Ernie Lee is an educator, speaker, writer, and founder of Classroom Counsel LLC, where he helps educators build the confidence, clarity, and presence needed to lead classrooms well. Named the 2016 Georgia Teacher of the Year, Ernie brings a rare combination of classroom experience, legal training, teacher leadership, and practical wisdom to his work with schools, districts, universities, and professional organizations.
A graduate of Mercer University with a degree in psychology and Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law, Ernie began his professional life as an attorney before entering the classroom. That background gives him a distinctive voice as a speaker and educator. He understands both the human side of teaching and the structures, expectations, and responsibilities that shape school life. His message is especially valuable for new teachers, second-career teachers, teacher induction programs, colleges of education, and school leaders seeking to strengthen teacher confidence, retention, and professional identity.
As a classroom teacher, Ernie became known for helping students think deeply, engage respectfully, and understand their responsibilities as citizens and learners. His teaching was grounded in strong relationships, clear expectations, civic understanding, and a belief that effective classroom leadership is built on trust, consistency, and purpose. His work with teachers now focuses on the same principles: helping educators move beyond survival mode and develop the calm authority needed to create classrooms where students can learn and teachers can thrive.
Ernie has served as a statewide and national voice for educators. He is a past president of the Georgia Council for the Social Studies, a member of the National Council of State Teachers of the Year and the National Council for the Social Studies, and serves on the Board of Visitors for Mercer University’s Tift College of Education. He has also spoken for the University of South Carolina School of Law’s Constitutional Center, bringing together his legal background, civic education experience, and commitment to helping teachers lead difficult and meaningful conversations with students.
Ernie is the author of the forthcoming book Calm Authority: Building Classroom Confidence from Day One, which offers practical guidance for new and second-career teachers seeking to lead with confidence from the beginning of their teaching careers. His writing and speaking focus on classroom confidence, teacher identity, classroom management, student relationships, civic responsibility, and the deeper calling of education.
As a keynote speaker and professional learning presenter, Ernie brings encouragement without sentimentality and practical strategies without gimmicks. He speaks to the real challenges educators face while reminding them of the influence, dignity, and purpose of their work. His presentations are well suited for education conferences, district convocations, teacher induction programs, professional development days, university programs, civic education events, and faith-based school gatherings.

