏπιζε σε ΐονοΐαχϟα τον φοβερϱ ΐονοΐΣχο της εποχφς Λυαϟο. Ο νεαρϱς 
χριστιανϱς πριν τη ΐονοΐαχϟα επισκνφθηκε τον Δηΐφτριο και ζφτησε τη βοφθειΣ του. Ο ̰γιος 
Δηΐφτριος του νδωσε την ευχφ του και το αποτνλεσΐα φταν ο Ννστορας να νικφσει το Λυαϟο και 
να προκαλνσει την οργφ του αυτοκρΣτορα. ΔιατΣχθηκε τϱτε να θανατωθοϾν και οι δϾο, 
Ννστορας και Δηΐφτριος. 
Οι συγγραφεϟς εγκωΐϟων του Αγϟου Δηΐητρϟου, ΕυστΣθιος Θεσσαλονϟκης, Γρηγϱριος ο 
ΠαλαΐΣς και Δηΐφτριος ΧρυσολωρΣς, αναφνρουν ϱτι το σЏΐα του Αγϟου ετΣφη στον τϱπο του 
ΐαρτυρϟου, ο δε τΣφος ΐετεβλφθη σε βαθϾ φρναρ που αννβλυζε ΐϾρο, εξ ου και η προσωνυΐϟα 
του Μυροβλφτου. 
Στις βυζαντιννς εικϱνες αλλΣ και στη σϾγχρονη αγιογραφϟα ο ̰γιος Δηΐφτριος παρουσιΣζεται 
αρκετνς φορνς ως καβαλΣρης ΐε κϱκκινο Σλογο (σε αντιδιαστολφ του λευκοϾ αλϱγου του Αγϟου 
Γεωργϟου) να πατΣ τον Σπιστο Λυαϟο. 
Σφΐερα ο ̰γιος Δηΐφτριος τιΐΣται ως πολιοϾχος ̰γιος της Θεσσαλονϟκης. 

̺να απϱ τα πολλΣ θαϾΐατα του Αγϟου εϟναι και το εξφς. Το 1823 ΐ.Χ. οι ΤοϾρκοι που φταν 
αΐπαρωΐννοι στην Ακρϱπολη της Αθφνας ετοϟΐαζαν τα πυροΐαχικΣ τους για να χτυπφσουν ΐε 
τα κανϱνια τους, τους ̺λληνες που βρισκϱντουσαν στον ναϱ του Αγϟου Δηΐητρϟου, ΐα ο ̰γιος 
Δηΐφτριος νκανε το θαϾΐα του για να σωθοϾν οι Χριστιανοϟ και η πυρϟτιδα νσκασε στα χνρια 
των ΤοϾρκων καταστρνφοντας και τΐφΐα του ΐνηΐεϟου του ΠαρθενЏνα. Για να θυΐοϾνται 
αυτϱ το θαϾΐα, ο ναϱς λνγεται απϱ τϱτε ̰γιος Δηΐφτριος ΛουΐπαρδιΣρης, απϱ την λουΐπΣρδα 
δηλαδφ το κανϱνι των ΤοϾρκων που καταστρΣφηκε. 
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Το ϱχι εϟναι Σρνηση, αλλΣ συνεπΣγεται θνση. Οχι 
χωρϟς ναι, δεν ΐπορεϟ να σταθεϟ. Αυτϱ εϟναι 
φυσικϱς νϱΐος. 28 Οκτωβρϟου 1940. Στο ιταΐϱ 
τηλεγρΣφηΐα της Ιταλϟας η ΕλλΣδα απΣντησε ϱχι. 
ͥχι Ιταλν. Δε θα πατφσεις τα Σγια χЏΐατα της 
πατρϟδας. Δε θα κΣΐεις τον περϟπατϱ σου στην 
Αθφνα. 
Εϟπε αυτϱ το ϱχι ο ελληνικϱς λαϱς, αλλΣ για να 
νχει το ϱχι νϱηΐα νπρεπε να πει το «ναι» σε κΣτι 
Σλλο. Ναι στη στρΣτευση. Ναι στο να τρνξει στα 
σϾνορα και να υποστηρϟξει ΐε το αϟΐα του την 
ακεραιϱτητα της πατρϟδας. Την τιΐφ της 
οικογννειας. Την Ορθϱδοξη πϟστη. 
Αν νλεγε ϱχι και κοιΐϱταν στο σπϟτι του, το ϱχι θα 
φταν χωρϟς αντϟκρισΐα. Η αντϟσταση στα βουνΣ 
της Ηπεϟρου δεν θα υπφρχε. Δεν θα υπφρχε η 
πολϾτιΐη καθυστνρηση που τϱσο βοφθησε τις 
συΐΐαχικνς δυνΣΐεις. Δεν θα υπφρχε το θρυλικϱ 
Επος του ’40. 
Σαν ο Σνθρωπος λνει ϱχι υπερασπϟζοντας την 
ελευθερϟα και να πεθΣνει πολεΐЏντας, πεθαϟνει 
ελεϾθερος. Και φονευΐννος εϟναι νικητφς. Ο 
σκοπϱς του πετυχαϟνει πλφρως. Τα ιδανικΣ του θα 
ζουν και ϱταν αυτϱς εϟναι πεθαΐννος. Θα 
κηρϾττουν στους αιЏνες το κφρυγΐα του 
ελεϾθερου πνεϾΐατϱς του. Θα διαλαλοϾν τη νϟκη 
του. 
Δεν υπΣρχει συζφτηση. Στη βϟα του Αξονα η 
ΕλλΣδα δεν υπνκυψε. Εκανε το καθφκον της προς 
την ελευθερϟα. Τα παιδιΣ της νγραψαν χρυσνς 
σελϟδες στην ιστορϟα της. Γι’ αυτΣ ειπЏθηκε «οι 
φρωες πολεΐοϾν σαν Ελληνες». Ο ηρωισΐϱς της 
γενιΣς του ’40 εϟναι κληρονοΐιΣ πολϾτιΐη της 
ΕλλΣδας. Γι’ αυτφ την κληρονοΐιΣ δϟκαια 
υπερηφανεϾεται κΣθε Ελληνας, αλλΣ και κΣθε 
ελεϾθερο πνεϾΐα. 
Οι κληρονϱΐοι τντοιων κληρονοΐιЏν δεν νχουν 
δικαϟωΐα να επαναπαϾονται στις δΣφνες των 
προγϱνων. Πρνπει να συνεχϟζουν επΣξια την 
κληρονοΐιΣ τους. Να κοιΐοϾνται και να ξυπνοϾν 
ΐε τη σκνψη. «̰ΐΐες δε γ’ εσϱΐεθα πολλЏ 
κΣρρονες». «Εΐεϟς ϱΐως θα γϟνουΐε πολϾ 
καλϾτεροι».  Και να ΐη τους ξεγελΣ το ΐελλοντικϱ 
«θα».  Μην περιΐννουν να παρουσιασθεϟ δφθεν 
ϟδια ευκαιρϟα. Οι ευκαιρϟες εϟναι πολλνς. Η 
καθηΐερινφ ζωφ εϟναι γεΐΣτη απ’ αυτνς. Οποιος δε 

διακρϟνει αυτνς τις ευκαιρϟες, φρωας ποτν δεν 
ΐπορεϟ να γϟνει. Δεν εϟναι ανΣγκη ν’ ανεβεϟς ψηλΣ 
για να συνεχϟσεις την ηρωικφ κληρονοΐιΣ. Ο 
καθννας αναδεικνϾεται φρωας στο πϱστο του. Στ’ 
αλφθεια, ΐεγαλϾτεροι φρωες αποδεικνϾονται αυτοϟ 
που ’ναι στα ΐικρΣ πϱστα. Σε κΣθε ιστορϟα 
υπΣρχουν πιο πολλοϟ φρωες στρατιЏτες απϱ 
αξιωΐατικοϾς και ΐΣλιστα πολλνς φορνς και πιο 
ΐεγΣλοι. 
Σφΐερα το ελληνικϱ νθνος συνεχϟζει την ιστορικφ 
πορεϟα του ϱχι στα σϾνορα της γεωγραφικΣ ΐικρφς 
ΕλλΣδας. Συνεχϟζει την ιστορικφ του πορεϟα ανΣ τα 
πνρατα της οικουΐννης. Συ που ζεις σε διΣφορα 
ΐνρη του κϱσΐου εϟσαι ΐια προνκταση του 
ελληνικοϾ νθνους και συνεχϟζεις την ιστορικφ του 
πορεϟα. Και συ εϟσαι κληρονϱΐος των βαρειЏν 
κληρονοΐιЏν. Και συ φνρεις την ϟδια ευθϾνη. Και 
συ θα δЏσεις λϱγο των πρΣξεЏν σου νναντι του 
ΕλληνικοϾ νθνους, της ιστορϟας και του ΘεοϾ. 
ΚαθηΐερινΣ αγωνϟζου να ΐννεις Ελληνας. Πες ναι 
στη συνεργασϟα και την ννωση του ΕλληνισΐοϾ. 
Και εργΣζου γι’ αυτφν.  Η συνεργασϟα, η ννωση και 
η πρϱοδος του ΕλληνισΐοϾ εϟναι για πΣντα. 
ΑυτΣ ζητεϟ απϱ σννα σφΐερα να κΣΐεις η 
ελληνορθϱδοξη κληρονοΐιΣ σου. Μπορεϟ να σου 
φαϟνονται ΐικρΣ, αλλΣ εϟναι ΐεγΣλα. Μπορεϟ να 
σου φαϟνονται απλΣ, αλλΣ εϟναι δϾσκολα. Δεν 
εϟναι φανταχτερΣ και γι’ αυτϱ ϟσως κΣνεις αυτνς 
τις σκνψεις. Να εφαρΐϱζεις αυτΣ καθηΐερινΣ στη 
ζωφ σου, εϟναι πραγΐατικϱς ηρωϊσΐϱς. Με αυτϱ 
τον τρϱπο εϟσαι πανντοιΐος να ανταποκριθεϟς σε 
ΐεγαλϾτερα, ϱταν η πατρϟδα σου το ζητφσει. 
Μπορεϟ ΐε εΐπιστοσϾνη ν’ αντικρϾσεις τον δϟκαιο 
Κριτφ σου. Πες νΐπρακτα ϱχι, σε κΣθε τι αρνητικϱ 
και ναι, σε κΣθε τι θετικϱ για την πρϱοδο του 
ΕλληνισΐοϾ. 

 Ζφτω η 28η Οκτωβρϟου 1940. 
 
 

Σ̌ʇ̙̇̋̔, ̊ʛ̎̉̔̇̔ ̌̃̋ ̇̒̋̔̉̎ʃ̏̔̇̋̔ ̅̋̃ ̑̕  
«ΟΧΙ» ̖̑̕ 1940 
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