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Points
out of 7

A Few Good Men

Rob Reiner
Thriller / Action
USA
1992

2

A Separation

Asghar Farhadi
Thriller / Drama
Iran
2011

2

Adaptation

Spike Jonze
Dark Comedy
USA
2002

2

Apocalypse Now

Francis Ford 
Coppola
War / Action
USA
1979

5

Batman Begins

Christopher Nolan
Superhero / Drama
USA
2005

4

Bright Star

Jane Campion
Romance
USA
2009

2

Brokeback Mountain

Ang Lee
Drama
USA
2005

4

Caramel

Nadine Labaki
Drama / Romance
Lebanon
2007

2

The opening scene of Apocalypse Now, where paradise dissolves into hell to the haunting sound of The Doors' "The End," is pure cinematic brilliance. 

Francis Ford Coppola’s film captures the madness and surreal absurdity of war through stunning visuals that oscillate between nightmarish horror and 

striking, dreamlike beauty. This is a classic not only for its masterful direction and powerful performances but also for the near-impossible feat of its 

production. The fact that Coppola managed to deliver such an ambitious, harrowing and meaningful film under extreme circumstances is a testament to 

his creative genius.

In this era of remakes and reboots, we’re fortunate to witness the retelling of classic films—though not all are successful. Batman Begins, however, stands 

out as a masterful reinterpretation. Christopher Nolan’s thoughtful, sometimes slow-paced and emotionally driven approach allows the story to unfold 

with depth, as we watch the protagonist discover his true purpose. The casting is impeccable, with each actor perfectly embodying their role, making this 

retelling a class act in modern cinema.

Bright Star is a rare, lyrical film that intertwines the poetry of Keats with a love so delicately rendered it feels like a whispered secret. Rather than 

focusing on the physical, it celebrates love in its most ethereal form. The performances are so finely nuanced that even the softest kiss sends ripples of 

emotion through you. This film is a heartfelt ode to the innocence and beauty of love as it unfurls, leaving you wrapped in its poetic embrace.

Reason To Watch

This movie is quintessential 90s Hollywood, showcasing the intensity and magnetism that defined blockbuster cinema of the time. It stands proud here 

for the sheer timelessness of that finale scene full of tension and acting charisma between Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson. But the journey to that scene 

is just as gripping, with tight pacing and sharp dialogue. This film is film classic.

A Separation is undoubtedly a classic, offering a profound exploration of the emotional and practical challenges of divorce within the framework of 

Iranian society and its marital standards. While Kramer vs. Kramer provides insight into the American experience of divorce, this film delves much deeper, 

illuminating the emotional turmoil individuals face in a society where women often lack the legal right to seek divorce. Its nuanced portrayal of these 

struggles distinguishes it as a powerful and thought-provoking work, especially in light of the current restrictions on creative expression in Iran.

Directed by Spike Jonze, this film epitomises a Charlie Kaufman narrative. With outstanding performances from a talented cast and a captivating 

storyline, its true beauty however lies in its subtle yet powerful message. Nestled within the film, almost easily overlooked, is a groundbreaking message 

on love that is both new and profound. Inhabiting this insight could free you from whatever may be holding you back in matters of the heart.

Brokeback Mountain is not just a beautifully told tale of forbidden love—it’s a visual and musical masterpiece crafted by the delicate hand of Ang Lee. 

The film’s extraordinary performances, breathtaking cinematography, and evocative score blend seamlessly to create a timeless classic that truly deserves 

every accolade. It’s a stirring celebration of love’s complexities, capturing the heartache and beauty of an enduring passion that continues to resonate 

deeply.

Caramel is exactly as its name suggests: a warm, rich, and beautifully layered glimpse into one experience of life and time in Lebanon. Directed by and 

starring Nadine Labaki, the film is both sweetly humorous and deeply moving, offering an honest look at the lives of three women. Labaki captures the 

drama with such elegance and grace, making each moment feel intimate and genuine. Through the everyday stories of these women navigating love, 

pain, and hope, Caramel paints a vivid picture of quiet strength and resilience, creating an intimate portrait of friendship and womanhood that’s as sweet 

and satisfying as caramel itself.
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Casablanca

Michael Curtiz
Drama / War
USA
1942

2

Crouching Tiger, 

Hidden Dragon

Ang Lee
Martial Arts
China
2000

5

Dogville

Lars Von Trier
Crime / Drama
USA
2003

3

Dune: Part One

Denis Villeneuve
Fantasy
USA
2021

7

Dune: Part Two

Denis Villeneuve
Fantasy
USA
2024

7

Eternal Sunshine of 

The Spotless Mind

Michel Gondry
Drama
USA
2004

4

Gladiator

Ridley Scott
Drama / Action
USA
2000

7

Great Expectations

Alfonso Cuarón
Romance
USA
1998

3

This adaptation of Dune masterfully immerses viewers in an atmosphere of profound beauty and mystery. The deliberately slow-paced visuals, combined 

with a haunting and visceral score, captivate and draw you in, leaving a lasting impression. The film beautifully showcases the warm, cascading dunes, 

setting the stage for a timeless, universal narrative that encompasses a rich tapestry of elements—from drama and mystery to action and romance. Each 

frame invokes a sense of mysticism and magic, creating an unforgettable cinematic experience.

In the sequel, the pace ramps up, with tighter editing and a faster-moving storyline that dives deeper into this complex universe. Visually, the film also 

takes a bold turn, contrasting the warm, golden dunes of Arrakis with the stark, black-and-white harshness of the Harkonnen world. The shift is so 

striking, using sci-fi’s full creative potential to transport us into dramatically different landscapes. The real triumph of this sequel is its rare ability to carry 

forward the magic of the first film while setting the stage for what’s to come. Dune: Part Two stands as a powerful transition film, skillfully paving the 

way for a third installment without ever losing its own creative spark. It not only bridges the story but also expands the universe with fresh, imaginative 

choices that make it a compelling work in its own right.

Every element of this film—storytelling, direction, editing, and acting—works in perfect harmony, elevating it beyond a typical "boy meets girl" story into 

a profound exploration of memory and human connection. Its ability to capture the intricacies of the human heart while maintaining narrative harmony is 

nothing short of extraordinary. This film masterfully delves into the intricate essence of love and heartbreak, blending emotional resonance with creative 

ingenuity to leave a lasting impact.

This film is a masterclass in cinematic excellence, flawlessly addressing every critical aspect of filmmaking—from acting to music to direction. In my view, 

it represents the pinnacle of achievement for both Russell Crowe and Ridley Scott. Since their landmark collaboration on Gladiator, neither Crowe nor 

Scott has reached such heights of greatness as they have with this remarkable film.

Great Expectations is a brilliant adaptation that elevates the classic novel to new heights. While the original black-and-white film holds its own charm, this 

version adds fresh flourishes that highlight the beauty of the source material. The performances are delicate and deeply touching, perfectly capturing the 

timeless message that love triumphs over all obstacles. When something is meant to be, love will find a way—and this film is a vivid testament to that 

enduring truth.

Casablanca is a film lover’s favourite—and for all the right reasons. The snappy dialogue, the endlessly cool charm of Bogart, and those unforgettable 

one-liners make it impossible not to fall under its spell, and all delivered with history unfolding in the background. I dare anyone to watch it and not find 

yourself quoting lines long afterward—it’s the kind of film that stays with you, inviting you back for another watch, and another.

This film is pure visual poetry, introducing Western audiences to a breathtaking new perspective on martial arts and the lyrical, emotional depth of 

Chinese cinema. It seamlessly blends balletic fight sequences with quiet, deeply moving moments, creating a tapestry that feels both intimate and grand. 

At its core, it’s a love story, drawing on mythological themes of honor, restraint, and the inner strength required to uphold principles with dignity. This is 

a must-see film—an ancestor to so many that followed, a timeless masterpiece that redefined global cinema.

Few films manage to bring the essence of theater to the screen, and fewer still can deliver such a powerfully emotive and believable story on a sparse, 

minimalistic set marked only by chalk outlines. This bold choice strips away all the frills and distractions, focusing our attention solely on the raw, 

unsettling reality of the crime, brought vividly to life by the powerful performances. Ironically, it’s in this stark simplicity that the true magic of cinema 

comes alive, relying on the power of storytelling to ignite our imaginations and let us fill in the blanks. Dogville is bold, innovative, and a masterclass in 

how minimalism can amplify emotion, leaving an indelible mark on the viewer.

https://filmsanalysed.wordpress.com/2013/09/21/gladiator-a-story-from-the-afterlife/
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Her

Spike Jonze
Drama
USA
2013

5

I Am Legend

Francis Lawrence
Action
USA
2007

3

In Bruges

Martin McDonagh
Comedy / Drama
UK
2008

3

In The Cut

Jane Campion
Crime / Mystery
USA
2003

4

In The Mood For Love

Wong Kar-Wai
Romance
China
2000

4

La haine

Mathieu Kassovitz
Crime / Drama
France
1995

3

Labour Day

Jason Reitman
Drama
USA
2013

2

Oldboy

Park Chan-Wook
Mystery / Drama
S.Korea
2003

5
Few films capture emotional and psychological complexity as effectively as this Korean masterpiece, which features one of the most outstanding fight 

scenes in cinema—masterfully choreographed within a single corridor.

Few actors have the ability to single-handedly carry an entire film while keeping it engaging, but here it's achieved with remarkable finesse. While other 

films explore similar themes, such as Cast Away, I Am Legend delves into the concept of isolation with a greater degree of nuance and psychological 

depth. The film skillfully immerses us in the depths of loneliness, with the direction cleverly toying with our perception, making us question whether we, 

as viewers, are beginning to lose our grip on reality. Will Smith’s performance is nothing short of extraordinary, navigating a vast emotional spectrum 

that keeps his character relatable while fully embodying the hero archetype by bringing hope and humanity back into a world seemingly devoid of both, 

making the story profoundly moving.

In Bruges is a modern classic, seamlessly blending outstanding performances from its entire cast with dark, absurd humor that is as entertaining as it is 

unsettling. At its heart lies a haunting crime, quietly tormenting Colin Farrell’s character, though the film cleverly obscures this with its offbeat and 

seemingly random sequences. Where Hitchcock built tension by showing the audience what the characters couldn’t see, Martin McDonagh flips the script 

here, distracting us with absurdity while the true weight of the story simmers beneath the surface. This contrast between levity and darkness is 

masterfully executed, making In Bruges a triumph of acting, writing, and direction.

In the Cut is a fairy tale movie in disguise, brimming with symbolism from the very first frame. The opening credits alone unfold a compelling narrative 

through visuals alone, followed by a modern horror that reflects the complexities of female reality. Yet, unlike the conventional Disney portrayal of 

womanhood, this film flips that narrative on its dark head. It’s a thrilling blend of eroticism and terror, capturing the raw, unsettling truths of life while 

simultaneously empowering its protagonist. This is a film that challenges expectations and redefines strength in the most captivating way.

There's a delicate grace to this film, as it unfolds a tale of hidden longing and passion with exquisite subtlety. Yet it's far from ordinary—much like its 

visionary director, Wong Kar-Wai. With vibrant, poetic visuals, a hauntingly beautiful score, and performances rich in nuance, this movie is pure poetry in 

motion. It's a cinematic experience that lingers long after the credits roll—a must-see for anyone who treasures the art of film.

La Haine unfolds as a single day in the lives of its characters, framed by intense action in the opening credits that reveals the chaos of the day before, 

and bookended by a gun—a clear cinematic signal that it will play a pivotal role by the story’s end. The film takes us through a mix of pacing and tone: 

sometimes slow, sometimes fast, shifting between profound moments and absurdity. It’s classic cinema at its best, with a sharp script, standout 

performances, and relateable storytelling.

Labour Day unfolds over a single weekend, yet the power of the love that develops is utterly undeniable. Josh Brolin and Kate Winslet deliver 

phenomenal performances, with every emotion rendered so vividly that you can't help but share in their longing and heartache. This film beautifully 

captures the delicate intensity of fleeting connections, making it an essential watch for anyone who cherishes stories that resonate deeply.

Her reimagines love as an ethereal connection that transcends the physical. With Joaquin Phoenix delivering a quietly mesmerizing performance, the film 

explores the raw depths of human emotion—revealing that genuine intimacy doesn't require a tangible form. Each frame is a visual masterpiece, a 

vibrant palette that captures the elusive essence of love as an ever-changing work of art. This delicately crafted meditation on modern relationships is 

both thought-provoking and beautifully tender—a true redefinition of what it means to truly connect.

https://filmsanalysed.wordpress.com/2015/02/27/in-the-cut-the-disarticulated-female/
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Punch Drunk Love

Paul Thomas 
Anderson
Romance
USA
2002

4

Secretary

Steven Shainberg
Dark Comedy
USA
2002

2

Stranger Than Fiction

Marc Forster
Fantasy / Comedy
USA
2006

3

Synecdoche, New York

Charlie Kaufman
Drama
USA
2008

5

The Dark Knight

Christopher Nolan
Superhero / Drama
USA
2008

5

The English Patient

Anthony Minghella
Romance
USA
1996

5

The Fountain

Darren Aronofsky
Drama
USA
2006

6

The Hours

Stephen Daldry
Drama
USA
2002

4

The English Patient is an absolute cinematic gem, transforming a modest tale into an epic romance that dazzles on every level. Anthony Minghella's 

direction is pure magic—taking a short story and elevating it with breathtaking splendour. The film's sumptuous cinematography captures every nuance 

of the desert's mystique, while its timeless soundtrack and masterful performances add layers of depth and emotion. At its heart lies a love so profound 

and enduring, it lingers long after the final scene. This is Minghella at his very best, a true celebration of romance and the art of storytelling.

Every so often, a film emerges that is far more than the sum of its parts. The Fountain transcends a mere love story, offering a profound meditation on 

the timeless nature of love while weaving together themes of history, spirituality, and time itself. Darren Aronofsky isn’t just a director—he’s a cinematic 

magician, transforming his narrative into an experience that resonates on a deeply soulful level.

The Hours offers a profound exploration of a whole lifetime condensed into a single day. Rich with symbolism and layered emotional complexity, the film 

imparts deeply life-affirming lessons. It’s the films that bravely traverse the darkest corners of the human experience that often deliver the most poignant 

messages. This is a cinematic journey that you won’t want to miss.

There’s a magic to Paul Thomas Anderson’s films that defies easy description, and Punch Drunk Love is a brilliant example. Often overlooked compared 

to his more famous works like Magnolia, this film is a hidden gem bursting with innovation. With its bold use of colour, quirky charm, and a mesmerising 

performance by Adam Sandler, it delivers a joyous and unexpected cinematic experience. The film’s playful energy and beautiful, uplifting finale make it 

an absolute must-see. If you haven’t experienced it yet, do yourself a favour and carve out some time—this one is unforgettable.

Secretary shows that love isn’t always about sugar and light—it’s equally defined by its darker, more complex side. Beneath its quirky exterior lies a 

genuine tale of finding that uniquely perfect connection. With heartfelt, nuanced performances and a narrative that's both simple and evocative, this film 

masterfully balances shadow and brightness, never shying away from its more provocative undertones. 

Stranger Than Fiction is not only an incredibly fun film, with Will Ferrell playing brilliantly against type alongside talents like Dustin Hoffman and Emma 

Thompson, but it also offers a witty and cleverly crafted story and script that's light and easy to watch. However, the true brilliance of the film lies in its 

conclusion, where it delivers an unforgettable message filled with hope, beauty, and light. At its core, this is a movie that teaches us how to live life to its 

fullest.

By the time Synecdoche, New York was released, audiences had a clear understanding of what to expect from a Charlie Kaufman film. However, this work 

transcends typical cinematic boundaries and represents a remarkable achievement in Kaufman's career. This is so much more than just a film; it’s a 

profound tale of life itself, cleverly told through the metaphor of filmmaking. Its final message is both uplifting and unifying, offering a powerful sense of 

renewal and new beginnings.

The Dark Knight is a masterclass in filmmaking, making it nearly impossible to define its greatness in just a few words. This is what sets apart a truly 

exceptional film: when every element works in harmony to create something extraordinary. Heath Ledger’s unforgettable performance elevates the 

narrative, while the intricately woven storyline is complemented by expert editing that enhances the pacing and tension. The visuals not only build on the 

lore of the original film but also transform the sequel into a grander cinematic experience, both in its storytelling and technical execution. This isn’t just a 

superhero movie; it’s a technical marvel and a cultural landmark that transcends the genre.

https://filmsanalysed.wordpress.com/2013/10/12/the-dark-knight-perfection-in-execution/
https://filmsanalysed.wordpress.com/2016/12/03/the-hours-an-existential-crisis/
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The Last Samurai

Edward Zwick
Drama / Action
USA
2003

5

The Lobster

Yorgos Lanthimos
Dark Comedy
USA
2015

3

The Thin Red Line

Terrence Malick
Drama / War
USA
1998

4

Timbuktu

Abderrahmane 
Sissako
Dark Comedy / War
Mauritania
2014

3

Timbuktu is a film of remarkable maturity. It masterfully balances moments of sharp, unexpected humour with the harrowing realities of life under 

despotic rule, creating a poignant contrast that lingers long after the credits roll. The story is intimate in scale, yet set against a sweeping backdrop of 

complex political and societal tensions. Visually breathtaking and emotionally nuanced, it offers a blend of light and darkness that feels both deeply 

personal and universally resonant. The performances are raw and original, breathing life into a narrative that is as haunting as it is human.

Unlike many films, The Last Samurai avoids unnecessary sensationalism, instead maintaining a tone of decency, respect, and above all, honour. Beyond its 

stunning visuals, compelling storytelling, and outstanding performances, the movie also weaves in profound Zen philosophy, particularly the concept of 

"No Mind." This is more than just a captivating film—it offers a deeper lesson for those willing to pay attention.

The Lobster is a brilliantly offbeat dystopia that turns our conventional ideas of love on their head. With standout performances and a story that never 

stops intriguing, it offers a refreshingly unconventional take on the quest for connection—even when the rules of society seem utterly absurd.

This is a profoundly impactful film that delves into the darkness and brutality of war. Unlike traditional war movies that often emphasise explosive battles 

and loud confrontations, this film offers a contemplative exploration of the quieter, more haunting aspects of conflict. Its poetically paced visuals and 

evocative script highlight the profound silence of pain and reflection, inviting viewers to confront the often-overlooked emotional toll of warfare. 

Moreover, this film stands out as Terrence Malick's most successful work in seamlessly aligning with his signature style. While he has crafted other films 

in a similar vein, none resonate with the same haunting depth and relevance as The Thin Red Line.


