
 Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS) at GFZ 

Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS) at GFZ 
Prof. Dr. Doris Fuchs, Scientific Director, Speaker 
Prof. Dr. Mark G. Lawrence, Scientific Director  
Berliner Str. 130 | 14467 Potsdam 
Tel.: +49 331-6264 22300 
Mail: rifs-info@rifs-potsdam.de 
Web: www.rifs-potsdam.de 

GFZ Helmholtz Centre for Geosciences  
The GFZ is legally represented by: 
Prof. Dr. Susanne Buiter (Chairperson of the Board and  
Scientific Executive Director) 
Marco Kupzig (Administrative Executive Director, ad interim) 
Telegrafenberg |14473 Potsdam 
Tel.:  +49 331 6264 0 
Mail:  info@gfz.de 
Web:  www.gfz.de 

 
 

 

RIFS ∙ Berliner Str. 130 ∙ 14467 Potsdam ∙ Germany 

 
 

Potsdam, 4 November 2025 
 
Letter of Intent in Support of Centre of Excellence Application – NordNatech 
 
 
Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
I am writing to express our strong support for the application to the Centre of Excellence (SFF) scheme, led by 
Professor Nicola Paltrinieri at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), for the proposed 
Centre initiative NordNatech. 
 
At RIFS, we recognize the scientific relevance and ambition of NordNatech and fully endorse the initiative. Our 
institute values its ongoing collaboration with NTNU, particularly in the areas of systemic risk and resilience. 
We see significant potential for continued and mutually beneficial cooperation, closely aligned with the 
Centre’s thematic focus on systemic and cascading risks that transcend traditional disciplinary and sectoral 
boundaries. 
 
Should the proposal advance to the next stage, we would welcome further dialogue to explore specific 
opportunities for collaboration, such as research exchanges, invited talks, or PhD co-supervision. 
 
We wish NTNU every success in this highly competitive process. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Pia-Johanna Schweizer 
Research Group Leader Systemic Risks 
 

 
To whom it may concern 
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