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Topic: Cursive Writing is Fun!

Yes, Cunsive Uhiting Ts Fun! 1t wasn't so long ago that students learned cursive writing in

elementary school and used it for the rest of their lives. In fact, students often spent an hour or

more in class practicing their penmanship. There were different methods for teaching how to
write cursive.

The Spencerian Method was popular during the mid-1800s through the early 1900s and utilized
free flowing scripts. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spencerian script)

The Coca-Cola brand logo is an example of Spencerian Script.
Image from Coca-Cola web site https://www.coca-cola.com/

The Palmer Method was popular during the late 1800s and early 1900s and emphasized muscle
movement of the arm rather than the fingers. It was considered a simplified and faster version
of the Spencerian Method. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmer Method).

REGULAR
SPECIAL STUDIES OF THE CAPITALS, SMALL LETTERS, AND FIGURES
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Pupils who have studied and followed the explanations, suggestions, convenient reference, and an effort should be made hereafter to employ
and instructions so far, will have sufficient control of the muscular move-  these forms in all the written work.
ment to master easily the letters on this page.

Those who have not been thorough in studying the instruction and dOne :euonf e:‘:h w“kl nhou.I;l ll:e Gevoteciito) a:ipecml sticy:
practicing the drills should review. Nothing less than failure can follow 27 Practice o e ac spun iy areiasteroct

superficial study. Capitals, small letters, and figures will all be taught thoroughly in
The capitals, small letters, and figures are given at this point for the following lessons.

A few minutes in the right way are worth more than hours of practice in the wrong way.

By A. N. Palmer - The Palmer Method of Business Writing
https://archive.org/stream/palmermethodofbu0Opalmrich#page/n3/mode/2up, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=38006706
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Copybooks were very popular during the late 1700’s into the late 1900s. There was usually a
heading, such as a series of letters or a short sentence, at the top of the page to be used as an
example. The rest of the page was a series of blank lines. The student copied the example onto
each line of the page.

Why learn cursive now when most people send emails rather than letters and use keyboards
rather than pen and paper? According to studies such as the two below, learning to write
cursive might help with critical reading and writing skills. Handwriting notes, rather than typing
them, helps many students retain more information.
e https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/cursive-
writing-practice.html
e https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4274624/

Some people find it to be a form of art, an expression of themselves. The shape, size, and flow
of letters are unique to each person. Others enjoy the nostalgia and doing something retro.
For Museums like ours, we want future generations to be able to read and transcribe all the
historic documents we have in our collections!

Materials:
e Pen or pencil
e Cursive writing practice sheet available for download at:
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/kids-activities-and-printables/printables/writing-
worksheets/writing-practice-cursive-letters.html

To further your cursive writing skills, use this lesson in conjunction with our other program
“Transcribing Historical Documents” and transcribe in cursive!
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