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Q.1 (a) What do you understand by the term 'Duty'? What are the different sources of l::‘gf:"“‘“'
duty for an individual and how they can be conflicting in nature? -
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(150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.1 (b) “Why be moral?” is one of the most fundamental questions often asked by ::n'“;:‘n”
ethicists. What in your opinion would be the answer to this question? Give | .jowe
examples to substantiate your logic. (150 words, 10 marks) | =fsu
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Q.2

.
UPSC--CSE--EXAM A® QAo D ~

(a) Elon Musk recently called ChatGPT a scary good, a big step towards a
dangerously strong Al. In this context, explain the legal and ethical issues involved
in the usage of ChatGPT? Also explain, how this technology can be best used by
humans? (150 words, 10 marks)
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{b) ‘Wise people will hold doubts about the health and progress of any civilized
society that fails to produce a decent number of eccentrics during every
generation.” Discuss this statement in general and distinctly bring out how
eccentrics can reduce the culturally induced ethical blindness of people in a
society? (150 words, 10 marks)
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(a) "Justice is the interest of the stronger.” Do you agree with this statement? What
in your opinion justice is? Explain with the help of examples. (150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.3 (b) Perform all the actions with mind concentrated on the Divine, renouncing “:E;:;‘r:]
attachment and desire for the reward and looking upon success and failure with an ey Bt
equal eye. Elucidate this statement in the context of public services in India? afen

(150 words, 10 marks) | Candidate
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Q.4 (a) ‘Most parents today are concerned about securing the future of their children, “:":L;::IZ:]
but in the process, they forget to build the character of the child.” Do you agree f,;”-T:am,R
with this statement? What can be the repercussions of such an approach and what | afee
parents should actually do for their child’s future? (150 words, 10 marks) | . ..
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Q.4
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(b) “Pity the land that needs a hero.” Do you agree with this statement? Discuss
with the help of examples? (150 words, 10 marks)
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What does each of the following quotations mean to you?

(a) “A person cannot do right in one department whilst attempting to do wrong in
another department. Life is one indivisible whole. "- Mahatma Gandhi
(150 words, 10 marks)
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(b) “Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”
— Aristotle. {150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.5

(c) “I know that I am intelligent, because I know that I know nothing.” — Socrates
(150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.6

(a) The word Dharma is most applicable if one wants to define ethics in a single word
Discuss? Is it always possible to follow Dharma? (150 words, 10 marks)
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Q.6

Q.6

(b) In context of Civil services, write short notes on the following in 30 words each

(5X2=10 Marks)
i. Esprit de Corps
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Q.6 iii. Trustworthiness
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Q.6

v. Altruism
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SECTION - B

Q.7 Mahesh is a senior teacher in a government school and now after rendering 20

years of service, he has got the opportunity to be the principal of one of the best
government schools in the state. He is known for his administrative skills as well
and has handled all his students in a very efficient manner during all his postings.

A case has come up where a teacher has beaten up a child named Rajan, after he
was caught misbehaving in the class. Rajan is a regular offender and is known for
his wicked acts and disrespectful attitude towards other students and his
teachers. He is often found involved in fights and arguments. However, this time,
Rajan was caught red handed and his class teacher lost his cool. The teacher beat
Rajan with a wooden stick which leads to bruises on his body and face. He also
went unconscious for few minutes.

Next day, the parents of Rajan, along with parents group association members
came to the school and start protesting against the class teacher of Rajan and
start demanding strict action against him. However, the teacher’s body has also
gone offensive and now they are demanding that Rajan shall be rusticated from
the school. Teachers are of the view that how they will be able to straighten up
the students if they have no power to do anything. But parents are adamant on
their demand that corporal punishment is illegal, and teachers have no right to
beat up the students.

Mahesh is well aware of the problem as such cases have happened earlier also. But
usually a compromise takes place between parents and teachers. In fact some
parents explicitly give permission to teachers to use violence to teach manners to
the children. In rural areas also, beating up the students is considered quite
normal. In this context:

a) Explain why Corporal Punishment is still considered a right mean to maintain
discipline in the school?

b) What are the legal and ethical issues involved in this case?

c) What can be the repercussions of corporal punishment and what shall be the
course of action for Mahesh to resolve the given situation?

(250 words, 20 marks)
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Q.8

Sandeep is a popular director of Bollywood film industry and has been associated
with many blockbuster movies in the past. He enjoys lots of credibility among the
viewers and for most of the audience, what he shows on the screen is nothing less
than a truth.

A producer has approached Sandeep with a historical movie script. The script is
based on the plight of a minority community in an Indian state which had to face
exodus from their homeland due to terrorism and communalism in early 1990s.
This community, however, forms the majority population in most of the other
states of India.

Initially, Sandeep found the topic very interesting as it will highlight the injustice
done to the community. But when he got into the details, he found that the
producer wants him to present the tragic exodus as a full-scale genocide.

The script demands Sandeep to present a one-sided view of the whole event and
present the majority community of the concerned state as the culprit. Every
person of the majority community must be shown as a separatist and keen on
religious conversion of the minority population. The producer also wants Sandeep
to show the scenes of bloodshed and torture of victims with brutal intensity so
that emotions can be aroused among the audience.

For this, the producer is ready to pay a handsome amount and also a share in the
profits to Sandeep, but being a man of conscience, Sandeep is in a state of
Dilemma. The producer has also hinted that many influential politicians in the
government also wants such a movie to be made. In fact, the movie will be
released just before the elections, so that it can be used for political benefits.

In this context, explain what impact such a movie can have on the audience?

What shall be the dilemmas and duties of Sandeep as a responsible Movie Director
and on what conditions, he can say ‘yes’ for directing the movie?

(250 words, 20 marks)
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Q.9

You have been recently appointed as the Secretary to the Tourism Department of
a Himalayan state in northern part of India. Your state is a major tourist
attraction for most people across India. It is largely because of the Char Dham
Yatra which takes place every year during summers. The Char Dham is a set of
four pilgrimage sites in this state and it is believed that visiting these sites helps
people to achieve their moksha.

However, too much and unplanned pilgrimage has led to problems like crowd
management and disturbance in the sensitive ecology of the region. Last year a
city called Rampur, which fall in the way of the yatra, faced landslides. Deep
cracks were formed in the foundation of houses and roads in Rampur. Some cracks
have also appeared on a road which falls on the route of the Char Dham Yatra.

Rampur has now been declared a landslide-subsidence zone and many families
living in uninhabitable houses in the sinking town have been evacuated to
temporary relief centres. Rampur is also of great strategic impotrtance to the
Indian armed forces and is home to one of the Army's most important
cantonments. '

Based on this situation, your department has decided to put some mandatory
regulations like online registration and a cap of 10,000.pilgrims per day on the
number of pilgrims visiting the Himalayan templés. Even locals will have to do
online registration, which would create a practical difﬁgulty.

However, soon the protest against this decision has started. The whole economy
of the state depends on tourism and such a daily cap on pilgrims will harm the
interest of the locals. An organization of Char Dham priests also met the chief
minister of the state and ask him to take this decision back. Their logic is that
the majority of the pilgrims are poor, elderly and illiterate and won’t be able to
register for the yatra. This will create chaos when the people would be sent back.
Agitations will start soon if the decisions are not taken back. The CM has asked
you to look into the matter in detail and resolve it in an amicable manner.

a) Identify the different options available to you in attending to this situation.
b) Critically evaluate each of the options listed by you.

c) Which of the above, do you think, would be the most appropriate option to
adopt and how it will be implemented? (250 words 20 marks)
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Q.10 | You are serving as a Commanding Officer (CO) of an army battalion which has been
posted in one of the states of North-East India. The state is going through many
internal security problems like insurgency and associated terrorism. Cases of
suicide bombing have also increased, and reports are there that terrorists are

getting support from local people. This has led to the heavy presence of army Enaunsdtl:?);ewnte
units in different districts of the state. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), | o, this margin
1958, which is an act of the Parliament of India that grants special powers to the
Indian Armed Forces to maintain public order in "disturbed areas", has also been
enforced in some regions of the state.

A case has come up where two civilians have been killed in army firing. The men
were killed when an Army's ambush party opened fire on their car near an army
checkpoint. The car in which these men were travelling did not stop at two check
points when they were flagged down. They even broke through the third barrier
leading to the security forces opening firing on them. As per the army sources, the
victims got killed due to their suspicious actions and breaking of martial law.

But locals allege it was a "cold-blooded murder", arguing that security personnel
could have fired at the tyres of the car to stop it. The victims got scared as they
thought that the army personnel will harass them and in panic, they broke the
barrier. These differing views have led to clashes between locals and security
personnel.

Locals are demanding that army personnel responsible for deaths shall be
punished and in future, army personnel shall not stop or check civilian vehicles
entering the disturbed area. The government has asked your opinion to resolve
the situation. In this context:

a) Explain the ethical issues involved in the case?

b) What can be the repercussions of accepting the demands of locals?

c) What advice and course of action you will suggest in your report?

(250 words, 20 marks)
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Q.11 | Venkatesh has been appointed as the Municipal Commissioner of a city in one of

the northern states of India. The state is known for its cultural diversity. Soon
after joining the post, he receives a complaint from a group of some local people,
who are involved in social work in his area of authority. Complaint is regarding
the construction of a religious shrine on a land which was given to a local religious
trust in 1921 on 999-year lease by then municipal authority.

The lease conferred on the religious trust the right to use the 1.5-acre land twice a
year for prayers. The rest of the year, it was a playground for cricket and other
sports, for holding fairs during festivals and public meetings by political parties.
But now that local religious trust has started constructing a shrine on that land.
The basic structure of the shrine has already been completed. It happened largely
because this trust has political affiliations and enjoy the support of the ruling
party of the state. The local MLA inaugurated the construction of the shrine and
as per insider’s information, Chief Minister is also in support of this structure.

However, the constructure in illegal as per the law and in violation of the lease
agreement. You as the municipal commissioner has full authority to act in this
regard, but political pressure is there on him to stay neutral. In between, another
political outfit affiliated to the opposition party of the state has started a protest
against the construction. They have declared that their organization will hoist
national flag on the land on coming Sunday. They are also trying to politicize the
matter and mobilize religious communities against each other.

Venkatesh has the authority to give orders for the demolition of the structure. But
he is confused. One wrong step can fume communal tensions in the area. While,
analysing the situation:

a) What are the ethical issues involved in this case?

b) Explain what different options are available with Venkatesh along with their
pros and cons.

c) Also explain, what course of action Venkatesh should take to resolve this
situation? (250 words 20 marks)
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Q.12

UPSC

You are the Superintendent of Police (SP) of a rural district. The problem of
casteism is a big issue among people in your region. Higher caste people tend to
justify the caste system as the best way of arranging society. They also use it to
justify their atrocities against so-called lower caste people or Dalits. Every now
and then, cases such as caste-based remarks, discriminatory practices and
violence over Dalits are reported to the police. But most Dalits have no confidence
in police authorities as the general perception is there that most officers belong to
higher caste and support caste system.

In this context, a case of rape on a Dalit woman has come in limelight. The victim
and her mother went to work in the fields of a higher caste village strongman. The
mother, about 100 meters away from the daughter, heard her screaming and
rushed to find her. When she found her, she saw her lying on the ground covered
in blood, with her tongue cut off.

The victim who was in serious condition and her mother reached the police
station. An FIR was launched, and girl was admitted to the hospital where rape
and physical assault were confirmed. Then she was referred tqf‘::i bigger hospital in
Delhi for better treatment. But the whole process took a “‘l'ot more time than
expected. In-between the victim gave her statement naming the accused who now
has been arrested. Soon after the statement, the girl succun:xbed to her injuries
and now her body has been brought back to the village and is in the custody of
district administration. The news has been highlighted in major national
newspapers and social media. Protests have been going on in many parts of India
in support of the girl.

Throughout this period, actions of the police and administration have come under
question, with the victim’s family, civil society activists and others alleging that
they are trying to protect the accused belonging to the higher caste. The family of
the victim also alleges that the police significantly delayed registering an FIR and
also told them to take the victim away.

As per the district intelligence unit, many political parties and civil society
organizations are now planning to hold a big protest rally on the day of cremation.

In this context, you get a call from the local MLA of the ruling party to forcefully
cremate the body of the victim as the next day, it can lead to law and order
problems. What shall be your course of action to resolve the whole situation and
provide justice to the victim. What else you can do to restore the lost faith of Dalit
community in police administration? (250 words 20 marks)
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