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Life goes on in South Central L.A.

By now, cveryone hag heard ofthe pmb-
temg facing Sguth Central Lo Angeles,
Newspaper arpeles, radio programs, and
televisionnews reparts huye cuvered stonica
such as drug house ruids, police e(fors w
anap g violence, and the depressiog Lales
of poang innecenL victimg of deivasby ahnot-
mgs Everyone has beard tho mcpens opm
ine on howthey would end the orisis in

' *. Sputh Central

Law enforcement agencics believe 1bol
tougher laws and foore prisons are the an-
waer, Others zay that recreation, better
schools, parental responsibility, and socio-
couonamic groawth are valoable solutions
Yiik many of these &apects discuss and
debale ileas ankl pluny tocure the ilts .uffect
g South Centrud, life govs ¢l

Dy by day, life remalns the satie in the

" comounily, A few bowses <utl have iron .

Bars a1tached 1k 8odr and windaws. Gratfti,
wilft e numes of he niighbarhood rangy,

- can b scéo on the wals of several shaps. .

Weedscontinue to grow incmpty 1o where
buildings once etood. And then, there arethe

olf desared bmldmgs.unused bowded up.

decaying.

1wokker, if ancieot sructures such ds 1h= ;

fow atardonéd Balboa Théater in South
Ceniral ware still Jo-operaion, could il te

* iba place where a young man of woman

Jooking for 2 job could gel it instesd of

gy sl e deugs business Could itbe the

place for fonilies who live jo the commu-
nily 1O witcd u movie without waveling far
[roms hiorne? Taxlay, Lhe doors of Uie Balbea
are ¢205ed, Lhe budding is up tur yeic, and

chancesare i; will be coovérted ialo uncthér.:,

swip et anodeer picce ol bistocy ofSouth
Cealrd 2051, Tl har gule stparules e past

from 1he peesear, giviog Lhought of whu -
-c0uld have heen, 1138 thie same story Sor all

of e desesiod” huildings thay used 10 be.

mocery und department sores, bawling .

alleys, etc, imaaes of whal could biave be.
-Howsyee, he mediu doesn™ show thut

' side of South Central 2y oflen a8l does the

gangs and drugs. The oae thing poople out-
side Lhe conmuenity dmow aboutic, isthatit's

. a bad place &nd thal Lhey should avaid it as

- much p3 they can. The only ime when they

4o pass Uirough, wey ure hedded 1 sithe
the Coliscium of the Grae Weseem Raeie
to carch @ sponing cveny, T8ao0se who live
oulside Souln Cencral dea't Joak atites a
placé that 18 sutferog. Despite ell that is
lLappeatng arduad Lem, Ui residente ded
the bege Lhey can unéer Uie comditons they:

live im,

Not gycryone who [ives In Seath Cens
tral is 2 gangbanger, o 3 drug dealer Mot
vaurg neaple who live i Lhese arews want
© make Uw nod out of themselves by
Zesing a o0ad educalion or & wooil ob.
Begawss of the piciares e i 2eesents,
i's a ot tougher foe the individual Capizy
ozth the pressure from willin and widioul
the commuunity.

Sc when I hear the ¢xpens Laik aboul
wayk 1o improve South Ceneal ared when 1
walk the s5rovss and sec what cosld bave

© beon and #ilccL on the preseos, Wl § kiew

is ha 1de poes on,
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