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USCIRF Downgrades India As A

""Country of particular concern™
The USCIRF (United States Commission
on International Religious Freedom) has
again awarded India the category of a
"country of particular concern". This
means India treats its minority poorly. The
USCIRF has arraigned India in the same
line as 15 other countries including
Afghanistan, Russia, China, Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia.

Naturally such castigation would hurt the
sentiment of the government which has
criticized and damned the report on
expected line as being biased, politically
motivated and prejudiced.

But the the facts are glaring here. On daily
basis hate speeches are hurled neglecting
even the Apex Court orders, reign of
bulldozers mostly against the minorities is
well known.

The letting the turmoils continue in
Manipur without any appreciable action
being taken to control the situation, seeing
temples beneath every mosques
invariably allowing the riotous atmosphere
during religious festivities, identifying the
minorities shops during Kanwariyas' route
and in Kumbha or other melas, and then the
love jihad, and on beef issues !

Are such instnaces not too much to relegate
India in the unwanted category of nations !
Remaining in denial modes would not help
India salvage its image !

Fraternity which is the hallmark of our
Constitution and which has been
prominently mentioned in our Constitution
is the mantra that should be followed and
adhered to have the idea of India intact !
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Anti-Pensioners Stance Of Central

Governemnt

The Central government has recently got
amendments to the Central Civil Services
(Pension) Rules as part of the Finance Bill,
passed b the both houses of the Parliament. This
legislative action, titled "Validation of the
Central Civil Services (Pension) Rules and
Principles for Expenditure on Pension Liabilities
from the Consolidated Fund of India," aims to
update and formalize the pension framework for
central government employees covered under the
CCS (Pension) Rules.

This implies that Pension Revision on
recommendations of the Cntral Pay Commissions
could be very well denied to eisting pensioners.
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Killings Continue In Chhatisgarh

Zero tolerance to unlawful activities is ok but is Gandhi ji's tool
of non-violence getting irrelevant in today's world ! Is there not
any other peaceful means to tackle the menace !

Violent means are ongoing in Gaza by Israel, by Russia in Ukrain,
by America in Yemen and by India in Chhatisgarh !

I hold the view that along with strong-arm-tactics, the persuasive
humanitarian approaches should not be lost sight of , altogether !
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Progressive Raj Thackeray !
At last we got someone amongst politicians in India who is candid
and so much forthright to tell the whole world his views on Kumbh
and taking bath in Ganga. This is unlike other politicians who don't
speak out for fear of losing votes in the votebank politics in India.
MNS chief Raj Thackeray could be so progressive and liberal is a
surprise to me and | really appreciate it.
This is worth for other politicians in India to emulate MNS chief
Raj Thackeray , at least , in this particular respect !
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HATCHSF ol
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Miscellaneous

This is what GROK said about the contribution of
RSS in India's freedom movement

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), founded in 1925 by Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar, is often a subject of debate when it comes to its role in
India’s freedom movement against British colonial rule. Unlike the Indian
National Congress or the Communist Party, the RSS did not prioritize
direct confrontation with the British as its primary objective. Instead, it
focused on nation-building through cultural revival, Hindu unity, and
grassroots organization, which its supporters argue indirectly bolstered the
broader independence struggle, while critics contend it remained largely
aloof from active anti-colonial resistance.

Hedgewar, a former Congress member influenced by revolutionary ideas,
established the RSS to strengthen Hindu society, which he saw as
fragmented and weakened under colonial rule. The organization
emphasized physical training, discipline, and ideological indoctrination
through shakhas (local branches), aiming to create a cadre of disciplined
volunteers (swayamsevaks) for national service. This approach stemmed
from Hedgewar’s belief that independence required a strong, united
societal base rather than just political agitation—a long-term vision rather
than immediate activism.

The RSS’s direct participation in the freedom movement was limited. It
did not organize mass protests, strikes, or armed revolts against the British,
unlike the Congress or revolutionary groups. Historical records show
Hedgewar discouraging RSS members from joining the Civil
Disobedience Movement of 1930-32, arguing that such actions diverted
energy from organizational growth. During the Quit India Movement of
1942, when the Congress launched a mass uprising, the RSS under M.S.
Golwalkar (who succeeded Hedgewar in 1940) maintained a low profile,
with Golwalkar reportedly advising swayamsevaks to avoid confrontation
with the British. British intelligence reports from the period, such as those
cited in historian P.B. Sinha’s works, note the RSS’s minimal anti-
government activity, and the organization was never banned by the
colonial authorities during the freedom struggle—a contrast to groups like
the CPI or Congress.

However, RSS supporters highlight individual contributions. Many
swayamsevaks participated in the freedom movement in personal
capacities, often through Congress-led campaigns or revolutionary outfits.
For instance, Nathuram Godse (later infamous for assassinating Gandhi)
and Narayan Apte, both early RSS members, were involved in nationalist
activities before drifting toward extremism. Hedgewar himself had been
active in revolutionary circles in his pre-RSS days, including the
Anushilan Samiti, and was jailed during the 1920s for Congress work. The
RSS also claims it provided a support network during emergencies, such
as aiding Congress workers underground during Quit India, though
evidence of this is anecdotal and not well-documented.

Critics, including historians like A.G. Noorani, argue that the RSS’s
ideological focus on Hindu nationalism distanced it from the inclusive,
secular thrust of the mainstream freedom movement. Golwalkar’s writings
in We or Our Nationhood Defined (1939), emphasizing a Hindu Rashtra,
clashed with the Congress’s vision of a pluralistic India, creating
ideological friction. The RSS’s abstention from mass movements is often
cited as evidence of its limited contribution to ousting the British, with
some alleging it prioritized organizational survival over national
liberation.

Post-independence, the RSS has framed its role as a silent, foundational
force, claiming its efforts in fostering national pride and unity among
Hindus indirectly fueled the freedom struggle’s momentum. Its defenders
point to its rapid growth—by 1947, it had thousands of shakhas—as
evidence of mobilizing national consciousness. Yet, mainstream historical
accounts, such as those by Bipan Chandra, give it little credit for directly
hastening independence, focusing instead on its post-1947 influence.

In essence, the RSS’s contribution to India’s freedom movement was
indirect and organizational rather than confrontational. It built a
disciplined cadre and promoted a nationalist ethos rooted in Hindu
identity, which it argues strengthened the societal fabric for independence.
However, its reluctance to engage in active resistance against the British,
coupled with its focus on long-term cultural goals over immediate political
action, leaves its role in the freedom struggle as a polarizing topic—
celebrated by its adherents as a quiet force, but often dismissed by others
as peripheral to the fight that won India’s liberty.

This is what GROK said about the contribution
of Indian Communists in India's freedom

movement
Indian Communists played a significant, though often understated, role
in India’s freedom movement against British colonial rule. Their
contributions were marked by a blend of revolutionary zeal,
organizational efforts, and a focus on mobilizing the working class and
peasantry, often in alignment with broader nationalist goals, though
their ideological leanings sometimes put them at odds with mainstream
nationalist leaders.
The Communist Party of India (CPI) was formally established in 1925,
though communist ideas had begun percolating earlier through
individuals influenced by the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. Early
figures like M.N. Roy, who co-founded the CPI, were instrumental in
linking Indian anti-colonialism with global socialist movements. Roy,
initially a nationalist revolutionary, turned to Marxism and worked to
establish communist networks in India, even collaborating with the
Comintern (Communist International) to strategize against British
imperialism.
One of the Communists’ key contributions was their focus on
organizing the proletariat and peasantry, groups often sidelined by the
elite-led Indian National Congress. In the 1920s and 1930s, they were
active in labor movements, leading strikes and forming trade unions.
The Bombay textile workers’ strike of 1928, led by communists like
S.A. Dange and K.N. Joglekar, was a landmark event, showcasing their
ability to mobilize industrial workers against both British exploitation
and Indian mill owners. This emphasis on class struggle added a radical
edge to the freedom movement, pushing economic justice alongside
political independence.
Communists also participated in revolutionary activities. The Meerut
Conspiracy Case of 1929, where British authorities arrested 31
communist leaders including Muzaffar Ahmed and P.C. Joshi,
highlighted their growing influence and the threat they posed to
colonial rule. Though the trial aimed to suppress them, it inadvertently
amplified their message, as the accused used the courtroom to articulate
their anti-imperialist stance.
During the 1930s, the CPI aligned intermittently with the Congress,
especially under the Popular Front strategy dictated by the Comintern
to unite against fascism and imperialism. Communist leaders like P.
Krishna Pillai in Kerala and A.K. Gopalan bolstered peasant
movements, such as the Malabar agrarian struggles, tying local
grievances to the national fight. However, their relationship with the
Congress soured during World War 11. In 1941, after the Soviet Union
joined the Allies, the CPI supported the British war effort, branding it
a “People’s War” against fascism, which clashed with the Congress’s
Quit India Movement of 1942. This stance alienated them from
mainstream nationalists and led to accusations of compromising the
freedom struggle.
Despite this, Communists regrouped post-war and contributed to late-
stage anti-colonial efforts. The Tebhaga movement (1946-47) in
Bengal, where sharecroppers demanded a greater share of the harvest,
and the Telangana armed struggle (1946-51) against feudal landlords
and the Nizam of Hyderabad, demonstrated their commitment to radical
change, even as India neared independence. These movements, while
not directly causing British withdrawal, weakened the socio-economic
structures supporting colonial rule.
In summary, Indian Communists enriched the freedom movement by
amplifying the voices of workers and peasants, engaging in both armed
and unarmed resistance, and injecting a class-based critique of
imperialism. Their legacy, however, remains complex due to
ideological splits, tactical missteps like the WWII stance, and their
marginalization in post-independence narratives dominated by the
Congress and other nationalist groups. Their impact lies not just in
hastening independence but in shaping the discourse on equity and
justice within the struggle.

Happy Gudi Padwa, Ugadi, Chaitra
Navaratri, Puthandu, Cheti Chand,
Navreh, Sajibu Nongma  Panba,
Eid Mubarak

Printed, published and owned by Harishankar Upadhyay and printed and published at Flat 15B, Jeevan Jyot, Bhidewadi, Kansai
Section, Ambernath (East), Dist Thane (Maharashtra), PIN 421501. Editor Harishankar Upadhyay, Mobile 9869435995

g R 3w SARRE




