Good [morning/afternoon/evening],
It is my pleasure to introduce our speaker, Ernie Lee.
Ernie is an educator, speaker, writer, and founder of Classroom Counsel LLC, where he helps educators build the confidence, clarity, and presence needed to lead classrooms well.
He was named the 2016 Georgia Teacher of the Year, and he brings to his work a unique combination of classroom experience, legal training, civic education leadership, and practical wisdom. A graduate of Mercer University and Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law, Ernie began his professional life as an attorney before becoming a classroom teacher.
Since then, he has served as a teacher leader across Georgia and beyond. He is a past president of the Georgia Council for the Social Studies, a member of the National Council of State Teachers of the Year and the National Council for the Social Studies, and serves on the Board of Visitors for Mercer University’s Tift College of Education.
Ernie is also the author of the forthcoming book, Calm Authority: Building Classroom Confidence from Day One, which offers practical guidance for new and second-career teachers seeking to lead with clarity, confidence, and purpose.
Today, he will share insight drawn from his experience as a teacher, attorney, speaker, and advocate for educators. Please join me in welcoming Ernie Lee.

