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(a) Recent cases of Euthanasia in India have once again raised the debate over this :',:;[,ff”ﬂ'"
controversial practice. Explain what are the ethical issues involved in Euthanasia? )
What is the stand of the government in this regard and what in your opinion :;‘s‘:':;"mm
should be done? (150 words, 10 miarks) on this margin
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ation of ethics in Government organizations, hoth Code
) it ?tg::: Z;eg:;duet have their own limitations. Discuss? How in your
o iﬁt::ixcsa :::;blic services code can be designed in India? (150 words, 10 marks)
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(a) Across the world, there are more men who are active in science, technology A1) 4
engineering and medicine (STEM) than women. What are the socio-psycholo gicai St g

reasons behind this gender-divide? What can be done in this regard? r,:g:“
.—-—"'"-_-’- ———— .
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(b) “A conflict of interest is something which is quite obvious for a public servant,| "1
Its presence is not-an-issue but how it is resolved can be of great significance to| "
ensure probity in governance.” Do you agree with this statement? What standards| 1/
and procedures can be followed to resolve such situations? (150 words, 10 marks)

Coplict of fntivest S to o
v e on stonetm oo u—:&»u,sf
amtenats Q’G on Bdiv<duo]

Candidate
must et write
an this margin

G@%&‘&MMM.%M% i

pebiow . U e oy Aton The peksy
fedees Naw {Jiw — ot r\A.an&
WH""WWW b beowmas a
Cholovpe . |
(Brardendo e Stasbvny “d |
© Keefrng W{MW% DU

UPSC--CSE--EXAM ==

Smaritwork Labs, Shop No 57, 2nd/3rd Floor, Old Rajendra Nagar Market.
Contact - 9810949873 (Atul Garg); 9667461651 // www.smartworklabs.in




SMARTWORK LABS
IAS ACADEMY

W‘L bhangal

h/\,d ol sl W o s
Poonet
@ Colbivaling  Lnmotioad Indcllgence

uwwsag O¥dena {j«w Revioxs 9_'\9_&
(h whibien i (FS phimafacs
l/\n\(vxf.li_ QTSR gm}MMuUD"L)

O_g Culens s WW C—/O"\-{]’L‘;-’Q'
¥ P

MM a2y JO nrodee Ol aommand,

UPSC——CSE-—EXAM

Smariwork Labs, Shop No 57, 2nd/3rd Floor, Old Rajendra Nagar Mar rket.
Contact - 98109498‘.-’3 (Atul Garg); 9667461651 1/ www.smartworklabs.in




Q.3

SMARTWORK LABS

IAS ACADEMY
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Q.3 (b) What is the difference between the following:

(75 Words each, 2x5=10 Marks)
i. Justice and Fairness
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Q.3 \ ii. Persuasion and Manipulation
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(a) What do you understand by the term ‘public servant’? Reflect on the expected
role of a public servant. (150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.5 Given below are quotations of moral thinkers/philosophers. For each of these,

bring out what it means to you in the present context.

(a) "For the senses wander, and when , it carries

wisdom away like a windblown ship on the waters.” - Bhagavad Gita
(150 words, 10 marks)
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(b) “Where scriptural laws conflict with what is righteous an t, there justice shall
be the valid criterion, the written text loses its relevance.” Kautilya

(150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.5 | (c) "Relativity applies to physics, not ethics" - Albert Einstein
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Q.6

(a) Social norms and culture influence both a country’s
performance. Examine this statement in the context of Indian society?
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Q.6 (b) What in your opinion are the five most important ethical traits which can he

used as a criterion to judge the overall performance and effectiveness of a civil
servant. Justify their inclusion in the matrix. (150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.7

SECTION - B

More than 100 countries who have been part of the United Nations Environment
Assembly, including India, have signed a resolution to draw up an agreement
which will in the future make it legally binding for the signatories to address the
full life of plastics from production to disposal, to end plastic pollution.

Accordingly, Prime Minister of India had announced that India would soon
eliminate single-use plastics. The items on which the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has announced a ban are earbuds, balloon sticks, candy and ice-
cream sticks, cutlery items including plates, cups, glasses, forks, spoons, knives,
trays; sweet boxes, invitation cards, cigarette packs, PVC banners and polystyrene
for decoration. The issue aroused is that since half the plastic now produced is
meant to be used only once, India has to figure out what plastic it wants to use
and ban — and how it will recycle all that trash.

Delhi is ranked highest among the cities with maximum use of plastic (single use
plastic). Plastic is also one of the main contributors to the garbage disposal
problem the city is facing for many years. The major challenge in Delhi is that
there is no viable alternative as of now for single-use plastic items. The
alternative to single-use plastic items, especially single-use plastic bags and
bottles, which are used to sell packaged products/ drinks, needs to be affordable
for the consumers. Apart from the challenge that is faced by the consumers, other
issue arises is with the people whose livelihood survives on the supply chain of
plastic; this goes from the factory manufacturing plastic to the ragpickers. Their
livelihood will be snatched by this ban.

You are the Municipal commissioner of Delhi, and you are asked to prepare a
report and submit it to the ministry. The situation is very tricky from you as
earlier laws have failed to change the behaviour of people towards the use of
plastic. In this regard, analyse the situation from different perspectives, and also

suggest a way forward that can help in successfully implementing the ban made on
single plastic. " (250 words, 20 marks)
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d school in the northerp
incipal of a government funde re
g ar;ht_l;e:;;:;i;;s culturally diverse and children from different Commuyp;
India. lthi school to get education. The school is known for giving tpe
com:-tstom e:lucation as well as extra-curricular activities like sports, art,
resul

music.

1&; ..
belt
angd

up of parents belonging to a particular community approaches yoy
g:: :i?;: f:o a:plicsrtion regarding the stoppage of the comgulsory r;:itation of
Sanskrit shlokas, which have been derived from th.e Hindu'scnpture,:s. e parents
are of the view that these shlokas derived from Hindu scnptures. violate m:,t fmly
the right to religion of minority communities but also the right .o! atheists,
agnostics, sceptics, rationalists and others who did not ag{ee with this ?vste'm :lf
prayers. As per these parents, such shlokas are also agemst' th-e constitution
morality which calls for the secular nature of state funded institutions.

When you discuss the matter with the teacher’s union, they emphasiz.ed on
recitation of these shlokas in the morning assemblies, as they connoted “universal
truths” and, hence, could not be categorized as religious in nature. Even Gandhi ji
has emphasized the importance of religion in moral development of the children.
Also, it will be difficult to teach morality to the children without touching any

aspect of religion. Parents even don’t have any authority to interfere in the
curriculum of the school.

Soon, parents from Hindu community start pressing you to continue with the
Sanskrit shlokas. They are threatening to change the school of their wards if any
ban is made on Sanskrit shlokas. Everybody seems to be divided on this issue and
you are afraid that soon it may take a communal turn. Analyze the whole issue

from different perspectives and explain what is your take on this matter? Also
explain what steps you can take to resolve the situation?

(250 words, 20 Marks)
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You are the CEO of an MNC operating in India. Your company runs a very popular
micro-blogging social media website. The website is famous among all sections of
society. Even the government uses it to announce its policies and communicate
with the people. Even the Prime Minister and President of India have their
accounts on your site. Users can directly tag high level officials and bring their
attention to ground level issues. Thus, to some extent, your website has

contributed to good governance. But, just like every technology, it has created
some confrontations also.

In the last two years, many protests have been going on against different policies
of the central government and protesters are using your social media website to
propagate their stance and gain more supporters. In this context, your company is
receiving multiple requests from the government to delete certain accounts or
block the messages of people who are protesting against the government. The
central government under local Information Technology Law has this power to
direct intermediaries to remove certain content from their portals. Any such
request for blocking the content must be based on reasons given in the law.

You are also an Indian and you personally believe that the government is using its
power to curb the dissenting voices. It is against basic rights of people and
constitutional morality. Any removal of content will serve only the ruling political
party but not the nation. Also, the content which has been asked to be removed is
completely ok as per your company’s policy and rules. In your company’s
shareholders meeting also, pressure has been created on you to go as per the law
and comply with the demands of the government. But you are a man of integrity,
and your voice of conscience is raising a red flag in this regard.

In this context, explain what your duty as the CEO of the company is and also as
the responsible citizen. Discuss the options available to you along with their pros
and cons. Also explain what course of action you will take.

(250 words, 20 Marks)
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Q.11

Monika is a District Collector (DC) of a coastal region in Southern India. An
NGO has approached her regarding a complaint of high-rise residential
building construction near a famous lake lying under her area of jiirisdiction.
When she enquired into the case, she found that high-rise-apartments have been
constructed eight years back, but they are in violation of coastal regulation-zone
(CRZ) norms. The owners had bought the highly expensive apartments after
obtaining all permissions _and licenses from the administration at that time.
Thus, it may appear wrong to punish them for the possible mistakes committed
by builders and others, but not taking action may also set a wrong precedent.

When the news got out that Monika is planning to act against the high-rise
apartments, she started getting calls from all spheres. Some of her colleagues and
subordinates also start pressurizing her that administration will get a bad name if
this case is opened. They may also get punished as files of the project was passed
under their regime. Also, her predecessor, under whom the project got clearance,
is a senior IAS officer and has strong links with the political lobby of the state.

But despite of all the pressure, Monika is confused, and her conscience
is motivating her to act, but she don’t know what the correct course of action
shall be. Any action or inaction on part of district administration can have
serious repercussions on the ecosystem, especially in wake of t =
floods that—have ravaged the whole state over the last two years, triggering
landslides leading to massive 16ss of life and property. In this context:
(250 words, 20 marks)
a) Explain ctors m o regard identifying different options
available with Monika.
b) What are the options available in this situation?
c) What shall be the_action plan of Monika?
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to the Health Minigt

¥ u are an IAS officer who has been posted as the Secretary to the Hea

s :: a Union Territory. The health —in&astmeture—oi:g?vemfnentfhh&;s-been_
in your UT, largely due to political will and admimstratlv.e efficiency ar ¢nd)
Good quality, cheap, timely treatment for the poor is the objective of the
government. This has led to the construction of some of the best hosp:

itals in the | Condigy,

. must ngt e \

country. Special focus has been kept on the recruitment of the best doctors and dnihis ma::'n' \\
nursing staff,

iy,
really good | )
nd probity, | .

A
However, the infrastructure is not good when it comes to the neighboring states of
your union territory, Despite of huge demand, the

governments of the neighboring
states haven't done much to ensure good health facilities for their citizens,

n territory, as this

pitals has led to an influx of patients
states, leading to hug

e congestion, backlogs and patient
Population outburst. This influx creates lots of pressure on other public resour
also like transport,

ces
electricity and water. A study found_that_many_ot—the-mlaﬂms__
of these patients are found begging on ro near the hospitals,

To resolve this problem, Th

e Health Minister of the union territory has come
up with an idea to give preferential treatme tt by giving them
S0% reservation in the facilities of free medicine and i
government hospitals.

nvestigations in
This will certainly give a Political advantage to the ruling party as locals
will benefit and also, they are the ones who pay for the construction of
health infrastructure in the form of taxes and fines. The government js asking
for your Gpinion, which has Put you in a state of d
can have huge administ

lemma, as suckTeservation
rative, professional and political Tepercussions. In
this context, analyze the issue from different

perspectives and explain what
advice you will give to the minister in this regard. (250 words, 20 marks)
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