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Winter 2021 Newsletter 

Arcadia Park Estates  
“The Scoop”   

Board of Directors Message 

Hello to all our residents, we wish to extend a warm welcome to our homeowners and residents who have made 

Arcadia Park Estates their choice of residence. We’re glad you are here and part of our community.  

SO, WHAT IS A COMMUNITY? 

 At the basic level, a community can be defined like this: 

A community is a group of people who share something in common, care deeply about each other, and 

works closely together.  

 

In this 4th quarter issue of Arcadia Park Estates Newsletter “The Scoop”, you will find many topics related to 

our community. 

National Night Out 
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On Tuesday October 5th we participated in the annual National Night Out. The program is mean to heightens 

awareness of crime prevention, generates support for and participation in local anti-crime efforts, strengthens 

neighborhood spirit and police/community partnership, and sends a message to criminals that our 

neighborhoods are organized and fighting back. Cary Moon, District 4 Council Member, Alicia Ortis, District 

Director, FWPD Neighborhood Patrol Officer Billy Ward, Fort Worth Fire & Rescue, Rosalinda Mendoza, 

North Division Crime Prevention Specialist and Mc Gruff the Crime Dog along with Star Wars Darth Vader 

also made a visit. Cupcakes, candy, donuts, and cold water were available to all.  

A great evening was enjoyed by all.  

 

 

 

Stop Sign Concerns 

We continue to see some vehicles operators failing to stop at the intersection of Arcadia Park Drive and Jenny 

Lake Trail. Our concerns were sent to our Neighborhood Patrol Officer (NPO) Billy Ward. It was reported that 

small children were waiting for their school bus when a vehicle failed to stop at the intersection. NPO Billy 

Ward requested a traffic study be conducted since this intersection has always been a concern with some drivers 

not stopping. Additional police surveillance, when possible, will be provided. We also requested the city replace 

the crosswalk markings at this intersection since they are deteriorated.  

It is imperative that we make every effort to abide by the speed limit established for our community which is 30 

MPH. Cross walk areas were identified and marked at the four-way stop intersection at Arcadia Park Drive and 

Jenny Lake Trail and speed bumps were placed by the city some years ago. These were initiated to deter 

speeding and as a safety concern for residents and children crossing the intersection to the park area. 

 

Resident’s Curb Address Markings 

We are moving closer to having the resident’s curb address marking implemented. Some residents have already 

notified Brenda Waters, Sr Property Manager, at bwaters@spectrumam.com that they have special marking at 

their curb such as universities, favorite sports team, military emblem, and those who notify Spectrum will not 

have their unique markings painted over. However, if they want to opt in to receive the new generic, they will 

need to notify Spectrum that they wish to opt in otherwise the contractor will not paint over the current unique 

mailto:bwaters@spectrumam.com
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curb address.  Brenda will do one more drive through our neighborhood in a few weeks to assure those with 

unique marking wish to keep the one they currently have. 

Area Road Construction Updates 

The construction to widen North Riverside Drive to a four-lane road from North Tarrant Parkway south to 

Basswood Elementary school is complete. However, one northbound lane of traffic is closed while the City 

replaces the Carolina Court entrance from North Riverside Dr  

The project to widen North Riverside Drive to a four-lane road from North Tarrant Parkway northward to the 

Shiver Road roundabout started in July. Completion is scheduled for August 2022. This second North Riverside 

Drive Road improvement project will provide four lanes from North Tarrant Parkway northward to the existing 

Shiver Road traffic circle. It will also rework all four sides of the North Tarrant and North Riverside 

intersection complete with updated traffic signals and crossings.  

HOA Assessments 

As most of you are aware the Arcadia Park Estates HOA is a managed community whose operation costs are 

funded through quarterly assessments of the Arcadia Park Estates owners. Upon purchasing your home and 

signing your mortgage paperwork you have agreed to abide by the HOA covenants and pay your quarterly 

assessment. In January of each year the board offers an early bird discount of $30 if assessments are paid for the 

entire year. Instead of $300 or $75 per quarter residents can pay $270. If, at any time you fail to render your 

assessment as required, the operating budget can quickly slide into an operating deficit that can carry over into 

the following months requiring us to reduce spending, cancel contracts and make other adjustments to balance 

the budget. Delinquent assessments effects all of us.  

If you are having difficulties, please let Spectrum Association Management know. We will work with you on 

this issue.  

Guide to Gardening During a Texas Winter 

 
Most homeowners or outdoor enthusiasts have, at some point in their lives, taken on the daunting task of 

bringing new life into their garden. These folks know that gardening is a labor of love, and they likely also 

know how disheartening it can be when external factors, like weather, cause your hard work to go to waste. The 

good news for our Texas residents out there is that Texas winters can be reasonably moderate. Any good Texan 

knows that every winter will bring the occasional freeze, but for the most part, temperatures will be cold yet 

tolerable (except for the northernmost Texas cities located close to and inside of the panhandle). However, 

there’s still a sizable difference in temperature between a Texas spring or summer and a Texas winter, and it’s 

important to take the necessary precautions to make sure your beloved garden can survive until the next season, 

either while growing or dormant. For the most avid gardening enthusiasts, one season of flowers and vegetables 

just isn’t enough. The good news is that there are plenty of plants that thrive in colder temperatures. Below 

you’ll find our top tips for Texas residents on how to “winterize” your garden in Texas and satisfy your winter 

gardening cravings. 

Preparing Your Garden 

Some favorite Texas flowers that bloom in winter include the following 

• Dianthus (best for cooler north Texas temperatures) 
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• Pansies 

• Snapdragons 

• Sweet Alyssum (best for southern Texas with minimal frost) 

When to plant 
 

For winter vegetables in Texas, planting season starts anywhere between late summer and the end of fall. Our 

recommendation is to plan your planting days for the middle of fall, when you’ll reap the benefits of cold 

temperatures at night, but temperatures will be moderate enough during the day to be enjoyable. The closer you 

get to cold days, the better luck you’ll have against diseases and pests, which become more dormant during 

colder temperatures. If you’d like to plant a second crop during winter, we suggest aiming for January or early 

February. 

Since Texas is a big state, you’ll have the most success planting for the temperatures that are most specific to 

your region. For detailed dates on planting times for each vegetable, check out A&M’s chart on Texas regional 

planting here. 

How To Water During Winter in Texas 

Watering your garden  

There are several tips to keep in mind when watering your garden during the winter. You’ll want to water your 

plants once or twice a month unless Texas is experiencing a particularly dry winter. Your plants are likely to 

absorb more water during the earlier hours of the day; however, try to make sure that the temperatures are above 

45 degrees Fahrenheit. For most days, this shouldn’t be an issue in Texas, but occasionally, you’ll get a cold 

snap during which temperatures dip below normal. Make sure to water both winter plants as well as perennials 

that might be dormant, as their roots will still need water to stay alive until spring. Only water until the soil of 

your garden is moist and try to avoid watering when you are expecting a freeze! 

Watering your lawn 

Though it may be tempting, make sure to remain on a consistent watering schedule until temperatures drop 

below freezing. You can typically expect this to happen during some point in November, so plan to continue 

with your regular watering schedule until the days start to get significantly shorter. Truly frozen lawns aren’t a 

huge concern in Texas, as it typically doesn’t stay below freezing for more than a night or two. You should plan 

to stay on a consistent watering schedule when you are experiencing a dry winter. Barring frozen soil, we 

recommend watering your lawn every two to three weeks for 15 to 20 minutes during the winter months. It’s 

especially important to water your lawn earlier during the day in the winter so that it has adequate time to dry 

before the evening rolls around. For ease of watering your lawn during the cold winter months, we recommend 

using a sprinkler system that you can simply turn on in the morning and turn off 15 minutes later, minimizing 

time spent outside in the chilly weather. Check out our favorite Element sprinkler system below. 

 Crime Prevention Programs 

The City of Fort Worth and the Fort Worth Police Department offer many crime prevention programs for its 

residents. Two of the most popular are Crime Watch and Citizens on Patrol. Fort Worth has thousands of      

volunteers currently active in these two programs and both have proven very effective in reducing 

neighborhood crime. Arcadia Park Estates has volunteers in both programs.  

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/earthkind/ekgarden14.html
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Crime Watch is a very successful national program administered by the Fort Worth Police Department. Crime 

Watch establishes and trains a block of neighbors on how to look after their street. Once enough residents in a 

block are organized, Crime Watch signs are posted on their street and they are trained on how to identify and 

report possible criminal activities they observe. Who better than the people who live on a street to notice out of 

place cars and suspicious activity? It’s simply good neighbors knowing what to look for and watching out for 

each other.  

If you are interested in forming a Crime Watch on your street, you can contact FWPD Crime Prevention 

Specialist Rosalinda Mendoza at 817-392-3170.  

 

 

The Citizen on Patrol (COP) program trains citizen volunteers to actively patrol their community in cars, on 

foot, or on bicycles. Once volunteers pass a background check, complete a four-hour training class, and 

complete a training ride with an experienced Cop patroller, they patrol their neighborhood. Upon completion of 

the training these volunteers are issued police radios and equipment and are ready to patrol on their own.  

COP patrollers carry no weapons. There are no scheduled patrols, volunteers simply go out when they have the 

time. These patrols are strictly non-confrontational, COP patrollers do not approach or get involved in any way 

with possible offenders. They simply act as extra eyes and ears for the police. They observe, report, and stay at 

a safe distance from the incident they are observing. Fort Worth’s Citizen on Patrol program has received 

national and international acclaim.  

If you are interested in joining Citizens on Patrol, you can contact the North Division COP Coordinator Cindy 

Strause at 817-392-3172.  

 

Volunteers Needed 

Your homeowner’s association could use your help. We have several committees where you can be involved in 

helping to plan Landscaping, Social Events, Newsletter, Website to name a few. Please contact Brenda Waters 

if you are interested. It usually only requires one or two hours per month. 
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Neighborhood Little Free Library 

Our HOA Vice President, Kimberly Coltrin is working with Alicia Ortiz, City District Director for Council 

Member Cary Moon to see if we can be granted permission to erect a Little Free Library in our neighborhood. 

The desired location would be near the park entrance at Jenny Lake Trail and Arcadia Park Drive. 

Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization based in Hudson, Wisconsin their mission is to be a catalyst for 
building community, inspiring readers, and expanding book access for all through a global network of 
volunteer-led Little Free Libraries. 
 
Their vision is a Little Free Library in every community and a book for every reader. We believe all people are 
empowered when the opportunity to discover a personally relevant book to read is not limited by time, space, 
or privilege. 
 

 

 

Happy & Safe Holiday Season 

Wishing, all residents a safe and happy holiday season. We hope to have more 

social events in 2022 where we can meet and greet our neighbors. 
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