Instructional Model Overview for Teaching Applicants
At American Legacy Academy, our instructional model is intentionally designed to support high-quality teaching, manageable workloads, and strong student relationships. All teachers specialize in a focused content area and teach only the subjects in which they excel.
Teacher Specialization
Teachers at ALA will specialize in one instructional track:
Humanities Track
· Literacy (phonics, reading, writing)
· Social Studies
STEM Track
· Mathematics
· Science
· LEGO/STEM integration (as applicable by grade level)
This structure allows teachers to deepen their expertise, plan more effectively, and deliver stronger instruction.
Departmentalized K–8 Model
All grade levels at ALA are departmentalized, meaning students move between two classrooms each day:
· One Humanities classroom
· One STEM classroom
Teachers do not self-contain all four core subjects. Instead, each teacher focuses on their specialty and collaborates closely with their instructional partner.
Your Teaching Assignment
Each full-time teacher at ALA will teach two groups of students:
· You will teach your specialty content to Class A and Class B
· Your partner teacher will teach the complementary content to those same two classes
· Students rotate, not teachers—your room is your instructional home
· Planning is streamlined and focused on your two subject areas only
This model reduces burnout, increases consistency, and ensures every student receives instruction from a subject-area expert.
Collaboration & Planning
Each Humanities and STEM teacher pair functions as a teaching team, sharing:
· Student progress notes
· Behavior and SEL supports
· Planning alignment
· Scheduling and pacing
· Parent communication (shared responsibility)
Weekly PLCs and coaching cycles further support alignment and collaboration.

Benefits for Teachers
✔ Focused Content Load
Teach only two subjects instead of four.
✔ Smaller Planning Scope
Deep, intentional planning without overwhelming content breadth.
✔ Two Consistent Student Cohorts
Build strong relationships with a manageable, consistent student group.
✔ Shared Responsibility
Two teachers share academic, behavioral, and SEL support for the same students.
✔ Professional Growth
Specialization fosters mastery and opens leadership pathways within subject areas.
✔ Clear Routines & Structures
Students follow the same daily patterns, reducing transitions and improving engagement.

What We Look for in Teachers
· Strong content knowledge in your specialization
· A passion for structured, evidence-based instruction
· Willingness to collaborate closely with a grade-level partner
· Clear communication skills
· A commitment to consistent routines and expectations
· Ability to analyze data and differentiate instruction
· Belief that every child can grow and succeed
· Alignment with ALA’s mission of Learn • Lead • Legacy

Why This Model Works
Our specialized, partner-based approach increases:
· Instructional quality
· Teacher confidence
· Student engagement
· Classroom management
· Academic outcomes
· Professional satisfaction
When teachers teach what they love—and do it well—students thrive.


K–3 Humanities & STEM Teachers
Minimum Qualifications
· Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education (ECE) or 24 credit hours in ECE
· Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential preferred
· 18 clock hours of Health and Safety Training
· CPR & First Aid Certification
· Safe Sport Certification
· Arizona IVP Fingerprint Clearance Card
Experience
· Minimum 1 year teaching experience in Early Childhood Education
Core Competencies
· Strong communication with young learners
· Patience and empathy
· Creativity in instructional delivery
· Team collaboration with families and staff
· Culturally responsive teaching
· Adaptability in dynamic classroom environments
· Organizational ability in managing learning centers and routines
· Models and integrates core character values
· Facilitates foundational and exploratory learning activities
· Engages families in early childhood growth and development
Grades 4–8 Humanities Teachers
Minimum Qualifications
· Bachelor’s Degree in English, Social Studies, Education, or a related field
· 18 clock hours of Health and Safety Training
· CPR & First Aid Certification
· Safe Sport Certification
· Arizona IVP Fingerprint Clearance Card
Experience
· Minimum 1 year teaching experience (grades 4–8)
Core Competencies
· Strong reading and writing pedagogy
· Culturally responsive literature instruction
· Facilitation of student inquiry and Socratic dialogue
· Collaboration with grade-level humanities teams
· Models and integrates core character values
· Facilitates project-based and interdisciplinary learning
· Promotes global awareness and civic responsibility
· Builds partnerships with families to support literacy and history learning
Grades 4–8 STEM Teachers
Minimum Qualifications
· Bachelor’s Degree in Math, Science, Engineering, or STEM Education
· 18 clock hours of Health and Safety Training
· CPR & First Aid Certification
· Safe Sport Certification
· Arizona IVP Fingerprint Clearance Card
Experience
· Minimum 1 year teaching experience (grades 4–8)
Core Competencies
· Inquiry-based, data-driven STEM instruction
· Real-world application of math and science
· Integration of technology and engineering tools
· Collaboration with STEM teaching teams
· Models and integrates core character values
· Facilitates project-based STEM explorations
· Cultivates future-ready problem-solving skills
· Engages families and community experts in applied STEM learning


Humanities Teacher (Grades K–8) 
Role
Serves as an instructional leader in the humanities, delivering integrated instruction in English Language Arts, Social Studies, and character education. Supports the development of students' literacy, historical understanding, moral reasoning, and civic awareness across all grade levels. Upholds ALA’s mission to cultivate intellectual, moral, and physical development through rigorous and values-centered instruction.
Authority Level
Leads classroom instruction in language arts and social studies for assigned grade levels, with autonomy to implement curriculum, design assessments, and create a respectful, engaging learning environment. Responsible for contributing to ALA’s academic excellence, character formation, and interdisciplinary learning framework.
Responsibilities
The Humanities Teacher supports ALA’s holistic mission by fostering foundational literacy, deep historical awareness, and virtuous citizenship. Through a blend of classical content and inquiry-based practices, the teacher inspires curiosity, cultivates ethical reflection, and strengthens students’ capacity for thoughtful communication.
Instructional Excellence
· Deliver interdisciplinary instruction in ELA and Social Studies that integrates reading, writing, speaking, and listening
· Align instruction with Arizona State Standards, school-developed pacing guides, and ALA’s essentialist-constructivist framework
· Incorporate fiction, nonfiction, primary sources, and historical texts that promote critical thinking and engagement
· Differentiate instruction to meet the developmental and academic needs of K–8 students, including ELL and SPED populations
Assessment and Academic Progress Monitoring
· Administer assessments that measure comprehension, critical thinking, and content mastery
· Use student data and classroom performance to inform lesson design and instructional adjustments
· Monitor student progress toward learning objectives and maintain accurate academic records
· Prepare students for internal benchmarks and state-mandated assessments in reading and writing
Character and Civic Development
· Integrate moral and civic themes into literature and history instruction, reinforcing ALA’s character education goals
· Model and reinforce core virtues such as honesty, responsibility, and perseverance
· Lead discussions and activities that build empathy, justice, and informed citizenship
· Support a classroom environment that promotes respect, inclusion, and collaborative problem-solving
Collaboration and Professional Practice
· Participate actively in Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) to support interdisciplinary learning and literacy across subjects
· Collaborate with the Academic Director, Instructional Coach, and SPED/ELL Coordinator to refine curriculum and support student needs
· Engage in professional development aligned with instructional priorities and ALA’s educational philosophy
· Communicate effectively with families regarding academic progress, behavioral growth, and learning goals
Alignment with ALA’s Mission and Pillars
· Promote ALA’s pillars of Academic Excellence, Character Development, and Physical Fitness through intentional teaching and integration
· Reinforce literacy across the curriculum and highlight connections between historical, ethical, and real-world themes
· Implement a balance of structured learning (essentialism) and student inquiry (constructivism) to promote lifelong learning
· Inspire student curiosity, reflective thinking, and a commitment to making a meaningful contribution to their communities
Reporting Structure
Reports To: Academic Director
Collaborates With: Instructional Coach, SPED/ELL Coordinator, STEM Teacher, and grade-level teams to support curricular alignment and student achievement
Receives Support From: Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), Instructional Coach, and school-based professional development
STEM Teacher (Grades K–8)
Role
Serves as a subject-area expert in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), with a strong emphasis on building students’ mathematical reasoning, problem-solving abilities, and scientific literacy. Provides foundational instruction in math and science that integrates hands-on learning, conceptual understanding, and ethical reflection—advancing ALA’s mission to cultivate academic excellence, strong character, and physical well-being.
Authority Level
Leads classroom instruction in mathematics and science for assigned grade levels, with professional autonomy to design and deliver content, administer assessments, and manage a positive and inquiry-driven learning environment. Ensures students develop core computational fluency, scientific inquiry skills, and cross-disciplinary thinking in alignment with ALA’s essentialist-constructivist framework.
Responsibilities
The STEM Teacher plays a key role in ALA’s departmentalized instructional model by fostering curiosity, mathematical thinking, scientific investigation, and real-world application. Through a balance of direct instruction and active exploration, the teacher helps students build foundational knowledge and critical STEM competencies.
Instructional Excellence
· Deliver rigorous, standards-aligned instruction in mathematics and science, using a structured scope and sequence and pacing guides provided by ALA
· Teach core mathematical concepts such as number operations, algebraic thinking, geometry, measurement, and data analysis
· Integrate scientific inquiry, engineering design, and mathematical modeling to promote critical thinking and problem-solving
· Use math-focused instructional strategies including manipulatives, visual models, and real-world word problems
· Differentiate instruction to support all learners, including English Language Learners and students with special needs
Assessment and Academic Progress Monitoring
· Design and administer formative and summative assessments that measure student proficiency in mathematics and science content
· Analyze student achievement data to inform instructional adjustments and reteach foundational math skills as needed
· Track student growth in mathematical fluency, problem-solving, and conceptual understanding
· Prepare students for state and internal math and science benchmarks by building both test readiness and conceptual mastery
Integration and Interdisciplinary Learning
· Reinforce mathematical literacy across the curriculum, including graphing, measurement, data interpretation, and math-based writing prompts
· Collaborate with the Humanities Teacher to create interdisciplinary projects that connect math to social studies and real-world applications
· Embed opportunities for cross-content integration, such as using math in environmental science, technology design, and economics lessons
Collaboration and Professional Practice
· Participate actively in Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), sharing math strategies, co-analyzing student work, and supporting schoolwide initiatives
· Collaborate with the Academic Director, Instructional Coach, and SPED/ELL Coordinator to support math intervention, curriculum development, and differentiation
· Engage in professional learning that deepens understanding of mathematical pedagogy, including conceptual teaching methods, productive struggle, and mastery learning
· Maintain consistent communication with families about students’ math progress, strengths, challenges, and strategies for support
Alignment with ALA’s Mission and Instructional Model
· Advance ALA’s three pillars: Academic Excellence, Character Development, and Physical Fitness
· Promote mathematics as a gateway to analytical thinking, logical decision-making, and responsible problem-solving
· Implement essentialist practices to build strong foundational math skills, while integrating constructivist methods that promote inquiry and discovery
· Help students see the relevance of math in everyday life, global issues, and future careers, fostering both competence and curiosity
Reporting Structure
Reports To: Academic Director
Collaborates With: Instructional Coach, SPED/ELL Coordinator, Humanities Teacher, and interdisciplinary grade-level teams to ensure cohesive and effective STEM instruction
Receives Support From: Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), instructional leadership, and ongoing professional development in STEM and mathematics instruction

