November 29
Week One of Advent:
Advent as Waiting: The Ten Bridesmaids and The Bridegroom
Matthew 25:1-10

i

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. ? Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. > As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ ? But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for

yourselves.’ 19 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.



December 6
Week Two of Advent:
The Women Forebears of Jesus
Matthew 1: 1-16

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of

Abraham.2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the
father of Judah and his brothers, 2and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4and Aram the father of
Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, >and
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the
father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of King David. And David was the father of Solomon by
the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, ®and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, °and Hezekiah
the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of

Josiah, ' and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation
to Babylon.!? And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel,
and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 3and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the
father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, “and Azor the father of Zadok, and
Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 1> and Eliud the father of Eleazar,
and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, ¢ and Jacob the father
of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.



December 13
Week Three of Advent:
Elizabeth: Mother of John the Baptist, Friend of Mary
Luke 1: 5-25, 39-45

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold

>In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to
the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. ¢ Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth
was barren, and both were getting on in years.

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, *he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord
and offer incense. 1 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the
people was praying outside. !! Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at
the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear
overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him
John. 1 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, !> for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his
birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. !¢ He will turn many of the people of Israel to
the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 8 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I
know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” * The angel
replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you
and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my words, which
will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these
things occur.”

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he



had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to
speak. 22 When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, » “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on
me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.”

Mary Visits Elizabeth

3 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill

country, ¥ where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4 When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit #? and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 3 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? 4 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. 4 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”



December 20
Week Four of Advent:
The Call of Mary
Luke 1:26-38

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26]n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, % to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 22 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” ?° But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 3! And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 3 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 3 Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 3 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be

bornl< will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¢ And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 3 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 3 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed

from her.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A+26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24921c

December 24
Christmas Eve:
The Inn-Keeper’s Wife
Luke 2: 1-20

Py
The Birth of Jesus

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. > He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. ? And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. > Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 1° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ! to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” ¥ And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. ! When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; ®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 1® But
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.



